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A Final 'Call to the JEWS: 

OR AN 

EXPLANATION 

O F T H E 

Original Promife; 

BEING 

A full and fatisfa&ory Answer to all Ob- 
jections that ever have, fliall, or may be, 
railed againft Christianity. 

By PAUL LEWIS, Surgeon. 



Is there no balm in Gilead? is there no phyjician there? 
why then is not the health of my people recovered? 
Jcr. viii. 22. 

And I will pour upon the houfe of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of jerufalem, the fpirit of grace and of 

fupplication 9 and they Jhalllook upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they Jhall mourn for him, as one mourneth 

for his only Son, and Jhall be in bitternefsfor him, as 
one that is in bitternefsfor his firjl-born. Zech. xii. 10. 
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HIS fmalt Treatijh which is now 
come forth >, was (Imufi confefs) in a 
a great meaftlre extorted from me. %be 
daily paper i fcarce ever fail to inform 
% u$ of fometbing which is juji printed 
and fpeedily will be publifhed againfi 
Chrijlianity. And it muft be confeft, that there art 
0S many Advertifements of books printed and pub- 
lifhed in the defence of it ; and this perhaps you 
will fay leaves no room for me to make one of the. 
number ; and in anfwer to it* I can as readily re- 
ply ', that no one can be.affured of this, at leaft, till 
be has fotne knowledge of what I have to fay upon 
this fubjeft. But were I to fpeak my own opinion* 
Mere are too many reafons which engages me, to it 9 
and more than I care to mention atprefent ; how- 
ever the following will, I prefume, be fully fuffi*, 
cient. 
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* Tis a Truth which does not yet appear to have 
been made known to mankind that the twofold 
Nature of CbriJFs office has been more than once y 
or twice j reprefented to us by a Bruife. And this* 
I conceive, can neither eafily nor: clearly be proved 
by any One, unlefi it be a Perfon who has feme 
knowledge in the practice of Phyfick. And fo like- 
wife the Seed of the Woman, is an Expreffion 
that requires to be confidered by a Perfon thus qua- 
lified. And indeed^ there is JlilJfome neceffityfor 
this kind of knowledge, even in the confideration 
of the part ordained to be bruifed, And therefore 
it woiildbe no Unreafbnabte eonje&ure f if wejbould 
fuppofe, that the original Promife 4verwas intend- 
ed to be explained by a Perfon brought up in the 
PraStice of Phyfick, even from the very time that it 
wasfirjlpublifhed^ becaafe every part of itfeems to 
be adapted to the capacity of a Perfbn thus quali- 
fied. . : 

But, bewever, whether it was, or was not, is 
of no great confequence; the only thing, to be con- 
fidered is, what are the Advantages that will be 
gained^ when the Promife is thus explained? And 
to this I anfwer, Nothing lefs than a full and fa- 
tisfaflory Proof of the twofold nature of Cbrijt's % 
Perfon and Office. T'hefeare the fundamental Ar~ 
ticks of the Cbrijtian Faith; and I think, Ifhall 
be able to prove that they are all contained in the 
original Promife, viz. that nofooner was Sin com- 
mitted, but we had the Promife of a Saviour, and 
that this Saviour was to be God-Man; that he 
was to fuffer Death \ that he was to rife from the 
dead,^ and to deliver the whole Human Race frjom 
the treachery and Malice of the Serpent. 

% All 
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All this, perhaps you. will fay, is the height of 
Imagination; and Ifhould not, wonder at it if you 
* do. But however, IJhall make no fcruple to affirm, 
that you may as well pretend to charge Ifaiah with 
this height of Imagination, as what I have here 
publifhed in explanation of the Promife. For the 
whole drift of this Prophet was to explain the two- 
fold nature of Cbrift's Perfon and Office ; and his 
'fifty third Chapter is an admirable Explanation of 
the Bruife, and the part ordained to be bruifed, 
as, Jhall be fully proved in the following Dif 
courfe. 

But fince there is no fmall ftrefs laid on this 
part of the Argument, 9 tis therefore not at all im- 
probable that by endeavouring to make things plain,- 
I may have proved too much: what I mean by this 
is, that I may, and I believe I have fometimes^ run 
into a needlefs repetition. ' This, it muft be confeft, 
is a.fault; but then 'tis a fault on the right Side, 
it being much better to read things of this nature 
two or three times over, than not to read them at all; 
for if any onefhould by this means arrive at a full 
conviction of the Truth maintained, the very great 
advantage which he will obtain thereby, will fuffi- 
ciently compenfate for the trouble which was occasioned 
likewife by a needlefs repetition. 

To be fully affured that the fifty third chapter of 
Ifaiah was written in Explanation of the Bruife, 
and the part ordaitfd to be brut fed, will be of no 
fmall Advantage to the Cbriftian caufe-, for if this . 
can be maintained, it will be no difficult matter, to 
prove likewife, that all the antient Prophecies re- . 
lating to the Promifed Me£iab> were intended to 
A 3 * un+ 
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unfold and explain the fever al Truths contained in 
the original Promife, as well as this Chapter ; and 
in this view the Prophets will appear in their 
true Char after, that is, as Expofitors to Mofes; 
in this view the Prophets will appear to he all 
Servants of the fame Lord, and fen t with the fame 
Meffage -, namely, to furnifh Mankind with true 
Notions of thofe benefits which would be pro- 
cured for us in the Accomplifhment of the Promife. 
And from hence it will be highly reafonable to be* 
lieve, that the Difciples were appointed to be wit- 
\neffes to the Promife fullfilled ; for it would be very 
abfurd to fuppofe y that fuch great care Jhould be 
taken to unfold and explain the Promife, whiljt the 
Accomplifhment of it was in expectation, and that 
no notice Jhould be taken of it when it was ful- 
filled. The fame reafons which made it necejfary to 
fend Meffengers before, to prepare the way for the 
Coming of our promifed Deliverer, will likewije 
prove it necejfary for him to be attended with pro- 
per Witneffes when come : becaufe, without fuch 
Witneffes, if the Primitive Church (i. e. the 
Jewijb Church ) Jhould have imbibed any Erroneous 
(opinions concerning the Promife, or the facred Per* 
fon by whom it was to be fulfilled, it is morally 
ij/npoffibU that the prefint Church (i. e. the Chrijli- 
an Church ) Jhould ever have been freed from them by 
<any other means whatfoever: and therefore, as the 
Errors of the primitive Church are too notorious 
to be mentioned; fq it is very certain, that the 
fafety and prtfervation of the prefent Church re- 
quired that the Accomplijhment of the Promife, 
Jhould be well attefted. If therefore, the Time when, 
tbf bleffed Jefus appeared, was the time appointed, 
for the accomplifhment of the Promife, then there 
vpftbe no room to doubt that he was the Pet fon > 
affifinted to fulfill the Promife: for tbo* many pre- 
tended 

'LC' 



^PREFACE, vif 

hnded. Mtfntbi erofe about the Time of his Ap- 
ptarsritt^ yet not me of them was properly attend- 
*d y that is, /£# foul na proper Vouchers with 
than. Ajr this I don't mean a croud of followers 
"who are ftady to bear Witntfs to the truth of all 
that the Pretender is pleajed to fay of bimfelfi fot 
ibis, I fuppofe, every tmpefior is provided with 
-before he fets otit upon the defign of deceiving \ but 
I mean fucb PerfojU as are willing to feal their 
leftinmy with their blood; I mean, fuchperfons who 
token being tonvinced of the truth of what they are to 
report, 4HU freely lay down their lives in confirmati- 
on of it. This 1 think, might reajbnably be expos- 
ed froto thofe who were to attend on tbepromifed 
Mzffiah ; forjnee the difciple is not above his map 
ter y if therefore our promifed Deliverer was to bt 
made a Sacrifice for Sin, then I don't fee how the 
Difcipks, his Servants, could refufe to do what 
Atew 4 majter bad fo willingly done before them,* 
niare ifpeciatiy as they theeafehes were to be tnadt 
partakers of the benefits ef his Sufferings •, and 
toareefpeciaily as in bis RefumSion they had fucb 
nn undeniable pfiocf of a full and fatisfaQory rfr 
war £ Theft then^ 1 fay, are the per fans that might 
rtafmdbly be expetted to attend on the promifed 
Meffiak, kt the Time, of his Appearance be when- 
ever it &iU. . Andfinee tie blejjed Jefus is the on- 
ly Perfon who teas. thus attended-, andftnee the time 
appointed for the cohifig of tbepromifed Mefiab it 
kng Juet p<$ and gene, we therefore can by no 
means amid eancktding\*that he is the P erf on wha 
was appointed to be our Deliverer. 

This* then at one Advantage that will be gained 
by proving that tU Prophets weft no other thdn fo 
saany.ExpCjfitor* tfi Mofes. And tho 9 it is an ad-. 

A 4 . ■ vant* 
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vantage of no finall magnitude ; yet then aremanfr 
ethers arifing from it, which are every way equal, 
(if not fuperior) to it. And therefore when itjhall 
he confidered how greatly Cbriftianity will be the 
Gainer, by proving that the Prophets were Ex~ 
pofitors to Mofes ; and likewife bow greatly the 
proving, that the fifty third of Ifaiah was written 
in Explanation of the Promife, contributes to efta* 
blijh the Truth of this Argument ; whoever, Ifay % 
eonfiders the nature of this proof andfrqm whence 
it arifes, . will, I pre fume, very readily overlook 
fitch a fault as Repetition is, provided I bai)e been 
guilty of it ; and more efpecially when it /ball be 
tonjidered, that the whole of this difeourfe was 
written by Bits and Scraps juft as opportunity 
offered. 

Again, according to the title page it. appears, 
that here are very great things prom fed ; and even 
more than ever has been attempted by /my ef the 
learned Pens who have ever yet undertaken the de- 
fence of Cbriftianity, but never thdefs I muft not 
forget to inform the Reader, that I neither am, nor 
would I be thought to be the Scholar. And there* 
fore, as all that I can do in. defence of Cbriftianity y 
muft be done by dint of Reafon ; fo if I can make 
good my Promife, it will 9 I think, be dcmonftrably 
plain, that the feveral articles of the Cbriftian 
Faith are neither fo difficult to be comprehended* nor 
yet fo unreafonable Jo be believed as the Adverfaries 
to % Cbriftianity are flea fed to reprefent them* 

And now, I fuppofe, it will not be expeSed that 
this Argument fhould appear in Jo correU a Stile, 
as if it had been conduftid into the world by a Per** 
fon who bad eifher more, learning or more time t* 
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lejfow upon it: but this, Ihope,willbe no objeftion to 
it y at leaft among ft the conjidering part of mankind, 
I am fur e it ought not. For unlefs we would pay 
a greater regard to any Man's Drefs than to bis 
Perfon-, by the fame rule Truth ought always to be 
Yeceived with fitch Veneration as is due to Truth; 
(and more-efpeciaHy when it is a Truth of Confe- 
quence) let the Garb which it appears in be ever fo 
homely. . 

Again, another dif advantage which feems to at- 
tend tins Argument \ is, that there is fome appear- 
ance of Novelty in it. Truth never yet gained a 
Majority on its Jide at its fir ft appeatance. And 
the miftaken notion of the jews concerning the Ex- 
pectation of a Temporal Deliverer is a very re- 
markable Inftance, what difficulty may be expelled, 
when we would endeavour to convince any one of a 
Truth which mankind is not thoroughly well ac- 
quainted of. And even in a 'People who are lefs te* 
naeious of their Opinions, it is no uncommon thing 
for them to look round and fee, who is for and 
againft the point in debate, before- they declare their 
own opinion : fo that as long as Inter eft or Reputa- 
tion has fuch a powerful influence over us, that we 
are to be biafed by the one, and aw'd- by the other ; 
Truth will always meet with fonte difficulties before 
it is eftablijhed. But however, let the Difficulties 
arifingfrom hence be what they will, 9 tis very cer- 
tain that new Dofifriries ought always to ft and a *" 
ftrili Examination, before they are received and 
acknowledged as True; for there never was any 
thing yet publijhed (as I pre fume) but was^int end- 
ed to pafsfor Truth : and it can't poffibly be known, 
whether it be the thing thai it would pafs for or 
no; till* it has been thoroughly examined. Thh . 
> there- 
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therefore I vefy reddily fkbmit tb* provided Mafei 
and the Prophets are to determine. But before the 
Doftrine which is here advanced* is charged with 
the occupation of Novelty ', it ought to betonfi&er^ 
ed, whether any thing that is fupported by, or is 
agreeable to the writings of thefe mofi antient 4^ 
thors, can be charged with this Accufation of 
no? if it can't, then as the Truth of this Argu- 
ment is built on their Authority, fo therefore thii 
Accufation mujlfatt to the ground. 

The Fops of the Age, or to fpodk in plain Terns* 
thofe men who have no Very great liking to facred 
Authors, or who reUJb learning much more than 
Truth, it may be prefumed, will not be very well 
pleafed with any Argument that is not wellfeafond 
with learned Authors* And this* it mufi be ten* 
feft, is ah affair that is much to be lamented, as 
being very near akin to the filly which the Jew* 
were guilty of\ namely, of paying a greater regard 
So the Tradition of the Elders, than they did to 
the Sacred Scriptures : for it is very certain, that 
the haft of the Prophets is of much greater Ant bo* 
rity, than all the learned Authors when put toge* 
(her. -However, t tvould be far from leffening the 
$em which is juftly due to learning ; for tho 9 it 
has been many times perverted to a very bad ufe, 
there is no one can pretend to deny, that it likewifi 
has been of great ferviee to the Cbrifiian Caufe* 
The heft medicine in the world, when in bad 
hand$) may do a great deal of mifebief*, and there* 
fdre 4$ %oe do not charge this mifebief againji the 
mediate, but the Perfon who adminifter'd it; fa 
it wemld fy no means agree with common Jufiice tt 
endeavour to leffen the Efteem \ which is juftly due ta 
Learnings All that I would recommend is, that it 

may 
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may have itsjuft due, and nothing mare. If this 
was fir i illy obferved, I am very much inclined t* 
believe* that we Jhould Jiarce ever meet with the 
Sacred Text tortured andftrain'd infucb a manner* 
that no one can perceive any fucb Truth to have 
been contained in it, as has been pretended to be 
extra Med from it : for examine this matter when* 
ever you will, and you willahnoft always find, that 
there is fame learned opinion to be /upper ted by it. 

'But however, my Argument) as I before obferved, 
is built on facred Authority \ and it is no fmall 
Satisfaction to me, that Mofes and the Prophets 
are to fupport and maintain the Truth* of it\ for 
they undoubtedly are Authors of the great eft Credit, 
whether the prefent age will be pleafed to allow 
them this Character or no. 

But never thelefs, there is yet another difadvant* 
age which feems to threaten this undertaking much 
harder than' either of the former: And that is, if 
the prefent Age is not altogether prepojfeft againft 
Cbriftiamty, yet the generality of mankind are very 
regardlefs of it. But however, this is fo far from 
difcouraging me, that it rather prompt* me on to 
projieute my defign with fo much the more Vigor,. 
The benefits tendered to Mankind, thro 9 aftedfaft 
faith in Chrift the from fed Seed, are of the great* 
eft magnitude : and it may have fo happen 9 d, that 
the Zeqltf many may have languijhed for want of 
being fully affured that the bleffed Jefus was the 
P erf on foretold in the original Promife. That this is 
no unreafonable conjecture will, I think, very plainly 
appear to any one, who confiders hew altogether igno- 
rant of the fever al Truths contain 9 d in the Promife, 
the generality of mankind are % even to this prefent 

Moment*, 
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Moment y and likewife bow little has been/aid in de- 
fence of the writings of the Prophets, but more pat- 
ticularly that part of them where the Refurreftion of 
the promifed Meffiah is foretold. ?bis, as it is the 
fundamental Article of the Ckriftian Faith, fo the 
proving it to have been contain 9 d in the original 
Promife, will give no fmall weight to thofe paffages 
where it was foretold by the Prophets: and "when 
by this means we are enabled, to difcover a profound 
harmony between Mofes and the Prophets, as it 
% will be very reafonable to conclude, that Mofes'x 
promifed Seed, and the Prophets promifed Meffiah, 
is one and the fame Perfon\ fo if we extend our 
confederations but a very little farther, and examine 
the Tejiitnony of the Apofiles, we Jhall find fuch 
harmony and conformity thro 9 the whole, as will 
make up one irrefragable Evidence, proving beyond 
all manner of Gmtradiftion, that the Blejfed Jefus 
was the Perjon foretold by Mofes and the Prophets ; 
confequently our Zeal for Cbriftianity can never be 
in any danger of languijhingfor want of good and 
fufficient proof to fupport and maintain the Truth 
of it. For if it can be proved, that the twofold 
nature of CbriJPs.Perfon and Office, was foretold 
from the beginning ; and if it can be proved that 
each and every one of tbefe important Articles of 
our faith were afterwards more clearly revealed by 
the Prophets, with many additional notices given, 
concerning the Time and Place, when and where 
Chrift was to be born \ that he was r dally to be born 
of a Virgin, or, as. 'twas foretold from the beginnings 
to be the Seed of the Woman only \ that he was to 
be of the family of David, and to fpring up from the 
Root of Jeflc, when the Stock and Branches of this 
family was was cut down to the Ground, i. c. when 
the Royal Stile and Dignity of the family of David 
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was ended \ when the fe, together with many other 
notices, which were given by the Prophets concerning 
fever al remarkable Events that were to happen when 
this Eminent Per f on was pouring out his Soul unto 
Death are confidered, and when to this is added the 
Teftimony of the Apoftles, where you have a plain 
account bow % and by whom every one of thefe Pre- 
dictions were fulfilled % if this does not convince 
you* that the Perfon whom they have exhibited as 
the true Son of Promife, was the very Perfon who 
from the beginning was appointed to be brut fed, and 
* to bruife the bead of the Serpent \ it is very certain 
that your belief is not fufpended for want of proof 
to convince you, but becaufe you are refolved not to 
he convinced \ which aggravating circumfiance will 
undoubtedly greatly increafe your condemnation. 

Butfince the benefits tendered to mankind thro % a 
Jiedfaji faith in Chrift the promifed Seed, are of 
the great eft magnitude ; andjince all mankind either ' 
have, or may have an equal Share in them, it % is 
therefore very certain, that all mankind are equally 
concerned in the defence of Chrifttamty : and tbo' it 
muft be confeft, that all are not equally qualified for a 
work of this nature, yet it is very certain, that all 
may do fome thing; they who can 9 t defend their 
faith may pray for it: That God would be favour- 
able and gracious unto Sion, that* he would build 
the walls of Jerufalem, is the leaft that can be done 
by any of the Members of Chriftianity •, they who 
can do no more, may do this -, and they who can do 
more, are inexcufable if "they do not. 

In temporal Affairs we need no Inftruttions of 
this kind, we are ready enough to defend our Rights 
and Properties againft thefe who endeavour to 
Uffen or deprive us of them. But fmce the whole 

world 
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world, bears no proportion with what we fkay ex« * 
peff, and mojl certainly Jhall obtain thro* aftedfaft- 
faith in Chrtfk the promt Jed Seed y htm ineottfifient 
with tight teafon, bow contrary to our truejt in* 
terefi is it to be altogether regardlefs of thefafeiy . 
and the prefervation of Cbrifiianity y when it is the 
very and only path that can conduit and guide us to 
everlafiing Blifs andGlory ? This is the good old 
way, and whofoever waUceth m it, will moft cer-* 
tainly find reft for his Soul ; and wbofiever refufeth 
it, has nothing to expeS but grief and mifery* 
loth in tbeprefent life and that which is to come. 
The Jews were once the favourite people of God* 
but everfince they have reye&ed the word of God*. 
(i. c. the word of Salvation, which was publijhed 
rnParadife-,) the Seed of the Woman, their Re-, 
deemer, the Holy One of Ifcael bath rejefied them: 
tverfince tbey bave refufedto hearken to the Sound of 
the Trumpet, Jer. vi. 17. which is gone forth to the 
uttermeft parts of the Earth, the God of Ifradi 
has not only refufed to hearken to tbeir prayers, but 
liknvife to be intreatedfor them. Pray not for this 
People for their good, is the word of the Lord t*. 
the Prophet Jeremiah, chap. xiv. 11. and then 
follows, When they faft, I will not hear their Cry> 
when they offer burnt-offerings and an oblation* 
I will not accept them : but I will confume them 
by the Sword, by the famine and the peftilence. 
Seventeen hundred years has commented on their 
tfliferable condition, and notwithstanding all their 
prayers and intreaties to be delivered out of the 
hands of their Enemies, tbey bave never yet re-, 
ceived any other Anfwer to their petitions than that * 
fatal fealed decree : I will no me>re pity yo«, nor 
will I deliver you out of the hands of the king 
\pxo whole hands I have delivered you, I will not 
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feed you, nor be your Shepherd •, that that dieth, 
Jet it die* and that that is to be cut off, let it be 
cut off, Zacb. xi. 6, 9. Ever finct Jerusalem hat 
refufed to be iqftru£led> Jerufalem has been made 
is folate •, and as this is the true and only caufe of 
the defolation that is come upon this people, fo it 
will be no difficult matter to prove that the Inftruc- 
tion which they have refufed to hearken to, was the 
Sound of the trumpet which proclaimed the Prch 
mife fulfilled \ 'twas the Fefiimony of the Difciples 
concerning the Death and RefurreUion of the blejfed 
Jefus. This 19 that word of the Lord which is a re- 
proach to them -, this is that word of the Lord 
which they have no delight in 5 this is that word 
which their uncircumcifed ears .always have! and do 
nowrehife to hearken to, Jer. vi. 10. And therefore 
tve may reafonably conclude, that this is the caufe of 
all their mifery and woe. Reprobate filver fhall 
men call them (1. e. a refufe Nation) becaufe the 
Lord hath rejeSted them. Nor can the Jews them- 
felves impute it to any other caufe whatever* if 
they cpnfider only the Time from whence 
their pftfent miferable condition commenced % ' 
as for the Law of Mofes they do now asftric- 
Sfy obferve it* as it. can hi obferved* confider- 
ing the* difperfed and featured State which 
they arp in. And therefore as it can't reafonably 
if attributed to a. ntgUB of this kind, fo neither 
can it kc attributed to the Idolatrous practices 
which this people have been formerly fo extremely 
prone to* Everfince the Babylonifh Captivity the 
Jew has keenfo refined* that* not a dram of Golden 
Calf vtUl down \ he has no defire after the Cakes 
bakenfor the Queen of Heaven \ nor has he lufted 
after the Onions,, Garlick or Flejh-pots of Egypt ; 
nor ensured, upn bis. body* the figures of the letters 

of 



Digitized 



by Google 



xvi The PRE FA C E. 

of his Idol, as King Joachim did, not the Jymbo* 
lical mark of Bacchus, an Ivy-leaf: thefe andfuch 
like abominations the Jew has been cured of ever 
Jince be was carried away captive into Babylom- 
And therefore, tho 9 the prefent miferable condition 
which they labour under, can't reafonably be attri- 
buted either to Idolatry or a Violation of the Law 
of Mofes -, yet if we confider, how altogether ig- 
norant they are of the original Promife, we need 
fearch no farther for the caufe of their Defolation* 
"This is that Truth which is totally perilhed and 
cut off from their mouths; this is that Truth 
which when rejefted no Wifdom was left amongft 
them, Jer. vtii. 9* nor peace, nor balm, nor Phy- 
fician to heal them -, namely, that the Seed of the 
Woman is the true and only faving Seed. And tho* 
it was atfirji revealed by Mofes, and tho* the Pro- 
phets have been conftantly fent fo confirm and 
Jtrengihen their faith in this fpirituaP Saviour, yet 
the mijlaken Notion of a Temporal Deliverer has fo 
powerfully pppofed all that they faid upon this Sub- 
ject, that they fiill remain as ignorant of jt % as if 
the Prophets bad never faid a word in Explanation 
of the Promife. The Miferies, I fay, which the 
Jews now labour under, is becaufe they have for fa- 
ken the Lord, the Hope of Ifrael -, not God the 
Keeper and Preferver of Ifrael, wbilft Ifrael was 
bis PoJfeJJion ; but the Lord the Hope of Ifrael, 
Jer. xvii. 13. the promifed Lord, the Lord ap- 
pointed to faffer for Sin, and to deliver us from 
the Punifhment due to Sin, as f Don as Sin was com- 
mitted. That this is the truereafon of all the Cala- 
mities which the Jews do now labour under, may 
very eaftly be proved from this paffage 4>f Jeremy: 
for as it was plainly foretold, that, all they that 
for Jake this promifed Lord fhould be afhamed, that 
** they 
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they fliould be written in the Earth, and trodden 
under foot : fo in the following words ', where the 
Prophet bos JHled Him, The fountain of living 
waters, be bos given us fucb a Character of him 
as is perfectly agreeable witbMofes's promifed Seed ; 
for as Mofes'i promifed Seed was to defeat the de- 
fig** of the Serpent^ and deliver us from the fnare 
of the Tempter ; fo by drinking of tbefe living wa- 
ters which flow from this fountain % the hope of 
Ifraei, we may expeff to receive a perfeff cure for 
this deadly ppifon, Sin. This is the difeafe that 
Mankind was infefted with, when the Serpent 
tempted, our firfi Parents to difobey \ and this the 
Remedy provided againfi it, as plainly appears by 
what follows : Heal me, O Lord, and I fhall be 
healed ; lave me, and I (hall laved * for thou art my 
praife. // would be an endlefs work to enumerate 
fucb paffages, as prove that the prefent miferable 
Qircumfiances which the Jews do now labour under* 
etre. wholly owing to their rejecting the Lord, the 
Hope of Ijrael, or that this Lord was to be a Spi- 
ritual Saviour : and therefore I fhall only olferve 
further \ that their Calamities do not end with this 
prefent life ; for they mufi either drink of tbefe 
living waters, or perifb eternally $ they mufi either 
Uften to the found of the Trumpet, and hearken to 
thofe Watchmen whom God has fet over them, to 
guide their feet into the Paths of peace ; or the 
trouble which they meet with in this world, is a 
Shadow, a mere nothing, in corqparifon of what 
ibey may expett to meet with in the next. And 
therefore, whoever confiders the dangerous, confer 
quence of lejfening our faith in Cbrift, mufi acknow- 
ledge* that our greateft care and concern ought to 
be to oppofe, with the utmofi Vigor, all thofe who 
endeavour to oppofe /^Chriftian Faith. 
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Butfince every Man aught U he deemed injurious 
in proportion to the mifcbief which he is en- 
deavouring to accempltfb % and fince ne greater in- 
jury can be done to any Man* than toUJJuade him 
from drinking of thefe waters, which are provided 
as the true and only remedy again fi this deadly 
poifonSin, (i. e. to leffen his faith inCbriftv) then 
it will follow in courfe y that whoever attempts any 
thing againft the Chriftian Faith, is mt only 
an Enemy * but even one of the worfi fort of Ene- 
mies that mankind has to deal with \ and as it is 
one of the worfi fort of Crimes, fo it is the only crime 
that maybe written inexcuiable.ytftf other crimes may 
in a great meafure be excufed. For Murder a Man 
way plead the very great provocation tba* was 
given him ; and that what be did was done in his 
own defence, or that he really had no defign of do* 
ing it. For theft a man may plead the urgent ne- 
ceffity of his condition y and whenever the fitong 
Man comes, who has power to break thro 9 ftone 
Walls \ there is no one knows what be would do 
t.o free himjelf from the Power <(f fo dangerous an 
adverfary. Much may befaid in excnfefor any other 
fort of Crimes but this * and this is a crime of fifth 
a nature \ as to admit of none \ % tis Blafpbemng 
qgainft the Holy Gbofi\ 'tisqffiming that all thai 
was done by the Prophets in Explanation of the 
Promife> and ail that was done by the DiJ&ipleSj he 
at deflation of the Promife fulfilled* was done thro* 
the affifiance of a Lying Spirit y and not the Spirit 
of Truth. And therefore, as it muft needs he a 
Crime of the greatejt Magnitude^ fo (Imuft ccnfefi) 
I fee no hopes of a Pardon \ fer+ a* it is a. Crime 
that is void of all Temptation^ fo there is no repa- 
ration to be made to the party who is drawn . into, 
or influenced by it j for we mufi either drink ofibck 
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living Waters, or perijb eternally ; i. e. we mufi 
either believe in the Merits of CbriJPs Sufferings^ 
or we can never hope to be made partakers of bis 
Salvation ; and confequently, whoever endeavours 
to leffen our Faith in Chrift by any means what- 
ever \ may moftjuftly be fiiled a pefi amongft the 
people* and ought to be more carefully avoided than 
any deadly diftemper, there being much lefs danger 
in fucb a difeafe, than there is infucb a Companion. 

Again \ it is further to be obferved, that in the 
profecution of this Argument ', the greateft ftrefs is 
laid on the writings of the Prophets •, and to con- 
fefs the Truth, it was intended to,be finijhed with- 
out confidering the Teftimony of the Apoftles \ but 
this I found to be altogether impoffible. For as the 
writings of the Prophets confift of many prediSi- 
ons relating to the promifed Meffiab ; if tbofe pre- 
di&ions have not received their accomplijhment ac- 
cording to the time and manner as was foretold by 
the Prophets, then their veracity will be very 
much to be fufpeSed. Andjince the Difciples are 
the only Perfons who have undertaken to give us an 
account bow, and in what manner, their pr editi- 
ons have been fulfilled, we mufi necejfarily have re- 
courfe to their Teftimony before we can be able to 
form any true Notion of the veracity of the Pro- 
phets. And this being the only uje intended at pre- 
fent to be made of the Teftimony of the Apofiles, 
it will not, I pre fume, be thought that their Tefti- 
mony is left out as being defe&ive, but rather be- 
cause there is proof enough to fupport and maintain 
the truth of Chriftianity without it. And likewife 
becaufe there are many things to be obferved from 
their Testimony that well deferve a feparate con- 
fideration. 
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The INTRODUCTION. 

i ! 

| O S E S being fent to recommend and 
eftablifh the worfhip - of the one only 
true God, his firft attempt is to inform 
mankind of die wifilom, power, and 
beneficence of the Divine Being, from 
whom he was fent. Agreeable to this defign is the 
accoUnt which he has given us of the creation of 
all things. And this bong laid as the fundamen- 
tal part of his argument for that faith and obe- 
dience, which is requir*d of us, he afterwards 
proceeds to intimate to us the reafonablenefs of 
thefe duties, from a principle of gratitude, fhew- 
ing, how much, had been done for us, and how 
little was requir'd in return. > . 

And as this ever was allow'd to be one of this 
moft perfuafive arguments that can be ufed to ra- 
tional creatures •, fo it might very reafonabty J»ve 
been expe&ed, to have been attended with an uni- 
verial fuccefs. And to this pyrpofe he has informed 
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ys, that the jarhole creation, ,tl>e produce of the fi* . 
<!ay*s labour- was freely beftow'd upon man,* with- . 
out any other referve than one tingle tree, which 
was excepted, as we read Gen. i. 26. And God 
/aid, let us make man 'injur image, and after our 
tikenefs, and let them have dominion over the fifh 
If'tbt fea£ an^ovfr thf fowfyf f\e air, an^ oyer 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that cre&etb yfon the earth, &c. 

In die creation of all things, and the dominion 

which was -thus ^verKopaiy ^ie wjftomggpwer* 

and t tbcnefitenccjfc>f flpri great Creator are :fully 

enough explained. And thefe divine excellencies 

bong duly ronfider'd» the rrafnnMepefc and i)f- 

ceflity of all kinds of religioOs worfhip will not, 

Iprefume, bfe difputod, ^ Jfett'by anyone, who 

acknowledges the feveral truths thus recorded by 

x Mofe$. Ear, wtetcverin^*tki^6 n>ayl)e io$tf& 

in the temper jof (mankind^ yeVU k is a \#$e which 

as aimoft univer&tty hated ; fp tbece/t3 90 ojne, who 

\rould willingly difcover thus much of himfelf, as 

to pretend to aflfert, <hat tbo- he ftands indebted 

$aGod, both for hi&being> and likewise; for. his 

well-being, yet this is Ad ,rea£>& why he ihould 

-honour and obey him ; becaufe iuch an aifettion 

as this would: difcover fuch rbafenefe of the <mifld* 

as would render the author of it rather to ix.dor 

^>ifed than regarded. t ... 

• TJie Athcift therefore, in« ardar >to foa» Jt mane 

juftifiable »cufccfor .the joegbft :of /thofe duties 

which are requir'd of him^ has (thought it by 

much the fefer method to difovm^the .truth i)f both, 

-well knowings that the bace ^cknoMdedgqnonr of 

'the one* £jfficae^tly p*orc*» the irsa&nahlcDefc and 

-neceffity of the other* 

. ..« % • But 
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. But in order to confute and flop the progrefs of 
thofe idle and groundlefs reports, which are fpread 
abroad by this impious fort of people; and to vin- 
dicate thofe truths, that Mofes intended to incul- 
cate to mankind againft their ungodly clangours, 
and thereby to engage men to the performance of 
religious duties ; let us only confider the parts and 
facilities whereof man is compofed and poffeft, and 
thefe will eafily afford a moft convincing argument 
to this purpofe. For at toy time we nod not fcek 
for any other proof of the being of God, and 
that he is poffeft of all thofe excellences, which 
Mofes reprcfents him poffeft of (and confequently, 
that to worihip aod adore him, muft be a duty 
incumbent on mankind, and todifpenfibly neceflary 
to his happinefs) than what may be Qbtained by 
looking into ourfelves. For inftance, whoever 
tonfiders how beautiful the eye is, how well pro- 
poition'd, how advantageoufly , placed, and like- 
yrife how well it is defended, will have fufficient 
reafon to acknowledge, and reft fully fatisfied, that 
nothing inferior to a God of infinite witlom and 
power could be the maker of it. 

But to enlarge yet more upon this fubjeft, and 
confider this organ of fight more fully : let me 
afk, of what ufe would the eye have been, had 
there been no fuch fluid as light ? It is not the 
beauty only, but the benefit of the part as well, 
that muft furnifh us with true notions of the wif- 
dom, power, and goodneis of God who form'd 
it : and whenever this fhall be fairly and duly con- 
fider'd as it ought, fince it is very evident, that 
light without an ,eye> or an eye without light, 
Cbuld> have been of no manner of ufe to the crea- 
ture ; then it will no lefs evidently appear from the 
mutual relation that they ftand in to. each other, that 
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whoever form'd the' eye, created the light like- 
wife •, becaufe to form an organ fo well qualified"? 
to anfwer the purpofe that the eye was defigned 
for, could not have been attempted by any other 
being, but fuch an one only as had the moft< per- 
fect -knowledge of the true nature and properties*- 
of light. 

* Again, there is I fuppofe* no room to doubt,, 
that we, who enjoy the benefit of fight, have z, 
very perfeft knowledge of the advantages whicb 
we receive thereby : and a very little confiderstion 
will prove, that the whole advantage which we 
now receive > from this fenfe, was as perfe&ly 
known to him, by whom the eye was formed, as 
it is now to us, on whom this benefit is conferred. 
All indeed, it mull be confefled, have neither 
leifure, nor a capacity to examine and confider 
the whole contrivance in the mechanifm of the eye? 
yet as noojie can be ignorant, that it is covered or 
elded by an upper and under lid when deeping, 
and that as good care is taken for the preferva- 
tion of it, by the continual motion of the eye-lids, 
when the bufinefs of the day demands its fervice* 
fo every one may very eafily perceive a rnoft per- 
feft knowledge of the ufefulnefs of that organ of 
fight in that Divine Being, by; whom it was formed. 

* And fo likewife the tears which fo readily flow, 
whenever any dirt or duft gets into the eye, if du- 
ly confider?d, will contribute another proof of the 
fame kind with the former. For as we might 
eafily hf ve been depriv'd of the ufe and benefit of 
the eye, unlefs fomething had been contriv'd to 
free it from fiich dirt and filth, as the nature of 
the office aflign'd to it muft nceefiarily expofe it . 
to ; and fince there is proper care taken in the la- 
chrymal fluid, to prevent the ill conferences from 
-... . . *. thence 
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tfasice arifing: though every one is hot fenfible 
how, and by what means wd are fiirnifh'd with 
this fluid, yet as no one can be ignorant that we 
ace very plentifully furailh'd with it, upon thi^ and 
the like occafions ; fo neither can any one who con- 
ftders it, be ignorant, that the maker of it mull 
be a being of infinite wifSom, and muft needs 
know of what advantage it would 6t to the crea- 
ture* 

. And "to the lame purpofe is the exceeding quick 
motion of the eye, whereby it" is fo fuddenly 
tun&'dfrom one objeft to another, without the 
afliftance of any other mufcles, than fuch as are 
proper to the eye itfelf. 'Tis true, eveiy one is 
not fenfibfe,- that, the eye is moved by fuch proper 
mufcles of its own, four ftrdight, and two ob- 
lique-, yet no. one can be ignorant of the benefit 
which he receives by this quick motion, which 
thefe mufcles contribute to the eye ; arid therefore 
oone can be. ignorant of the wifdom and power 
of that Divine Being, who was the maker of it. 

But once more : fince each man is poffefs'd of 
twb^eyes, and, fince the intent and defign of this 
double prpVifion for fight could be no other, but 
the more effectually to fecure the benefit which 
3*e *fijoy by it ; fo the carefully guarding againft 
accidents <of all kinds, but more efpecially this of 
a .total privation of this fenfe, by the double pro- 
vifion which has been made for it, whereby we 
ftill enjoy the benefit of fight, thro* the part not 
injurM, (tho* we fhould be deprived of one eye) 
^very ftrongly argues a moft perfed knp\f ledge -in 
4hat wife architeft, who form'd the eye, of the 
whole .benefit jhat .would be derived on the crea- 
♦ dtuire from this fenfe of feeing : and not only this, 
:5 bwt likcwife greater manifefts tQ us his gQp^neft, 
.... B 3 who 
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who took fiich provident care fe feeiire t» h& 
creatures that valuable and necefl&y blefling, which 
being once entinjly.loft, is haidlyTecover'd. In a 
word, fuch evidenbe* are there to be colleftcd 
from vifion only, that any one who will but give 
himfclf the leaft time tb confider it, may be fully 
fatisfied of the truth of Mofes in his hiftory of the 
creation, and of the wifclom, pdwer, and benefi- 
cence of our great Creator, which he intended t$ 
difplay in it. 

There are the fame proofs of the truth of the Mt- 
fate hiftory, and of thefe divine attributes, likewife 
to be colle&ed from thefenfe of hearing, as there are 
from the fenfe of feeing. For there is the lame mu- 
tual relation between founds and thee*r, as there is 
between light arid the eye; there is the fame care 
taken For die prefervation of our hearing, as ther^ 
is of our feeing y there is likewife a double provi- 
fion made in this cafe, as well as in the other, ill 
order the more effe&ually to fecure Us of the benefit 
which we enjoy by this fenfe -, and therefore the 
evidences of the wifdom, power, and beneficence 
of our great Creator, thus to be colledted froirt 
hearing, being equal to thofe which are to be col- 
lected from tnfion, will likewife contribute an equal 
proof of the veracity -of the writings off Mofev. 
Much might be faid upon fo copious a fubjett \ 
but however, I fhall only add thus much con* 
cerriipg the nature and quantity of the blbod. 

It is a truth very well known, that the air and 
'the blood are incorporated together in the lungs : 
and as it is very evident, that tfie fluidity of the 
blood is by this means prefervVi ; and a$ it is like* 
r Wife very evident, that the life of the creature 
wJiolly depends on a juft degree of fluidity, ft* 
.from hence it is demonftrable, ihat as nothing bui 

- *" infinite 



„ Digitized 



by Google 



<tie I NTMtOHU OTH>JiTv ? 

infinite \riftkMti could fore&e whit, degree of flui* 
dity would beft contribute to the prefenration of 
tht creature, lb neither could any thing Ids than 
nfiftttt wifdom tod power give foch an exaft 
^quilihriuiii to the preffure of the fluids, and the 
clafticky df the fbfids, as to prevent the velocity 
tff the blood being cither increafed or decreased, 
which, was it fi> to be, tnuft neceflarily deftroy 
tk£ creature, inftead of being the means of pre* 
ferving it. 

But farther : there is likewife a prefer quantity 
of this fluid to be maintained, as well asajuft 
degree of fluidity. Now who can imagine^ that 
any being inferior to an all-wife God, could fa 
contrive the mechanifm of the ftomach and inte* 
ftm&, that they fliould £onftantly fupply and fur- 
nifli the cttamm with a nutritious juice, Supplying 
*he wafte which has been made by eaercife or hard 
labour* whereby the prefervatioa of the creaturd 
is moft effe&uatty fecur'd. 

The benefits derived on the creature from food 
and the air* are fufficiently known to all; the moft 
ignorant of mankind (provided- he -has but th& 
jw>wer of thinking) cannot be infallible of them J 
and therefore, whdftdr a man is acquainted or n6 
WMi the mahiier h6Hv the aif and the blood art 
fcrcorppteted together, or how th* nutritious juicfe 
j&er having been duly digefteS in tfie ftomach, 
i* drawn off by the /lafteals, in it&.paflage thro* 
the infceftines : WhetfhtfTor no, KTay, a man can 
comprehend' how either of thefe is-ifon*, 'tis of M> 
^•eat confeq^eiWe*, 'for fince fto mah is igno- 
rant, that he cannot long fubfift without both ait: 
«nd- food ; frorii this knowledge only, any on* 
may be abte to ptt>Ve, that- man ftahds indebted 
fbfr v fcfc WtiRefiGi id Tome aii-vrtfe - *fcd 'powerfal 
: B 4 being, 
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being, fuchas aafcers to die notion .whitehwft;cft*: 
tertain of God. For if the air was; n^t cpmpofedj 
of fucb particles, as whenjningled with the blood* 
would rarify its*grofler particles, ^nd by this mean* 
prcferve the fluidity of. it, where would have beea 
the ufe of the lungs ? and unfefs thp earth had, 
brought forth her incrpafe, where would h^ye^ 
been the ufe of the ftomach? and unlefs the fto-> 
mach.bad been fo formed a^ to be capable of di- 
geftion, where would have been the ufe of thi$ ipi 
cteafe after it was. brought forth ? From hence it 
does^ I think, very plainly appear, that by look- 
ing into ourfelves, we may be folly convine'd of 
the feveral truths that have been ^revealed by 
Mofes. 

" But fince the benefits which have been aln. 
" ready cpnfider'd, are common to all other area- 
« 6 tures as well a$ man 5 that js, fince heating* 
". feeing, eating,, drinking^ breathing, 6?f. ,.are 
f c benefits in common to brutes as well as to us* 
" this can by no means be faid to be a full proof 
I* of the fapremacy, that man was faid to be iiv* 
<c veiled with over the brutal world when firfl; 
> c created. And y« the main, and indeed only 
* 6 proof wanting to convince tjs of the veracity of 
P the whole account relating to the creation, as it i* 
.** recorded by Hsfis 9 is that which relates to this 
«« fupremacy.' • ; To this the anfwer is ready, that; 
the glorious prerogative of Reafon, whereby thi? 
fupremacy- '13 dill jnaintaip'd, affords the fame 
full proof of the.; dominion that was given to our 
firft parents : pv*f the teft . of God's creatyres, as 
the ear, the eye, fcfc: give proof of die wifdom, 
power, and goodnefs of God, by whom we wer$ 
form'd. For. foce by this means we are taught 
ftpd enabled. tQ.ipakf the properties and £#«*$ 
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of al) other creapitcs fobfervient to our ufe and 
purpofes, 'tis evident wc have the fupremacy 
over them. 

. And finge this faculty, , whereby this fupremacy, 
is maintained, could rot poffibly have been ob- 
tained by man After he was created, any more than 
it can now be obtained by an horfe or an afs, or 
any other creature that wants it, 'tis evident it 
muft have been bellowed upon him : And what 
Being inferior to God can be fuppofcd to have been 
the author and giver of this noble gift, whereby 
man is diftinguifhed from, and rank'd above, every 
other fublunary part of the creation ? But if the 
/rame and constitution of man, nay, of every 
(ingle part of him, is fufficient of itfelf to prove 
an all-wife and powerful God to have been the au- 
thor of our being*, then, a? it would be abfurd to 
fuppofe that any Being could do a greater work, 
which could not do a lefs, it mud be concluded that 
as God bellowed upon us the nobler part, the Soul, 
with all its Acuities, and this moft excellent of all, 
Reafbn, the fure teftimony and evidence of man's 
fupremacy over the hrutal world, fo he likewife was 
the bountiful author of the whole. So clearly may 
the truth of the Mofaick hiftory of the creation be 
proved from the parts and faculties whereof man 
is compofed and poffefs'cL And fuch confident- 
Oons, when duly attended to* one would think, 
niiift needs flop the mouth of the moft inveterate 
Atheift, make him renounce his impious principles, 
. and cry out with BaaTs worfhippers, The Lord 
be is the God\ for they mull perceive that 'twas 
the Lord that made the round wrld, and all that 
\s therein. 

The veracity of our author, in his account of 
fj$ geation, being thus clearly to be proved by 

looking 
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tobking irfto otirfelVes ; it AntoM, I thlrik r b* rid 
ftnall engagement- on ua tb give the more clofe atn 
tention to what fallows concerning the Fall and Re^ 
demption of niahkind, wherein are evidently e- 
noughdifpfcy'd to us the truth and heiinefs, jufticef 
dnd mercy of our great Creator -, morcf efpec&liy* 
ii it is not only a matter of thfc utmoft confe- 
rence, but Ukevftfe as it i§ a matter <rf* the moft 
untoerfal extent > i. e. as it rtJates not only to the 
good, but to the eternal gdocj and welfare, not 
dnly of one, or fome few, but of every particular 
perfon in the world. 

And tho* k mull be confefled, that what hast 
been already 6bferved concerning our creation, » 
in irielf fully fufficient to prove, that we ought to 
hbnour and Obey our great Creator in aU things ; 
yet when 'thi nature of our redemption is confi- 
derfcd, together with the manner how, and the 
perfon by whom this great wbflc was to be com- 
pleated for us, as the proof of the Divine love and 
mercy which arte fexhibited tb mankind, thro* the 
ftiffenngs of our bruised Redeemer, wiB very 
much exceed all thofe which are to be colle&ed 
from what has been revealed concerning our crea- 
tion ; fo it will greatly enforce the obligation we 
lie under to the performance of religious duties. 

But before I proceed to this, it will be neceflary 
to confider "whkt Mofis has recorded ! of the un«i 
happy fall of man, that lb we may take a view of 
that miferable ftate, from which mankind had need 
of redemption ; and this, in order to the bettefr and 
tnore eafy clearing up of fome truths that will de- 
mand our attention in the profecution of the follow-? 
ing difcourfe. This account of man's Fall then, I 
lhall make tfre fobjeft of % cfift}h& chapter, a* 
follows. ..-.*: •.; 
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Of THE 

FALL of MAN, 

Miferabfe State he was reduced to 

by SIN, 

| N the preface to the original promife 
of Redeihpticin, we are informed by 
Mofes f that when God placed his new- 
made creature man (whom, as the 
wife man tells us* he created to bo 
tfrimoitaJ, v a^d made to be an image of hi* 
own etpirity/ and cfcnflituted heir of everlafting 
happiriefc, oh condition of obedience in the garden 
pf Ejfah a pbce Where nothing neceflary or de? 
lighcfol y is wanting ; he gave him free liberty to 
eat trf every tree of the garden, except only of onc^ 
called thfe tree of knowledge of good and evil. And 
of this k teferve was made, that he fhould not eat 
pf it, nor touch it (in order to try his faith and o? 
fredifence, as weU :as gratitude) under this fevere 
penalty, $bat in the d&y be eat thereof be Jbould 
'jfurefydie. Gen.i. i€, 17. 

Bta the ferpent, by which is jfieant the devil, 
Xwhairad but lately beph difcarded the Divine fa- 
vour, and Was driven from the regions of blifs and 
happihefi down to f!he$QQ!ny aby£ of horror and 

" deipair) 
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12 Of the Fall of Man,. 

defpair) bong fraught with envy at the happy fla- , 
tjpn that our firft parents were placed in, and • 
prompted with malice againfi: them, refolved to* 
ufe his utmoft endeavours to perfuade them to in- 
fringe the law of God, and break the command- 
ment he had given them ; very readily, and k with 
reafon enough foppofwgk that if he could fucceed 
in «dris black, dcfign, their deftrudfiw woufcl cer- 
tainly follow. 

The devil was too ftibtile and wily a fpirit not 
to know which was the likelieft way to obtain his 
ends, before he bqjan his afiault. Eve± who *fl$ 
made to be *he hclp-m*te pf -man^ he knew fo be 
$he weaker fide, Jf d therefore fitter to be attack'd, 
as eaGer to be overcome. And whether by fome 
previous difcourfe with her, or whether byfome other 
means, he found perfefi: happinefs to be thfe film and 
fubftance of their wifhes ; accordingly he gilds his 
bait, periuading the Woman that God; in debarring 
them the ufe of the tree of knowledge of Good and 
Evil, was an enemy to their happinefe; and that his 
threatening them with death, if 'they cat of it, was no 
more than a bugbear to deter them from being as 
happy as he was himfelf. Te jbatt not furely Me+ 
fays the tempter, fir God doth hum that in the 
day ye eat thereof, then your rfts Jhallie 9pmid % 
cndyejhaU he as Gods, knowing good and wit. 

Very fpecious pretences indeed ! than which no- 
thing could be more likely to take with, and pre- 
vail upon human nature c To be made like God, 
who is infinitely happy in lus own nature, and 
in one particular to have a fhare of knowlccteg 
above the wifeft of beings, viz. experimentally to* * ^ 
know evil as well as good, is an argument* that "i 
might have prevailed over any mortal, as: well. as 
pur firft parents, if nothjpg* more than, the ar- 
gument; 
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and the nttferahk State, &c, i$ 

gument was confidered -, and moreover, to this he 
added, -that the fruit of the tree was an excellent 
food, having in' it nothing of a deadly quality •, and 
if judgment might be made of it in this particular, 
by its appearance, it rtiuft needs be fo ; for it was 
pleafant and beautifol to the fight. \ With fuch per- 
fuafive arguments did this common enemy of man- 
kind attack the innocent pair. And now, was it 
poffible for flefti and blood to refift fuch tempta- 
tions ? PoflibJe, to be fore, it was, or dfe God had 
never required it 5 but at the lame time very diffi- 
cult it was, as* the event difcovered. For man, 
tho* he was made upright, and had no corruption 
of nature to facilitate the foccefs of the temptation, 
neverthelefs was overcome by it, and did eat of 
the tree that had been fo ftri&ly forbidden him of 
God: And what was the confequence of this dif- 
obedience ? Were the pretentions of the deceiver 
true, or were they pretenfions only ? Nothing more. 
Every part of <his argument was falfe: Inftead of 
man's becoming like God, he became more like 
the devil himfelf, defiled and pollut&i with (in; a 
rebel to his maker, and an enemy to himfelf : *Tis 
true, he acquired the knowledge of evil by his tranf- 
greffion, which he had infinitely better been with- 
out -, but then he loft the more amiable quality, 
good, which he had infinitely much better have 
kept. And however pleafant the fruit was to the 
tafte, it proved quite different in the event ; for 
the impoftor's argument, ye /ball not furely die, 
was fo contrary to truths that Adam had no fboner 
tafted, but the original decree became in full force 
againft him, and all his pofterity :• Againft him, as 
the principal offender, and againft his pofterity as 
fo many (lips or branches of this polluted ftock. 
in a word, this grand deceiver is very juftly de- 
ferring 
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ferving pf that odious cf^raft^r given hw JP &e 
Gofpcl j ije is q Iyar> atylffye Jtffrer pfif. — And 
thus the wretched pair, froff* whom the Yikvk hu- 
man race djCriye their pedigree, ftrivipg tfrjje hip- 
py, became jjiqft mfeable : Aifuing at unlawful 
knowlqig!, ftey became jijflfl: igtw^pt ; for trtw 
did their JcpQ^Jedge amouflj: tfl,. mow thw being 
confcious' of j&eir nakjedficfe £nd guilt ? tfe w?s 
all they cpuJ4 bpaft pt ; but hPF they fliQUld e- 
Jeape the puftjfhmeifc di# to their gtiltj the 
far morje m$8&y tbmg t» be kaown, this they 
remained enftrdy igftorax* of, as appear* fo 
that foolifli #t£*npt of feiBkiflg to hide tbefafelyes 
from the prcfenoe of {jinh wfcofe xpajffky Alls 
both heayen and earth, and feo whofe afi-pferctng 
eye the thickeft darkaef? i$ a£ jippn-day. 

When thus wido&e by tfte treachery aod malice 
of the ferpent, whilft our firft parents were rumi- 
nating on their wretched Safe, God, wb# %s of 
purer eyes (ban to heboid iniquity, who yrifi not 
juftify the wicked, nor foffer the (inner to go 
unpunilhed, co/nes to judge and condemn the 
criminals to that puniftiment, which they, by 
lin, had made themfelves obnoxious to : They, 
.who before cpnfider'd Gpd .only as their creator 
and moft boXintiful benofaftor, are now to confider 
•hijn as thek awful judge, and both were fumtpon'd 
^before their fended G.od, with an Adam 9 where 
ftp tpgn ? 'JPfce voice was .heard, and cosqld npt be 
f WJtoh#ood ; to avoid their trial was impoffible, and 
ito .deny the fad in vain ; both truth and juftice 
ym$ againft them, and confidence testified that 
itjtiey were guilty. What more could they do, but 
^knowledge how and by jvhom they were ;be* 
,trayM ? Tried and convi&ed by their own.oon- 
^8ffiQn> die fentence denounced aejainft them was 
2 agreeable 
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tod thiWifhvble &tete> kc. iy 

reJarreBim from tie dead: And as We are thw 

plainly told* what we loft by the firft Mam> b 

Hkewifc we are no lefi plainly add what we arc re- 

ftarcd to by the fkand \ for fo it follows, A* in 

Adam all Ak s evtnfo in Cbrifijhull all be made a- 

htm ; i Cor* KV r 21, 22. Again it is very db&r- 

▼able, that our bleflfcd Lord promilcs to his difci- 

ples life end immortality ; and where would have 

been the advantage of tins proniife, if man, by ch 

riginal fin, had not been deprived of immortality 2 

L^ thb be uiuitrftood to be the tftje ftateof man* 

kind* when guilt wis cemtrafted^ and then out 

bidfed Lord, ike a wife Phyfician, will appear to 

hwre tendered a rafiedy proper for the difeafe that 

his patient* wcrc iqfafted with, whom he was coma 

to heal. Qntheochelhand, how altogether UMjual** 

6cd £or dwofiiCE muft fuch a deliverer be, as thejrtw 

arckvkifig for, even at thii tfdy day ? For fince death 

wai this debt caritra&ed when fin Was committed* 

of what advantage would k temporal deliverer be, 

or all the endowments which he could beftow upon 

us* feeing that we draft fhortly die, ahd leave thena 

4t behind us i .How much more beaxniog of that 

eminent conqueror, who was appointed t6 defeat 

the defigns of die ferpent, was it to proirafi a re* 

fanx&ion from the dead, to a wretched race coo* 

demned to die? How eaiily migbt the Jew (if hd 

would bnt opa> Iris eyes) fed in this proroifc a.preg* 

tsuit proof of die true Meffiah ? How fu!iy fitta* 

£bd might he be* that the deliverer prctaifed froril 

the beginning; was to be a fphritual and not a ttm* 

pocal dciwerer ? . Such a one as could ranfom us 

frm tin grave<> and redeem, us from death ? This, 

wd no other deliverer, could defeat the defigns of 

the ferpent ; and, therefore moft jxift and reafonabfe 

is k to conclude, th^t this and no other deliverer 

C . was 
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i8 flbe FXll of Mau> 

Has promifed. But to return : without confidering 
any thing more in the New Teftament, the fen- 
tence .denounced againft our firft parents, after 
they had difbbey*d, is in itfetf fufficient to fhew, 
what was meant by death, the puniihment men-, 
tion'jd in the original decree. Dujt thou art> and 
unta duji thou fiuUt ntwrn* are as plain words as 
any in ail the facred fcriptures. Nor can any one 
need to be told, that by this was meant, that he 
fliould be reduced to fenfelds matter. This the* 
was^ the miferable ftate that mankind was reduced 
jo :. A miferable ftate indeed ! and more efpecially 
if we confider the former part of the fentence, 
which gives us to underftand, what every one now 
experiences ; namely, that the prefent life fhould 
be one continued fcene of toil and trouble ; and 
notwithftanding this, that death, the puniihment 
due to guilt, Ihould (till be inflifted on all the fons 
tf Adam. And this being the cafe with fallen fin- 
fol man, if there is no hope after this life is ended, 
then is man of all creatures the moft miferable. The 
advantages of the prefent life being wholly fquan- 
der'd away in the difobedience of our firft parents, 
what have We left to fupport us under the 
troubles and afflictions that are an unavoidable con* 
fequence of being cloathed- v/ith human nature, 
but. the hopes and aflurance of a better, of a 
much happier life when this is ended? Surely 
nothing more ; and if fb, it will be a matter of 
die greateft prudence in us, ftri&ly to examine, 
and . carefully to confider, fuch paffages as are 
recorded in the facred fcriptures, to give us this 
hope and aflurance ; and to prevent, on the con- 
trary, that worft of evils, defpair, which, without 
theift, muft needs attend all who rightly confider 
their prefent unhappy ftate; And of this kind the 
- ♦ - Original 
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and the mferdble$tate> &c. . igj 

Original Promife is the very root and foundation of 
all the reft ; and whatever was added by the fuo 
ceeding prophets, in order to cherifh and fupport 
this fure and fteadfaft hope, was revealed in expla- 
nation of the original promife, as will very plainly 
appear by comparing Mofes'k promifod feed, and the 
promifed Meffiah together : Here we (hall find the 
fufterings the fame, the benefits to be procured by 
die (offerings the fame, and the facred perfon thus 
appointed to fuffer, the fame Hkewife. But before 
we attempt a thing of thte kind, it will be necefiary 
that we rightly underftahd the Original Promife. . 
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EXPLANATION 

or t.h| 

P R OMiSE 



[HEN fhame and fear had been thus 
introduced at the expence of innocence, 
and no other thoughts fucceeded to 
mankind, but fuch only as reprefented 
to them the wretchednefe of their ftate, 
and filPd them with dreadful apprehenfions of the 
punifliment they had incurred, and muft certainly 
expeft to fuffeF-, and no other profpeft of relief to 
be found, but that of fleeing from the Divine pre- 
fence, in which there is fullnefs of joy, and at 
whofe right band, there is pleafure for evermore, 
(which muft needs be a jemedy worfe than the 
difeafe :) In this moft miferable and wretched ftate 
new fcenes of the Divine excellencies are difplay'd ; 
and, as dio* Mercy had outrun Juftice, and was 
forwarder to forgive than the other was to punifh, 
before the dreadful fentence of death was pafled 
upon mankind, the Divine mercy is moft wonder- 
JfilllykJifcovered, thiD'a promife made, which was, 
That the Seed of the Woman jhould bruise the 
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An EXPLANATJON, &C. 21 
head *f thi Serpekt, and that the SfcfcPBtoT 

Jbttild BRUISE bis fcBBE. 

But here the Libertine, who, tho* he wilj not own 
himfelf an Atheift in his principles* proves Mm- 
felf no other in his life and converfatibn* fqoffingly 
cries, cc Where is mercy fo eonfpicuous Hi this pre* 
*' mile? which is no more than a predi&ion of ail 
44 odd kind of encounter between the Serpent And 
44 the Offspring of the woman, whereift one of th* 
44 combatants fhould get his head broke, add the 
" other his heel hurt, and both come off wounded 
" in the engagement. Small Comfort this td 
44 Adam and £w, who had juft made themfelres 
44 obnoxious to death, wd each moment etfpfc&ed 
44 the fad fentenee to be paffed upbn them* to hear 
44 that their feed fhould receive a freJh injury from 
44 that very enemy which had fo lately vanquished 
44 them. The enemy, indeed, has no great reafen 
44 to boaft of this encounter* beCattfe he, is lo be* 
44 of die two, fomething {he gpeafcer fufferer in it< 
"But what then? Gaft it be imagm'd that thi* 
44 Will repair the lots that Ahm* and* as it is iaid* 
44 in him all human nature faftained, by means of 
44 the ferpent ? Can this combat free the gjuitey 
44 race fh*m thofc calamities that are due to fin ? 
V Or by this means cad the fentence of death de* 
44 nourtced dgaiflft guilt be revoked ? Daily expo* 
44 rieftce tells us the coribrary . In flittt then, the 
" cafe is plainly thus : Either this promift has no 
44 relation af all to the ciredmftaiwes of mankind* 
44 or it ha*» If k ha* not, Mfi* haft been very 
94 far from reprefemtog God sis" a being 6f infinite 
44 wifdom, when he makes hurt the author of it: 
44 if it has, inftead of fettift&God. forth as abe- 
44 ing of infinite mercy, he has dine qukd tht ta* 
44 trary, .and made tafr appear tooft cruel and 
.. » C 3 hard- 
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« hard-hearted* in-making fuch a promife to man, 
" as mocks, and rather encreafes* than alleviates his. 
c * mifery. And therefore, "be it as it will, it tends 
**- fo much to the difhonour of God, that it is not 
* at all likely that he was the author of it. 1 * 
Thefe, arid fuch like, are the obje&ions which the 
fcofFers of this profane and degenerate age ufaally 
make againft the promife, -which are as eaftly an- 
(wered as raifed., 

'Tis granted, this combat between the Seed of 
the woman and the Serpent «xM not caufe the 
fentence of death denounced againft guilt to be re* 
voked : both truth and juftice are againft it. As 
certainly as Human Nature is contaminated with 
guilt, fo certainly all muft die. But nojwthftand- 
ing this, if we have an eye to the Divine attributes, 
while we are confidering the promife, we muft 
needs conclude that fomething more than the letter 
is to be attended to in ii 9 and that the contents of 
it gave mankind fuch comfortable hopes and af- 
jurance of pardon and Redemption, as might make 
them bear up with cdurage againft all the afflictions 
and mifery which fin had made them obxoxious to. 
And I think, if the fcupulous obje&of is fo tender 
of the Divine attributes, as he pretends to be, 
that, at all adventures, he would maintain them 
inviolate, after he is told by Mofts that the pro- 
mife proceeded from God, and has fuch evidence 
in himfelf, as has been before fhewn, of the veracity 
of Mofes, it would be much more reafonable td 
interpret the promife in a manner correfpondent 
with the Divine wifdom and mercy, than, after all, 
to queftion its author. 

It cannot be denied, that one dung chiefly aim*d 
at by Mcfis in his hiftory, was to eftablifli true 
notior^ of the Divine attributes in the world, Wfe 
- : V. v. ; ought 
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ought therefore, in conformity to his defign,. to 
make thefe the Handing rule of our contemplations, 
whilft we are confidering the true nature of the 
promife, otherwife we fhall be fo far from making 
any improvement in the knowledge of it, as to 
involve ourfelves in fuch errors, as will rather ren- 
der us fit objects of the Divine wrath, than be the 
means of leaning us in the Divine favour ; an4 
confequendy we can never have the leaft, hopes 
of being intided to the benefits contained therein. 
The neceflity therefore of underftanding the pro- 
mife, in fuch a fenfc as is perfe&ly agreeable to 
the Divine attributes, muft be indifputable. 
, That the promife was made by God himfclf, 
Mofes exprefly declares, and the contents of it, 
when thoroughly enquired into, will evidendy 
prove. And that it had relation to the affairs of 
mankind, both the place and manner of introducing 
it no ids evidendy prove, Gfn. iii. 14, 15. we 
read thus : And the Lord God /aid unto tbt \fer~ 
pent* B&aufe thou baft done this (i. e. beguiled 
mankind, and perfumed them to eat of the forbid- 
den fruit, as the woman had alledged in the fore- 
going verie) thou art curfid above all cattle* and 
above every beaft of the field; upon tbybelfyfhalt 
though and duft fhall thou eat all the days of thy 
life* And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman* and between thy feed and her feed : It fhall 
bruise thy head, and thou fbalt bruise his heel. 
What can be moreejeprefs than this,, that becaufe 
the ferpent had been tnftrumental to man's Ruin, 
he fhould be curfed.in the maimer here declared ; 
and that the fubtile fpirit the Devil (who had ufed 
the. organs of the ferpent, and was therefore con^ 
demned /under that name) for the fame v reafon 
Should have his head bruised by the SeU°f ibt 
1 C 4 wenian 
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woman, whofe heel ftpuld be brvtssb by Kim ? 
As therefore 'tis evident, that the promife had re- 
ference to the affairs of mankind^ th<> wifBom of 
God, from whom it proc£ed$d, eannot fee im* 
peaehed on the (core of talking, at random, and 
toiffing at fuch an unfeafonaWe time^ vA in a mat* 
ter of fueh importance^ wherein his own honour, 
and man's eternal welfare were concerned. 

Or whether we confidcr the defign of Mejh, we 
(hall foon find, that the promife did coneern the 
affiurs of mankind, and therefore can be no ways 
derogatory to the wifiom of God; Infinite- wi£ 
dom was one of thofe Divino perfeftions intended 
to be difplay *d in the Mojkk hiftory \ and hitherto 
the author has focceeded very welLm hk defign: 
But to have revealed this promife, a* coming from 
God, if it had not tended ftill tamanffeft that Wlfi 
dom, which he had difeoverect in his* aceotmt of- 
the creation (which it could not do if it no Ways 
concerned mankind) would have been fo inconfifc 
tent with hi§ defign, that it woudd have caft -feeh 
a blot upon his hfttery ^ that neither hos^ own, nor any 
Other pen, couid ever have taken it off. For fince 
the Prophet had but juft before Wormed us, not onto 
of the happy ftatipn that man wa$ placed in when firft 
created, b\it likewife how and by what means he 
wa§ deprived of if* and. in him the whofe human 
race* had he then ftopt fhort, when he had ghren 
m fo fqll a, profpeft of the neceffity^ of $ Defiwrer, 
without giving u$ any expe&ations of this kind, he 
would, entirely have 'ruhrd his whole feheme, and . 
foye brotight it to nothing. Uhlefe therefore we 
can fuppofc Iplvfts to have had fo little judgment 
to have deviated fo fer from his porpofe, and to 
hprts recorded fuch. inconfiftencies as- muft neceffit- 
tity have overthrown his ftrufture, while he- was 
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railing k, we ttvSk acknowledge the original pro- 
mife to have been a promife of redemption. 

For according tb this view, inftead of its being 
an inftapce of cracky arid hard-heartednefs m God* 
it will be an inftance of mercy, and, when rightly 
underftood, it wifl appear to be foch an inftance 
of the Divine mercy, as b never fufficiently to be 
admir f d ; it wiR be fo fer from infuking over the 
mifery of mankind, that it will give us a moft 
comfortable prof^cft of fueh relief as we ftood in 
need of. Which wilt moft plainly appear, if to- 
gether with the defign of Mofes, we confider the 
time when the promife was made, and the place it 
obtains in the faered ftpry. Mercy, the moft love- 
ly of aft tlie Divine attributes, (if we may be al- 
fow*d to taft one more fo than another) had not 
yet found a place in this hiftory •, for while man 
continued m a ftate of innocence, he ftood in no 
need of it; but when by fin he was reducM to the 
loweft depth of mifery and woe, and had not the 
!eaft|>rofpe& left htm, but of the 'Divine venge- 
ance,, juft ready to fell upon him, then, if etfer, was 
the time for mency to interpofe. As therefore the 
confideration of the Divine mercy will by na means 
aHow us to think that God would fuffer Human 
Nature m lye ih tBat deplorable ftate to which it 
was. reduced without any relief ; fo we may very 
re^ibnahle conclude, that as Mofes had no oppor- 
tunity of difcovering this Divine attribute before, 
and having then a very fait one, he woutd by no 
means omit it, his intent bqing to conceal none of 
the Divine perfections, but to difcover att alike, as 
opportunity ofrer*d. And therefore as the promife 
was made immediately after fin was committed, 
and as Mops has fo cfofefy connected it with man** 
wretched: felt \ fb we mufrunderftand it as a pro- 

• mife 
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mife of,,. mercy, .and asfuch, introdue'd hjMofes 
in his hiftory. But farther^ whocyer confiders that 
God is a being of infinite mercy, cannot but think 
that he would be inclined to deliver human na» 
ture out of that, mifer^bla ftate into which it was 
fallen. Whoever confides, that he is a Being of 
infinite, wifdom, muft needs allow, that he could 
contrive a way for , its .deliverance ; and. whoever 
confiders, that he is Omnipotent, mull: own that he 
could not want power to effeft its deliverance, 
.and that in fuch a manner as is agreeable to his 
jaflace and Truth. And therefore, as nothing 
amid hinder .but that God . might appoint a re- 
demption for mankind, and as. there is nothing 
but the promife in the whole account, to give us 
dm . cotnfoftable hope, we can never underftand 
the promife in any other fehfe than as a promife of 
redemption, at leaft without oppofing thofe divine 
excellencies which, he was endeavouring to dif- 
.cover; which is in effeA not to learn of Mo- 
Jfcr, .but rejeft and deny thofe truths which Mofes 
taught; whatever pretenfions they may make to 
.be thcdifciples of this great prophet, who would thus 
pervert the true fcnfe and meaning of his writings. 
;Por who can fey* that God is merciful, if the Pro- 
.mife made as foon as fin was committed, and all 
Human Nature become obnoxious to death, the 
punifhment due to fin, affords no relief? What 
need was there for Mofes fb accurately to have dc- 
fcrib'd the nature of the lofs that we have fu- 
ftain'd, thro' the treachery and malice of .the lcr 7 
pent ? unlefs that eminent conqueror, who was then 
appointed to Bruise his head, was to recover ioi; 
us* all that theferpent by lies and deceit had bafely 
deprived us of, and to reftore mankind to a much 
happier ftation than that which our firft parents were 
poflfeft of before they fell in thelhare of the tempter. 

" If 
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If thus underftood, it will be higMy becoming the pen 
of fo great a Prophet* but if othcrwife underftood, 
it will be (b for frotxi deferring a place in that ia± 
cred ftory, that it would have been much better 
to have been concealed than revealed-, for as the 
obje&or abfolutdy urges, it would rather have 
been an inereafe than an alleviation to our mifeiy. 
- ' Again, who can fay that God is wife, not to lay 
all-wife, if the promife made, was not to anfwer 
fome good end ? and what better can be fqppofed, 
than to allure mankind of their redemption, which 
at once is a manifeft inftance of the wifdom, powers 
and mercy of God? which would always have 
been liable to have been called in queftion, if no 
Redemption had been promifed, which is even yet 
by much too common, tho' there ^as a Tcdemp- 
tion promifed, which was to be procur'd by the 
Divine and Human Nature, and for the benefit of 
human nature in general. Again, who can fay, 
that God is a being infinitely holy, and at the lam* 
time imagine, that he would fuffer fin to flourifh, 
and the power of darknefs to prevail without con* 
troul ? This one confideration is in kfcif fufiicient 
to free the promife from the malicious afperfions 
of every profane tongue and pen, that is employed 
againft it y and to prove, that in it was fhewn a 
fountain for fin and uncleannefs; fuch a pool as 
would by a lively faith, be an effectual cure for 
the venom of the old ferpenk 

And frpm hence it appears, that the confidera- 
tion of the perfefiions of the Divine Being by 
-whom the promife was made, muft neccflarily in* 
duce us to believe, that the combat foretold in it, 
was to be a means of repairing that lofs that 
Adam* and in him all human nature fafbun'd 
thr%>* fin: and that* not by caufing the fentence 
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denounc'd againft guilt to be rctdked ; beoaufe thl$ 
would have been contrary** fh^Divihsjuftk^fld 
truth, yet in fuch a manner as : both thefe attribute* 
may remain inviolate and tinqueftionablej xtitndy, 
by redeeming us from diatft* or by delivering us 
out of the grave. And as thofe perfe&ions which 
were difcoverM bf Mofes in ms aeeouatof thtf 
creation, but more partktflaiiy* the Bounty And Li- 
berality, the Dominion and Power, that was givCta , 
to man, Ihduld' teach us to put the higheft con* 
ftruftion on the Promife, that the nature of the 
metaphor will admit of ; fo wemuft needs under* 
ftand it in this fenfe, that as the devil by means of 
the woman had compafled the deftruftioft of hu* 
mane nature, and made it fabjeft to his tyranny 
and power; fo by the Setd pf the woman it fiiouid 
again be reftor'd to the glorious liberty of the fort* 
of God: For that a virgin Jbould conceive dni 
bring forth *San $ who fliotdd encounter with* fiibf 
due and conquer this common enemy of mankind* 
that thro' his meritorious {offerings, the loft that 
humane nature had fuftain'd fhould be retriev'd* 
the conqueror be conqucr'd* capdvky led captive, 
and the malicious defigns of the enemy be brpught 
to nought, as is fignified by thefc words, 7/ (i. c. 
the feed of the woman} jball bruise thy bead. 
And that this is no fbre'd conftrudtion will eafily 
appear, if we cpnfider, that the head is the feat of 
thought, the very matrix of all contrivance- and 
invention ; and therefore as any part when XRxft s'd 
or broken, is rendered incapable of discharging the 
office deftin'd to k, fb whenever any ope is disap- 
pointed in Ins ezpe£tatk>ns, his- defigns defeated, 
or his icheme overthrown* by a figurative, way of 
expreffion; his head may without any impropriety 
of ; fpeech, be. faid to be bhui^ d,. winch is a pbrafc 
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*>f speech verj* commonly in ufe even to this dfry; 
for inftanca, whenever any pcrfon Ms fhoit of 
accomplishing his defign*, we arc very apt to &y, 
tha* fed* a perfcn is weak, not m the body, but the 
head. If therefore whenever any one fails in his at- 
tempt, we commonly attribute this to a weakness in 
the head, then we may. with great fafety, and with* 
our wrefting the ferifitures,. affirm, that defeating 
the defigns of die repent, or preventing his ma- 
licious purpofes* is the srue fenfe and meaning of 
that threat denouncVt agamft him in the promife^ 
¥be Seed of $be woman Jhatl bruise thy bead. 

And that Our fiift parents, to whom the promiiS 
was made, und&llDed it in this fenfe, appears 
plainly enough from the words of Eve, who, 
when fhe had born her ion G*/», cried out in a 
rapture of joy, I have gotten a man from the 
Lord; or &&&+ T&ato gtttett the* man, the Lord, 
(for £> her worc&ought to fee tmnfetcd, as feve- 
wt judicious authors, and well fltitTd ki the He* 
hew tongue maintam) fappofing, tho* felfiy, that 
he was die mighty conqueror, that fhould fubdue 
their grand enemy the ferpent, and deliver them 
from that abyfe of mifery, into which, at his infti- 
gadon, they had plunged themfelves. 
. But befides *is, (not to mention the fpeech of 
Eve on the-bktfe of S&b^ when foe few the dis- 
appointment of her hopes in Gain\ nor that of 
Lamteb on the birth of Noafo, who both, no 
Idtottbfr, had relpeft to the promife in what they 
ftakoQ the Jews, to whom : the* erades of God* 
raehoty fcriptures, were at-foft <?dmmitted, and tt> 
yfaom Mvjis wthout doubt expounded the mean- 
ing of : what he had written, foTar as was requi- 
re in the then difpenfotioiv always underftood thfe 
A promiJe of a mighty deliverer -that fhould one day 
• : ~*- i appear 
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appeal upon earth to work the redemption of 
mankind, as appears from the infpired, and many 
traditional writings of that people. And the mo- 
derns indeed of that race, . fomething more mo- 
deft and favourable in their opinion of the pro- 
mife than the libertine, tho* little lefs erroneous 
in their expofition of it, do now underftand it of 
the Mefiiah, a, mighty King and Deliverer, that 
was fome time to govern and reign in the world. 
But whether he was to be a temporal deliverer, and 
their nation only was to have the benefits of the 
deliverance to be procured by him ; or whether 
he was to be a fpiritual deliverer, and all humane 
nature in general were to be gainers by that de- 
livtrancei is the grand point controverted between 
the Jew and the Chriftian to this day. The Jews 
ohftiiately contend for die former part of the 
queftqn, and the Chriftian as ftrenuoufly main- 
tains the latter, and that with good reafon; for, 
not only the monftrous error of the Jews* but 
alio the abfurdity of their notion, will manifeftly 
appear from the following confiderations. 

Firft, The deliverer mention'd in the promife 
under the character of the feed of the woman, we 
find ordain'd to bruise the head of the ferpent, 
u 4. of the devil, that grand deceiver, who by 
his malicious cunning had feduced mankind to 
their ruin, as before ohferv'd. But who that is 
endued with common fenfe, will ever pretend to 
yndcrftand thefe words of the promife according 
to the letter, and fuppofe that die head of the 
ferpent, or die devil fo called, was actually to be 
.sauiSBD, or that any temporal antagonift what- 
ever could do him that violence ? becaufe the de- 
vil is a fpiritual Bong, and confequendy cannot 
fuflfer violence from any hand. That man 
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then! muft no Ids lyetray his ; folly and * ignoranee*; 
who can imagine, that the wound threaten'd to : 
the (erpent, could he actually infli&ed on him,: 
than he that fuppofes the air can be bruifed; and 
not only fo, but muft likewife entertain very un- 
worthy notions of God, utterly denying bis wif~ 
dom v in fuppofing that he would threaten fuch a 
mifchief to a creature, which fay its nature is. in- 
capable of receiving it. Nay, a literal fenfc of 
the; threatening denounced againft the ferpent, mull 
make the truth of God firfpedked, unlefs it can fas. 
fuppofed, that God would alter the nature of 
him* and grve him both a vifible and grofc tan* 
gibie body, and fuch a part as he was. to be> 
Wounded in, on purpofe to make him capable of 
fuffering it ; which to iuppofc, would be as vain 
and foclifh,. as it is ahfurd aixi ridiculous to ima- 
gine, that his head can a&ually be brvisid, as 
the cafe now ftands,. , But not to fpend mom 
time in proving, (hat the ferpentfs, head could not 
be bruised in a literal fenfe, a thing felf evident \ 
I have already fliewn the meaning of that intern 
initiation to be the defeating his defigns, and 
preventing his malicious purpofes ; and how alto- 
gether impoffible it was for any temporal delive- 
rer to do this, will evidently enough appear, if 
we consider, 

Secondly, That the: mifchief which h£ did: tat 
mankind, was the {educing them to fin. Sin, as 
the apoftle defines it, is the tranfgreflioiv of the 
law, which, being once done : can never bp:W*- 
done. : For tho' the aft but once committed is 
fopnpaft, yet the fault of having that oneeiroffi- 
mittcd k, will remain for ever ; for it ea&oeyer -h* 
faid, that one hath not done the thing w&£h .he 
hath done If therefore the having <km w :Wte 
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lawful thing makes a man a finner, then ~ as long 
as he is a man he muft remain- fo; but fincc the 
fcriptures affure us, that all mankind have finn'd in 
Adcrn^ who is he among all the fons of mm thai: 
can fey, that he is innocent ? Certainly none. And 
therefore Mankind can have but one way to be ju- 
ftified, which is, by obtaining forgrrenefc of fin, 
at the hands of his offended God, And this, 'tis true, 
God of his abundant mercy hatb.pramifcclthey fliali 
Deceive* But who is to obtain k for them* and 
hew bit to be obtained, is next to be enqDir^d into? 
The wife and learned by his Ikill and eloqtieoce, 
and the mighty by his ftrcngth may do; great 
thing* ; but can the one vrv&L \m fklll add elo- 
quence cheat or perfiwdc God vat of fcrgivends? 
or tan the other by his ftrengdi foveas it from 
him ? No, God is not a smut that ke fbmdd bt 
mckU-i - and who can ftritc againft an Almighty 
Power ? The Rich by his wealth, and the Great by 
hoi authority, in moft things here obtain their de- 
fins v bot can the one with his riches bribe God to 
forgive him, or the other by has authority compel 
lam to it ? Neither v &r what ace riches to the 
Lord of hea**n and earth I or whofc authority is 
equal to that, of the King of Kings ? Let us then 
Jce what the Good man an do in this affair ; and 
where is he ? there is none that doth good, ftrift* 
ipipeaking/ nor any one chat can %, I have 
ikatftd my heart ftm witkecbufs, 1 am pun 
from my Ji*. And among the comparatively 
goody the ¥wy beft have not only adknowtedged 
A6t wcakhefs, bwt tbdr wretchednefs, and in Jb 
doing have all dedfaied this great undertaking. 
And ischers none* tho* never fo» wife and ftrang, 
and rick and fww«ftil r or what ia more: than all, the 
cm ib good, that can fnte hka&lf from has «wft 
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corruption? Who then will undertake to deliver 
the whole human race? No mortal, tho* he could 
himfelf boaft of all thofe qualifications, can caufe 
his own fin to be blotted out; but in fpite of all 
his feeble efforts, without fbme greater deliverer, 
like an incurable leprofy, it will ftill remain, where 
k has taken hold, and grow worfe and worfe, till 
it brings the wretched man to deftruftion ; and 
who then can bring in everlafting righteoufnefs ? 
Dan. vl 24. Who then can change all human 
nature from what it is, and make a clean thing of 
an unclean ? Surely in this cafe we mtfft ceafe from 
man, wjiofe breath is in his noftrils ; for wherein is. 
he to be accounted of? And yet the whole body of 
(in xnuft be utterly aboliflied, and the guilt of it 
wiped clean off from human nature, before the de- 
figos of the ferpent can, in any meafure, be laid to 
he defeated. 

But fays thejew, " There is a proper faaifice 
" appointed by God himfelf fpr fin, namely, that 
cc erf" the brute; which is fuffi&ent to purge and 
" take away the guilt of it. We are therefore to 
< c look for no other way of deliverance from fin, 
u than what God hath appointed ; nor to expedt 
" any other deliverer from it, but the pricft, who 
fin the facrifice fhall make an atonement for the 
V fin that any one hath committed, and it fhall be 
" forgiven Mm." Levit.W. 31. Monftrousftu- 
pdky in *ny people, thus to grafp the fhadow for 
the fubftaacef There need not many arguments be 
fought for, to root out this error among them, if 
they would but give due attention to thofe very 
fcripturcs, which they receive and profefs to ..be- 
lieve as God's word ; for thefe alone would be fuf- 
ficient to convince them of it. ; 

D " the* 
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There is no found Chriftian but will readily jean 
'with the Jews in this; viz. That forgivenefs of 
fin, or deliverance from it, is to be expe&ed in no . 
other way, than as God hath appointed* and de-' : 
fend it to the utmoft ; but every one will as vigo- - 
roufly oppofe this error, that the prieft of himfelf 
can atone for fin, and obtain forgivenefs of it ; as . 
well as that other, that the brutal facrifice is a fuf- 
ficient atonement, or is any ways efficacious to the 
expiation of guilt, For,\whofoever looks into the 
fcripture may foon perceive, that the brutal faerie 
ficeS were not to be a perpetual ordinance with re-* 
fpe& to the world's duration, tho* they are fre- 
quently fo called with refpedt to the Jewijh oeco-i 
homy. Mofe$> when he gave the Jews their law, . 
told them, That God would raife them up a pro* 
fbet, unto whom they fhould hearken ; That God 
would put bis words in this prophet 9 s mouthy and 
be fhould /peak unto them all that Jhould be com- 
manded him j and that wbofoever would not bearieH 
to the words of that prophet, it Jhould be required of 
hifft. Deut. xviii. 18, 19- That thefe words of 
Mofes intend an abrogation of the Jewijh dilpen- 
fetion is very evident ; for if Mofes was always ttf 
be attended to, there had been no need of another* 
prophet to fpeak to them 5 or if another prophet 
n^d been neceflary to quicken their diligence in, 
and ftir them up to their duty, he mtift ftill ipeak 
the words that Mofes had left upon record, and 
preach up the neceflity of his ordinances, and not 
the words' which God fhould immediately put in hi& 
mputh. If then the Jewijh difpenfation was not 
ra continue for ever, but fome time or other to 
ceafe, we may juftly conclude, that the brutal fa- 
crifices, which were a main part of it, were ta , 
ccafe with it. 

Nay f - 
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Nay, there are many places . of fcripture • fo 
exprels to this purpofe, that they put the matter 
beyond all doubt: To mention fome : The royal 
prophet David fays, Sacrifice and offering thou 
didjt not de/tre, but mine ears baft thou opened: 
Burnt offerings and Jin offerings baft thou not re- 
quired. Then /aid I, Lo> I come : In tie volume 
of the book it is written of: me, I delight to do thy 
will y O my God : Tea, fby law is within my heart. 
Pfalm xl 6, 7, 8. But nothing, can be -more 
clear, than what Daniel has declared, that the 
MelHah, the very perfon whom the Jews always 
underftood by the feed of the woman, Jhould cauft 
the facrificeand the oblation to ceafe. Chap. ix. 27/ 
And how much foever the Jews may cavil at this 
prophet, and his writings, how frequently do thfe 
other prophets make mention of a new covenant, 
a covenant that fhould be made, other than was 
made by facrifice ? From which pafiages any one 
may eafily fee, that the brutal fecrifices were not 
to be a perpetual ordinance, but were to ceafe with 
the Jewijh polity, and to give place to a more rca- 
fonable and efficacious oblation. If then the cere- 
monial law was to be difannulled, what reafon can, 
be affign'd for it* but the weaknefs and unprofit- 
abfenefe thereof? Seeing it could make nothing 
perfett as pertaininjg to thp conference ; it being im- 
fojfible that the blood af bulls and goats Jhould take 
away the Jins of mankind. 

But farther, It would be injurious to the honour 
of God, and derogatory to the ftrift impartiality 
of him, with whom there is no refpedt of perfons, 
to fuppofe, that he would ffrew fo much favour to 
one'branch of mankind, and that for a few gene- 
rations only, as to (hew them a Way to obtain dc- 
JivtranCc and remiffion of fins, and fo littfe regard 
D % to' 
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tq their ppfterfcy, and the reft, of the hutpan rpce, 
as to leave them entirely ignorant how to qbt^o it, 
and deftitute of forgjreeneft. And yet this muft be 
the cafe, if the tfacpfice q£ the brute be a fufEcient, 
and the proper ato^cn^eftt for fin; uniefe it could 
be proved, that this Jacrifke was. not only insti- 
tuted in the beginning^of the worlds but was alio tQ 
be perpetuated to the diflplutbn of it, and was to 
be an univerfel ordinance : ForalLpeopk, in every 
age, aixji every nation of the world, ftarid in, equal 
needof being.cleanfed from their fins, and copfe T 
^ue^ytlie brucal facrifiee ipuft be indifpenfibly ae r 
ceflGpy tobe<>ffered by ajl.a}ikq; whffle»$ there are 
inany nations that never opse te^d of it, and if 
they had, k could not be performed by them ac- 
cording tx> th£ manner prefcribed. But nothings I 
think, can be metre evident, than that this oftUr 
nance was to ceafe with the Jewijk polity, and fo 
long as that lafted % was to be a perpetual ftatute 
to that people only and their generations* through- 
out their dwellings* for fo k was enjoin r d by their 
lawgiver * x and therefore 'tis certain, it coyld not 
. foe an effe<5tupl t emedy agaWl fin. 

*Tis true, if the Jews had not been fo mjjcb 

blinded by their carnal notions, they might havp 

• feen, in the kgal facrifices, the bringing in of a 

! better hppe prefigured. For tho 9 the law had. not 

,the yfery image $f {he things t^m&v^ yet had 

it ajhaddw of good things to come : Apd indeed 

this i^ tht moft that can be faid of its fcjr fhfrt the 

ordinance? hereof were^ no more &tuj typic^J, , i& * 

, $>oint vejy eafily proved. It , is ptei® fro^ w^t 

, has been.afce$d£ faid >( That thrfud of tbjt ytWW* 

Jfctuld BR?ifi£ the bead oftbt fer$e»t y or in, other 

. words, defeat bis malicipus defiggs, which could 

. l not be *<fen£ b*jf ki the expiaopfi etsfclt.; *n<i 

<.. ~ ■ i- j. there* 
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therefore, before aiiy otic can afctttnfct fo'kiA&iftand 
theljevitical inft5tntbii,wherdh brutes were oSer'd 
in fecrifice, to make an atonement for fin, in any 
other fepfe, than typical, he ought to produce 
fotrie irety fabftahti*! proof* that the original |>ro* 
mife was difannufled, wherein it was foretold* that 
* human fofferer fttoiild effeft this, great wbSci 
fcot this^ I think, is too difficult a task, ever to bt 
attempted. For ( not to mention here the promHe 
made to Abraham, Gen. Kii. 3. and afterwards fe± 
vera! titties renewed, wherein fiich a deliverer ii 
again foretold, as *ras in the original pronufe, and 
may therefore very reafbnably be underftood to fed 
a ratification, of it ; ) . every part of proph«ey wJncK 
foretells a Meffiah tabe cut off to finifh trariigre^ 
fion, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, will 
be a wegnaht proof, that the promife never was difr 
annurcj, but continued in fell force till the accom^ 
pfiffimentof it. As therefore the facrifices under 
die law Were of a quite different nature from the 
feed, which was appointed to fuffer for fin, as fcoa 
as fin was committed,, confequently they can neve* 
be looked upon, bift as types of that promifed ex* 
jpiatory feed. 

In fhort, whpfoever conliders them in any other 
fight, muft peeds involve himfelf in fo many diffi* 
cutties; errors, and « abfurdities, as it will beam* 
pollibie by any means to extricate himfelf out cR 
That the writings of the prophets, as weH as thfe 
5aw, were of Divifte appointment, I believe, - no 
'*Je<u> will undertake to deny. And can it be jEujk 
pdfed, that there could be any inconfifterioy, or 
contradi&iofi between fuch things, as were of !&• 
Vine eftabHf&meflf, fijeh things, as came from that 
unchangeable Mind, which is the fame yefterday, 
-to-day a and for .ever ? Such a fuppofoion muft 
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needs be, not only abfurd and ridiculous, but im- 
pious alfo. • If fo; what other way is there of be- 
ing fj-eed from this abfurd and ridiculous, thisiip- 
pious fuppofition, but by underftanding the Levitical 
inftitution in a typical fenfe ? The Seed of the woman 
was the feed appointed from the beginning to fuffer 
for fin, and to deliver us from the punifhment duetp 
it ; it was conftantly foretold by the prophets, That a 
human fuffer er waf U> be made a fpiritual Saviour\ 
but as human facrifices were excluded from having 
a place ampngft the Levitical, fo to underftand the 
JLevitical inftitution to be in its pwn nature a laving 
one,- whilifc there was no fuch feed to be facrificed 
under it, 3$ th^t which was appointed to be 
bruised, and tp bruise thp ferpent's hea/d, would 
# be to mike .God the author of inponfiftenpy and 
£ontradi&ion, and at once to deny his attributes of 
wifdom and truth •, and not only fo, but it would 
}pc rendering Mofes inponfiftent with himfelf ; as, 
at firft fetting forth a human fuffprer as expiating 
guilt, and no other j and afterwards apppinting 
the brutal lacrifice to make an- atonement, and ut- 
terly excluding the human, . To l^eak the truth at 
once, 'twould be entirely to cancel all that has been 
foretold by Mofes and the prophets ; to render the 
accpmplifhment of the promife quite ncedlefs and 
infignificant ; and confequently muft be telling the 
wprld, that Mofes and the prophets were only fo 
fnany enthufiaftick impoftors, and not in the leafi 
to be depended upon -, and thereby to deftroy the 
necefiity of the brutal facrifices, even under the 
Jewifb dilpenfation, and to make the law and the 
prophets always remain irreconcilable one with an- 
other. The law was bufied in nothing fo much as 
jto offering the brute in facrifice for fin : The pro- 
phets were no lefs conftantly emjploy'd in describing 
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and poinrihg out the true nature and beneficial 
effe&s of a human facrifice ; and as no fuch feed 
was to be intermingled among the Levitical facafices, 
fe there can be no other way of reconciling the law 
lihd the prophets, but by underftanding the Leviti- 
cal facrifices as types and prefigurations of the hu- 
man, that was afterwards to be offered -, which is 
no fooner done, but there will be a profound har- 
mony in all that is facred. The Divipe wifdom and 
truth will ftand clear of nil fufpicion ; Mofes wifl 
agree with himfelf, a? well gs with the prophets, that 
u human fufferer waito be made a fpiritual faviour * 
and the law, when its brutal facrifices are under- 
ftood to have been ordain'd to fignify, that the 
'wages tf Jin is death, aad that without Jhedding 
*f blood is no remiffton, will be fo far from oppofing 
what is foretold by Mofes elfewhere, and the pro- 
phets afterwards, that it will likewife prove the 
nfeceffity of a Mefliah's being cut off to finifh tran£ 
greffiori, and make an end of fin •, or according to 
•Mofes, To bruise the ferpenfs bead. And now, 
whether it be mere reafonable to underftand the 
Levitical inftitution to be in its nature a faving, or a 
typical inftitution, may be left to the Jews them- 
fences to determine. And if they cannot but ac- 
knowledge it to be nothing more than typical, 
(as fore they cannot, if they have any ipodefty or 
reafori) and therefore to be abrogated ^nd difcon- 
tinued, when the anti-type fliould come, thfcy muffc 
needs own it for a truth/ that the legal facxificeS 
had in them ho intrinfic worth, no faving effect, 
nor were 'at all fufficient; to expiate and put away 
#n. 

' And now, Fince it appears, that the facrifice of 
th$ brute was only a type of that full, perfect, and 
ftifficiejit ikrifice, which, i*i the laft days, was t6 
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be offered for the fins of the whole world; u«4 
therefore to be difufed apd laid afide,. when fit* 
prefigured facrifice came to be offered, it fpuft ne~ 
ceffanly follow, that no prieft of the Aaromcal 
order, none that miiriftred about the holy thing? 
of the law, and facrificed the brute, had 4ay 
power of obtaining pardon of (in > but was only * 
type of that Eternal HighPrieft, which fliould after- 
wards offer up himfelf a lkrifice acceptable a^d 
<well-pleafing to God, in order ta effed this great 
work*, and therefore alfo his office was tp eeafe 
with the Levitical inftitution, and be GEtinft when 
that eternal, high-prieft, (wk> was holy, tarmkfe* 
.undefilcd, feparate from finners, and void of all in v 
jirmity, and therefore proper for the work of man 9 ? 
redemption, which no other prieft ever wap) fh&uld 
come to do the will of God, in thus defeating the 
.defigns of the ferpent. Since then the Jewijb high- 
prieft was no more able, than any other eminent 
perfon, to fulfil the prpmifc in this refpeft, much 
lefs able will he, or any temporal deliverer what- 
ever, be found to do it, when it is farther eonft- 
dered, . * 

Thirdly, That the confequence of fin was death? 
a puniflimeht that we rnuft all fubmit to ; for what 
man is be that liveth and jhall not fit deaths Jays 
the Pfahnift % Pf. Ixxxix. 48. And thus the preacher 
lays, Ecclef. ix. 2, 3. There is one event to alt* 
*to the righteous* and to the wicked ; to the good* 
find to the, ckan y and /«• the unclean * to Mm that 
jacrificetb) and to hint that facrificeth not % &c, 
They all tread that one; common path, they go t*& 
the dead, and Jubrhit to that general fentence, ST* 
duft tbourfiudt return. And who is he that can in 
this cafepjxvent the defijgns of the ferpent* fpdt* 
feat his purpofes? Who is he that c*n prstfeifc 
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fie feoke cf 4eath, or refcae hfc*f*ifoft*rs out of 
Jiisfower? 

Among ditfrt Jbre *prti»g ftttft the loins of 
jgfa», tfcerc new? wa* oft* that G&dd by any 
£»c*n» itedtdw ttstotottar torn death, nar give to 
God^ Muafemfcrhfeft* that he ihould live for ever, 
and not fee corruption. Old J*cob> Who could 
feeety ha^e patted <Wfch T fttt for the redemption of 
Us darting fon jl^Jfct, whom he thought dead, 
cauid find no otW espedkn* of eftjoykig him, but 
quitting hi* own life, aftd going down to his fort 
into the grave. David, < z< no left fond father; 
^henJifc child wa* dead, tod nothing more to fay, 
than rids •,. IJhatlg* to +$m 9 kit fa fixtR not return 
tome. And 7^ whohad fc^grfeat a regard for 
ha children, and was-fo foUifcitotis for their good, 
thai/ he durft not auft them after a friendly feafting 
without offering burhw^rkigi for them, when he 
heard: they wpe all $ Wee cut off by a Hidden and 
violent death, did no more, than thus exprefs Kfe 
patient refignation to tfc* w31 of God, The Lord 
£«vr, #*d tbtrLord b*tb taken 4&4y\ btefftd bt 
tbt name of tbt Lord, Nay, ib far from exempt* 
Sng or redeeming oth^'rt from this common fate-, 
that none t&M tio.fe for himfel£ Ntab, who 
found fo much iftvbu* With G$d* that he only with 
his family wete fawd alive, when all the world be* 
fide was defttt>y 9 d T cuuld fay no more, than that 
hie lived: to fee this general deftru&fen; fbr after- 
wank he died. Jtco^ who Wreftled with God; 
and prevailed* was not afclfc to prefail <s*a death ; 
for when that devouring nionftcr attacked him, he 
gathered up hfcrfeeeiata th* bed, and yielded up, 
Yhr.ghofb Smpfah who, by his great ftmigth, 
fcore away the- mofly jgateb of €#%*> and coufcf 
tj^efafcufefromthto fouad&t&a, #$fcl flgt watd 
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off the fatal ftroke of death, nor ftand proof againft 
mortality. And Solomon* whofc wifdom will al- 
ways be renowned to the lateft day of time* -was 
not wife enough to evade this common fate of na- 
ture, but declares, that as it happened to th$ faok 
fo it would happen to him* they both alike fhouU 
die* Ecclef.i. 2, 15. - 

Some, indeed, we read of, whofe lives were 
drawn out to the prodigious length of feveral hun* 
<drcd years \ but it happened at laft to every one of 
jthem, as to David's fon, that lived but a week* 
and died. AjKLfome, 'tfe true* we read, of, that 
have been reftored from death to life ; but what ad- 
vantage had thpy thereby ? Only this, that they 
jnight die again, and th*t death might boaft of a 
double cemqueft over them. Yea; thofe workers 
of miracles, that gave others the opportunity of a 
fecond mortality, were forced. (hemfelvcs to quit 
the ftage of this; life, and to go away from hence, 
and be no more £en. 

If then, of all thdfe (among whom were the ex* 
emplary for piety j noted for riches, and authority $ 
famous for ftrength j renown'd for wifdom; and 
remarkable fqr miracles we find none that could 
prcpipt himfelf, nor any pther from death, nor r^- 
fleejiihisown, much lefs the fouls of the whofe 
polluted r$ce of mankind, from the grave, after 
death, whom ihall we find fufficient for this thing ? 
Certainly in this cafe moft vain is the help df man % 
\t muft coft more to redeem the foul, than man is 
able to give,, fo that be muft let that undertaking 
alone for fver. Pf. xlix. 8* 

Seeing, therefore, that the enemy of mankind 
is of fuch a nature, U?at he is incapable of receiving 
any corporal hurt from any one, fince no man caii 
f xpiate or oga^e an atonement for guilt, fince the 
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-hftital Jacrifices are no ways able to iatisfy for fin, 
fince death, the confequence of guilt, is unavoid- 
able, and no man is able to rcfeye (he dead from 
the power of the grave, and reftore diem to life, 
'tis very evident that the promise is to be under- 
Hood in a fpiritual fenfe > and that the feed of the 
woman, the perfon appointed to bruise; the head 
of the ferpent, or, to {peak without the figure, to 
defeat his defigns, muft be a fpiritual, and not fi 
temporal deliverer, as the Jews fondly imagine, 
and obftinately maintain. And this will ftill 
manifeftly appear, when we come to fhew, 
contrary to the other Jewijh error, that the bene- 
fits of the promifed deliverance were nQt to be con^ 
fined only to the Jewijh nation, but were to be e^-» 
tended, without refped of perlbns, to the whole 
race of mankind. But this I fhall omit for the 
prefent, and go on with my intended defign of ex- 
amining more clofely into the promife * wherein 
we fhall find the moft fundamental articles of our 
Chriftian faith contained. And fure it muft add 
great weight to the truth of Chriftianity to find the 
moft fundamental articles pf it contain'd in that 
promijg, which was ipade foon after fin w$s com* 
mitted 5 tp find that the gofpel was preached to 
Adam in the infancy of the world, and to the pri- 
mitive church, as well as to us on whom the ends 
pf the world are come, only with this difference; 
that they were to believe in a Melfiah to he exhi- 
bited ; we, in a Melfiah that has been exhibited in 
the world to complete fte redemption of mankind. 
And it muft ftill add jpQre to the credit of Chrifti- 
anity tQ find the prophets, perfons, who were 
brought v*p under the Jewijh ceconomy, con- 
ftantly en>ploy'd in laying a finq foundation^ 
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thereon to build this firriflg tttfi. But to my 
"piirpofe. r 

The perfbn ordainM to complete the great *r&rfc 
t)f man V redemption, filled in the |>rokifife|'ife 
'Seed' of 'the woman, I have eHewhere fhewn to be 
^e fame, that the Jews expc&ed Under die title 
of the Mefiiah, or the ChrHt •, which -words- ire of 
equal import, and iignify the Afidintfcd. And lb 
"God, by the mouth of David, calls him in thfc 
"2d Pfalm, where he tells us, That the kings and rU- 
*krs of the earth were' entered into a corifpiracy 
vgainft the Lord's anointed. And again -, That 
notwithftanding all their vain ptettings and toft- 
YulratiotfS, God would ftili f fit his king, or, as the 
'margin has it, his anointed upon the holy bill of 
'Sion. Anil' the redbir 'why this title wa* givefi 
him, the prophet Ifaiah very clearly (hews to be, 
"beciofe he faas in an emifiem manner anointed of 
Godtbhis fibmtory office: the fpirii of the 
Lofi Cod is* Upon me, becaufe the Lord bath 
ynoinr&nrt tp preach gopd tidings mto the meek, 
'he batb.fent me to bind up the Woken hearted, to 
prottaifh liberty to the captives, and tbe'tpeirfng 
ef tbeptifim to them that are bound y-fo 'ptacforto 
'the acceptable year of the Lord, and the' day of ven- 
geance of our God, u comfort all that mourn, &c. 
cap. bril : i , 2. 

But ftijl this queftion remains : Whom are we 
to acknowledge to be the Mefiteh, or the Anoipted ? 
What £ar#cular perfon are we to believe was thfe 
deliverer 6r redeemer promifed under the cha- 
rafter of 'the Seed tf thewvm&n f Such an one, as 
liath fblfilled all prophfcey, apd hi whont : all the 
types of fbripture and predi&ions of the prophets 
have been* anlwerfcd, -and have* had their accom- 
lept : And tfiat is none other than the ever- 
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bfefcd Jefos, whp was bora of the Virgin Mary+ 
of the Seed of David, at the town of Bethlehem, 
ip the days of Herod, King of Judea, and was cru- 
cified under Pontius Pilot* the Roman governor* 
and niiraculoufly rofe from the dead the third day 
after his crucifixion ; he it is whom we are ta 
acknowledge ta be the Chrift, the Saviour of the 
world i notwithstanding the Jews will not ac- 
knowledge Urn as fuch, by reafon of the meaa 
appearance he made upon earth ; and by acknow- 
ledging xhus much, they confirm and ftrengthci* 
that, truti which they would willingly overthrow* 
The blefled Jefus, they fay, made too mean an ap-r 
pearance too be the promifed Mefliah ; and now let 
us >hear what Ifaiab lays of him, He bath no form* 
noKxmeUnefs: And when wejhallfee bim y there is n& 
beauty that wejhalldefire bim \ be is defpifed and re- 
je&ed of *Wh * W** offorrows^ and acquainted with 
grief, and wt bid at if were our faces from him •* 
bz : wasdefpijid 9 ami we ejteemed him not. chap* liii. 
2* 3. And now whether the Jews have any 
reafon to reject the blefled J?fus for the mean ap- 
pearance which he m^de or no, may be left to 
the dofeianinaqon of any impartial enquirer. The 
trud* is, that; the blefled Jefus .did not anfwer the 
c^ar^aer <xf that temporal deliverer which they are 
cv$n yet a looking for * but then he anfwered to a 
tittjejhc cHarafter of that fpjrftvjal deliverer wha 
-w^s appointed to l?c brvisep* aijd to Bityxs* th* 
hood *f tbe ferpent, as will moft plainly appeal? 
when I lhall have ap opportu^tjf of comparing th$ 
chap, with the orjg^oal .promifc $ and therefore I 
JhalJ not at prefcnt infift any logger on this point, 
bbH ihall in the next place proceed, . to confider, the 
mature of thip our, promifed deliverer. And to th» 
jfurpofe. wh^ver loqks into th<a jromife, and con* 
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fidcrs attentively the character there given to the 
Meffiah, will eafily find that he was to be no or- 
dinary perfon. He is there called tie Seed of the 
Wman: From which words 'tis very evident hd 
was to be cloathed with human nature. Thus 
much cannot but be the figriification of this ex- ' 
preflioh, if it has any at all. And if it has no 
other fignification, it has none at all ; for whoever' 
lias any knowledge of the nature and ufe of the 
genital parts, muft needs know, that the feed of the 
toman is a non-ens ; that there really is no fuch 
thing in nature -, nor can fuch an expreflibn be ufed* 
nnlefs to fignify fomething beyond the common 
and ordinary courfe of nature. Or whether we 
refpeft the rules of genealogy, thefe are fo far front 
countenancing any fuch charafter of diftindtionj 
that they will by no means allow it. In fetting 
down a pedigree, the male line only is attended to ; 
or if any remarkable female anceftor occurs in it, 
fhe is mentioned only jointly with her husband. 
Mofes was not ignorant of this rule, but has in all 
other places ftriftly adhered to it •, always reckon* 
ing the family by the houfe of their fathers. Un- 
lefa therefore we would charge him with a very 
great blunder, and admit him to have erred from 
the rules, both of anatomy, and genealogy (which 
his accuracy in all other parts of his writings will 
give us no room for) we muft acknowledge, that 
in the particularity, and uncommonnefs of this ex* 
predion, fomething very extraordinary and uncom- 
mon, was hinted at by him : Which muft be this, 
that the Meffiah fhould be conceived and born of a 
woman without a human father : for this Con- 
ftru&ion only can juftify the ufe of it. For had 
he been to be born after the common and ordinary 
manner of generation* he ought to have been 
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ffitod the feed of the man, inftead of the feed of the 
womah ; at leaft fuch an expreffion fhould have been 
ufed, as would have included that feed, as well a$ the 
othe^ which «ot being done, it muft neceflarily be 
taken in the fenfe already mentioned* And this 
expreflion being fo conftrued as to underftand the 
Mefliah to be miraculoufly conceived, will dire&ly 
agree with the prophecy of Ifaiah concerning him, 
Chap. ix. 6. His name Jhall be called (which He* 
braifin means but this, he (hall be) wonderful, m 
this, as well as in other refpe£ts. 

For a woman to conceive without the con- 
jun&ion of the 1 different fex, is univerfally known 
to be an impofiibility in nature* Upon the confi- 
deration then, that die Mefliah was to be conceived 
in fuch a miraculous manner, and fo contrarily to 
the common order of nature, it muft be confefs'd, 
that nothing lefs than a Divine creating power 
could be the caufe of fuch a conception ; that no- 
thing kfi than that infinitely wife, and powerful 
God, who gave nature its law, could produce ait 
effect fo contrary to it *, and that none other than 
the Lord, according to the prophet Jeremy % could: 
create fuch a new thing in the earth, that a woman 
without the concurrence of a man, Jhould compaft 
a man, or in other words, bring forth a fon. 

And hence one might be led to conje&ure, that 
there was to be a conjunction of the Divihe nature 
with the human, in die petfbn of that eminent 
conqueror, who was to bruise the head of the 
ferpent •, that as the almighty power of God was 
to fupply the place of a natural htiman father, 
when he fhould be conceived ; fo when he fhould 
be born, in him was to dwell all the ftilnefe of die 
Godhead bodily* 

It 
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It muflr be owned indeeckthat ifich a CQvfcw&lgb 
gf natures is a myftery for above the re^h *pf h*** 
ow reafon, fo iff ajjfo the ippraculauscoBCcp^ion of 
the Kefied Virgin •, but this is no obi?fl*on tp fta 
truth of it t for it is to be coiifidqredi t\m 
how nwuvdlau* foever it be in thesyesrpf me$» 
it is the Lord's doing, and vritb him all things as 
poffible, even thofe that are imcoffible with men 5 
and there is nothing too hard for fiirn, as the prophet. 
Jeremiah declares, Jtr. xaqxii 17. And this union 
being prefum'd, they? will no tofliger appea* the lesft 
impropriety in the expreffion of Afajts* but rgdier 
ih&amt reiibn to juftify his going out of xhe coosh 
mon road in the ehara&er give* 09 the Megiah, •«'*," 
becaufe the two-fold nature of his perfon wqmW n** 
fuffer him to keep in it. And moreover (lys wilt 
ftill farther correipond with the predi&ion of Ifawb 
above quoted, that he ftguld be wonderful -, a*d* 
not only fo» but be exaftly confonant with tJbgjfe 
either parts of it. Unto us a child is torn, unto us 
* fin is given (in which words his humanity is e- 
vidently enough discovered) and bis name Jhall hi 
called (among other things,, ; or to fpeak in plain 
terms, he fhall be) the everlafiing Father \ the mighty 
God. 

And, not «o mention the many typps gf this 
myfteoou* conjun&ion, as that of ffa& 9 wjjw was 
raited- up of God from ptreats paft age, m£> 99 
k wer^, dead ; and that -of MelchiJidetA, wbp i? 
mentioned in fcriptute without father and wtfhAW 
mothier, without defeat, without Jx#npipg <£ 
life or end of days ; and others : What frequent 
intimations andexprefi declarations of it have we in 
the writings of the prophets? Somedroes-theMeflWi 
is called, The branch of the Lord ;. at otfcpr <W8t 9 
A rod that Jhall come forth out ofthefiem ofjejfe* 
% and 
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ami a branch .that Jhall grow out, of his roots : 
Sometimes, The gfory of the Lord, and the excel- 
lency of God \ The Lord of hojis ; - The holy one of 
I/rael: At other times, A man;, A man of for* 
rows ; The fon and feed of David* . God himfelf, 
by the mouth of David, ir% the. ad Pfalm, calls 
him his fonr, yer. 7. And, Pfat. lxxxix. 26. H& 
fball cry unto me, Tbou-art my father, Sec. Jer t 
xxxiii. 15, i6* : jn. sbofe day^ fays God by thfc 
prophet, and at that time, will tcaiife the branch 
of rigbteoufneff to grow, up untQ \David± and, this 
is the name wberewfcb befhall be. called, The Lord 
our Right ecufnefs. . . The prophet Zecbariab, cap* 
vi. i?» calls Uim^ The man, : wbofe % name is the 
branch*, and again ? cap. xiii. 7. uhe man that is 
God's fellow^ /But what is ftill more clear and ex- 
preis th^n any text of fcripture yet produced, is 
that remarkable predi&ion of Ifaiah, cap. vii. 14. 
Behold a virgin Jhall conceive, and bear a fon, and 
Jball call bis name ImmanueL . What can be more 
exprefs than this, % t£at the Mefliah was to be 
cloathed with human nature ? He was to be con T 
ceived and born of a woman : that woman was to 
be a virgin ; one who had never carnally known, 
had never been defiled with man : fo exactly does 
this correfpond with what Mofes had revealed, that 
he fliould be the feed of the woman, and of the 
woman only. But this is not all : As this won* 
derfiil conception, fo cemtrary to nature, could be 
the effedt of nothing lefs than an almighty power ; 
So in that fon that was to bp brought forth, the 
miraculous fruit of the virgin's womb, was an al- 
mighty power tp refide. He was to be called (ac- 
cording to the fcripture phrafeology) Immanuel; 
that is, (to fpeak after our own manner) he was to 
be Immanuel; which is, being interpteted, God 
./ , E with 
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with lis • God rijthiKftcd In ttle flefh. And ndw *fe 
ftnd In the feWoFthe wom&h, a man that is Gtifs 
ftItok&, *s tethiriih efcpreflfoj it, in his friatirt& 
bflTettinjg forth thfe tWo-foH haturt of Chxiff. Artk 
indeed, without fiifcli a eonjuri&i&i cf nitorft; 
filch a immfeffatt6rt tif God in thi flefh, 1 belief 
k Would puzzle the prophet himfelf io find, ambrtg 
all the fohs of .^Uftte, a man that is God*fc fel<- 
fcw, or ahy e^fitxir to tdi what he meant by tiifc 
te^refiion, as miklhras it would to tell *riiat Mvfti 
Meant by thefeetlt)f the womah, brtheprdpheft 
by calling the Mfefthih ^rbmifcuouifly God and thin: 
blit now di^ difficulties appear difficulties no rftcft ; 
fdr in Immanud> the wonderful <jod-than, the 
Vhole knot is c^uite unravdfed* 

'Where the fecred pages avouch a matter, we 
tieed give uurfclves no farther trouble for tftid&mfe 
of the truth of it, *ell knowing that the &uthot 
t>f them cannot He. But Vhen reafon coneuft 
with fcriptufc to prove, that thus it mufb needs fete* 
Sire hone can deny the truth of fuch fe&s. TV> 
One, indeed, who believes there is a God, and i$ 
fully perfuaded that the fctipturts wete given -*by 
inipiration of his holy fpirit, noththg can add tJ to 
the confirmation of his faith in whkt the fctfptatffe 
•declares ; for he tries his fallible reafon by43od*s 
infallible word, and not G^d's Word by his reafon * 
But With thofe who are for yielding implicit "fifth 
to nothing, reafbn may in fome fort confirm. %he 
truth of fcripture. And indeed God, as 4bifcfe£hg 
what a fpirit of obftiAacy and infidelity woukTbtie 
Hay prevail in the ^rorid, hath hi his wotd lftid 
"Sown nothing but what reafbn can prove, tho* 
Some things it Can never comprehend, that^hfe 
'tAibeliever might be bfotight to believe, br*fce left 
'without any eXcufe for his infidelity. So here, -In 
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the cafe before us, ths fttfptgtts fjaiftly entqgh 
4ecfere, that Chafe, the prattifa} fa&yem, vm 
«i lie both God' mii jahk That he was » be 
maft, both 7^w^^ ^^^^^M*^9«% *g*s $ 
and none canifcfy, that wall hufccoo&kr, ttathSl 
bed was to he ^RywjEtD totfoae he gquU boatft 
fjhc fopemfs beftd ; or* tobentar plain, that fee 
was fo&ficr in thrtfiefe forjhelto of mankind, 
in -crdcr to^f(^ riw feepgw'*^^ and ikiirar 
them ibm the pinUhtrant due t» fin ; And that 
he w as to be God Wcewife • fpr if *ve coafider the 
weaknds aad depiwmy vof human nature, it can* 
not be fuppofed* ithatby to ©TO ftrcogth it gguM 
obtain that viftory, which was foretold to be ob- 
tained by the iced qf the *mxm dm ks^dyeriary 
the fapent ; Far if, when inaacait, it could not 
wiritftand the afiauks of fo powerful an adverfary) 
then rouchleistrtefi>n will there foe to fttppofe, dub 
the human natuce totily, when weakened with the 
©ppDcffirce load of guik, could be dole to fubdue 
and conquer him. And -from home we may vtvf 
f^cnabl? aflat* that the human nature muft needs 
be enabled by feme fupeoor power to perform 
what had been foretold of it ; for othetwife the 
pw>roifc could never have been fidfitted. And as 
it cannot be feppofed that any <*her nature but the 
Divine could contribute the leaft affiftance to the 
tmman in t his great undertaking, fo we muft ne- 
ce&r8y conclude, that theft two natures were co 
be .united >and conjoined in the peripn of Chrift. 

And let me add, that whatever notion concern* 
bag him the modern Jews may have imbibed, or 
token from their blind anceifors. the more judici- 
ous .part of that people were npt ignorant of that, 
which we maintain, as appears from the wxkings 
of their moft celebrated Rabbins : An^ wene it to 
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abyporpflfe w refef them to St. ^A« forateftf^ 
mony -of this; in the 7th chapter of his gofpel he? 
relates, that th^J^e;^ acknowledged, according to 
tteftripti»e, ,; titt«^rtft w» b*owrte of the feed of 
David* and out^f die tow of Bethlehem* * where 
2Xwtii w^s -, *ftenee>*tis plain they believed he wa£ 
» be a man : andrat the' fame time declared* that 
when ChrifUhtrold -come; no 'wan could tell from 
whence. he wras, -plainly intimating-thertby, that 
he was to be fomtfthing more than: man, arid no- 
thing lefe than God ; for otherwife it inuft rteeds 
he, that, fome* muflr know from whence he .was> 
and be able to^deolare his generation* '- 

C Since therefore the wifer and - more fober think* 
urgJtwS) as well ?& CbriJtianJ, havie unanimously 
beheved; fincfereafon teaches y ond&ripture;^iicli 
^ Wronger. than any argumesnr besides, exprefly 
dedares, that Ghrift, the promifed feed, was: to be 
God-man* or a partaker of both the Divine: and 
human natwe, there can be no manner of room 
left to doubt the certainty of it. But this will fHH 
more evidently appear, when we confider, in the 
next place, the nature of the office he was/ or- 
dained to. - 
< From the promife it appears, that Chrift's of- 
fice ,was to be two-fold •, paffive and aftive ; or 
cbfufferand deliver 9 and is implied in this, that 
he fhould be bruised, and bruife the bead of 
tbefcrpent. And by confidering the circumftances 
in the promife, and the preface to it, it appear^ 
that the one was ordained in order to procure the 
oth^r, /. e. that Chrift muft fuffer before he copld 
deliver •, that he muft be bruised himfelf before 
he could bruise the ferpent's head*' And to 
this truth Ifaiab has given teftimonyj in the re-^ 
markable 53d chapter of his prophecy:. lit it 
\ • . — f leafed 



Digitized 



by Google 



An Exp£ XS aVion, &c. 53 

pleaded the Lord to bruise bim 9 be bath put bim 
/* grkft* When thou Jbult mate- bis- foul a* offering 
forJin % bejhall fee bis feed> be fball prolong his 
days y and the pleafure of the Lord fball profper in 
bis band ; ver. 19. . But how far the fufferings qf 
Chrift, thepromifed feed, werfe to attend, and 
what was the punifhrnent he was to undergo, in 
order to procure the promifed deliverance, ' it will 
be neceffary to enquire. 
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Several Arguments which prwe, that tfa 
Death efthe Pr(hniJid£etdfism$forttoU m 



the Original Prmijy 



THE firft Account that wc have of Chrift'a 
Sufferings in the Sacred Scripture, is, that 
he was to be bruised. It muft be confefs'd, that 
a Bruife, the Wound foretold by Mofes r as the 
original pattern of Chrift's Sufferings, has not the 
leaft appearance of a mortal Wound •, and yet there 
is fueled very ]great variety of proofs to convince us, 
that the Death of the Promifed Seed was couched 
under it, as leaves no manner of room for an at- 
tempt to underftsnd it to fignify a Punifhment in-* 
ferior to Death,, /The Law, and the Prophets ; 
the Divine Attributes, and - eytn the bruise itfelf, 
together with thaTeffimony pfthe Witnefles, who 
were appointed to bear record* of the Promife ful- 
filled, are all agreed in this one great and impor- 
tant Truth, as will moft plainly appear, when each 
of thefe particulars fhall be fepqfjitely examined. 

Byt before I enter upon this, I am to obferve, 
that it has been almoft universally acknpwledged, 
by the ancient jfews 9 that Mofes 9 * Promife4 Seed, 
and th/z prophet's Prpmifed Meffiah is one and the 
feme Perfon j and this being granted, will itfelf 
be fufftcient to prove, that the Death of the Pro- 
mifed Seed was foretold by Mofe s as well *s the 
Prophets. Fpr if there can be no inconfiftency 
or contradiction between fuch Men as wrote by Dir 
vine Induration* then fince the Death of the Prpr 
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milled Meifiah has been frequently foretold by tne 
Prophets, we can by no means avoid concluding 
ttfrt tKp E)Qatft of the Promifed Seed was couciiel 
ikncjer the bruise mentioned by Mofes. Fo? 
fhould we attempt to underfiand it to fignify a Pu^ 
pilhmpnt inferior tp Death, this would be rendering 
Mofes an^ the Prophets wholly irreconcileable witH 
one another, which uraft neceffarily deprive fome 
of t^em of fhe CharaAer of Infpired Writers : -Ei- 
ther Mqfes^ or die Prophets ijiuft have been mi£ 
taken in $ieir Prig;di6hons concerning the Sufferings 
of our Promifed OeSverer. But as there is a grea£ 
variety of ptfier proofs jo be produced, to con- 
vince us of the Death of this eminent Perfbnj it 
wUl fee morally impoflibk to {ave the reputation of 
Mpfes 7 if the Punifhment, yfiikh was to be ih- 
lUfted on the Promifed Seed, is underftood to be a 
Puniflinjent any thing fhprt of Deatji. 

But fuppofing that there was no other proof 
to bejproduced ? again^l wjiat had been revealed'b^r 
Mofes, than fuch only, as piay be coflefted from 
yieWritiq^spf the Prophets, the Cafe would ftffl 
be the fanje. For if the greater Ny thber of Wit- 
npffgs ought always to be believed, before the lefler; 
apf! mbr? efpecially, whf re the reputation of bbA 
J>artigs is upon an equality, then unlefs the Death 
9f tlje ^roq^ed Seta cap be proved to have be|h 
jbmeld by A£ofes y as well p by the Prophets, 
tfie ireputa^on of Mofes jnujt feH tp the ground. 

l?or is there any other way. tq avoid the force off 
t£is Argument, but by denying, t^ jlf^i 7 S'Pi a OK 
'^j^S^^^^&c jnrophets PrpmHed Meffiah, 
is oqe and the fame Perfon. For it can never bfe 
.detyed, that tfie Prophets iarere inspired Writers, 
and t^ey having frequently foretold the Death 'df 
the Promifed Meffiaii, fii>ce tfcere can be po incon- 
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4ftcncy: or t cpntra4iflaon L b9twcen fych Men as wrote 
%Y Divine Inflation, there certainly, can be na 
otjier way to faye die .reputation oi Mofes ^ but by; 
acknowledging the Death of the Promifed Seed ta 
I: Are been foretold by Mofes as well as by the Pro- 
phets ; or by.difcrwning that the Promifed Seed 
andfhe Promifed, Meffi;&: is qne abcl,the fame. Per- 
fen* . The latter of thefe "is dire&ly contrary to the 
opinion of the ancient Jews : and it will certainly be 
pa jyery little purpofc fliould the modern Jew atr 
jempttodenya^ in order to preferyc and maintain 
the Cbaia&ettttta their great prophet. For, in 
a fubfequent part pf v tHjs Argument, I {hall prove, 
that the reputation of , Mofes is not otherwife to be 
preferred than. by acknowledging that the Prpmifed 
|>eefl and the Mefiiah are one and the feme Parr 
fon. ;.... . - •/ 

.And indeed they will ftill be under the fame di£ 
ftcqlty, provided. ti$ Law, wherein there was no 
other reward prorpifed, but fuch as was of the tem- 
poral, kind, Js L , liicjerftood to be in its own nature 
a iayir^j in&wtiqn. ^ For as the Seed of the Wor 
man, was thq Seed appointed, to fuffer for Sin, a^s 
Jjbon a$ Sin was .committed,, thsn it" muft needs be 
directly : sontwjf .to the Immobility, of the Di- 
vine Nature,; .to &ppofe, that any other Seed was 
afterwards app^ntqd to Iruife the : Head cf the 
Serpen, inftead of .that, , which!<haij been appointed 
to**his< Office, > froqi .the, Beginning.. Since there- 
fore, the Levitical Inftitytion. ^ri.be underftood 
in no. other Senfe, bw: typical (however not with- 
out denying the Jmmqtai^ity.pf Gpd) then t^jr 
the Death of the Brvfte, we may .be* 'fully affured 
•that the Suffejipg^ *>f t|ie true Seed,, the Seed 
firft appointed to iaci^fy for jSin, were to end ft 
Deaths the Punifhment due to Siri. 

; " And 
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And yet farther, as the Death of the Promifed 
Mefliah has been frequently foretold by the Pro- 
phets •, and as Mofes's Promifed Seed and the Pro- 
phets Promifed Mefliah muft be underftood as ond 
and the fame Perfon, it will therefore be a matter 
of great Prudence in us to underftand the Death of 
the Promifed Seed to have been couched under 
Mffes's bruise ; at leaft till the true Nature and 
Eflentiil Properties of thefe Sorts of Wounds lhall 
be fully explain'd. And in the mean Time we 
may obferve, that the Promifed Mefliah Has been 
reprelented to us, as one, who was to be bruised 
for our iniquities, as well s&Mofes's Promifed Seed. 
And thus, for inftance, Ifai. tells us, That be was 
wounded for our TranJgreJ/tons y he was bruised 
for our Iniquities. ' Arid immediately after this, 
we are informed by the feme Prophet, that he was 
to be cut off for our Tranfgreffions ; and there- 
fore, as there is no other way to tender Ifaiah 
confident with himfelf, but by : underftanding the 
Death of the Promifed Mefliah, to have been fore- 
told in both places, fo nothing more is alked for 
MofeSj than what muft be granted to Ifaiah ; and 
if it muft be granted to the one, I muftconfefs, I 
can lee no reafbn, why it Ihbuld not be granted to 
the other. . .'.*** 

It muft be acknowledged indeed, that the Death 
of our foomisM DeliWer has been more plainly fore- 
told by die Prbphets, thaii it was by Mofes in the ori- 
ginal Promifes and there are manyrealbns to be given 
for it.; but, for the prefent, I lhall only obfcrve, that 
as Mofei was the firft Perfon, who publHh'd this 
Joyful hews, that a human Sufferer was to* be 
irtade.a Ipiritaal Saviour': and as the Prophets were 
Expofitors tQ Mtifes\> lb it is not at all to be won- 
dered at, that we firid them to be much more ex- 
••'■"'' : ' : plicit 
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f licit in thek Pifcoverks* cpncernina the true, na- 
ture of Chart's Sufferings, thkn Mojes wis,, when 
he reveafed the Promife. ' 'Twas enough for Mofes t 
tha{: he has there, informed us of the malignant na,- 
ture of Sin, and of the manner how we capie to be 
infe&ed with this deadly Pgifon j and likewife that 
, the iacied Perfon appointed tQ heal us of this deadly 
Poifon, was to be a Sufferer* as well as a Saviour. 
Tab^more particular in their Difcoveries, was du? 
from thejn> who were to Jiicceed him in his office, 
But newrtjhekfe, we are not to fuppofe^ that there 
wa$ any thing defe&ive in the original Promife, 
My Intent is tp prove, that the two-fold office, a? 
well as .the two-fold nature of Chrift*§ Perfon, was 
foretold from the Beginning, tho* it was not then 
ib plainly foretold, a& it was afterwards by fpme qf 
|he fucceeding Prophets, 

And thu$, for inftance* it was moQ: plainly 
|bretpld.by.-5^/>^ that the true and only reafop 
fori&flifting Punifbment, on the promifed Mef- 
jiah was, for our Tran%reflion, AU vff Uke §bup 
have gone MJlray> and the Lord batb hid on Bin* 
a fa Iniquity qf w att. And again ; Be ms f^t off 
from the M cf tfa living for tbe Trftfifgrjffiws 
of my People was the Stroke (i. e. the Strpfce of 
Death) upon Him. This was fpeaking. jo fucji 
<plain Tsrms* as could not kaye. the j?aft $egtfon- 
^abJbfpppfj.&r. doubt, either concaving the true 
juppe #f \Chrift's Suffering?, or concerning jthp 
,txue r^fpn§, why he was thus appointed to faffer. 
JMpr cjtn# fa darned* *h# Ifaiab fas (in .this xtr 
ip^ft) &een WVch more expreft, than Mofes was. 
flutneyerjJieleis * # we (afae into our -pp^deration 
thsi whpde Recount, which h<*$ been giveo jis by 
Qdofesi tfrat #, provided yfc compare tfoRrgmife 
.and,thePi«&Jce to it, Jagpthpr ; *weJ(h^J(ind 9 ifat 
tht intent "of "infli&ing punifhment on Mofes* s Pro- 
mised 
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mifed Seed* ia exaMj the fame with that of inflat- 
ing Punishment on Ifaiab' $ Meffiah * namely) to pur- 
chafe our peace, and to procure the Pardon of our Sins . 
This Ifay will very eafily appear to be the true ftate 
of the caie, when the Promife and preface to it are 
conlkkred and compared together* > 

For inftance : if it can't be fuppofcd, that any 
kind of punilhment would have been infli&ed on 
the Human Nature, if our firft Parents had not 
difobey'd ; then as the Promife was made foon 
alto- Sin was committed, fo with great Safety may 
we conclude, that whatever punilhment was to be 
infli&ed* on ourPromifed Deliverer, was (agree- 
able to what had been foretold by Ifaiab and 
Daniel) to be infli£tcd on him upon our account, 
and not for himfelf. Upon his own account it 
could not be, becaufe the Promife was made fomt; 
thoufands of years before this Eminent Perfon 
was to be cloathed with the Human Nature ; and 
Jikewife becaufe when this Eminent Perfon was to 
be thus cloathed, be was to be a Lamb vtitbout 
Spot orMemijb\ or as Ifaiab has charafterifed 
Mm, One in wbofe Moutb there tnas to be found 
no Guile ; for inftead of that Vice, and Immorality, 
which mankind would be inclined to run into, 
flfter haying difobey'd - 9 he was to lay a firm foun- 
dation for the Practice of every Virtue * he was to 
teach and inftruft us, as well by example, as by 
precept -, fo that as he himfelf would leaft of att 
deferve to be puntflicd,. it can never be doubted, 
that whatever Puniftuqent was to be inflated on the 
Promjfed Seed, was, agreeable to the writings of 
the Prophets, to be inftided on Him, upon our 
account, and not for Himfelf For aft we lhould 
have ftood in no need of a Deliverer, if our firft 
Parents had .not been overcome by the Serpent 1 
Jo neither yrodd thefe h^v? been spy manner of 
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neceflity of inffi&ing any kind of piinHhment olfii 
the Human Nature, if the Hudiafi Nature had Hot 
difobey'd. Arid thus, by corifidering, arid conn 
paring the Promife, and Prefect together^ it* phkA- 
\y appears, that we may as eafily difeenv why 'the 
Promifed Seed was ordain'd to be bruised 3 as 
when we are confultihg thefe much more explicit 
Difcoveries, that were revealed, by the Prophets; 
where it is exprefly faid, that be was to be bruissd 
far our iniquities. ' 

* Mofes and the Prophets being perfeftly agree* 
able with oneanother, in this particular; 1 arid the 
true Reafotis for inflifting Punifhment on die Pro* 
mifed Seed, being fully proved ; it will, I think, 
be a matter of no great Difficulty to prove, that 
there is likewife the lame harmony, arid agreement 
between Mofes , and the Prophets, in the punift^ 
ment, which was to be inflifted on that Sacred 
Pferfon, as theteis, in the intent and defign of in- 
fli&ing it. For, if to fatisfy for Sin was the true 
Reafdn, why the Seed of the! woman was ordain'd 
to be bruised ; then as cextaihly, as Death was 
*he Debt contra&ed, when Sin was comihitted, 
io certain is it that the fuffcrings of Chrift, the 
Promifed Sfced-, who being the very arid only 
Perfon, who had < undertaken to fatisfy this debt 
for the Human Nature; was to end in Death; tho ? 
they were reprefented to us by a bruise only, and 
that placed on the mod diftant part, of any in dfe 
-whole Body; from the Vital Parts. And thus we 
ice howeafify it may be proved, that the Death of 
our Ptorhifeie! -Deliverer was forefold by Mofes 9 as 
well as tiha'Ptophets, tho' k was not reprefented by 
a Mortal wstind* • • 

But if we confider it, by tHe'Light bi Prophecy ; 

that is; if we take into our tottfideration, theac- 

- : . . '. -. ';■.". * ... : €ount| 
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count, that has been ; given by the Prophets, con- 
cerning die true nature of the Punifliment, whick 
was to be infli&ed,. on^tfae Promifed Meffiah, we 
fhaH find fuch an abundant proof of the Truth ©£ 
this part of the Argument* as will leave no manner 
of .room: to. be anywHEiioubtful rfitr* 
- Again.: if weasnfiderdiePjxnniie;liiydieIi^ 
refie&ed on it, fir Am the Divine Attributes, we fhall 
ftitt find, ourfclvefe under a neceffity of underftand-- 
ingthe Death of the. Promifed Seed Jtovhave been 
couclkd; under Mtfes'.s, bruise. To furnifhus 
with true notions of the Divine Attributes was z 
Principal thing intended by Mofts tphcn He re* 
pealed the Promife ; and unlefs we. would a6b di* 
*e6tly contrary to this great Prophet*/ the Divine 
Attributes muft be the rule, that we are governed 
by, whilft we are eonfidering the feveral Truths 
contained in the Promife. Let this be our rule, 
and we fhall foon find.ourfelves obliged to own r 
that the condition of our Reconciliation, was to 
depend on a full latisfa&on ; or in other words, 
that, as in the DifobedienGe of the firft Man Adam, 
all die ; fo nothing lefs, than the Death of Chrifl:,* 
die Promifed Seed, could ranfam.us from the 
Power of the Grave, aAd Redeem wfrom Death; 
Haf. xiiu 14. This,- 1 fey, will be an unavoid- 
able conference of eonfidering the .Promife, by 
die Light, which is refle&ed on it, from the Di- 
vine Attributes. Fortho' a Reconciliation, wkh-i 
out any Satisfa&idn, would have contributed fuf- 
fieient Pniof of the Divine Mercy -,< yet fiich a Re- 
conciliation would have been no proofof the DU 
vine Juflice. And yet if we confider the pain and 
Uneafinefs, which is Common toJbruifes, it muft 
be acknowledged, that the Promifed Seed was to 
be a Sufferer, as well as a Deliverer, \>Ancl to what 
: > > P ur ~ 
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purpofe even vrfis, or &hy kind of puniftimcnt, was 
to be inflhSted on Him, tmkfekwas to pna fe rac an 
equality of probfi between the D&vbc jiiftice* and 
Mency, willy ifc toy opaiianv i* a nay jdifikufc 
jnatnartofity. • And if fo fseferre an equality of 
proof, between fctth thfife Bhrinp Attributes, *waa 
die true oea&ivwdiy the Seed rf the Woman was 
appointed to he a. Suffiscot* atwdl as a Ddatoccr ; 
then we inx& uoAuB^^ 
mifed Bdivccer to Jiave teen ftg^ficdtojr fis-bc®g 
bruisot* or at can never anfcer the par pofe that 
k was cffdidnVl for* For if, m <3orformky to 
the Divine Juffiqe, we fay that there war to be 
foil payment made, by the Seed of the. Woman, 
&e fame N^tu»Cy that jjpd offended, before die 
guilty race wece/tobc seftnred co the Cfedne j?*» 
VDiir.; then at noncfe fhort of fieath* the debt, 
Yv$rich was contracted, when Sin was iGuuuiuued, 
as we uaderftand the pumfomoent, couch'd under 
Mofes's b&uj&&, to be, fo far ihort wail >it be of 
contributing full proof ofourdifchaarge ; and cp»- 
fcquently, fo far ftort will it be of contributing fidl 
Proof of the Divine Macy. And if in confoaanity 
to the Divine Mercy, we lay that Mankind 
was to be fangran* thft' the Debt to ,be paid 
for our difchargp, was no ways profxatianribic, 
io the Debt, which was contra&ed when Sin was 
committed, thai this will gready dinpaaifti the 
proof for the Divine Juftice ; and confcquently, no* 
thing, but a payment of the whole Debt, ctoe.and 
owing, when Sin was committed, will pnaferve 
and maintain, an equality of proof, between booh 
thefeDirine Attributes. And therefore unWs we 
would run counter to the Defign of Majks % and 
oppofe thofe excellencies, which he was endeavour* 
fog to dfficoter, when he revealed the Pcomife, we 
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tifa?ri&rtr pretefcd t?o undfcrftand, '&e pfcniffrmeitti 
t&ti&tfd under M^VsittfiSB, to^be^apuralhinent 
irferior to Death. 

Aiid thus we fife 'ttfhat a-numttods tmin^f ipnooft 
tftatytife produced, Id fappert and maintain the 
truth of this part of the Argument. For as the 
VtooF drawn fromthe Divine Attribute* is*perfeAly 
agrteab!e*o the ^ttitmgsof the 'Prtfphecs -, fo^he 
Law likewife, when undetffcood in a typical Senfe^ 
*B1 join with AelPfOphfts, artd the Difiwe Attri- 
butes, tad pwve that the Sufferings of the 1 true 
Sfeed, the Seed appointed to fetisfy for 8m as foon 
as Sin was committed, Were to end" JnBeath. And 
thus, in' the Death of our PromSed Deliverer, r how 
«afily ittdy we difcern that faying <5f~the Prophet 
Verified: Mercy /and Truth are met together*, 
Rigbteokfnefs and Peac? have kiffed vaeb other. 
$C hontv. to. -^Kat is, as the Divine Mercy will 
fee Miy proved 'tfftHoat any -Violation to Truth; 
lb tie Divine Jfcftiee Will be fi% fa*isfied without 
«ny diminution of the Divine Mercy. And tho' in 
•the Punilhment which was to be iiifli&ed on our 
Yromifed Deliverer, we have a31 the*Prdfof needful 
to^ativmce us bf L the htftred that God bears to 'Sin; 
yet in-tiie i mfeans fouwd <aat for <ihe Salvation <Jf 
"Mankind, the Love of God to las^his miferable 
Creatures will bemoftwonderfol :'for greater Love, 
Warn tiris, hath no Man, to lay down his Life for 
brs Prknd. John *v." 13. This, Undoubtedly, is 
-file /fpteateft proof -of Love fend AffeStion, that 
^n be Ihewn, from one man to another : and is 
never to be estpe<Sfeed,but where the Ties of friend- 
Ship fcre run tip to the higheft pitch: but the Son of 
-God lafid down his Life for us, while we were his 
*trtemies. A Man may lay down his Life for his 
<Rfehdy and be juftly and truely fb much indebted 

to 
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to Him ; but this was To far from being j&e ctfe, 
when the Son of God laid down his Life far us % 
that, as he could not poffibly ftand indebted to us 
for ^ny thing, fo neither could we avoid being in- 
debted to Him for every thing, that we poflefs. 
For the whole World is bis $ and he made it 9 as we 
are inform'd by Mofes^ and w* cur/elves art the 
.work of bis Hands. And whatever part - wis take 
thereof, we have • of his bounty. 
* - Again* if a Prince fhoiitd willingly defcend from 
lhe> Throne, to fuffer Death for a Rebel, it might 
perhaps be laid, that there were fome thorns in his 
jCrowq, {hat made him glad to get rid of it -, or 
-ptherwifey, : ;tli|t he , willingly .refigned, what he 
jwould foon have . been obliged to. part from- But 
the Crown, which the S©n : ©f God laid dowp, in 
ordej: to futfer Death' for us^ his Rebdliqusv$ub r 
ge&s, wa* a, Crown of Glofy.- The* Throne, which 
Jiedefcended from, was a ; throne,, where inex*- 
5iauiiiblepfcafure abounds :, nothing could depriye 
him of it j nor could any thing give him the ieaft 
uneafinefs, in the poffeffion of it. But I forbear to 
^proceed any farther upon a Subject, fo much above 
the reach of Human jCapaaty^ having already faid 
.enough to fhew, how wonderfully the Divine At- 
tributes are % diipiayM when the Promife is rightly 
underftood. And from hence, I think, we may very 
,£afely conclude, that, what has been advanced in 
.explanation of it muft be the true fenfe of the 
-Promife \ becaufe it correfpoods with, and is agree- 
able' to, the Defign of Mofes, by whom it was 
.revealed, as well as the Law and the Prophets. - 
I might ftili go on, and prove* that as a true 
r Senfe of the Promife gives us the beft leffoa on dje 
Divine Attributes, fo if we acknowledge the Di- 
; vine Attributes * we can never pretend to deny, 
c . what 
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wliat has been (aid concerning (he original Promifei 
unlefs we are bent to deny the Mofaic hiftory of the 
fell of Man. For after Man Had trari%refFed f what 
other way was there to prcferve an equity of 
proof between the Divine Juftipe and Mercy, but 
by making the Condition of our Reconciliation tci 
depend on a full latisfaftion ? After Man' had di£ 
obey* d, what other way was there to prefefve the 
Juffice and Veracity <&f the Divine Nature inviolate^ 
but by leaving him a Prey to Death ? And by 
what other way could the Divine Mercy be fhewn t 
to miferafole man, but by ranfoming him from tht 
Grave* and redeeming btmfrom "Death* Hof. xiii. 
14. But as I have already proved, that a Recon- 
ciliation buik on a full fatisfa&ion, is the only fenfe 
of the promife, that will contribute an equality of 
proof betwefcn the Divine Juftice arid Mercy, fo t 
dunk it will be of more ufe to the Argument, to 
confider die neceffity, ufe, "and defign, of pre- 
serving an equality of proof in the original Promife 
of both thefe Divine Attributes. 

And tothispurpofe, no better proof need be re- 
quired, than what wtr are furniflira with, from the 
depnniity of Huriisrri Nature. : For let any one 
confidtr how ftrongly we are' drawn, by the byas 
of our inclinations, to the Praftice of Vice, and 
how fliiggilh and heavily we tnove on,' when in 
the Practice df Virtue; with what eagernefs wie! 
purfue the one, and with, what rdudtancy 1 we move 
cowards die other.; hofr certainly the practice of 
Vide will end in niifery * and how certainly theprac-* 
tice of Virtue wittbecrown'd witheverlarang happx- 
Jtefi 1 and he mu$ feeds acknowledge, that whatever 
it conducive to promote th6 pra&ice of the one* 
mdiod«er y& $t>m the praftice of thej other, il 
rrct ottyi bleffing; but even one of the greateft 

Heffihgs that cou^i be procured for making; and 
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it never cam be- denied that the knowledge apd filft 
affurance,of bpth : thefe Ipiviop Attributes, is the 
moft effe&ual method* that could be taken to prq*- 
cure this very advantageous change in.thc Human 
Nature. If therefore we may judge of the intent pf a 
thing by the effeft which it muft neceffitfily produce $• 
fince in the price paid for our Redemption we have a 
moft convincing proof of both thefe divine Attn-, 
butes.; and fince the dread of punilhment jwhen 
rightly confidered will enable fome to withftand the 
Temptations of the Serpent, whom the fore and cer- 
tain hopes of being rewarded with eterpal happinds, 
would have had no manner of influence over j from 
hence we may juftly conclude, that to furnifh us 
with true Notions of both thefe Divine Attributes, 
was at leaft one principal thing intended, by in- 
flitting punifhment on our Promifcd Deliverer- 
For fince with regard to the Abfolute Power of God 
we can't deny that He might ; have received the 
Criminals into favour without infiftingon any fatif- 
fa&ion, for the "offence committed ; and fince i$ 
can't be denied, that God always afts towards 
mankind,* in fuch a manner, as will beft agree 
with the ftate > and condition, that we, are placed 
in •, and fince it appears, from the depravity of Hu- 
man Nature, that we are npt eafily to be reftrain'd 
from following the bent of our inclinations, fho* ui 
the Death of Chrift there fe all the proof needful tq. 
convince us of the hatred that^ God b<#rs to Sin^ 
then what arguments would have been effe&ualto* 
perfuade us to withftand the Ten^j^^opn of t|i<r 
world, the fiefh, and the 'Devil, if .the: original 
Promife had been foxevealed, as to Jiave afrprdecUna 
other proof, but of the Divine Mprcy y^2pjb#ll 
not furely .dit was the artful ujfinuatiQn, Ithat jx%> 
vailed with our firft Parents* t to t^ftethc forbidden 
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foretold in the Original Promife. 6f 

fhik: and the miferable fconfequeiiee Attending it,* 
ptoves.how' datlgetou^a thing it is to leflfcn our no- : 
dons of the Divine* Jiiftice ; for hadf 'not Adam " 
b(reh perfuaded bite of the fiire arid certain expe&a- • 
tions of the Oivihe Vehgeartce, in cafe of hu; dif- 
obedfence, l it Would have been much beyond the/ 
powir'of the Sefpeht, to have prevailed pver Wm. 
And I very much doubt whether any man ever yet ^ 
durft commit a crime, if at the fame time he. wa$j 
fully aflured, that he fltould be feverely punilhed' 1 
for it, 'lis for the Want of this foil aflbrante gf 
punifhment, that we are moft commoiiljf drawn in-7 
toSfin, as is very evident from common cbmterfkr * 
tioii, wherein any' perfon is fure to be blamed for^ 
attempting at any Crime, without a profpefil of' 
getting thro* it undifcovered. . V* 

Butftill once.more* and in order to fheW the^ 
heceflity of preferving iti equality of proof betweei^ 
the Divine juftice and Mercy in the minds of 
mankind, We afe to obferve, as irwas frorii the 7 
beginning, fb it has ever beeri the Contrivailce of; 
the Serpent, to leffen our Notions of the Divine 
Juftice and Mercy; In his'firft atfeitlpt he never' 
falls to begin with, Te Jhall not JUtelj die) there is^ 
no manner of danger In yielding to the Temptation. * 
And Who Would lofe fb great a pleafure ? Whci: 
Wodld let flip this great advantage, which is how 
tb be obtained, without the leaft haZzardof pu-* 
rillhment ? J'hkt and fuch like ire the fuggeffcon* of 
the Serpent, before the Grime is committed. , But.' 
afterwards we* find the Tempter no lefs affidubur 
ih his endfeavourt to leffen oUrNotioiis of the Di-. 
vineMeity. By the' firft attertrpt 'the /finner is ; 
drawft iii t6 commit the Crime, and ih t^e fScbnd/ 
attempt he is diffwaded from feekjtag $hr Pardon' ; [ 
and in Confequence of which, the unhappy Wretch ^ 

Fa mult 
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muftiink into everlafting mifay. And> r as by this 
means, this Hibtle Adverfary of Mankind com* 
pletes his maHcious purpofes ; fp it can never be ,de*' 
nied that ^Reconciliation built on a full latisfa&fan, t 
when rightly iconfidered, is, of all others, the moft . 
effe&ual method that could be taken to defeat his. 
defigas. For that they who. feek for pardon, may 
obtain pardon and forgivene£s of their Sins, can ne- 
ver be doubted ; becaufe it was for this end, that 
Chrift, the Promifjbd Seed, was content to be 
bruised ; that in and thro 9 his meritorious Death 
a Reconciliation might be made, our peace pur- 
chafed, and our pardon fign'd. This has been fo 
plainly revealed by Ifaiah in his 53d Chap, that 
we inay as well pretend to doubt the whole Sacred 
Scriptures, as tins very part of them. A Remif- 
lion of Sins thro* the meritorious Sufferings of our 
bruisbd Redeemer, to all fincere Penitents, if they, 
are not of the Number of thofe who have refilled ta 
<pter jnto his .Covenant, is therefore unqueftionable^ 
And consequently fy long as the original Promife 
15 thus uriderftqod, it will always remain an unde-, 
roabkjproof of the Divine Mercy. 
' But on the other hand., let the bold and pre- 
iumptuous. ofiehder refledt on this; that if God 
fpared not his Son, his only and dearly ( beloved 
Son.; if there was no abatement , made, to -tfiis 
Holy and Juft Perfon, in the punifliment due to 
Sin, when Hp .came to fatisfy for Sin, how can they, 
expeft to efcape the Irvine Wrath, wjiofe whole 
Life has been ipent in one continued Coiirfe of Sia . 
and Iniquity ? Wjio have been fo far from enter- 
ing into, this everlafling Covenant^that thqr have, 
neither regarded what has been required of them to, 
do, nor what has been done for thorn in order to 
^urchafe. their Etprnal Salvation? * If flighted/ 
" * lunonefs 
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foretold in the OrighdlP+ormjt. 69 
kindnds will in farigth<rf" thrie^fie changed into 
the ficrceft afiger^ they farely who have thus dc*- 
Ipifed the bufferings' of tHeir bruifed Redeemer, 
ran have nothing to expe&, r but the fiery indigna- 
tion of the Divine Vengeance*, when the great and 
terrible Bay of the Lord approaches 

To conclude 1 : fihee the knowledge and fll!l at 

finance of theTDivine Juftice and Mercy is the beft 

prefervative agairiftthe fabtflty of the Tempter*; 

and fince t6 dtfeat the Defigns of the Serpent was 

principally intended when the Fromife was made ; 

and fince the beff proof of bfath thfefe Divine Attn- 

"botes, muft necdSafUy arife from a Reconciliation, 

bu3t xm a foil fetisfiraon ; then with great fafetv 

we may condude, that the Death of the Promifed 

Sfeed Was couched under Mofe$*% »Rtr ise : becauje 

it is agreeable tdj aftd concurs with, thevery defign, 

which gave fife to. thePfomifev For, whoever 

cbnfiders the Depravity of ^.Htiman Nature, w3l 

fiiid, that It is of as'iftuch advantage to mankind 

to KSbw/that God is juft, as it is to know dyt 

^odfemttcifiils and; that it is a matter of the ut- 

mt^'TOnfequentt to mankind, to be folly allured 

t£fti$ti fhefe divinfe Attributes : as weH to prevent 

the weak and defending Penitent frpni finking in- 

to'delpair i as to be a Curb and Reftrairit to tHe 

boM and ptefumptudus offender, againft • hii per- 

iifting in luch i Courte of Life, which will^ moft 

certainly end in eternal MTifery* : And therefore 

had I no other proof^ that the Deatlr of- the Pro- 

mifed-Seed was foretold in the original Pnnitift, 

than the beneficial Eflfetts that mtift neceflafil^ flofa 

flrim the knofrkdgfetif theDivine Juftice and^erc^, 

'^ftijPBoth thefe Divttie Attributes areVij^htty coil- 

iicfcfietl,; I ■ lhould very readily * cohdfide ihft die 

Cbii8!fibn of ^'Reconciliation \vas to dcbfcddon a 

F 3 fol 
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lull Satisja&ioa; : /,/. That theN^efliah, wfioTwft 
p^dain^ to make reconciliation fQr our Luqqit^ 
Was |obe3RujsED tp Peath in . co^r S^eod, ;andj^vr 
'the^pifbment.dueto Sin f ff& 9 A^v.ha* ffpffe^x 
:icnted his Suffering* by a bruise only* . 

But to proceed; fincc a Buy ifl^is tfte word cboftn 
.by Mfykr, as theor^gihal Pa^em of.Chnft's $w£er- 
ings, it .will be highly- neceffeiy; Va ( ^bfqrv^ r t^t 
the Holy Spirit, when di&ating to Ijaiphy to give 
V^re njjl, and cleaipDifcovery,; con^rning/the 
Redpmpdori of Mankind, and of the ipanner how 
jhis great work was to be petfqrfjx'd tor us ? ;ha* 
thought this wound to be in itt nature, $ well qua*- 
'lified to anfwer .{hp purpofe .for which jit ha^ beep 
.ufed^by JV&^j, tjiat it is thrice mc^iontf by>Jfoiftf> 
as 4 fit EmWepi of the Death, jmicfy was to bein- 
fli&etf onjhe faffed Meffi^. dip' wp Interpre- 
ters,, have ^ug^ pfqg^jp ^aveit ewtpnep^an^ 
uxtrcduce 'the WQF4 ^T^/;*^ 8 ** °*L it -i I&W 
Whence ^e, may re^b^biy ,concli>de,. l!fe%$ ffuy 
Jiad hot be^'totalj^rignpfa^tpf jhe "ti^ SjgaS^ 
*tjpn of it, they /cwld f^arcp ever have yCGipwfa$ 
>{p extraordinary < a Blunder.! Fctf, .allowing, tb^ 
4he ffibrtw ^ ^yord, from vhich, , ft ] vas. tt*W^W» 
jwfl adrnk $f the*word Strifes, i& well as the,)voi^ 
jbrujse. j and .grafting, thai; the wptd Strij>fy\yq& 
jntrocluced r with an intent 4» aUude ; to 'the, fcowgr 
ffr&of t^^d^d f Jefus^ yet wfcn we fonfiderthe 
rjB^^c^r^J^e^ that were to be procvjre& by.iq- 
l&#in« th^ P^mtymentj with l?is Striptf.tp*$r<e 
}#aki: ayeryi?^? confederation will pr9ve,tha$,np 
jpther word,! but fuch<a$ w? 8 in; its nature an Em*- 
kern of Death, couldwith yip" leaJpk projaicty of 
Speech bc'jin^oduc^d into thppaflage, ^yLfincp 
: fJ}er$ is fcrery near Refembtynpe between Death, 
A apd a «un $b, the* none at -#i>cc^^n i^Qurging 
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and Death; k cm never; be cknkff^hac * oughdtb 
haw ^9 remfcerpd Ay AiV b*uise amp ir* i*<i#i/. a 
. Death w^.t^JC^t contr^edwhen.Sm>^« 
Gommirt^d v aad las; inl corfferntity jfio the Dhrirfe 
Attributes the Diw^ fully ^fo. 

tiafied by tli&^SeeddF tbcr.Wcnrniui thefitmeNa- 
ture> that Iftd -cfffended^ before the^guiity race were 
to be refitted to the Divine Favour * fo accordingly. 
SHc.fincJ* .th# *he Death of out Pnrarifcd Deliraper 
^ras frequ<gttty\forfctold by Ifabb in this wry cHap* 
W* befi4e»$bqfe places, whercr.it;:is' fignififed "tof 
the wdrd \bkuisb. And b each iad £V«ry one of 
the places It is cxprefly faid, that t>ur Traitfgr^D- 
£ons was.ih? coufeiof inflidbng this puhifhmenr up- 
in. Him* V r Afid fthwforc if it cotihl be fuppbftkfc 
thgt we were ta bq healed by Scourging, apanifl^ 
meat infeifcj? to. JDeath » ^then« thkrQuacry muft we* , 
^eflarily arifc \ nantfly, to. rnhfit putpofe warjha 
P»raifed Meififth fcfcpoun out Ids Soul- unto Dc&fthf 
qr 40 j?e made a . Sacrifice farifini. (Does notnriQ* 
leader thc^Pi^ot wonfiftGOt with himfalf ?Su^ 
}$M -fU9£> JPop CchqJefiec puntfhmcnc would fiHV6 
^p M.offedSual renwdy^agmnft diss dea%tj»il&? 
Sin, ^^WQt^.We Ijoch nb nteeffity for in* 
6i^ngth^ig|^t^.; ^ti^if.€lfc^^^«^^^ 
Sun pur chafed^ and our Sins blsitti-mt, 'by 
fcourgifig p^> we ihoufcl hatfertad tno aacb&dt?- of 
syiy other kipd 1 of j^ini(h*jen^ that *ets to bS in- 
gi^cl^on.th^iFromifed Mcffiata/*It 'would i&ver 
fe^en abfut^ifl t^JfrQphet*to>hara oienaoh**! 'any 
t^g ;fpqre t €09eeRMflg Chrift's Sufferings, aftfer^l^ 
hadfa pjai^r»i^rrftcd us tfmtfbe Gbfafimtoty 
q*r pwtvw^&*P** him rid path Ms8#i]p& 

oi F 4 »• 
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fjp cTbenfoaxtf the Prmlftd Seed 
liotrtpretatooc of hk writings, faanaffiuri tnitntty 
mdft eafih/ be detennsiedv Fdr, Jerbuc the worti 
autucsx, twbkh Is, in ks- hattae^ an Emblehi of 
Death, be iJtrodncofr, Jnftead'of thfr vwki Stripes* 
and ghfe wiHibBiAei.irne Jerffe * wdiinfeaningof the 
j«alhb.n^<btfiw»Y''nA^, i '»Wbf:Sin were 
become obnoiaaust to Death, fo by the Death tif 
Chnft flndlwfc ddirercd froift Death,'- Ae FtiralK 
tnent due to Sim: - And therefore 1 With Very godtt 
reafbn was ifciated^by J$w# "tb^Ctefpifmeht- Hf 
o&lPeacq:- witbrvreryigood reatbn, are we Jaid-ta 
tie .ftfH&tk *krt> the iktrhorim- Sttfdritigs ef 
Cbrift tbk PiamdfaSeed. v , . . 

Nor cah it ^ fbppoiiid, that *h« ^r^het w*k 
guilty of any neadiefe repetition, in thus freo^uenffy- 
tricntioning die Death of the Pikxnifti • MtffiK. 
ForwhcnthiiWard'BRUiSE fhallbe *i©re ftrSM? 
enquired into, wetfiidl find, that *ho Death of $fe 
JPHwoifcd Meffiah -was not iifteiinotofck once too 
©fittn. We Ihaleiflndv that as this fchapler was an 
tended- for ari explanation of the oij$flai Pron*3% 
ib tqtfn each and rewrry one of thofepfeces, wheKe 
this word mutest & introduced? kK«*e ; 'fe'a to*^ 
mriqrk inade by the Prophet, wf&h wis highly 
noosffary to.be. obfcrved, asihaB be more* fuHy 
peovoi hefeafte*. •-•■'.. • ' .» /.•■ ••.•-: .w.- .--^ 

.$# inthfiiiaeah'^me we are*> ohferve, 'tiiat as 
theptpphet n now .freed from W Ineonfiftericy 
which he othefwife' might *ay:J8ftly-ihaVe been 
changed withy ifin 1 one place Be bad ; i«fonned lis 
th>t.we wercfibibe healed by fifcurgingY a'pHjnifii- 
inci|t inferior to Death, and ki another- place ,J he 
hMwfomied us, that nothing Jefc thto^lhe Death 
ofthePronufedMefliahj that nothing leife; than 
beaig&thp puniflmiettt due t»»dur iniquities could 
ck^th Cl RemittQn' of ou» Sim : fcrtiy Sentence* 
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%i^clft^, /: fei^aer^d;ve^jr well qualified to 
fypport arid maintain an '• cqimlitjr of proof betweeh 
the DiVite Jufficfc and Mercy. For it in confor- 
mity to the Dmhe JWHce .tathihfe fcfi than thfe 
jriymetifc 6f thfe whole; dtftt : due and ? owjng when 
Sin was cfcmnwtted 1 could procure our djUfcharge* 
then in the Eteath of this, inhdeent P^tfon, whom 
the , I¥bpHetiiffiires tis was i 6 be cut off for oui; 
^**J£ri$V!f*. yrc find ftill bay merir* made-, and 
«6rif^udifl^, : withing more than the Death of ouf 
Promifetf DeEvtfer can be required to procure our 
difchargc. iftiid thujas jn the difdbedience of 
IbcJirftihaH Jtitimdll die, with great fafety.may we 
COTchi^'that-by the FmeEk obedience of the jfc 
tonli Atom, l dbtifi % He Vtom\}e& Seed, Jbatl all be 
ttjtored to -Immortal Life; " And from hence it can, 
I think, .never to doiabted'thit l the Death of the 
PrdmifedMeiaatwa^ figriified bythe word bruise •, 
bec&ufe it app&rs to hartre' been thus exfSaJnM t>jr 
/fiiiii& v who of all oth^rt S*aS the mbft accurate 
Expofitor of die Ptomife, tbe'Cbaftifementtf out 
feace was Md^upon Him> and by bis brvise (i. e m 
Death) iff* AM be healedof this 1 deadly polfonSin; 
And this bdngthe true {tide and meaning of the 
words now under corifideraticJn *' how far they agree 
with theTt^timony of the Witncffes concerning the 
Death df : the 'Hefled Jefas; may be left to the de- 
termination* dP the Wioft prbFefied Enemies to Chri- 
ftknity. Attd 1 more efpcdafiy when it;ihall becon- 
fidtfd whajfldttd of Death is here reprtfented to us* 
WWch, Wtijn tightly pndferftobd, will iflwd a moft 
coii^a% ri jbttobft6 the Truth *6f Chriftianity; as 
fc^^l^^W^Iy wfell j qualtfifed td fupport and 
trifa&faxhe,T^^ whicljwas 

delivered m £r6bf 'oPthe lVomife : fulfflled.- > ' 
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74 /^Pl^^^ P9 ^^.^ ' 
, , * And fuch being the veiy great advwtage* th#t ft 
to be obtained by rightly. un^erfe^i^ tte wc»d 
chofea by Affe/fcr* as the origjpal P^tppi pf Cfatiftfs 
Sufferings, whow^jTnothaiveexpefl^ that this 
word bruise woiila lia^e been fo. tprtqred and 
tried, in the fornace of our Imaginations, that every 
Virtue, which it is ppfleft.of, would Ji£v£ jipeihCXr 
traced from it long ago? That these '-jmnid , npwr 
haye .been no one fenfe : tp ; be applied to it, 6ut whafc 
Jiad been applied to it long before this Time? But to 
our Shame beitfpQfcen, nothing of this pw^rehasqi^r 
yetbeenVdone '; tho v there updouht^ly is, a maft 
urgent jieceifcty for it. For 'tis by underftanding the 
true feafe and meaning of this word oijy, that wq^re 
<cnable4 to difcern, the Harmony and' ,ftri£k. agree- 
ment that t^ei;e'. is betweori Mafisf^lxhc Jfa&t 
phets^ . #eqaufe,. if tjta two^fpld Nature ,of Chrift** 
office, as w^Il as the ;two-fold haturq ; of has Peribn 
was not foretold* in ^ori^ind Promife v we muft 
Conclude that Mofes*i jftppufed Seed andxhe Pro- 
phets Promiied M^fliah were two diftenjpt Peffops \ 
Since there can be no Wonfi^i^^c^contradiftion 
between fuch men as wrote by f?iyH* If^pWtipii^ 
And if the Prpphetf MeflSafi and i^^u^xot^k^ 
Seed are {wo diffpeo; ?erfons, then.^he Difciples 
fpyld have no right to. appeal to thofe, wntiRgs, 
\yhich had been foretold "pf the prpmiied MeiEah^ 
vfaw they were font ' to.b^tr record of the.Promifci 
fulfilled, and to point out,' that eminent' Peribn, by 
wiotnrit.had beeii &}fpled : arid cpnfecjipiitly tbeiR 
Teffitiiohy, pr however,, that part of i^ which is' 
biailt'u^on tfye Prqphpts,, muft fall t*x ..^jpoufd.. 
tfyt'if it caqi be proved frpm the 9a^ooy ^mfc 
ftqft,,Agreement, that ^pea$tew<Bei$ Atpfis^ 
the Prophets, ;t^;J&^» ^95^^ jfek *P* 
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'foretold in the Original \Prmife. 75 
prophets Ptamifed Mdfiah is one and the lame 
Ferfon \ then the cafe will be widely different, and 
that Part of the Teftimoijy delivered by the Qtfci- 
plesj which is built upon the Prophets prediction 
of the promifed JMeflSah, will be fo far from being 
invalidated, that it will appear to be a matter of 
great prudence in the Difciples, -that they mad? 
choice of thofe much more ; explicit accounts, which 
had t^een foretold by the Prophets, in order to con* 
dud and. guide Mankind to Mofis\ ProoMisd 
JSeqd, , thp-e bang many circumftances mentjoped 
by the Prophets, that were not neceflary to., be 
mentioned in the original Promife, relating 40. die 
pipe and place of the birth of phis eminent Perfof>i 
iami pt^?r orcumftancw of his Life and De^th, 
which woijld greatly contribute to corvine? Man- 
iindy that tJie (acred Perfpfy whom they thad ex* 
Jiibitai as the true Son qf the JVoipife, wa?. tti$ ve- 
ry Picripn, . who from • the beginning was appointed 
to be BumsEDj and fa ^^uisEthe He^ci of the 
^Serpent. Byt neverthekfe, this very great advan* 
jtage* which is to be obtaii^d froipVhe Writings of 
t^c Pjrpphpts, yrift depend ewirely.QntheH§r«pQnjf 
pnd ftrid ^Agreement th# appears betjween Mofes 
and the Jftgphcts. This, is the only way of proving 
that. Atofifs Promifed Seed, and the Prophets 
Meffiah is one and the feme Periqn. 

And fince the t^o^fcld ^atiye of Chrjil'sPer^ 
fonftig Qffic? has been plainly revealed by th$ 
PrpphetSj, k mufk needs be ficceflTary^ .in prdpr tq 
conyince Mankind of the Identity of the r fcr$i»i£4 
Seed a$i of ^he promifed Meffiah, to prove, tha* 
jtW WHfoW 1 nature of Chrift's Perfon and pffice 
waUik^i£e : Kyq$tfi jij &£ original Promife. . The 
jjpriwr !Qf t^efe.^alre^been,. plainly: enough 
pad^ appear. 1 ami when *he . latter Hull b? as fuffic^ 
5pily proved; there will be no jnanp$r of room to 

doi^br 
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doubt the Identity of the Perfori foretold by )MoJb 
and the Prophets, •' "' • : " - * •• - 

That the two-fold ntatfe iof dirifc'sPerfbh was 
foretold by Mofes under this Exp^effi*^ tfife Seed 
or the Woman, can never be doubted. ; Tor it 
itttift either have this Signification, brit <Stn have 
none at aU, : as has been plainly (hewn already ; 4nd 
therefore the Death andRefurredion of tihtePromifed 
Seed is the next and only thing to be proved in 
order to convince us that Mofes** prbijiifed Seed 
ted the Prophet* Meffiah is one and the feme'Pef* 
"fcn* <,T And this, I think, may be folly $Vovcd by 
ft ttoo-ftfd Argument, namely, from the bruise 
and the Part ordain'd to be bruised. FfWm thfc 
BRuisk, "ftfiich was the Wound chofeh-by Mdfes 
as the origifial Pattern of Chrift'* Sufferings, t (hall 
prove, that the promifed Seed wafe not only tolbf- 
fer Death,' but like*ife, that he was to itfe-again 
within the Spade of three Days. And from thfe 
Part onfemed to be bruised I fhaHprovfc,*thil tfcfc 
Refiirre^bti, thtfviftorious |>art of Ch^s«#Bae, is 
fjpeady confirmed and flrengdierittfr r AtAmhtn 
this is added to what his already been obfefvedon 
the twofold Nature of Gfe^sPei&h, * ^ I 
think, be fiifly ftfffident-to £rove, tft*t Mofis's 
Promifed Seed, and the Prophets PrbrtiSle^ Mef 
fiah,is one and the lame Perion. . «. i 

But feft, I am to enquire into tfcrtttoe -feature 
and dTential properties of bruises ; and tHtt, m 
brder to prove, that the Death arid Reforr^ion of 
the Prdmifcd Seed was couched uhder (Ke bruise 
infcined to be infli&ed. on him* And Itere; aU 
that +B Be heedful at pntfert to be c&ierttaj will 
come within the <Jompa6 of thefe two feitoifes; 
han^fy 5 firtt; thaif 5n all bruits whatever, the MdttA 
fe more or Ms coagulated, in jropoitioh tfrthe 
• : " : ^ J ".*">'-; -or.: .■ - • • -\ ] jjree 
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force of die. blow, whereby it was occafianed ; or 
to the part whereon it happened, being more o* 
Ids filled with blood Veflety,; and however either 
of ;hefe Ci^umftances, may alter the magnitude of 
thewour>4 yejt it can m^He no alteration in the 
eflence of the Dilprdcf : that is, there muft be fome 
degree, of coagulated k^ocl^, , to conftitute this dif- 
order, } d$inguiflicd ty the imme of a contufion. 
Again ; in ,the fccopd " place it is to be obferved* 
that when ever the Blood is coagulated, it is then 
rendered unqualified fo bear a part with the reft, in 
the Circulation of this flyid, and more efpecially 
when it happens by a bruise * for in cafes of this 
nature,; ther? is a. double injury done, that, is, thq 
folids , are no ids injured, dun toe fluids \ for a% 
the one is deprived of its fluidity, .fo the other it 
deprived of its elafticity > and in confequence o£ 
which, it can't be fuppofed, that either of them 
can contribute their ufual affiftapce in that moft ne- 
ceffary office of Nature, called the Circulation of 
the Blopd, whereon jhe Life of every creature fo, 
greatly depends. § And> bping thus far , let into the 
true nature and eflei#ial properties of Bruifes, it; 
does, I think, very plainly appear, that as far as a:, 
Bruife ex^epds, and as long as it continues, fo long, 
it remains; an Emblem. of Death; becaufe as ia 
Death, fo in a Bruife the blood is ftagnatecl ; and 
the^efqre, fince we find it recorded, that; the Ero- 
mifp4 §pe$' was tg ke bruifed, t as m well as> t* 
bxuijfi tty j>eud of tbe;$erpetf+(r^ hcuce we. may. 
very i;eafp#ably .conclude tkat he w?$ in. fonie de-.. 
gree or other to tafte of Death, But then ft nwft be 
in fypk a degree, ; as fuip with, and is agrees t)le to, 
the wound Retold by J^Jes 9 n the.IUpr^xi^on j 
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7 8 We t)eaih ofth PrtfalfedSied 

And finceaBruife alone is to be our guide, tStiH 
more we know of this fort of wounds, the clearef 
Notions we IhaU have <)f the £unifhment which has 
been fo frequently foretold by Mofes and the Pro- 
phets, to be inflidted oft our Promifed Deliverer. 
I fhall therefore now proceed to fet the due and ex- 
ad bounds to this fort of Wounds, and to point 
out, whert they may juftly and truly be diftin* 
guifhed by the name of a contafion, and whin not j 
left our Ideas of the true Nature of Quiffs Suffer- 
ings, fhould be f carried much farther than the/ 
have any real Authority or juft foundation forj 
which as it Would bea very dangerous miftake, fo I 
know of no better way to jprevent it, than the en- 
quiry, that I am now defignedly entering upon* 
Theneceffity, for which, will not perhaps appear 
to be altogether fo Very trifling, as may at JBrft 
fight be imagined, when it lhall be confideried, that 
it is no new thing, for onediforder to be uiher'd in 
by another-, and as this likewife may be the cafe 
with Bruifcs, as well as any other Difordcr, fo I 
fliall therefore proceed to the enquiry propofed \ 
which being righdy ftated, we lhall foon perceive 
that our conclufions, concerning the true nature 
and foil extent of Chrift's Sufferings, may bedrawrt 
with a very great exa&nefs, even from the original 
Promife itfelf. 

And to this purpofe : the firft diforder that I* 
(hall take notice of, that may be ufher'd in by a 
Bruife, is a Mortification. This difeafe is attended 
with a degree of deadnefs to the part whereon it 
happens, much beyond that of a Contufion. * And 
tho* it be allowed, that a Mortification is but fekbnt 
introduced by a Bruife, yet fmce it fometimes is,' 
and in ancient people more efpecially ; and it being * 
<#fe*fe, that bear* fo near a Referablancc to Death* 
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firttbld in the Original Promife. fg 
W to be diftirigo2hed* by the very nan* of Death, 
ft> from hence it may be thought to adminlfter 
fome proof, 'to the fupport of tins arg&mentr Be 
this: as it will, my intent is to adhere to the word 
Bruife only; for as this was the wound chofen by 
flfofeSy as the archetype of (Thrift's Sufferings, io* 
all Arguments raifed on any other foundation, 
will be raifed on a very fendy foundation, and con- 
fequendy will fuddenly fall. For tho' it be con- 
fefc'd, that a Mortification may fomotimes be in- 
troduced by a bruise, yet fince they are two diffe- 
rent difprders, the one not always the confequence 
of the other; and fince from Sacred Authority, it 
appears, that the Promifed Seed, was to be bruifed 
only; therefore whatever the fuppofed advantage 
may be, that is to be gained by proving, that a 
Mortification may fomethnes be ufher'd in by 
a Bruife, this, I freely refign, and as freely own, 
that I have no right to it. For was this to be al- 
low'd, ithen any other Diforder arifing from a 
Bruife, which thci* it Ihould bear no refemblance to 
Death, might be faid to be an Emblem of it ; be-* 
caufe a Mortification, which is in its nature a very 
exaft Emblem of Death, maybe introduced by a 
Bruife, • • ■ 

But fince Bruife is the word chofen by Mofes t 
and the Prophets; fmce the ^Promifed Meflkh has 
begn frecjiiendy reprefented as Bruifed, but not a 
Bone of Him to be -broken (as:I have great reaforc 
to believe, that a wound which was fo frequendy 
mentioned, by Mofii and the Prophets, muft needs 
be poflefsM of fomething very fignificant and to the 
pprpofe) fc whatever I have to iay upon this fiJb* 
jeft, (kill be no other, than what may be collected 
from the archetype of Chrift's SufFaing$ ii they 
tayc been peprdfented taus in the original Promife, 
- . . For 
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/ So ?k Dwtktf tte Rromi fed Seed 
j For tho'-it bpgr*nfcd,that a Mortification is a Term 

of Art, ch»t mafc£a& aiwh ftronger foiind of Death, 
than a Cont**fiojv * th<s> r k be contend tor be more 
agreeable to Death common to Hvunan Nature i 
yet this can be nojeafi>n* that the Death of the 
jBjomifed Seed ought to have been tiros represented : 
for there are fpiAft ckreumftanfes attending a Mor- 
tification that would by no means have been recon* 
cUeaJ>l$ to the Death or dUrever4>leffed Redeemer. 
Eorinftanee, the Recovery from a mortification 
can't poffibly be obtained, withoutlo&cf fubftance, 
v either. by digeftion or extirpation; and however 
^eU^aJifiedfuch a difonler might have been, ta 
convince us; that the Sacred Perfon who was ap* 
pointed thus to fuffcr for our iniquities, was ftriftly 
apd tmly fpeakingappoinfied to die for our iniquities, 
yet for die reafon before mention'drit is fufficiendy 
plain, that no fuch dilbrder could be chofervfor this 
purpofe, For fince the Promifed Seed was. not tQ 
iyffet any fuch alteration in die nature of his fluids, 
>vhilQ: Dfcath had the: Dominioh over Him, as is 
the unavoidable confequence of a mortification, but 
was immediately to rife again from it, and to de- 
tnonftrate the victory -which he had. obtained over 
it;' fo the digeftion and putrefaction, common to 
cutabfe momficati<)m v are circumftances lb widely 
4iSe|WB froifi the true Nature of the Death of 
tbe&omtf^lSbcd, that by no means could any 
6^ch4ilprder be thafen as the Rq>refentation of it. 
Y^e^eas a Bruifc very readily correljponds.with, and 
^agfl^abte to both pam of Chriff 4 office^ to the 
fefie^ig as well as the victorious part. Ta Death 
thp [f^fffaring part, Ac correspondency <eonfifts, in 
f&l&iteted blood, which isa Gkcoimftanoefo nearly 
ifMlting death, that in both cafes the Gtafr* 
ljWftllcfll fcht c bl»d:.ceaics/ Likcwif^-there is-thd 
\.£ feme 
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firrtoid in the Original Pfomife. 8 1 
feme correfporidcncy between Chrift's Refurntftion, 
<>r his recovery &om Death, the Vi&orious Part, 
and the Cure or Recovery frbtti Bruifes ; and 
therefore in order to hate the more clear notion of 
this Correfpondency, between the thing reprefent- 
i&g, and the thing ifrhfch is ieprefented, it will be 
neceflary to confida: how cures of this nature are 
performed. And to this purpofe we are to obferve, 
that nothing more ifc needful but to give fluidity to 
the coagulated fluids and efaftidty to the weakened 
ifolids : that is, by tarefying the one, and corrobo- 
rating the other, the ctire is completed ; and juft 
alter this manner, the chofen Witneflb to the ac- 
domplifhrrient of the Promife, have teftified that 
the blefled Jefus, who by his quickening Spirit, 
gave fluidity to his coagulated fluids, and who by 
his almighty powdr gave ftrength to his relax'd 
Solids, wrought fo miraculous a core on his bruifed 

Body^toddiveritfrom/i&fT^^^ of Death \ $fter* 
he had been a prifoncr to it, almoft three Days, 
without the leaft change made in the nature of his 
fluids : hotwithftanding the very great tendency 
which fluids-have to putifefa&ion, when thus de-; 
prived of motion^, that is, when they ceafe to be 
circulated. And thus plainly does the Correfpon- 
dency hold good with both Parts of Chrift's office,^ 
as well with the Refurrettion the Vi&orious part,* 
4s with Death the Suffering part \ but then we are 
toobferve, that this is peculiar to Bruifes only. 
And therefore it is no wonder that we find the Pro- 
phets have fo frequently reprefented the Promifed 
Mefliah aS bfuifed* but not a Bone of Him broken^ 
Carefully avoiding eVery Circumftance, that might 
give thfc leaft ftrfbicion of delay or hindranci to his 
obtaining the Viftory over Death before putre- 
faction could begin. For as the Refurre&ion of 
thp Promifed Seed is a matter of {he ' utmoft con- m 
• *• - Q fequence 
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Kvq:er t f^ if; w^^Hjy^ttdf r^ th&tljb miracle. 
*ho$f^ hfirc. a, place, lp. ^q ^roph^s account o$ 
Hinfe a$> Veli ^ ttfa$jb,-tbp ^enn&^fit •, but 

AbAt^effj^ Mjitbj grp# WHHcjaj wa^a.Bruiie. 
*™wng^ ag yul if^EJ^nly r agg)^r it ^e c<Mqer 
by a c^pfc f 95 AJ9 aM ^pffi^ajjn, jfi^d 
RmstKban* tftj& i^ tM^ calfc»s ^ell : %t^4» a, 

r W4 % ^P^ TOb? 
b ; a u $lqrf% ? yet -Vfkfn once 
|^ t^cKa^ige tfieir natuKv 
i, theDiforderJtfelf ch^ng^s s 
" i^ the ^xjyavafated fluid 
1$ being formed, it . is no 
the Wipe pf a contufiqn, 
therefore if. we are to be. 
uExp^effiop, fincc a B|ruifc, 

cuWt?% and finer die , PrbmifecJ.^e^ w^s qrdamed 
tofelirwted, ip (torn Kewe we may vjery re^fon- 
ably conclude, tjiaf he,w;as ip fpipe d^eejor oti?r : 
tot^e^Deatjb, Bii^tl^n, if.iBjn^ 
be oiir guide, If we are qpt ta fui^'pur coi^lulionf 
to be ^rawn from fuck Symptoms as .belong to 
other Difiir^ers, fince the effense of a JEJruSTe con- 
fills ojP.eoag44ted blood but 5 not putrened 1 we xmjft 
therefpre conclii^?, thatlthc)* the Prpmilod Seed wa$ 
to be bruifcd to De^h/th^tlie ii^htdelivef,us 

from Defitfi, the De^t-which, was cpng-afte^ wtea" • 

..... ....... .... , , . _ ._ r ...^. , ^ 
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Sfe-wwcommitteds; y* it could uot bfe Deatk of 
*nY long continuance : however, not fi> Bong as to 
grre place td corruption^ that almoft infeparabie 
companion of k. And from hence it isv 1 think, 
Sufficiently plami that thfe twofold nature of drift's 
office, as weM ad the twofold naturd of his Perfcfl* 
m# both fomold in the original Fromife. 

But here perhaps it will be objected, <€ That, as 
" nedbung:can'be tnori diametrically oppofitc, than 
" the 1 Suffering and the Vifltotfiou* Part of ChrifTs 
" efficfe are to'one another * fo it is: highly unrek*- 
** fonabU ft* btifeve, that both thefe important ai> 
" tfele* 08 our fifth. Wei* couched under Afeyfo's 
" Bruit; and that I ought W give up one of 
* tide important Truths to 6>ve the Credit of die 
" othefc" Bur that this is an obje&ion of no 
weight, will, I think, very cafily be prefved ; for 
had I toother proof to produce w> Vindication of 
the* Truth of this » Argument,, bu* the infinite 
Wiflani of that Divine Being,..irom whom the 
Fromife proceeded, B fhould reft fully fatisfied, 
that this alone is fufficient to fupport and mainr 
tain the tWo-fold fenfc which; has- been allied- td 
Mofts's Bruife; tho* it be allowed that btith thefe 
important Truths are in their nature Diametrically 
Nippofitc to one another. And therefore without 
enlaiging.on a Truth/ which* is univfcrfidly- acknow- 
ledged * it will, I prefurrte, be fufficient for nj/ 
prefent purpofe, to obferve that the hand* which I 
am. now writing with, will prefimtly ferve me to 
fomc other purpofe, and ferve mfc a& cffe&ually to 
that; purpofe, as if it had never been concerned in 
this-*., tho? die ufe which it may- then be emptoyM fa 
rtajhhc widely different to what it.is now employed 
in. And in like manner I find, that every part 
about me is made capable of ferraig^to many dif- 
fettnmfes, and each and every part ferving with 
G % ' as 
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as much facility, to the ufc that it is alternately 
employ 'd in, as if it had been defigned for no other 
ufc whatever. And therefore fince I myfelf was 
formed by this Divine Being, by whom the Pro- 
mife was made, there furely can be nothing fur* 
prifing to find an inftance of the fame Wifdom 
in God's Words, which are fo manifeft in all his 
works. 

When Human Sagacity has by a great number 
of wheels, being rightly proportion'd and duly 
placed, completed his defign, and made his ma- 
chine tell the time; : at any hour of the Day ; the 
Maker- of it is very juftly ftiled an Artift in his 
"way. But notwithftanding all his ingenuity, notr 
withftanding all his care and induftry in finilhing hfc 
defign, it anfwers to but one fingle purpofe only. 
And tho' this is as much as can in reafon be ex- 
pected frbm Human Skilly yet how Widdy diffe- 
rent are the works of our great Greator ? 
Here we find one thing, anfwering to many pur- 
pofes, not many to one. Thus the Light and 
Heat diffufive from the Sun is a well-known, in- 
ftance of the truth of this part of the, Argument- 
And all who are acquainted in the vegetable or mi- 
neral kingdoms, can produce a great variety of 
proofs of the like nature. For who that knows 
any thing of the ufe and properties of plants, of 
herbs, but muft likewife know, that each.and eve- 
ry plant is poflefs'd of many different properties I 
And in thefc different properties, they ail with one 
confent confefe their great Creator's Skill. And 
therefore whatever objeftion may be railed againft 
the Truth of this Argument, upon this foundation, 
muft neceflarUy carry its own confutation with it, 
For this- being the very Chara&erifticki or mark -of 
Diftinftion, between Infinite and Finite Wifdom 4 

... the 
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the twofold feitfe which has been/applied to Mofes % % 
firuife, may ferve as a Demonftration of that In- 
finite Wifdom, from Whom the Promifc proceed- 
ed ; or rather to prove, that Mofes was influenced 
by a Being poflefs'd of Infinite Wifdom, when he 
revealed the Promife? but by no means can it ad- 
minifter the leaft foundation for an obje&ion againft 
cither of thefe very important Truths which :are 
couched under the Bruife. For there is fuch an 
abundant proof, to be colle&ed from every part 
of the Creation, of that Infinite Wifiiom and Pow-i 
er, by whom, the whole was formed, and is fup- 
ported ; that whenever any part of it is confider'd* 
as it ought, it will always afford juft reafons for, 
the greateft wonder and admiration ; and whenever 
(his is wanting, it can never be afcribed to any other 
caufe, but our own ignorance •, and fince this fre- 
quently happens to be the cafe, even whilft the vi- 
able part qf the Creation is, the Subjeft of our Con-* 
temptation, it will be very reafonable to believe that 
this likewife may be the cafe when we are contem- 
plating the Invisible, or that which is Spiritual ; of 
which we can have do other account, but from the 
Sacred Scriptures, And if we may reafonably^ be-f 
fieve that our own Ignorance is the caufe of our 
not comprehending many things that are contain'd 
therein, what folly, what arrogance muft it needs 
be, to be conftandy cmploy'd in railing objections 
againft fqch things as we, don't underftand ? but 
how ipuch greater muft the folly be of thofe who 
makeajeftof Saq-ed Truths, not altogether be- 
caufe fhey don't underftand them, but becaufe they 
gee refolved not to underftand them. 

In the preceding part of this argument it has 

been proved, that the fuperior faculties that man is 

cpdp^d with, could be the gift of no other Being, 

G 3 but 
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few the wife Creator of «U Things* aadtni*ttfrrt 
for fo jaaudb benevolence and good wil 10 ma^kfawl^ 
to twra jhofe faaukaes whereby mambtod fe placed 
above Ac taft of God's Crcaturps, tatiteDifho- 
nourofHjm by whom this gift waj freetybe-: 
flawed, mufl: seeds be highly ctdwwd t and being 
foch, there can be no manner <tf room 4o doubt* 
that they who are guiky of fach ingrattiide* will one 
Bay or other be fere rely punched for it. And tf this 
mil fiiffice to make mankind more cautious in 
raiGng objeQaons againft factqA Trucks, *ds aildia* 
Iijffee ; for lW the Infinite Wiiaom-of this Divine 
Being from whom 0|e Promife proceeded, wilt 
(amongft the coniidering part of Mankind) be aa 
Argument of fuch ftrength, as to be wry weU able 
to fupport and maintain the two-fold ferfe that 
has been applied to Moftft Bruife, yet I muft ac- 
knowledge that I do not want it* having the Au- 
thority of the Prophets to vindicate all that; I have 
feid upon th»Subjeflr. 

And fiace theft were Men appointed by God 
Hiipfetf to explain the Promife* I may, I think, ve- 
ry fafehr fay, that the Truck of this Argument is. 
^ueftionable. 

But fuppofing that I had no filch Authority to, 
fopport and maintain the Truth of k v yet unleifc it 
could be fcid, that I had tranigrefled in the expla- 
nation of the wound, which & here given by Mofis % 
*g the original pattern of (Thrift** Suffering* *, fcnteft 
it co\dd fee proved, that coagulated bipod U hot 
an eflfential property of a Bruife, or that tho* it is* 
yet tievtffthefefe there is not die leaft refefribfeace 
betweea Death and a &uift j and could even th&i 
be.gmrifced, it would amount to nothing mo*e than 
this; namely, that the* it could Hot bo perfrftred 
t|teitfa the Rcftmhfcw* bet*p9 P^ath tod 4 
• i * " "- Bruife 
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jvtetwm tm nr^tyr^9nnx^^^fr« ay* 
Hrtufc cdRfiftcdv yet tidreithHSft tffe joljgbt t6 eon*- 
dude that the Death of 1Kb Prifottfcd Seed wai 
figniflfcd thereby, Writhe!- we coWd comprehend k 
or no-, for if 6therwife uhric r ft obd, we rpfcfer ilfc*. 
//j ttd the ftbptes wholly intcbnfcildfole with, 
one aribdtfti dtih #Efah nothing dtfi be a fertatcfc 
ABfurffity, ... j 

But finee by the pMh ahd imeafmefe fcommofc 
to Bitnfes it Sppfcata, tint, our Prdmiftd Delivered 
was * bfe a Sufferer as tfSll aa a De&fei&, th wiuli 
Other purpoffi any linfl of puniihmentWaspobbltw 
ftifted in Htt.H *Mefe tS6 prcferve an equkHty of 
pfoof between the DiVine jfuftfce . tad Mercys will 
in my opinion* be an argument that is not caGly tb 
bfc proved. And if to preferve kn equility of Proof 
between both thefe Divine Attributes, may be tin- 
dtrftood to be a pririfcifxd Reafbn for infitSt&g pu* 
nifhmeftton odr Pronufed Deliver crj then as Death 
fas Ihe DebtcontradMdj when Stnwaj coiftmittctii 
indChrift the Ptamifed Seed* thevefyaritt dnty* 
Perfctt Who hid undertaken to pijr imftiafisQr this 
debt fyf Human Natiire % fo wemuft €6nchitte tUt 
hid Su8$fifi£fc toeffe tdend m Death; tHo* ihe^ v \frerd 
re^reftmfeft to us by a JJrlrife only* tod thit placed 
on the muft diftanf part of any in the wjhotibody 
fitw* tfie Vital P^rb ; fof to uhderftand thtni irf arijt 
Other Senffi fiuffc necefiarily deftroy thai fequ&ty df 
Pi^tfewteeiftfadi thefe Dhrme Attributes whkft 
isrtetterfcig thenar chirig ihceMed td be proved 
by tHe Ptoxifliftwnt j winch w& t6 be fcBifted oft 
itePfOilnfaJ&td, 6fiioiie6ffi2t« r 

j^fcasMayb^tiw^ Wi 6themife 

be reconciled but Jjy. aoddrfbuidirifc the Death of the 
F#flHft3 S&d tatanfa Weo cbudrif nnflcr iWfr/«rt 
fehtfef & hetoWfr can die Prophfets add thdBfr 
viai Attributes agree with one another, unlefi we 

4 «a : 
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underihnd theGondkion of otir Reconciliation tdi r 
dqpend on a full iatisfa&ionrand therefore whether < 
it be more reaibnable to underfbnd it in thisScnfc, or 
as fignifying a punishment inferior taDeadi, may, 
I think, be left to the determination of therms, 
thejnfelves. If the Death: of the. Pronpfed Seed is 
underftood to have been couched under the firuile*, 
there will then'be a perfe<5t Harmony between Mo- 
fes and the Prophets. And as in the Death of our> 
Promifed Deliverer, the Divine Juftice and Mercy* 
will be equally conspicuous; fo Bkewife every part* 
of Prophecy, which foretells aMeffiah to be cut 
oflF for our Tranfereffipns, will join in conceit with 
die Divine Attributes, and prove that the condi- 
tion of our Reconciliation was to depend on a fall 
£tisfo£tipm . 

And fince to defeat the defigns of the Serpent, 
was a principal, if not the only thing intended, 
when the Promife was made, as a true Senfc o£ 
both thefe Divine Attributes, when ■ rightly con&» 
dered, is the beft prefervative againft the Tempta- 
dons of the Serpent, we therefore can never pretend? 
to doubt of this being die true Senfe of the Promife, 
becaufe it cprrefppnds with, and is agreeable to the 
very tlung intended when the Promife was. made.. 
And tho' thus much will be; fafficient to prove* 
that the Death of our. Promifed Deliverer wa& 
foretold, when he was appointed to be bruifed, 
and to bruife the Head ojf the Serpent; yet who- 
ever confiders what bas been obferved on the Ixvi-r 
tical. Inftitution, will find frefh Argument to con- 
firm and ftrengthen this important Truth, which I 
am contending for.; and amfequendy we can ne^ 
ver pretend to deny that the Death of the Promifed 
Seed was foretold in the original Promife, provided 

r ."*•*.„ . : ^ there 
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there was not fuch full and convincing proof to be ' 
collected from the true Nature and effential Pro- 
perties of Bruifes. For whoever attempts a thing 
of this kind, muft do k it in defiance to the Law 
and the Prophets, and the Divine Attributes. 

Death, the Suffering part of Chrift's office being • 
thus eftablUhed, the truth of this part of the axv 
gument muft be placed much beyond the power 
rf obje&ing againft it. But on the other hand; 
tho* there appears to be a very near Refemblance 
between Death and a Bruife, and tho' it may very 
juftly be ufed as an Emblem of Death, becaufe 
as in Death, fo in a Bnlif? the blood is ftagnafed ; 
yet if we are to be guided by the Prophet's Expref- 
Hon, if We are not to fiiffer dur conclufions to be' 
drawn from fuch Symptoms as belong to other 
Diforders > that is, if a Bruife only, whHft ftri&ly 
and properly fpeaktog it may be called a Bruife, 
is to be our guide; then fince a Bruife confifts of 
coagulated blood, but not putrefied, it thereforexan' 
reprefent no other kind of Death, but Death with- 
out corruption ; agreeable, to the Prophecy of 
David, Pfal. xvi; 10. Thou <toilt not leave my Sout 
in Hell, neitbtr wilt thou futfer thy Holy one to 
je* corruption. Here indeed is foch proof to the 
Truth of this Argorqent, that nothing farther need 
be added in confirmatioa of it. Here indeed, is 
Juch proof, that was all die Skill that ever Human 
Nature was pofifds'd of, fqmtnoned tbgether^ to give 
die trueienfe and meaning of the original Promife, 
k would amount to but little, in pomparifon with 
what the Holy Spirit has ppt into the mouth of this 
Prophet. For whoever confidcrs and compares 
Mofes and David 'together, will find them per- 
fe&ly agreeable with one another, both in the two- 
fold gat^re of Chrift's Perlbn, and in the two-fold 

nature 
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nature fcf his ojfe* i bift wifh.rtgahito the tWo*- 
foW nature of hb office* there uwiowbtcdl^ is ail 
the proof needful to convince us of fen Ofcath and 
ftefurre&ion. TbdnunltnotlrivtmySohlrtlMk 
is plainly foretelling th&t thfc Pram&d Scdd was to- 
be a Prifoner ih tht Gtavr. Ntifcfr Vik tbdufkf- 
fer thy H*ly emit fee Goihr*pti<m\. hrrtlb&phmty 
foretelling the /hort oontinufcmce t>f Mk oaptmty* 
And therefore had I n© other pfbdf to produce* in 
vindkatioftuf this Argument* I fliould reft folly &* 
tisfied in this Ertpbnatbo, Which hai bfefen ghren 
of k by th* Pitjptet JStetwfrf * for whpetret oorifidd* 
and compares What h«s bfeen tbfiafvesd ctn Mafia's 
jfeufc* with this Prbph^y of Itetrfij wi» Irety 
tafily perctifrt* that what: fe here reweakd by tfa? 
latter* was revealed in explanation faf What had been 
foretold by the former $ for fb well does iBtowf s 
]0&th without Cotruption agrfe* With* to cfeaHy 
4oes it explain the true Nftttte of the Puni&mtnt 
which Was ta be infli£ta4 on Mtfei'i Prom&i 
Seed* thai the taefcoeft tftfhrcife ntey now very 
dearly oOmpfchehd the trite fare and meaning of 
both Prophets i that '** they* Who fttf wfeht df 
Knowledge to the trttf Nature and effemial Ptoper- 
ties of BruiTes* cftiki not d&d&r how foch af 
wound might bt ufed as An Emblem of Dfearin 
spd mi£h left difcover, that it oNi m{rfdfcfee nor 
Othtr tod of Dte&i but Deathr without torrtp-. 
tioAi may now ty tl>e l^ght that is afforded them 
irosa Epvif* candle, very efearljr peatafre* that 
tJio^thtf Premise* Seed Waa to Armodar liWifctf a 
FrifoneF to the Qmi*> yet titefcngth Af Us ca^- 
^ivity w|$ not to tttacad the ijpbee of three days : 
«g*eeafel* to thtf Tift* the* 7m*/W9» ih AowfcWtfs 

And 
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And one thing w& worth our Notice &, that 
the Frophet Jvnas, in his ihaddgptag ftr his do* 
ftnecaimt, take* notice, tint he had been rieliver'd 
fioin . darapeson % which was ptiudy fignifyigig, 
that what ww then prefigured cut* in hismir*cu- 
lot* ddwetwtc, had reference t6 Ma/eft promo- 
ted Sad, as wdlas this prophecy of Zfcrai ; Far 
** there b aodring tno*^ or kft in this prefigure 
«bh of 7t**r, thai what had been pkartly factoid 
by fiaotf i- £1 natter is there any ding* in cither of 
their ttoedktiftn*, but what is ftriftly ipeakingap- 
pficgMecoJUtyfe/s ftomHed Seed. Andthcirfort: 
by* the Light rtflefted fiom both thefe prophecies, 
we can** ovoid concluding, that the* the Death of 
the Fton&fcd Seed wa* oooch'd under Mojt$*s 
Bruife, yet it could be no other kind of Death*, 
hot Death without Corrupdon : For to underftand 
it bi any o Aer Stafc would be to cantradiA what 
bad, been phunly prefigur'd out and foretold by 
povid and y*ncs. And if k was to be Death 
without Corruption, than the Refurre&kxt of the 
ft«nii!WSeedinuftbeperformMwi^ 
of three Pays: And more efpeqally if wedofifidc^ 
that Jtrufnlm^ the place where this great and me* 
morable event was to receive its accompiifhment, 
Js a very hot Country. 

But to obviate all mtfakes from hencd teifing* 
there was a remark made by St. J*kn* coudernkig 
tfiecoMne&of the wither, juft about the Tune 
when this Eminent Perfan (who lad been So frc- 
quenrfy foretold by the Prophets ta be made a Sa« 
fhfice far. KnJ ,waa pouring o\ft hfe Soul until 
Peach* which we may very reafonakty think waa 
**ention'd> : as relating to fcmething of a much 
greater concern to mankind than that of Piter's 
&tertg tht benefit of £* S?raflta fire. How- 
^ ever, 
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ever, let others underftand it in what Scale they 
pleafe, the Ufe, that I intend to apply it to is,- 
that as cold prevent? putrefe&ion, fo this undoub- 
tedly was ordered that it might pi event corruption ; 
and therefore, whatever doubts and fcruples might 
have been raifed (if this remark had not been 
made by St. John) concerning Chrift's Refante* 
rion ; that is, how far it could reafonably be be? 
lieved to have been petform'd, according to the 
rules prefctib'd by the Prophets, for this purpofe j 
tho* in anfwer to fuch, objections, it might have 
been replied, that fuch Power as could vanquifl* 
Death even when a Prifoner to it, muft needs* be 
always able to withfttod putrefeftion, tho*. it be at 
low'd in* all other cafes to; be an infeperablc cootr 
panion of it. But when- we read that, the weather 
was very cold at the time when.-, the Promife wa$ 
fulfilled ; and fince cold naturally prevents pqtre^ 
faftion; as all controverfies of thi$ nature are, by 
this means, totally prevented % fb inftcad of doubts 
and fences, what prates arc not due to that in* 
finite Wifdom, by whop* this great affair .wa* 
conducted ? not only for appointing Mofe* to it T 
vive the Promife, when all true. Notion* Qf it 
had, .for many Ages, been buried under the ruins 
of Idolatry; but likewife for the great care that 
•was afterwards taken pf it* by the Prophets, 5?ho 
were his Expofifors ; when fcarcely. an aget paft 
away, without fome new difeovery, relating to that 
Eminent Perfori, by whom the Promife was to be 
fulfilled, till at length there was not a fingle cir T 
cumftance omitted, which wa* neceflary to be 
known before his coming ; and likewife /or ap- 
pointing fuch Witneflfes'to the accomplilhment of 
the Promife, as would very readily lay down their 
}ives jis a proof of the Truth of their Teftimony t 

Ap4 
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And laftly, for appointing fuch areafon for the 
accomplifhment' of the Promife, as would natu- 
rally allow ; of a greater length of time to con- 
yince mankind of the Death of the Promifcd Seed, 
without affording the leaft room for fuch doubts 
and faruples, as might otherwifc have been railed 
concerning Ms Refurre&ion ; that is, how Far it 
corrdponded with, and' was agreeable to, thole 
Prophecies that had foretold it \ of which kind is 
every part of Prophecy, that has represented the 
Promifed Mefliah as one, who was to be bruised 

for pur iniquities. - 

* : For that both the Death and Refurreftion of the 
Promifed Seed was fignified hereby* may . ftill re- 
ceive much farther confirmation from the Prophet 
Ifaiab, who, in his 53d chapter, as he has moft 
plainly fet forth the true nature and beneficial ef- 
fects of Chfift's Sufferings, fo fikewife has he 
moft effe&iially eftabliftiM the truth of this ar- 
gument: For, in thefirft place, he informs us, 
that the true and only reafon why this puntfhment 
was to be infli&ed on our Promifed Deliverer, was, 
for our tranigreflions : He was bruisjed for our 
iniquities^ fiys the Prophet, And in order to 
prove that the Death of the : Promifed Seed was 
fignified thereby, he afterwards informs us, that 
be was to bt cut off for our tranfgreffions. From 
whence we are to obferve, that as he ftill makes 
fin to be the caufe of his fufFerings in both places, 
foirwitfbevery eafy to infer, that the fame kind: 
of puntfhment was meant in both places. But left 
wc BiouH ^mifunderftand the Death which is here 
foretold, he onCe more introduces this word bruise, 
with fuch. a remark upon it, as- plainly proves, that 
k could not fignify Death which perifheth. For tho* 
the Pfcophet had but juft before ctefcribed the Death 
* ; . i and 
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apd Baria* of ^Eminent Eafoo* wl» ws*s to be 
SHu-issn* ta be put to grief* and to. maker bis foul 
4B q#ei?ng for fin 5 yet immediately; after he in*- 
fataa us* tbafc^-Wttjfo^jfo^ tuultbaiHs 
fy&wert tn brpvokiggd* au& thai therfileajpir* tf 
*ha Lord was to.fr*f$& i* Ms. hmi. Aod G®m 
b^qceit i% I think, d eroo pfl xa fa ig sbin,, *&* he 
ma&to rile from, the I}ead,, a& well >a$ fahrait to, the 
fetttarf De^tJu; for <ttbecwi& it wall be fcaccc 
gctffi^tomak^^ feafe o£ this*Eto+ 

ghecy;:, Fqi how w& beta fee hi$,foed? Or hw 
were W Days to be prolonged, after* he bad troll 
iw^M-tft deaths *fcer he had made; test font ah 
9ifcm&{$ for, fin, iMle&he.waM© ofe loom the dea^ 
or* Bblfomk has huafel£ cxgrrii it hka#h ch*g* 
ver, 8^ # fjvaUoia ufa.&wik in.v^Wnn^ 
. If <3odianotthe,Godo£ thafai* but<£tfc? 
living, then, what, is here, foretold* of: Chrift* the 
Bx>nSfed>Seed ff muit be underftoaL to relate t? 
what. was. to. be ef&fted. after his Refurr^aiw^ 
and if. thus undetftood* then.eaah and every one 
of thefe placet, wl^ere this ward. Bruise is in* 
traduced, will, have its* proper ftgnificatbiv-, and 
theJftaRhefcwttU be fafe from .being gpilty/c£ mj 
needlefc repetition,* by? thus frequently introducing 
the. word diofenbyiMafts, as the, arigjnalr pattern 
pf GIirift!s.lufferingf4 th^Ltp diftharge the* office 
of. an. expofitpr* ick.Mofes,, nothing .k&tbao. what 
Wa& Aid upon foby-Ifaiak can be.aUowedrt^e.a 
fyli e^qJUnatioA, ofc it AndnOonfecfiientlyj,' , as • tl# 
qffict.o£ aa expofitor requites him, to, be, full. a&4 
expjrefiive, fo the Prophet will by : this means ha 
^rfeftly free. from. all. accusation* of. havmg^faid 
Other too Jittleror too much upon t^k word' m&uj$e* 
Eor inftance; r in thefirft place he has informed^ai 
that fpr our-tcadgreflionswaa this Eminent Per fon 

appointed 
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qgpojWft} # fo? brujfed-,* %BJ$ &trqfeM*TO amy- 

VW i&Mt& swfcfe* tat »fcfc 4«»A <tf ta> 

«f«g** <?£.$*: *f 4«#». &». %fi»Qr4w8 to, &%!>#«,. 
it «BPffi«iS to» vtitfmt UmkfiitMm ftm '* *W«t 

EJw* T«®?». tat kf *m H fa mh oft fm w& 

s%*. Qi##ijm#tfi °f- m. ?wt> Aa& Uflty ft* 

&£$£& he* \K«s tq,ftfi bift Sqed* fi£fc 

A*4.n^ww li think* th^pe is ody QnC'tHjflgfljopfc 
tha£ cqgjd, hav« been ofafe optfe* of; ty r 7ftB*k 
oppfi^Friflg him^ the c*f9£it$ q£-«>.fi)jpfkir tft 
AJfeAb. *p4; tat «Anfl 4> ite: prpcife t^pa. that: 
Death was to have the dominion over this EitftMOb 
Perfon, who was to be bruifed to death for our 
iniquities. But, as this was plainly prefigured out, 
and foretold both by David and Jenas t fo Ifaiab 
may very juftly be excufed.for an omiflion of this 
nature. However, in all other relpe&s he has dif- 
charged the office of anExpofitor in a molt wonder- 
ful manner ; and even in this refpeft he is perfectly 
agreeable to David and Jonas ; for as they prove 
that the DsQkqftl&i $$^$&5&$was to be a 
Death of a J >^%ff,, c|g > ij a9§j ^ like- 

wife proves, tmft i% vy$ nojfc t^%b> Death which 
perilheth. And" thus, ri^ly- »ay it be proved, 
diat the Death and Reforre£tion of the Promifed 
Seed was couch' d under Mofes's Bruife. 
■ : I might ftill proceed much farther, producing 
proof from the Prophets to eftablifh the truth of this 
Mgumfflt :. But as the proof which has been alrea- 
dy produced is fully fufficient, fo the one only thing 

remaining, 
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remaining, as necefiaty to be dohte in Order td 
Confirm arid ftfengthen the truth of this argument, 
is, to confide* what farther reafbhs may be aflign'd* 
in ordel* to prove that the feveral jpaffages Which 
have already been produced, were revealed in Ex- 
planation 6f the Original Ptomife. And if it cart 
ftill be more fully provfed that the Ptophfets are to 
be uriderftood in the capacity of Expositors of the 
PromMe ; or, in other words, that whatever was 
revfealed by the Prophets, relating to the Promifed 
Mefliah, had teferenfce to, and, ftriftly {peaking* 
was amicable to no other Perfon but Mofesh Pro- 
mifed Seed, theh, as the ufe that I have made of 
die feveral paflages before quoted will undoubtedly 
be juft and right, fo the truth of this argument muff 
be unqueftionable, it being fupported by facred 
authority, as well as reafon and the nature of 
things. 
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THB 

Prophets the Expofitors 

OF THE 

PROMISE; 

T H & 

Disciples the Witnesses 

OF THE 

♦ Accomplishment of it. 

AN D therefore, in order to (hew what incon- 
teftible proof we have of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, it will be neceffary to proceed yet farther,; 
and to obferve, thajt if the Prophets are to be under- 
ftood in the capacity of Expofitors of the Promife ; 
then we may very reafonabty conclude, that the Dif- 
ciples were the Witneffes apppinted to bear record 
ot the Promife fulfiU'd. For it feema very abfurd to 
fuppofe, that fuch great care ftiould be taken to 
unfold and explain die true nature of the Promife., 
whilft the accomplifhment of it was in expe&ation, 
and that no notice fhould be taken of it when 
fulfilPd ; and yet this mult be the cafe, unlefs the . 
pybjpks were the perfons appointed to this office. 
For tho* the time appointed for the accomplifo- 

H xnent 
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ment of the Promife has been paft and gone for 
iljefe feventecn hundred years and upwards, yet 
there have been no other perfons whatever (except- 
ing the Difciples) that have ever yet made the leaft 
pretenfions to have been appointed to this office ; 
and confequently we muft either allow that they 
were the Witnefles to the accomplifhment of the 
Promife, or the veracity of the Prophets wiH be 
greatly to be fufpe&ed : And if the Difciples. are thus 
understood (as their teftimony will be of equal 
weight with the writings of the Prophets,) the 
truth of this argument muft be fo greatly confirm- 
ed and ftrengthened by their teftimony, as to be 
placed much beyond the power of the moft mali- 
cious adverfaries to Chriftianity to raife any ob- 
jection againft it ; becaufe the perfons,; who were 
appointed as Witnefles to the accomplifhment of . 
the Promife, have not only proved that Mofes's 
Promifed Seed, and the Prophets Promifed Mefliah, 
is one and the fame perfon, but likewife that the 
Death and Refurreftion of Chrift, the Promifed 
Seed, was foretold in the Original Promife. And 
confequently if there be any dependence on the 
teftimony of the Witnefles, or the explanations of 
the Prophets, then there can be no manner of 
room ta objeft againft the truth of this Argument* 
But before I proceed to examine the teftimony of 
the Witnefles, I am to confider what reafons may , 
be afligned in order to prove that the prophets 
. were Expofitors of the Promife, and that what- 
ever was revealed by them relating to the Promifed • 
Mefliah, had reference to, and, ftri&ly fpeaking^ 
was applicable to no other perfon, but to Mofes*s 
Promifed Seed. 

And to this purpofe one very fubftantial reafbn 

that co&fcibutes* proof to this part of the argument, 

- * • is* 
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fc, the conditions that are required of all, who 
are to be made partakers of the benefits of the 
Promife t This, undoubtedly, was a ftedfaft faith 
in the Accorilplifhment of it, and now is a firm and 
ftedfaft faith in the facred perfoh by whom it has 
been fulfill'd ; and therefore Chrift the prdmiledSeed* 
as he now is, fo he eVer was, the objedt of our 
faith, as well befbre the time of his coming as fince * 
and the different forms of worfliip, between the 
primitive and the prefent church, was wholly ow- 
ing to die different pofture that both churches 
Were placed in, the one looking for the Coming of 
this Saving Sacrifice, and the other acknowledging 
that it has been already offered up. 

• But flnce a ftedfaft faith in Chrift, the Pfdmifed 
Seed, is required of all who are to be made par- 
takers with this eminent Conqueror in the fpoils of 
his viftory, then we need fearch ho farther for a 
proof of die neceffity of thofe difcoveries that were 
fevealed by the Prophets, to nourifh and preferve 
this neCeflary laving faith, than the depravity of 
Human Nature : For, befides the blindnefs and 
ignorance which prevailed when the Promife was 
revived, and the Law ordained, there is yet that 
much more remarkable blindnefs of the Jtws to 
be confidered, which prevailed over that people 
when the Promife was fulfill'd, and which ftill re* 
mains upon them even to this very day *, namely, 
tfye expe&ation of a Temporal Deliverer, not- 
withftanding all that has been faid againft it both 
by Atofes and the Prophets *, whereby.it very evi-» 
dently appears, that the true knowledge of out 
Promifed Deliverer was as totally extinguished 
when the Promife was fulfill'd, as it had been 
when it was firft revived by Mofes ; and confe- 
quently this neceifary laving faith could never have 
keen propagated without the writings of the Pro- 
H % phets} 
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phets ; for if it was with great difficulty that this ne«* 
ccfiary faving faith was eftablifhed by the Witneffes 
of the Accomplifliment of the Promife, tho 5 they 
had the afliftance of the writings of the Prophets 
to facilitate this great work, then it is very certain 
that they could have done nothing without fuch 
afliftance : And therefore, unlefs it can be fuppofed 
to be confiftent with reafon for a Being pofiefs'd of 
infinite wifdom and mercy to do and undo ; that 
is, firft to appoint a proper and effectual remedy 
for the venom of the Serpent, and then to render 
the means of obtaining this remedy fo very diffi-« 
cult, that fcarce any one, or however none who 
five in the prefent age, would have been able to 
perform the conditions required of him, we rnuft 
conclude, that the writings of the Prophets were 
intended to nourifh and preferve this neceflary fav- 
ing faith, whilfl: the coming of this Eminent Per- 
son was in expectation, and to facilitate and com- 
plete the eftablifhment of it when come ; for if 
fafts may determine, it is, I think, very evident, 
that it was not to have been preferved by any other 
means whatever: And therefore, if it can be 
proved that the writings of the Prophets are any 
ways conducive to promote this great end, there 
will be no denying the truth of this argument, and 
of this there can be no manner of room to doubt* 

For, with regard to the primitive church j when 
we confider that every new difcovery that was re- 
vealed by the prophets gave more and mora jight 
into the twofold nature of Chrift's perfon^i^ of- 
fice ; when we confider likewife, that evef^ on^ 
of thefe difcoveries was in its nature an additional' 
Promife, ratifying and confirming what had been 
foretold from the beginning; when the under* 
(landing was thus enlighten'd by difcevery repeated 
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after difcorery, and the faith ftrengthen'd by pro- 
nrife made upon promife, who could ever have 
imagined that a method ib well contrived to nou- 
rilh and fupport this neceflary (aving faith r in Chrift 
the Promifed Seed, Could fail fliort of procuring 
its intended eflfeft I 

Fall fhort it did, wkh regard to the Jews, that 
is moft certain : and fince the Jews were the peo- 
ple to whom thefe difcoveries were revealed, this 
may perhaps be thought to be a circumftance that 
greatly leflens the force of this argument. But if 
it can be proved how, and by what means, this 
people loft the benefits of thofe difcoveries ; and 
that it was wholly owing to their' own obftinacy, 
then this obje&ion can be of no Weight ; and con- 
(equendy the force of this argument can't in the 
lead: be diminifhed by it. 

And to this purpofe nothing more need be al- 
ledg'd than the miftaken notion which the Jews 
have unhappily conceived concerning the Meflkh's 
being a Temporal Deliverer, and with what fond- 
nefs this miftaken notion is embraced by them : 
For we ail know the powerful force and influence 
of any darling pafl&on, how like a mighty torrent 
it beats down all before it : And therefore this 
miftaken notion being once firmly fixt in the minds 
of the Jews, it is not at all to be wondered at, 
that it ihould hare the fame powerful force and 
influence over them, as prejudice has in all othefr 
cafes. Nor is it at all to be wondered at, that 
when a temporal Canaan had gained the afcendant 
in (he minds of this people, that after this they 
fliould have no manner of relifli or defire for any kind 
of Promifes, but fuch as were temporal : Wherever 
the treafure £r, there mil the heart be alfo. And 
upon, this account how ea% may we infer, that 

H 3 what- 
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whatever Difcoveries were revealed concerning the 
PromifedMeffiah, if they were fuch as could not 
eafily be converted into. proof, to fupport and 
maintain this miftaken Notion of a Temporal De- 
liver, then they were left unconfidered, or dif~ 
own'd to have been foretold of their Protaifed Der 
liverer, whilft thofe, which coyld more readily be 
underftood in a Temporal Senfe, were more fre- 
quendy the Subject of their contemplation. An<J 
thtis, for inftance, we may reafonably conclude, 
that the Promife made to Abraham was more fre^ 
quently the Subjed of their contemplations, than 
the original frojnife ; tho' a very little considera- 
tion wogld ferve to prove* that this Promife, 
wherein the coming of a Univerfal Deliverer is 
foretold, can no more be underftood in a Tempo- 
ral Senfe, than the original Promife, wherein the 
Vi&ory foretold was to be a Vi&ory over the Ser- 
pent. Byt however, by thus giving way to the 
Ruling Paffion, apd by contemplating no other 
Promifes, but fuch as would more readily bear to 
be converted into Proof to fupport and maintain 
this darling rniftake; when by this means having 
loft Sight of that fpiritual Vi&ory foretold in. the 
Promife, and having falfly underftood thofe Pro- 
phecies in a Temporal Senfe which had been re^ 
vealed to keep up theExpedation of the coming of 
fhat eminent Conqueror, who had been appointed 
fx> be bruised, and to bruise the Head of tk 
Serpent % *t is no* at all to be wondered at, that this 
method, of repeating one Difcovery after another* 
tho' if was in itfelf the moft effeftual Method 
that could be taken, to fupport and maintain thip 
neceflary faving faith, in Chrift the Proniifed Seed, 
piould.be rendered of none effeft. However, 
WlJW »Py farther #>qjeaures, thus mych is plain, 
' thtt 



Digitized 



by Google 



T&eDifcipksconJIder'dastbemtneffescfit. 103 

that the Jew does even yet expeft a Temporal 
Deliverer: and therefore, as this is not only con- 
trary to the original Promife, but likewife to all 
that has been revealed by the Prophets in Expla- 
nation of it; foitisa very plain proof that the 
Jew is fo far from believing in the Promife, that" 
he is as yet altogether ignorant of the benefits that 
were to be procured for mankind, by the Sacred 
Perfon, by whom it was to be fulfilled. And on 
the other hand ; whoever will but confider what has 
been revealed by Ifaiab and Daniel concerning the 
true Nature and beneficent EfFeds of Chrift's Suffer- 
ings, mult own, that it is altogether owing to their 
own obftinacy that they remain in fuch a State of 
ignorance as we now find them in. 

But here perhaps it will be obje&ed, " That as 
" the Promife was revealed by a Metaphor, that 
i4 was not eafily to be comprehended, fo it is very 
" unreafonable to fuppofe, that a ftedfaft faith in 
" this Eminent Perfbn, by whom it was to be fiil- 
" filled, was required of all, who are to be made 
" Partakers of the benefits which were to be pro- 
" cured for Mankind by the Accomplishment of 

And in anfwer to this objection : if it can be 
proved, that the obfcurity of the Promife was the 
moft effe&ual method that could be taken, to pro- 
mote the Success of the Promife ; or in other words, 
to nouriflj and preferve this necefiary faving faith, 
which is required of all, who are to be made par- 
takers with this Eminent Conqueror, in the Spoil 
of his Vi&ory, then this obje&ion mud fall to the 
ground.. 

And therefore, in order to prove how, and by 
what means, the obfcurity of the Promife might 
be conducive to fupport and maintain this.jiecefiary 
; H4 faving 
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feving faith, by which means only wc are to be in- * 
titled to the benefits of the Promife, we are to ob* 
ferve, that there is implanted irv Mankind an inqui- 
fitive Temper, which naturally leads us to inquire 
into foch Things, as feem to be concealed. And 
fince it can't be denied, thar in the writings of the 
Prophets, there was light enough revealed to dis- 
cover every Truth that is contain'xl in the Promife 
to any one, who fliould be led to inquire into it, 
it therefore can never be imagined, that the ob- 
fcurity of die Promife was intended to keep man-* 
kind ignorant of the feveral Truths that were con- 
tained therein, but rather 490 excite, and ftir up that 
inquifitive Temper, which every man is in forne 
meafure poffeft of, to examine the Promife, by 
the Light refle&ed <m it, from thofe Difcoveries 
that were revealed in the explanation of it. This 
undoubtedly was the true intent, and defign of 
Prophecy : and -consequently itcan never be denied; 
that the obfcurity of the Promife was intended to 
promote the fuccefs thereof. For had it been other- 
wife intended, then nothing would have been re* 
vealed in explanation of it. 

But however, notwithftanding the natural ten^ 
dency within, and the very great encouragement 
that was given from without, we find, that the 
Jew had too deeply imbibed the notion of a Tem- 
poral Deliverer to take any Notice of a Promife, 
from whence there was not the leaft proof to be 
collefted to confirm and eftablifh this Error. As 
his Defires were wholly bent towards Temporal 
Promifes, %> he could have no notion of a Vi&ory 
to be obtained over the Serpent, So bewitchea 
and befotted to their Carnal Notions, vfere. thefe 
People, even at the Time appointed for the Ac- 
cofnpMhmsm of the Propufe* that they had muck 
_ 1 •- rather, 
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rather, that all mankind fhould remain in cap- 
tivity to the S&pent, than that they themfelves 
Jhould remain in Subjection to the Roman Power. 
So unthinking, fo uncharitable, and inhumane were 
the Jews, that they feemed altogether regardlefg 
how far this Spiritual Enemy prevailed over man- 
kind, fo that they themfelves could but be delivered 
from their Temporal Enemies. But whilft the 
Jews are thus wilfully and obftinately mifled by 
their carnal Notions, the Errors which they are 
now unhappily involved in, can never be imputed 
to the means provided to prevent thofe Errors, but 
to the wrong ufe that they were applied to. The 
want of Succefs can never be charged againft thofe 
Prophecies, that were revealed in explanation of 
the Promife, but to the mifapplication of them. 
For this muft always be the .cafe, whenever any 
thing is mifapplied. But however, be this as it 
will, it is fufficient for my purpofe, that there is 
implanted in mankind a Spirit of Curiofity, or a 
Natural Difpofition to enquire into fuch things, as 
are covered with obfcurky \ and that in the writings 
of the Prophets, there was a fufficient Light re- 
vealed to difcover the feveral Truths that were; 
contained in the Promife, to any one who (hould 
be led to enquire into it. For if fomething highly 
neceflary to be believed, had not been contained 
therein, there would have been no neceflity for 
fuch a conftant fupply of Difcoveries, as were fuc- 
ceffively revealed by the Prophets : and confe- 
quendy it is very eafy to difcenv from the great 
care that has been taken to unfold, and explain the 
feveral Truths contained in the Promife, that a 
ftedfaft faith in that Spiritual Conqueror, who was 
tfcen appointed to fubdue the Serpent, is required 
ttf all, who are to be made Partakers with Him in 

the 
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the Spoils of his* Viftoiy ; which will ftjll more 
plainly appear, if this method of repeating one Dis- 
covery after another, is compared with fuch a full 
and plain Difcovery, as fhould ftand in no need of 
any farther explanation. 

And here I muft acknowledge, that the Promife 
was revealed by a Metaphor, that was not very *ea- 
fy to be comprehended ; and that it requires not a 
little confederation before we can underftand the fe- 
veral Truths that are contained therein. But ne- 
verthelefs, let it be fuppofed, that it had-been fo 
plainly revealed from the beginning, thatitftood 
in no need of any farther explanation, can it be 
laid, that this would have been the more fuc- 
cefsful method of the two? Far from it. For if a 
greater Number of Witnefles, ought always to 
convince beyond a Jcfier Number •, and more es- 
pecially where they are all of equal Credit ; then, 
*s the obfcurity of the Promife would render it 
pfeedful to be explained ; and as every explanation 
would neceflarily increafe the number of Witneffes, 
teftifying to the Truth of the Promife ; fo it can 
never be deny'd, that the Obfcurity of the Meta- 
phor, whereby it was revealed, x was the moft 
effectual method that could be taken to promote 
the Succefs of the Promife. 

But to make this ftill more plain. Had the ori- 
ginal Promife been fo fully and plainly revealed by 
Mo/esy as to have ftood in no need of any farther 
explanation ; then the fuccefs of the Promife would 
have depended intirely on the Authority of Mofes. 
Whereas when it is likewife confidered, what has 
beqn revealed by David* Jonas, Ifaiab and others % 
how much firmer muft the foundation be to build a 
ftedfaft faith upon, when it is fupported by fo 
great a Npmber of Prophet? ? Ip the. former c*fe 
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we fhould have had the Authority of Mofes only : 
but in the latter cafe, we have the Authority of 
Mofes fupported by many others. And from hence 
it is, I think, very evident, that no other method 
whatever could have been fo effedtual, as the me- 
thod chofen. Nay, if we are to judge by expe- 
rience, it is, I think,, very evident, that all other 
methods would have been altogether ineffectual. 
For fince it was with very great difficulty that this 
neceffary faving faith was eftablifhed, tho* the 
Prophets were joined with Mofes to affift in this 
great undertaking ; it therefore can never be ftp- 
pofed, that this great work could have been com- 
pleted, if it had been left to Mofes only. And 
therefore fince the obfcurity of the Promife gave 
occafion for thofe Difcoveries, that were after- 
wards revealed by the Prophets, in explanation 
thereof, it can never be denied that the obfcurity of 
the Metaphor, whereby it was revealed, gready 
contributed to promote the Succefs of the Pro- 
mife, 

But once more. Provided we confider what 
tricks might have been play'd *with the Promife, to 
gratify the requeft of an Idolatrous Prince, and 
likewife how many Idolatrous Princes ruled over 
Ifrael, and how gready the obfcurity of the Promife 
might contribute to prevent all fuch Attempts, we 
fhall have great reafon to conclude, that this of all 
others was the moft effe&ual Method that could be 
taken to promote the Succefs of it. 

But laftly, if we confider the diftance of Time, 
from that wherein the Promife was revived by 
MofeSj to that, wherein it was to be fulfilled •, and 
if we likewife confider the weaknefs, as well as 
the depravity of Human Nature ; how very na- 
tural and common it is for our hopes to pine away, 

to • 
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to languifli and decay, and at laft to be as if they 
had never been, wjien tired out with a long Ex- 
pedition ; and how very commonly they again 
revive, gain Strength, and flourtih, upon a re- 
newal of the old Promife •, then we muft con- 
clude, that this method of delivering out, at fun* 
dry times * and in divers manner s^ fuch Truths, 
as Infinite Wifdom faw needful to be revealed by 
the Prophets, was of all others the moft effe&ual 
mediod, that could be taken to fupport and main- 
tain a ftedfaft faith in Chrift, the Promifed Seed. 
For as in the former cafe, the bafenefs of mankind^ 
fo in the latter cafe the weakneis of mankind, 
might have been moft effe&ually guarded againft: 
And moft certainly would fo have been, provided 
that miftakeri Notion of a Temporal Deliverer 
had not taken place inftead of a Spiritual De* 
Jiverer, 

Thus much I thought neceffary to obferve, as 
well in regard to thofe, who are pleafed to make 
a jeft of the Promife, and of the Metaphor* 
whereby it wa3 reveal' d; as in regard to the Sub- 
ject matter in hand \ it being very evident, that 
tho* the Promife was reveaTd by a Metaphor, that 
was not eafy to be comprehended; yet whoever 
takes a view; of the whole defign ; namely, of the 
conditions required of all who are to be made par- 
takers with this Eminent Conqueror in the Spoils 
of his Vidory, and of the means provided to en- 
able mankind to perform the conditions requir'd 
of us, muft acknowledge, that no other method 
whatever could fo greatly contribute to nourifli and 
preferve this neceffary faving faith in Chrift the 
Promifed Seed, as the method which was appoint- 
ed for this Purpofe. , For whether we con/ider 
the inquifitive limpet which i$ jxqplanted in manr 
, . * kind, 
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kind, and the means provided tp fatisfy thole, 
who fliouid be influenced by it : or whether .we 
copfider the diftance of Time, from that, where- 
in the Promife was revived by Mofes, to that- 
wherein it was to be fulfill* d ; and the danger, that 
it might have fallen into, if it had been fully and 
plainly reveaTd from the beginning : or whether 
we confider the weaknefs of Human Nature, and 
how effectually this likewife was guarded againft y 
as on the one hand we lhall find, that the ob- 
fcurity of the Promife was its bqft defence, againft 
thofe many Idolatrous Princes who ruled ovec 
lfrael\ fo on the other the . conftantly repeating 
one Difcovery after another, or of adding Promife 
to Promife, was undoubtedly the beft method, 
that could be taken to render it effe&ual, to the 
purpofe for which it was intended. 

The repeating one Difcovery after another, 
was to the mind, as food is to the Body, that is, 
as the Strength of the one depends on the proper 
nouriihment that it receives, and the due diftarico 
of time, wherein it is fopplied ; fo in like man- 
ner the Strength of the other would have been 
totally extinguiih'd, long before the Time ap- 
pointed for the accomplifhmcnt of the Promife, if 
Infinite Wifdom had not fo order' d it, that, by 
a conftant Succeffion of Promifes, the expe&atiaH 
of a Deliverer was preferv'd in full Strength and 
Vigour till the fulnefs of Time was come. And 
one thing well worth our Notice is, that tho* the 
miftaken Notion of a Temporal Deliverer pre- 
yaiTd, inftead of a Spiritual Deliverer ; yet at the 
Time appointed for the Coming, of thi? Eminent 
l^fon, mankind was, in ttri$ Senfe* fo well pre- 
pared to receive Him, that . He was alrooft uni-* 
verfally expe&ed. And from hence it U, I think, 

very 
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very evident, that If this miftaken Notion of tL 
Temporal Deliverer had not taken place, the me- 
thod, which was appointed to propagate this ne- 
cefiary faring faith, in Chrift, the promifed Seed, 
would have been crown'd with an univerfal Sue- 
cefi. 

And now by thftfe confiderations it is, 1 hope, 
fufficiendy prov'd, that as a ftedfaft faith is re- 
quired of all, who are to be made partakers of the 
benefits of the Promife •, fo no other method 
whatever could fo greatly fupport, and main- 
tain it, as the method chofen. Thus much t fay 
very plainly appears, with regard to the Primi- 
tive Church ; but then we are likewife to confider, 
that there was the prefent Church to be provided 
for, as well as the primitive. And here we fhall 
find a farther ufe for the writings of the Prophets, 
as well as the Teftimony of the Witneffes. For 
whoever confiders, how deeply the Primitive 
Church was rooted in Errors, and the dangerous 
confequence of thofe Errors, will very eafily per- 
ceive what would have been the fate of the pre-' 
fent Church, and • how altogether impoffible it 
would have been, for it to have been freed from 
thofe Errors, if proper care had not been taken 
to put a Stop to them : That is, if proper perfons 
had not been appointed to explain the Promife, 
whilft the accompfilhment of it was in expecta- 
tion ; and others appointed to bear record of it 
. when fulfilled, . 

But fince the Carnal notions 6f this People has 
been affign'd as the caufe of the blindnefs and 
Ignorance, which they labour under to this very 
day y thfey being not only totally ignorant of the 
benefits contained in the Promife, but likewife as 
.ignorant of all that has been revealed by the Pn* 

phew 
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phets in explanation of the Promife, from hence 
it may perhaps be alledg'd, " That by an early 
<c and clear Difcovery of the twofold nature of 
cc Chrift's Perfon and Office, thofe errors which 
• f the Jews are now unhappily involved in, would 
* c have been totally prevented ; and that for this 
c < very reafon the obfcurity of the Promife moll 
<c certainly has been a very great hinderance to 
c < the Succefs of it. For if in this firft difcovery. 
€ * of our Promifed Deliverer, the twofold nature 
• c of his Perfon and Office had been plainly re- 
" veaTd, the Jews could never after. this have 
<c expedted a Temporal Deliverer ; nor could they 
" have entertain'd a wrong Notion of the Levi-. 
4C tical Inftitution \ for the original Promife would 
€C have ferved as a Key to all the reft. - And by 
c< this means they would have been thoroughly 
«< informed, that the Law could be underftood 
f< in no other fenfe, but Typical, and confequent- 
<c ly, that there would have been no manner of 
<c room to have expe&ed Salvation by any other 
" means, than thro* a ftedfaft faith in the Pro- 
* c mifed Sacrifice ; and therefore this would have 
c< been by much the more fuccefsful method of 
« the two." 

This, it muft be confefs'd, is laying a great 
deal againft the obfcurity of the Promife, and is T 
undoubtedly, much more than ought to be laid, 
againft it. For tho\ at firft fight, there is fome 
appearance of truth in it, yet upon a due Examina- 
tion it will appear to be dire&ly.the revcrfe. For i£ 
weconfider the errors which the 3%w<r arenow unhap- 
pily involved in, we fhall find; that they are direft-. 
ly contrary to what was moft plainly revealed in the: 
Original Promife % not only witkregard.tQthe Law, 
but likewife with regard to tfeatmiflaken notion of 



Digitized 



by Google 



a Temporal Deliverer. For fince it tras thfere re- 
vealed, that the Seed of the Woman was the trug 
and only faving Seed, and fince there was no fiicft* 
Seed to be intermingled amongft the Levitical Sa- 
crifices, it therefore muft needs be dire&ly con-* 
trary to what was moft plainly revealed in the Ori- 
ginal Promife, to underftand the Levitical Inftitu-* 
toon to be in its own nature a faving Institution t 
And fb, in like manner, by the viftory which was 
then and there foretold, which was to be a vidtoiy 
over the Serpent, there was not the ieaft foundation 
to expert any other Deliverer than a Spiritual D& 
liverer. Thus eafily may botti thofe errors which 
thejiws fb obftinately perfift in be confuted, even 
as the cafe now Hands, tho* the Original Promife 
was revealed by a metaphor, that was not very 
cafy to be comprehended. 

. But how thole pretended difciples of Mofes can 
dins- interpret the writings of JWefis, namely, to 
underftand die Original Promife in a Temporal 
Senile ; that is, to underftand the Deliverer there 
foretold to be a Temporal Deliverer, is, I muft con- 
fers, not a little amazing : For it is very certain* 
that when guilt was contracted, ami all Human 
Nature become obnoxious to Death, the punifhment 
due to guilt, that no Temporal Deliverer whatever 
could be of any manner of ufe to mankind -, and 
it is no kfs certain that this was the unhappy ftate 
of. mankind when the Promife was made: And 
therefore, hadthc Jews followed the fbeps of Mefes ; 
had they confiderM the Promife by the perfe&ions 
of the Divine Being, from whom it proceeded*, and 
at the fame time had they confidcr?d the unhappy- 
ftace chat Humap Nature was reduced to when it 
w*9-m*de, fince Death was the mifery that man- 
kind**** iirvolv'dim^ then furely they could ne- 
ver 



Digitized 



by Google 



- tybe &fipks4**fikr'd*s the Witnejfes. 113 

Ver have expe&ed any other Deliverer than foch a 
one us could rmflm us from • the power of the 
Crave* md redeem us from Death. O Death* I 
will be thy plagues ; O Grave, I will be thy de+ 
jkruBtiob. Repentance /hall be hid from mine eyes : 
That is> I wai no more regret Hie ruin arid de- 
ftru&ion that die Serpent has brought upon iftan- 
kind ; for I* even /, who have tUt Rahab, and 
founded the dragon \ I* even J* who have divided 
the waters of the great deep, and made* in thk 
depths 4>f 4 be fea* a way for the ranfomed to pafs 
truer: I, even I, who have undertaken to be 
ftRutszd; and to bruise the head of the 
Serpent, wffl deftroy even Death itfelf, and deliver 
all who truft in me (rom the power of the Grave. 
This undoubtedly was the only Deliverer that 
could be of any manner of ufe to mankind, when 
fin was committed •, and this undoubtedly was the 
Deliverer which was then promi&d, as may moft 
plainly be proved, not only from the psflage m 
Hofia*but likewile from the Promiie made to dbra- 
bam* and more specially from the Original Pro 
mife. For finee, when the Promife was made, 
We had then no other enemy to be delivered from 
but die Serpent «, and fince the vi&ory which was 
then foretold, was a viftory to be obtained over 
the Serpent \ fo we may very reasonably under* 
fland, chat the Deliverance which was to be pn> 
cured for us by this Eminent Perfon, who was ap- 
pointed to fotodue and conquer the Serpent, was to 
be a Deliverance from the mifery that theScr* 
peftt had involv'd us in* And is it was a viftory 
to be obtained by the Human Nature, fo therefore^ 
agreeable to the Pfomife made to Abraham* we 
may reAfonably conclude, that it was to be obtained 
for the benefit of. Human Nature in general. And 

I thus 



Digitized 



by Google 



j*4 tttPrtybtntbeExpqfitmtftbtPrmlfe* 
thus eafily may it be proved from the firft difeo* 
very of our protoifed Deliverer, that he was to be a 
Spiritual Deliverer: and thus eafily may it bf 
proved, that what was afterwards revealed by the 
Prophets, was revealed in explanation of what had 
been foretold in the original Promife ♦, and confe- 
quently it can never be laid, that the obfcurity of 
the Promife contributed any thing to thatmiftakert 
Notion, which the Jews are now moft unhapptfy 
involved in, concerning a Temporal Deliverer : but 
rather that it proceeds from the want of confideiv 
ing the Promife, and the negleft of that Light; 
which was revealed by the Prophets, in ^order to 
explain every Truth which was then and there fore- 
told. Had any thing of this nature been done, 
had they looked into the Promife as they ought, it 
might very eafily have been difcerned, that as this 
Eminent Perfon was to be a Sufferer as well as a 
Deliverer, fo the Deliverance that was to be effe&ed 
by Him, was to be procured thro* the merits of 
his Sufferings. 

And tho* this was not then fo plainly revealed, 
as it was afterwards by the Succeeding Prophets* 
yet that this Bruifed Son of Promife was to be a 
Spiritual Deliverer, was as plainly foretold by Mfa 
fa himfclf, as it was afterwards by. any of his Sup* 
ceflbrs, is a Truth which I have already fully 
proved. And therefore, tho* it be granted that 
*he twofold nature of Chrift's Perfon and Office 
was more plainly foretold by the Succeeding Pro- 
phets, than it was by Mpfes j yet tins is nothing 
more than what might reafonably be expe&ed from 
them, according to the nature of their office, *Twas 
efcopgh for Mtjes, that he has revealed thus much 
^>f our Pronged Deliverer, that whoever will -bat 
fairly eSnfider -thi* ^firft Difeovery of Him* and 
* . - com- 
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Compare, it with what was aftefrwards revealed by 
thc/Prophctt, his SUcceflbrs* will find* that Mofes?* 
Promifed Seed, and the Prophets Promifed Mefliah* 
is one and the lame Perfon. , This is a Truth that 
might be made appear by a very great variety of 
efg£ttnentt. But nevefthekfs I Audi now only con*- 
fider what Proof to this part of the Argument may 
be cdleded from the 53d of Ifaiab : here we lhaB 
find fueh a perfect harmony between what has been 
forttold by Mo/eSy of the Seed of the Woman, and 
what has been foretold by Ifaiab y of the Promifed 
Mefliah, as will leave us no manner of room to 
doubt, that the Promifed Seed, and the Promifed 
Mefliah is one and the fame Perfon: and that 
whatever was afterwards revealed by the. Prophets* 
concerning the Promifed Mefliah, was revealed in 
explanation of the original Promife; or in othet 
words, that the Prophets were . Expofitors to 
Mbfcs. j 

But firft, with regard to what has been foretold 
by Mofes* Here we find, that the Seed of the 
Woman was appointed to fuflfer for Sin. . This* I 
%, tfe may very readily underftand to be the true 
Reafon, why the Seed of the Woman was ordain'd 
to be bruised, becaufe the Promife was made 
foon after Sin was committed* And therefore 
we muft either underftand the puftifhment, which 
is here foretold to be inflifted on t our •Promifed 
Deliverer, to have been fo ordained in order to la- 
tisfy for Sin, and to make a RtcoticiliattiH for Ini- 
$Hity* pr it will be fcarce poflible to fay upon what 
account this Eminent Perfon was to be Bruifed. 
That he was to defeat: the defigns of the Serpent 
tan-Rever be doubted, becaufe we find it recorded, 
that He was to jmjisb the Heed of the Serpent, 
;asv.ell aifubmit to be bruisb&j and therefore, if 

I a m 
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hi Conformity to die Divine Attributes, it was ne- 
ccflary thatthe Divine Juffice fhould firft be fully 
fttisfied by the Seed of the Woman, the fame N&- 
tute that had offended, before the guilty race were 
to be reftotcd to the Divine favour; then fc will be 
-yery eafy to difcern, nbc only why the Seed of the 
- woman was to be a Sufferer 4s well as a Deliverer, 
but Kkewife as eafy to difcern the Nature of thfe 
Punifhment couch'd under Mofes'z Bruife. Fdr 
fince tbe Wagttof Sin is Dtttby and fitafeChr* 
the Promifed Seed was appblnted to fatisfy- for Sbr, 
his Sufferings maft neceflbily end in Death, tfaPu<- 
niftuHent due to Sin, And therefore tho* it be ac- 
knowledged, that the wound foretold by M$fis^ as 
.the original Pattern of Chrift^s Sufferings has not 
the lead appearance of a Mortal wound, yet whfli 
we eonfider upon what account he was to be thus 
-Wouftdfed* and when-W6 coiifider likewife what a 
near refemblance there is between Death and a 
'Broife, it wiH then, I think, moffi plainly appear, 
that the Death of die Promifed Seed was couched 
^uoder it. Thai much may be coUefted from 
•Mtfit* ' Afftf now Ifet tas hear what IfaUt has feki 
h^thkftibj*aR 

* Andtfere* the firft thirt^ to be <*ferv«l i^ ttwtt 

~»Afiryb*fc Prorrfftd Sfwt wasr tobeBml'ddfor 

out- fniqanfe^ fa- was IJM&* Msffiah v &-m ft*d 

^ vferfe tte $&, e He was womdedftr iw frmfeftf- 

jtom; hi &M btoijkd ffr wr Imfui&es, This is 

•*teh li«Pttk5fcr<tekeftiittgihei*tttit tfiff infi&iflg 

^PtaftMteflfc oh ^our Frdfftifed Ddkverar, dttf it 

WflM bfc nffcilift cfr laake my tferftofrkapeHfc. 

• Aod yt*< it WWfel ba cto»% a great Itfjtfftke to 

« : ^fo&, t« fg& war uMbferwd What fbBflWS: the 

Ct&Jtlfefmt */W P&ke «to/ VJA/ vpfe £**, * tf 

k itfthklsgrtift *#<#* Jmbivitet'ih iH-hls^Dearh 

ft . ; i ; we 
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we fcsU-be heated of that mortal wound, which 
was given to Mankind by theSsrpefit, when he 
tempted our ffrft Parents to difobey, 

j£nd yiet farther 5 that there plight be no manner 
of room *o doubt, that Chrift's Sufferings were t» 
eml in Death, the Prophet afterwards tells us it 
plain terms, That be was t<k*bt mde a Swrijice for 
Sip. And thus plainly may it be [f 0v?d by conir 
pwing Mofv and #wir together, that 4$ Cferifl^ 
the PiJosniftd Seed, vw to fatisfy for Sin, fo %&• 
wiie, that ius Suffering* were to end in Death, the 
piasiftraent due to Sin. 

Again } that the Death of the Promifed Meffiafc 
w*$ figgifed by this word JJruife, as it was ufed b$ 
ffaiab, may, I think, very eafily be proved 5 for 
(ince it was faid by Ifeab* that the Proofed Meft 
fi*h was to be cut off for oyr Tran{gpefik>ns * ami 
fince it i$ here iaid, that the Promifcd Meffiah was 
%£ fe Bruifed for *wr Iniquities ; then we nwaft cIV 
ther underifewj &e Death of this Bmroent Peribn * 
& have fe^en %r#ed in both places, Ctf^we xtndet 
j^jft*& inconfiftent with himfelf. • And if in tint 
piacewe undsrftasd it to fignify Death, then vft 
9Vght Akewift to underifond it in the Gitae SeiA, 
when mentioned by iW>/^ r ' faecaufe, according to 
Mpfeiy a* well « #5w& ehe Intent of 
Punitepent on *his Ejiwnent Perfom waS jo 
fer Sin 5 wdbeQawfe acowrding t©.JWk/fcf 
Wthoyt biood-lhedding, there was uo Remiffinnof 
Sins, And therefore, if the PunHhment, mj&Sh 
was Co fee infli#ed on Mb/is'* pnwnjfed Seed, is 
undtfttopd «o %tify a Punilhmcet iofcpor a* 
Peub, then Af^ will be found to be sneorififtent 
With hmk% fi*W& te Jf&fab \ and ihettfiorc, iw- 
k&yKW^mfa >brf>tb fchefe ftapheos ipom* 
fifettwiib dMnttrft»\tnt can't ar okt concluding, 

I 3 that 
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•that the Dfctth of our Promifed Deliverer was fig-* 
nifited by this word Bruife. ' * 

And now whether Mofes's Promifed Seed; and 
the Prophets Promifed Meffiah, is one and the 
^feme Perfon or no, may be left to the Determina- 
tion of any one, who will but cohfider tohathas 
here been obferved on the Promife, and on this 
53d of Ifaiab \ for if Harmony and ftri£t Agree- 
inent will ferve to convince us of this great and 
important Truth, then never was there a greater 
Harmony between any two Writers whatever ; for 
they arc not only agreed in the Punifliment hcf$ 
foretold to be infli&ed On our Promifed Deliverer, 
but likewife in the beneficial Effe&s of this Pu^ 
nilhment. Mefes's Promifed Seed was to be Bruifed 
for our Iniquities, and fa was Ifaiab' s Meffiah. 
M$fes % $ Promifed Seed was to be fo Bruifed as tc> 
defeat the Defigns of the Serpent, thro* whofe M^ 
fice andSubtiky the whole Human Race becaitie 
fefefted with this deadly poifon Sin 5 and Ifaiab'% 
Meffiah was to be fo Bruifed as to purchafe our 
Peace, and to procure the Pardon of our Sins. 
And if we confider what has beeft foretold by Da* 
Huh we fhstfl find him finging the fame Note. For 
as Ifaiab** Meffiah was to be cutoff for our Tianf- 
greffidns, fo likewife was Daniel's Meffiah to k cut 
9jftoJhiiJbTran£nJfi$n > and' to make aRicom- 
fiation for Iniquity. Can any Writers whatever be 
more perfe&ly agreeable with one another, than 
Mojes and the Prophets are upon this Subjeft ? 
£Th]e Puriilhiment mehtion'd by them all is the feme: 
the Intent of inflating this Putitfhment is the fime \'i 
and the benefits to be procured tor mankind there* 
by is the lame likewife. If there is any manner of 
Difference between them, itconfifts in this only? 
that Mofes has more clearly-difcovcred how, aM 
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by what means we became infe&ed with this deadly 
Poifon Sin; and Daniel and Ifaiab have more 
dearly exprefs'd the true nature of that Punifh^ 
ment, which was to be infli&ed on this Eminent 
Perfon, by whom we were to be healed of this 
deadly poifon. But however, they are all agreed 
in thii one great and important Truth ; namely, 
that as by Sin came Death, fo in the Death 
ofChrift fhall we be delivered from Death, the 
Punifhment due to Sin, which by Daniel \$ (tiled,. 
making an End of Sin ; and by Ifaiab it is (tiled, 
purcbqfing our peace,, and procuring the Pardon of 
our Sins \ and by Mofes> defeating the Deftgm of 
the Serpent. And tterefore moft plainly does it 
appear, that as thro* the treachery and malice of the 
Serpent, the whole Human Race was mortally 
wounded •, fo in, and thro* the meritorious Bruife 
of the Seed ef the Woman, the lame Nature thaf 
bad offended, fiiould the Whole Human Race be 
healed of this mortal wound, and reftored to im- 
mortal Life. 

Nor does this exadfc harmony and ftriSfc agree* 
inent between Mofes and the Prophets did here? 
for as the Bruife which- was foretold to reprdent the 
Death of the Promifed Seed can.rcprtfent no other 
kind of Death, but Death without corruption, fo 
in like manner Ifaiab'* Mefliah was to rife again 
from the Dead, after he had paid the Debt which 
was contca&ed when Sin was committed 1 that is, 
after he had been made a Sacrifice for Sin. And if 
we compare both thefe Prophets together yet far* 
ther, we lhall fiqd them perfectly agreeable with 
one another, in the twofold nature of Chrift's 
Perfon, as well as in the twofold nature of hi* 
£#ee. . .'V 
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And betides this,, there is lik« wife the lam* \w* 
raony and agreement between Xtyw^ and iW^#*y 
and J'*" and Mofes, and //0/f*, and Afi>#/. And 
can it now be doubted whether tl^Pf ophet* are t& be 
upderftood in the capacity of Exp#fit£rs of th^Fte- 
raife^or no? Surely it can't. Fov fince they* a$1?eU 
asMofesy have foretold a Hurqan Suffi&rq? to be a 
Spiritual Saviour, we muft either understand tb£ 
leveral Difcoveries, which they hawe revealed,* con- 
cerning this Suffering Saviour^ to relate to Mfibfs 
Promifed Seed, or Mofa wiU be Sound ta Mm 
been a falfe Prophet & let the Jmr d^ny it* if they 
can. For fuppofing that any other J?ejfeft was 
afterwards appointed to be firiufed, and t* ktxife 
tie Head of the Strftut \ that is, to fuffer fof S», 
and to deliver us from the Punifhjjiaent d(ue, tjo S» % 
inftead of Mojis's Seed of the woman > them in 
«?wrfe, whatever had been foretold by £^*Jftufe 
fall to the ground. Whereas, if *e undcrfbnd the 
Succeeding Prophets in the capacity of Expofutasi 
pf the Promife, then neither the veracity <tf thcom^ 
jjor of the othe** can in the leaft b* fclpe&ed* be- 
cayfe the Diftipks have borne Teftiflawy ten dta 
Tifuth of the whole. And fiftce tbey , ha^c: refw- 
jented the bkflfed* Jefus, as the very ud only Sett 
jnn, of Whon* Majfes and the Prophet* had w**e» 
tf it can't be denied, that the Difciples wtwt 
^he Period affpintpd to bear accord of tieProwife 
ftlfilled* then neither can it.be dented* that lib? 
^rackets were the Expofitors o£ the Phs^ni&i Jk* 
-eatf^, according to tfesir Testimony pi the jgons* 
pfiihrnent of the Promife t k tpftefts*. that they 
ttre fo und^rftood by the WatndTes, thtioafel vm 5 
!«fco,/a$j^ywfcrce^ fothefor 

Teflimony muft b? unqucftionable. And.tbrite* 

fere* 



Digitized 



by Google 



fore, fhd 9 the Pro^jts hArtf run into many par ri^ 
cuhrs, coftdeming the Promifed Meffiah^ which 
cart never be deduced &o» die original Proraife* 
relating to the Place* and to dote Timet that is* 
when, and where Chrift was to be bond 5 andlike- 
wife concerning dm FafaBy, that thi$ Eminent 
Pcrfon wa& to be a Dcfcendaot of •» tho' they have 
d d fc ribe d every mimftc drcumftance, that was to 
ripen into Event, and to receive. its acco*npfifh-i 
ment, when this Eminent Perfcn was powrtqg out 
kisSwturtoDiafb? y& dm will be fo far fron> 
being air Ctoje&ion to tti* Argument; thtf, I muft 
oorrfds, I don't know a mote confidertbk proof tQt 
)m offered to confirmation of the Truth of v it, 

Fpr, take the cafe as it ftands 5 tfcene was the* 
coming of an Eminent Perfon foretold, whom wca 
are ffaiftiy required to hearken to and obey 3 and 
ax thk firft difcotfery of Him* thete *aa Wt bghn 
enough revealed* to condu& and guide mankind 
to Him, when come * (tho 9 it appears according to 
ikfa/tf, th?t whatever fhoubd refofe tor o&q his 
*vm*dnix % firt^iM not go ynpantfhed for his dtf* 
dbediwioej: qnd tho* k appears according; to Daniel* 
{hat whofoewx fhould teftififc to enter bltobU Cove- 
nant* fhould be m&te: defobtt) therefore, vm 
Uraft either concinde^ fbttfas^a other Ferfens were 
$ppourtrd to fanatfk us yqth more Light v that k* 
With a fufficiant Light to oofaduA and gaitfe i» «* 
^/bfos'i Pronifkl Sod, 01 it will br HDefc abfotd 
and unneafcnabie to fopfiofc* tfataty j&b Funiflv 
flxat was to be hifliAed* for th* nocHfotforttance 
qf wlfcat^ia here required of as. And thtrcfett im- 
fc& t&e:^S9fvs can bribcra us of fomfc other P«&m 
tto were ^poincedrtc> this office, befidei the Pro- 
phets, .wfe can't avoid airy hading, that they wen* 
fbe J^effqigers fent before to prepare the Way of 

the 
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the Lori^befm bU Coming % and that the Difciple* 
were the Witneffes who were to attend him :when 
come: That the former were the Perfons appointed 
to explain the Promife, and that the latter were; the 
Perfons appointed to bear record of the Promife fill* 
filled. And thus by the Help of theExpofitors of the 
Promife, 'and the Witneffles to the accomplifhment 
of the Promife, there undoubtedly k a fufficient 
Light afforded to enable us to perform the condi- 
tions that are required of us ; which however caa 
never be faid to be the cafe, unlets the Prophets 
are underftood to be Expofitors of the Promife * 
for without their Affiftance, even the Teftimony of 
the Witneflfcs to the Accomplifhment of the Pro-> 
mifc would have been of little or no force, as fhall 
be more fully proved hereafter. 

If then from tfeefe confiderations it is fuiEciently 
plain, that the Prophets are to be underftood ia 
$e capacity of Expofitors of the Promife, then 
the ijfe that I have made of their writings, before 
quoted, will undoubtedly- be juft and right j and 
eonfequendy it can. never bg denied that the Death 
and Refurredtion of the Prpraifed Seed was couched 
under Mofes\ Bruife t becaufe it appears that the 
Perfons who were appointed to eicplain the Promife,i 
have proved this to be the true fcnfe and meaning 
of the Bruife. And therefore, provided we con* 
fider what great care has been taken to unfold and 
cxplam the levml Truths, that were foretold in the 
original Promife, whilft the accompU&ment of it 
was in expe&ation, we can't avoid concluding, 
. that fomething highly neceflary to be believed was 
contained therein. For otherwife there would have 
been no jneceflity for any thing to.be revealed m.ex-t 
planadonof it* - An£ if aifadfeft faith in this Emi- 
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ncnt Conqueror is required of all, who are to be 
made Partakers with Him in the Spoils cf his Vic- 
tory, thai it will be Very eafy to difcern the neee£ 
flty of appointing proper Witnefles to attend him 
when come. For whoever confiders the blindjiefs 
and ignorance of the Jews, will very plainly per- 
ceive how altogether Unqualified they were to con- 
duct and guide us to Mofes's Promifed Seed : and 
confequendy if proper perfons had not been appoint- 
ed to this office, tho* the Predictions of Mofis and 
the Prophets might have received their foil ac-> 
ciorfipliihment, yet we fhould have remained in- . 
rireiy ignorant of it. And by this means all the 
Difcoveries that had been revealed by th£ Ptophets, 
wfluld have been rendered ineffe&ual. And there- 
fore, if it would be abfard to fuppofc that this great ' 
affair which had been fo frequently foretold by the 
Prophets, was to receive its accomplifhment with- 
out good and faflicient Witnefles of it; then fince 
no other Perfons, excepting the Difciples, have* 
made the leaft pretenfions to have been appointed to 
this office, (tho* the time appointed for the coming" 
of this Eminent Conqueror is long lince paft and 
gohe) k can never be doubted that they were the 
Perfons appointed to conduft and guide us to 
Mofes** Promifed Seed, and to bear record of the 
Promife fulfilled. 

* r The two different Stations allotted to the Pro- 
phets and Difciples being thus folly explained, and 
the Difciples bring the Perfons who were appointed 
to finifh this great work, that was begun by Mofes 
and the Prophets ; if we confider how violently 
die Jews oppofed their Endeavours, and with 
what fury they perfecuted them for bearing Tefti- 
mony to the Accomplifhment of the Promife* we 
ftall very eafily perceive the neceflity, not only of 
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providing them with good and firfBcient proof %q 
iupport, and maintain the Truth of their Tefth- 
tnqny •, that is, with fuch proof 3$ is to be $<&* 
lefted from the Prophets, but likewife the jiaceflity 
of enabling them to work miracles, in confirma- 
tion of the Truth of their Teftknony. For thfr* 
they had truth on their Side, yet power and au- 
thority were? againft them- And fince their Adver* 
faries could fupprefs much fafter than they could 
convert •, from hence it is very evident, that they 
could do nothing without fome fuch fupernaturaJ 
Affiftance, And if we confider the Perfe&ions of 
this Divine Being* by whom they were fent * a* it 
would be abfctd u> tappote, that they wanted for 
anya^Rftance, that they ftood in need of, tow* 
able them to cany on ib great an Undertaking i 
h we can't avoid concluding, that they were eivr 
abled to worfc miracles. For the oppofjtion that 
was rnacte ag^Mt their ende wpurs, in tte difeterg* 
of their ogice, proves die neceflky of it * and the 
perfe&ions of tfes Divine Being by Whom they 
were fent, proves thai: they were not fent without 
it. And. therefore as it can't b? denied th* tl*e 
Difciples wrtwghlt miracles, in <#nfr m&iofl of the 
truth of their Teftiittopy, ib their Testimony ny& 
be unqueftiftnafcl^ •, becayfe it would be very ab-? 
furd to fuppofe that God, who is the Fou&tain/Pf tU 
Truth, *wqh14 fet his feal or mark pf Approbation 

to any thing that ^*s falfc* ; 

Agaia: there is yet another way sf proving 
the Truth of the Teftimpny deliver'd by the Dtfch 
pies, befides this which arifes from the mif aclfes tfw* 
were wrought by thetaa and fihat is> by the Downfall 
oftheLevitialfeiJitution, faro after they had de- 
clared that it was weak ayid ms£f& uah For fi«s 
this Inftkvnion was <£ IJivine *ppotot»ent, as it 
Q&ujd not be depofed by any power, but that 

2 which 

d by Google • 



Digitized b 



The Difcipks confide? d As the fPitnejfet. 1 35 

which had eftablHh'd k ; lb it would be very ab- 
surd to fuppofe, that God would have ghren fach 
ftrong confirmation to the Trtfth of their Tefff- 
*ftony, provided it Had been falfc. x And therc- 
ftfre firte it appeals that God has affifted their eri- 
dtavbtirs, tad given wdght to fchcir Teftitnony 
by depofing the Lexical Institution foon after the 
DifiajStes had dedared that it was become ufdefi, 
•Aert we may Very teafonahly condude, that he 
likfewife enabled them to work mirades ; and moiie 
fclperiafly if there was a neteflity for it: and of 
'this there can be fto manner of room to doubt. 
For befides the ftrong oppofitiorr, that was made 
^agaiirft their ttideavours, by the fecular Power, 
tte fete to cottfider, that the Reputation of Mofis 
and the Prophets depended entirely on the Credit 
«f tfcdf Tfcftimdny : and therefore without taking 
any farther Notice 'how unlikdy it was for them 
Wrfinlihthis great Work, whfch had been begun 
%f Afofes and Ae Ptophets, (tfhilft the Secular 
Pbw# oppofed their eadeavoura} without being 
enabled to wotk itAmcleS; I (hall 'only make this 
out oWervatioh on what has been done to eftaWifti 
this ttecef&ry faving faith, with regard to them 
who li*e in the .prefent age, namely, that if we, 
whfc either are, or ought to fee perfaMy well ac- 
^Lftirftttfl nflth the #ritings : of the Prophett, ha*e 
notWitMahding this fo ftrong « Ptoof riven us in 
fconfihtiatton of the Truth of fte Tdttmofiy cte- 
UveKd by the Witneffes, as the downfall of the 
Lerfte&l Inftkution, foon dfcer they hid dechr'U 
&at fc Was become ufckfi ; then fihce the firft 
Converts to Chtift&nfey welt ^ftorattt of the true 
feftfeahd meaning of the WHtihgstJf the Pfophets, 
it will thereforebe highly realbhabte to bdBeve, thit 
they ^are converted by miradd*. • , : - 

And 
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And now granting, that the miracles* which 
were wrought by the Difciples* can have but 
very little power over us ; allowing, if you pkaie* 
that the influence of thofe miracles could be ex* 
tended no farther than to the Spectators *, yet 
furely it would be very abfurd in us to deny* 
that they wrought miracles j beeaufe the Down* 
fall of the Levitical Institution, if rightly confide*- 
td, is as ftrong a proof to us, of the Truth of 
their Teftimony, as any of the miracles that 
were wrought for the converfion of the Primitive 
Chri&ans could be to them, as flxall be more full/ 
proved hereafter. 

But if fBll it remains a cloubt whether the Dif- 
ciples wrought miracles or no, why may not the 
Teftimony which they have deliver'd in proof of 
the Promife fulfilled be doubted ? for according to 
my Argument, the Death and Refurre&ion of the 
Promifed Seed was foretold in the Promife : and 
therefore with very good rcaibn was it that the 
Difciples ftrenuoufly infilled on both thefe impor- 
tant Articles of our faith, as being difcriminating 
tokens of the True Son of Promife. But their, 
fioce thefe were truths, that were entirely un- 
known to mankind* finceboth Jew and Gentik 
were fo far from knowing, that thefe were, truths 
that had been foretold by Mtfes and the Pro* 
pbets, of Chrift the Promifed Seed, that neither 
of them had any expectation of a Spiritual Den- 
ver er; and fince the Difciples were poor illiterate 
filhermen, of whom fitde knowledge could be 
expected concerning the Writings of Mofts an£ 
the Prophets; that Men in fo low a Station: of 
Life ihould fo far outftrip the whole Race of 
mankind in knowledge, as to be able to difcem 
every Truth that lay conceaTd iq, the Pn?mtf?H 
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that they fliould arrive at futfi an exalted degree 
of knowledge, as to be able to diftinguifh clearly 
between the Law and the Promife, and tt> tell 
with what view it had been ordain'd, and how 
foddenly it Would be depofed *, is in my opinion 
a much greater miracle than any that was wrought 
by them * ami confequendy muft be as ftrong a 
proof of their Divine Million, as the miracles 
that were Wrought in confirmation of the truth of 
their Testimony: becaufe it can never be ima- 
gfo'd, that they could have obtained fuch a very 
great degree of knowledge from any other Being; 
than Him only who had enabled them to work 
miracles. 

From thefe confiderations it is, I hope, Effi- 
ciently clear, that as the Prophets were the Mcf- 
fengers fent before to prepare die way of the Lord 
before his coming ; fo the Difciplcs were his Wit* 
nefles, appointed to bear teftimony of Hitn when 
come i that the former were appointed to explain 
the Promife ; and that tjie latter were appointed 
to bear rccoid of the Promife fulfilled. Of this 
there can be no manner pf room to doubt, and 
more efpecially, if we confider what a wretched 
(bate of ignorance mankind was reduc'd to when 
the Promife was fulfilled^ and what muft have 
been the confequence of it, if fuch Perfons as the 
Difciples were, had not been raifed up, to bear 
record of its being fulfilled. For Jfince a ftedfaft 
faith is requir'd of all, who are to be made Par- 
takers of the benefits of the Promife •, then unlefs 
proper Perfons had been raifed as Witnefies to 
the accomplifhmeni of the Promife, it is veiy 
certain, that this laving faith would never have 
been propagated : and coafequenriy . unlets the 
xondipoas required of all, who were tp t>c made 
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Partakers of the Benefit* of die Ftom'de had teat 
aiter'd, tfoe accompliftiment of the Ftomtfe wfciild 
have amounted to juft nothing at aH And there* 
fcte> as it plainly appeals ft^m the conditions re* 
4}uiml x)f ftiankittd^ in <jftfer *o «mitk them » 
die benefifc of 4he ftootbe, and from the Mnd- 
nd* and ignorance which pferaital wfeon the 
ftomife wa* ftrifilled, that Jthrn vms a neoeffity 
for proper Witneffe* to die Accomp*irtwnent of 
the Promtfe* fc *fi»elf cm ftetar be denied, that 
the Dticiptefc Wem the Perfon* ^appointed to this 
Office* For tite' the Time appointed for die *c* 
compltfhmera of &e £*om& is kmg fineepaft 
and gone, yet we don't find that any other For* 
fa* whflriifctfer ha*e **dte any pretentions to this 
office : and therefore, when we confickr the mi*** 
ties that wet* wrought by the Difdpfe*, *ad 
what a tttmg confirmation this is to the Itntth rf 
theif Te&tnofty & and that tho' there was <& no* 
ceflky for fbnie ftcfe Ferfert* at die Difciples woe* 
yet there hwiftg beett no other factions, that hwt 
attempted*!© cake upon them die office, whic&L 
they were appoteitd to* we fhall find all the left* 
£m in the world to raderftand the DH&ple* to 
ham been the Witnefiet appointed to tear record 
of the Itatnife falfUieel, and aotteto conHKliJSt ft. > 
Bat If we fh&tiA proceed yet fiirttair* ami ts^ 
mine d*eir Tefctoftoay by the writings af the 9*&* 
phetft, who weft the Pfeft&ns appointed to *** 
fMn the Prorttfe* then in the HanftGny tf&d 
Jlriftagjetaieftt tint appear* between the £*pe£* 
flotvef thtPrtttale, 4nd ^ T^ttfiOfly de&W*4 
to Proof *of the Promife Julfifcd, we final ftfti 
ftidan^b^ndant terfon do reft fully fi*isfi*i in 
the Truth: of this pal* of Ae Argument. TJ*i* 
there*** « &r«ip& thing 40 be «*t*dt**k But 
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fince it has been lately aflerted, that if ever mi- 
racles were ncceflary, then they muft always be 
neceflary : before I proceed to examine. the har- 
mony and ftrift agreement that appears between 
the Prophets and the Difciples, I fhall endeavour 
to confute this Error, 

And to this purpofe, little more, than what 
has* already been obferv'd on the neceflity of con* 
ferring on the Difciples a power to work mira- 
cles, will fuffice. And therefore I fhall here only 
add, that if the writings of the Prophets had 
been underftood, there would then have been no 
occafion for miracles. But this was fo far frorri 
being the true date of the cafe, that tho' nothing 
had been more fully and plainly revealed by the 
Prophets, than that the Promifed Meffiah was to 
be made a Sacrifice for Sin, and that he was to 
be cut off for our Tranfgreffions •, and tho' it was 
likewife moft plainly foretold, that for want of 
Faith in this, bruised Son of Promife, (who by 
Mofes is fliled the Rock of Salvation) the Jew* 
fhould be difperfed and fcatter'd from one end of 
the Earth to the other - 3 notwithftanding thefe 
plain predi&ions of a Human Sufferer to be made 
a Spiritual Saviour ; and likewife of the heavy 
Judgments that were to befell the Jews, for re* 
je&ing\the Promifed Meffiah; fuch was the pre- 
valence of this miftaken Notion of a Temporal 
Deliverer, that they ftill continue looking for fuch 
a Deliverer, with as much confidence, as if no* 
dung of this nature had been foretold of them j 
nor jany of thofe Judgments, which had been fore* 
told of them, had happen'd to them. And 
therefore as this fatal Error of a temporal De- 
liverer .was firft to be eradicated, before the "wri- 
tings of the Prophets could be ^f any manner of 
wfe to the Difciples, it can never be imagined, 
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"that they could be eiiabled to make Converts bf 
"ihy 6ther means, than that of working miracles. 
Tot that Errors of all kind, When of along con- 
tinuance, and riiore Specially wh>en they are fuch 
is are agreeable w the bent of our Inclinations, 
are with great difficulty to* be eradicated, i& a 
•lYtffch tfcat can never be dented. And therefore 
HSveh according to this View of the great work, 
yykich ivas to be finifti'd; by the Difciples ; that ir, 
fij?$>oiing them to haVe had nothing more to dcr, 
thah to correQ: thofe miftaken Notions which the 
Jews entertain'd of the Promifed Meffiah, and 
to tihfold and explain the True Senfe and mean- 
ing of Mofes and the Prophets, it will even theh 
be d^monftrably plain (from the blindriefi aijd dkf~ 
ttiriaty of the Jews) that thfe Difcipfcsr ajuld havfe 
dbri'e nothing m this iffiiir without being enabled 
to work miracles ; fuppofcng the Sectilar Powefc 
trad neVer attempted to* otAtruflt their Endeavours. 
But when \te confiddr ttith what vidlence they 
. wetfe oppofed by the Sfecular Po^er, it Will then 
mbft plainly appfear, that all endeavours without 
the tomrie affiftance, would have been ahogetfici: 
trielefs. For lince the Predi&ions of the Prophets 
could be of no ufe to the Difciples, fo long as 
tJiby were mifurfderftood, and fince they weife 
perfecuted even to Death for attempting to explain 
their Writings -, from hence it is Very evident, 
ithat ithfe Difciples had no other way to 'proj&gate 
the Chriftfon Faith, but by the miracles Whfcfc 
Were taought by them. Or however, if it Was 
riot /the only way, yet it certainly wis tlfe indft 
ready way of making converts : tho* the Writings 
of the Troph&s was the moft effedtuai way bf fe- 
aturing thbfe converts when made. For as on this 
one hand the foite and influence of thofe miracles, 
that had been wrought by the Difciples, woufcl 
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fooft wear away and decay 5 fo on the other, by 
a proper ufe being made of the writings of the 
Prophets, the powerful force and influence of their 
Ptedi&ions would confirm and ftrengthen them 
proportionably. And therefore, tho' it is con- 
feflfed to be very unlikely that the powerful force 
and influence of the miracles that were wrought 
by the Difciples for the eftabliftiment of the Chri- 
fcan feith would be extended much farther, 
than that Generation, wherein thofe miracles were 
wrought 5 yet there could be no manner of 
reafon to believe that Chriftianity would decay, 
if the writings of the Prophets were confider'd 
as they ought; for as in their writings there is proof 
enough to be collefted to fatisfy the moft doubt- 
ful Chriftian, that ever was converted to the Chri- 
ftian faith, and as the comparing the Teftimony 
of the Witnefles with the Predictions of the Pro- 
phets is the only way of obtaining this Proof j fo 
die oftner this is done, the more ftrength will be 
gatn'd by it : and confequently, whatever is loft 
for want of miracles, will be over and above fop- 
plied by considering the Predi&ions of the Pro-* 
phets. And therefore when the Difciples by the 
miracles which they had wrought were fo far • 
brought into efteem and credit, that mankind 
began to tftink it necefiary to confider their Tefti- 
mony of the blefled Jefus, and to compare it 
with the writings of the Prophets, the great ufe 
andtiefigriof miracles feems to be then almoft 
over. For as in the writings of the Prophets, 
there is a fuffident Light revealed to convince any 
<me, that the bleffed Jefus is the True Son of 
Promife, who will but fairly confider their Wri- 
tings, and compare them with the Teftimony of 
the Witnefles •, fo when this Important Truth 
was once well -eftablifh'd, the intent and defign- of 
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miracles was then fully anfwer'd ; and therefore 
'tis no wonder that miracles ceafed wherever the 
Chriftian faith was eftablifh'd. For tho' the 
power and influence of Miracles would naturally, 
wear away* yet as there are a very great variety, 
of Prophecies to be confider'd ; fome foretelling 
the time when, and the place where the Promi- 
fed Meffiah was to b« born ; and others foretell,- 
ing the family that this Eminent Perfon was to be 
a Defcendant of \ and others foretelling where he 
was to be brought up, and the miracles that were 
to be wrought by Him j others foretelling .what 
was to happen when he was pouring out his Soul 
unto Death, and the Nature of the Death which 
was to be infli&ed.ori him ; which, tho* it was to 
be of the moft ignominous kind, yet it was to 
be a Death of a very fhort duration, juft long 
enough to give proof that he was really dead, 
but not fo long as to give place to Corruption* 
thefe and many other Prophecies of the like kind, 
are to be confider'd, and compar'd, with the Te- 
ftimony of the \Vitnefles ; and as every Agree- 
ment between the Expofitors of the Promife, and 
the Teftimony deliver'd by the Witnefles to the 
Accomplilhment of the Promife, would greatly 
confirm and ftrengthen the faith of thole, who 
confider'd, and compar'd them together *, fo this 
undoubtedly was the moft eflfedtual method that 
could be taken to eftablifti this necefiary laving 
faith, which the Difciples were fent to propagate. 
For tho' miracles are ceafed, yet we have it 
always in our Power to examine the Teftimony 
of the Witnefles, and to compare it with the Pre- 
dictions of the Prophets. But then we ought 
thoroughly to underftand the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, before we attempt a thing of this kind. 
For till we do underftand the Prophets, we can 

never 
d by Google 



Digitized b 



TbeDiJcipIes conJtdfr*das tbeWitneffes. 133 

never be able to difcern the harmony, and ftridt 
Agreement that there is between the Difciples and 
the Prophets. And as the Prophets were no 
other than fo many Expositors of the Promife, fo 
the fareft way to come at the true fenfe and 
-meaning of their Writings, is to confider their 
Predi&ions, by what had been foretold by Mofes 
in the original Promife. And if we find any thing 
in their Writings inconfiftent with what had been 
-foretold from the beginning, we may be very well 
aflured, that we do not rightly underftand what 
was reveal'd by the Prophets. . And thus for in- 
ftance, it can never be believed that the Promifcd 
•Meffiah was to be a Temporal Deliverer ; becaufe 
when the Promife was made, mankind had then 
no other Enemy to be delivered from, but the 
Serpent; and accordingly the Vidtory foretold was 

* Victory that was to be obtained over the Serpent. 

• This then I fay, namely, to try the fubfequent 
•Promifes by the original Promife, is the fureft 
way to come at the true fenfe and meaning of the 
Prophets. And when mankind are thus qualified 
to confider the Teftimony of the Witnefles ; then 
in the harmony and Arid agreement that may be 
difcover'd between the Predictions of the Prophets, 
and the Teftimony of the Witnefles, there will 
undoubtedly be found fuch full convi&ion of the 
Truth of their Teftimony, as will leave us no m*u^ 
ner of room to doubt, that the (acred Perfon 
whom they have reprefented as the true Son of 
Promife,, was the very Perfon who from the be- 
ginning was appointed to be bruised, and to 
bruise the head of the Serpent. 

But then, as the beft method in the world may 
fail of anfwering the purpofe for which it was in- 
tended, when it is not rightly ufed •, fo this like-p 
wife may be the cafe here $ wh*ch furehr can never 
K 3 be 
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be imputed to the means, but to jthe wrong u&* 
which they are applied to, and therefore we <2ai) 
never complain for want of * fuffirietot Light, 
when it is perverted to a wrong vfe\ when thro* 
tour own obftinacy we change the plaineft predic- 
tions that ever were foretold by the Prophets* to 
foch a fenfc as is agreeable to the bent of our in- 
clinations, tho' it is dire&ly the reverie of what 
was figijified by the Prophet, by whom it was 
foretold, as might be .plainly proved by cdfofider* 
ing and comparing the Prophets together; but 
•more especially by comparing it with the original 
Promife. 

But however greatly the writings of the Pro- 
phets may have been abufed, it is moil certain, 
that their writings were intended to condufi: and 
<guideus to MQfes*$ Promifed Seed. For if we 
.believe that a ftedfaft feith in this Eminent Cop- 
xjueror is required of all, who are to be made Par- 
takers with him in the Spoils of his Viftory; then, 
as there was not light enough revealed in the ori- 
ginal Promife for this purpose, wemuft fearch for 
it in the writings of the Prophejs: this, together 
with that great light which was revealed by the 
Teftimony of the Witnefles, is all the light that 
**e are ftirnifh-d with - 9 and if it would be^tbfurd 
and'unreafbnable to fuppofe that God would pro- 
vide a remedy againft the Venom of the Serpent, 
and then render the means of obtining this Re- 
medy fo very difficult, that no onecould perform 
the Conditions required of him, we muft conclude 
that the Writings of the Prophets, and the Tefti- 
mony of the Witnefles is folly fofficient to enable 
us: to perform the Conditions required of us. And 
therefore fince ifceppears that the Writings pf the 
. Prophets, whenexpfain'dby the Teftimony ctf the 
Witnefles, is Ifully Sufficient to confirm and efta- 
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blifh the Chriftian faith ; then if i$ very certain 
that their writings ever were fofficient for this pur- 
pofe, prpvided they had been rightly underftood ; 
'and consequently whatever miracles were wrought 
by the Difciples, tho' they might greatly contribute 
towards the eftabUftiment of the Chriftian Faith ; 
yet it is very certain that they were additional helps, 
over and above what would have been needful, 
but for the blindnefs and ignorance which prevailed 
when the PromHe w^s fulfilled : ^nd as fach, they 
'would neceflarily ceafe where ever that blindnefi and 
ignorance was' done awfcy - 9 that is, where .ever 
Chriftianity was eftablifhed. 

And now, fince it appears that the miracles that 

* were wrought by the Difciples, were rather intend* 
;cd as a Cure for the blindnefs of the mind, than 

the Difeafes of the Body, we ought always to ac- 
knowledge it as the greateft inftance of" the Divine 
Goodncfs and Mercy : for that God in compaffion 
to the ignorance of mankind, fhould enable his 
-Meflengers to heal our bodily infirmities, that he 
might the more effe&ually cleanfe us from our 
Sins ; or in other words, that he might the more 
.efFeftuallyeftablifh that faith whereby we lhairbe 

* delivered from Death, the punifhment due to Sin, 
is fiirely r fiich an inftance of the Divine Mercy, 
3s is never fufficiently to be praifed. And therefore, 
Jince }t appears, that by much the greater part of 
the benefit of ifhe miracles that were* wrought by 
the Difciples, is by this means derived upon us ; 
then it is moft certain, that we ourfelves are eqtmlly 
# bound in duty to be thankful for the -Divine Good- 

* .#e£ and Mercy, as well as they on whoni.thofe 
^Miracles were wrought. 

And yet pnee more. If we who live in the lat* 
ter days, receive the benefit of thofe Miracles that 

* ware wrought for the Cure of that blindnefs and 
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ignorance which prevailed when the promife was 
fulfilled ; then it is moft certain that fuch Goodnefs 
and Mercy deferves a much more grateful return, 
[than to be always cavilling with the Teftimany, 
] {hat has been delivered by the Perfpns whom God 
" has been pleafed to choofe as Witneflcs to the ap- 
tomplUhment of the Promife, 
[ But once more, and to conclude: fince it plain- 
ly appears, from what has been obferyed on the 
^difficulties that the Difciples had to encounter with, 
• as well from the Power and Authority which ap- 
pofed their endeavours, when fent to propagate 
- the Chriftiaa Faith, as from the blindnefs and ig- 
norance which prevailed, when the Promife was ful- 
filled, that they could do nothing without miracles ; 
we muft therefore conclude, that they certainly 
were inverted with a power to work miracles. But 
then fince Chriftianity is not under fuch Difficulties 
as it was when firft eftablilhed,, this therefore is a 
fufficjent rcafon why miracles are ceafed. For as 
\t is now rather protefted than oppofed by the fe- 
cular Power, fo there can't be the fame neceffity 
for fuch fupernatural afliftance as there was when 
the members of Chriftianity were perfecuted with 
the utmoft rigor and malice. 

And with regard to the blindnefs and ignorance 
which prevailed when Chriftianity was eftahlifhed, if 
the writings of the Prophets are not now underftood 
(tho* in the Teftimony of the Witnefles we have 
Jiad an account how and by what means their Pro- 
phecies have been fully accomplilhed 5) then we 
piay very reafonahly conclude that they ncverwill. 
For if we are refolved not to hearken to the Tefti- 
mony of the Witnefles, nor to confider the writings 
pftljc Prophets^ then neither fhouldwe be' per- 
5 . ^ '*. fuadtt} 
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fuadcd to embrace the Chriftjan faith, tho' once rofi 
frtm the Dead, 

Thus much I thought nep eflary to obferve in an- 
fwer to an obje&ion, which has been lately raifed 
againft the miracles that were wrought by the Di£ 
ciples, becaufe miracles qce ceafed: which, I 
jnuft confefe, is not altogether intended as an art- 
fwer to that obje&ion, but rather, becaufe I am 
very much inclined to believe, that there is top 
great a Strefs laid upon Miracles, and not enough 
laid on the Writings of the Prophets. For whatever 
may be laid in favour of the miracles that were 
wrought by the Difciples, yet it is very certain that 
a miracle, wrought for die converfion of any one, 
can never have fo powerful an influence over me, 
as it had over the Perfon on whom it was wrought ; 
nor can it be fuppofed that it can have the fame in- 
fluence over me, who came to the Knowledge of 
it by hear-lay only, as it had over the Spe&ators. 
The feeing any thing done, always makes a 

' ftronger imprcffion on the mind, than the beft 

.' account that can be given of it. If therefore we 
pretend to fay, that niiracles are the chief fupport 
of the Chriftian Faith ; fuch arguments as thefe 
will rather overthrow, than defend it. For when- 
ever fuch arguments as thefe are urged, we give 
the Adverfaries to Chriftianity an opportunity to 
fay, that it is for want of better 5 which muft needs 
i>e a very great miftake. For had miracles been 
the chief fuppQrt of the Chriftian faith, I dare fay, 

. fhat tfye Church would never have been deprived of 
the Power of working miracles : at lead fo long as 
there was any fuch Enemies left, who would endea- 

, your to Cfppofe it. For if it be abfurd and unrea- 
sonable to fuppofe, that after all the care which has 
been taken to eftablilh the Church, God would 

leave 



Digitized 



by Google 



j 3$ The Prophets the Expejtors of tie Prtpife, 
leave it open and defencelefs to its Adversaries - p y$t 
fince miracles are ceafed, and there are thofe ftill 
remaining amongft us, who endeavour to oppofe 
the Church, then this is &n abfurdity that we can ne- 
arer be freed from, if miracles are the chief fiipport 
tof the Chriftian Faith. The Teftimony of Jefus is 
tfre Spirit of Prophecy. And therefore we muft 
r CQnclude, that the Strength of Chriftianity does not 
f .f Qnfift in the miracles that were wrought for the 
Converfion of thofe who were ignorant of the true 
. jenfe and meaning of the writings of the Prophet?, 
but in the harmony and ftri<5t agreement that is 
between the Teftimony of the Witnefles ^nd the 
predictions of the Prophets. Thus much and no 
'jnpre, is due to the miracles .that were wrought 
'by the Difciples, namely, that they give great 
weight to their Teftimony : but neverthelefi * it is 
• ,£pthinglike the harmony and ftridt agreement that 
'appears between the predictions of the Prophets, 
. and their Teftimony. Had this been wanting, not 
all $he miracles that were wrought by the Difciples, 
would have been pf any ufe to their Teftimony ; 
J>q<2ufe nothing can reconcile truth with falfhood. 

And therefore, I ftiall now proceed to enquire 
into the harmony and fbidt agreement, that appears 
between the writings of the Prophets, and die 
Teftimony pf tfie Witnefles : which being fully 
.proved, will leave us no manner of room to doubt, 
,&# as the Prophets were the Expofitors of the 
JPromife, fo the Difciples were the Witnefles to the 
Accomplishment of it : Th^t as the former were 
£pppmted..tprexplain the Promife, whilft the Ac- 
. jf ompliflvnent of it was in Expectation, fo the latter 
preappointed tobear record of it when fulfilled. 
.<ftndif |fhis can be proved^ we Ihall be able tp 

\ give 
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give a much better jfenfe to that paflage of St. 

Jams, where the Tdlimony of the Witnefle^ is 

/tiled the engrafted -word* tW« commonly given 

to it by our Divines. Burkttt* in Jiis Expository 

ootes on the New Trihtment, tells ys, that by the 

engrafted word is meant the word which is to he 

planted and fown in aur hearts by the hands of 

thrift 5 * Miniftere. Again ; he afterwards adds, 

that it muft be implanted and grafted in us, or it 

will never be .able to Jave our Souls. That this 

word here ftaled by the Apoftle the engrafted word, 

TOuft be received with all becoming Meeknels, 

JLowlinefs, and Thankfalnofi, is not to be doubted* 

but fince .by the word ^grafted we underftand, a 

pur^ Shoc^ to be artfully -fixtfdtm an old ftbek, 

in fuch a manner, as to become* part of the Tree 

whereon it is grafted, it therefore can ixcvor be 

fuppofed,- that this is the true Jeafe and meaning 

of the engrafted uoord\ for furdy it would have 

been very abfurd in the Apoftle tobaveadxnoxalhM 

us, to receive with .mceknefs the tngrxtfted <wcrd y 

provided it was Jthus£rmly .rooted in us. J3y this 

; expreffion I fhall jtherefbre underftand ,t*> hemeant 

the Teftimony xf the Apoftles, which in the har- 

jaiony and ftrift agreement between them and .the 

JRrophets, .is <as .firmly fixed to their writings, as 

when a young ihoot is .grafted pn an old Jfock. 

. And this is what I .am,next to .enquite intp. 

But xbefope J proceed to .this enguiry, X #rpuid 
willingly make.the^llp^iiK $wy,* iiameJy, that 
fince the Jews do.yery reBaUy >alW -that.the % #ro- 
; phets >wcce injpired Writers, J xwly define. to.jftttow 
how;, .or .by what jmeaps.thcy wjU iipve A tha» «> .be 
defc^ng^f<tWs.cham<3bir, unlefc by ^kipw^edg- 
in&the Truthuof ,the Ufcftimany -delivered Jay the 
PSciples. 'Tis not their laying that they were in- 
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fpired Writers, that will prove them to be ftich, I 
prefume : And their denying that the Promife has 
been fulfilled in the D&athi and Refurre&ion of the 
blefled Jefiis, proves direftly the contrary/ For 
fince the time is paft, wherein the Promife was to 
. be fulfilled •, if it has not been fulfilled already, then 
it never can be fulfilled 5 however, not according 
to the time, and manner .prefixed by the Prophets 
for thi§ purpofe •, and therefore it will be in vain to 
pretend to affert the veracity of the Prophets, fb 
long as we deny the Truth of the Teftimony deli- 
vered by the Witnefles.' And confequently* tho* 
the Jews do very readily allow, that the Prophets 
were infpired Writers j yet by their obftinate denial 
bf the Accbmplifhmetit of the Promife, they take 
'the moft effectual method that could be contrived 
to deprive them of this Character. For if their 
Predictions have failed (which they certainly have, 
unlefs the Promife has been fulfilled) then their 
Reputation muftfmk in coiirfe. 

However, there is this very remarkable circum- 
ftance to be alledged in favour both of the Prophets 
and the'DifcipIes; namely, that the Time when 
"the bleffed Jefus appeared, was the Time appointed 
for the coming of this Eminent Perfon, by whom 
the Promife was to be fulfilled, as may very ealily 
be proved,- Hot only from the general Expe&ation, 
. which fo greatly prevailed at the Time of his f ap- 
pearance both among the Jews and the Gentiles , 
: but likewife from the Predictions of the Prophets, 
"which, we may reafonably prefum£, was the foun- 
dation which thefe Exjpe&ations were built upon ; 
*and amongft 7 which none is more plain than that of 
~ Haggai* chap, ii, 7. The Defire of all Nations 
% JhaScome 9 and I Will fill this Houfe with Glory. 

But 
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Bu; fince the. Jews are fo very fond of a Tem- 
poral Deliverer, it will not therefore be improper 
to enquire whether this Prophecy foretold the 
Coming of a Spiritual or a Temporal Deliverer. 
And th# it can't reafonably be underftood to fore- , 
tell the coming of a Temporal Deliverer, is, I 
think, very evident ; for forely he could never be the 
Defire of thofe Nations, that he was to fubdue 
and conquer. And yet according to this Prophecy 
we find, that he was to be the Defire of all Na- 
tions. In the preceding part of this Argument 
I have proved, that Mofes'% Promifed Seed, and 
the Prophets promifed Mefliah, is one and the 
lame Perfon: and fince this Chara&cr is not appln 
cable to. a Temporal Deliverer, let us now con- 
fider how far it is applicable to Mofes's, Promifed 
Seed. And this, I think, is a matter that may. 
very eafily be made out. For fince by the trea- 
chery and malice of the Serpent the whole human 
Race was infe&ed with this deadly poifon Sin * then 
whoever .was to fubdue and conquer this .common 
Enemy of mankind, and to deliver the human 
Nature from the treachery, and malice of the Ser- 
pent, might moft juftly be ftiled the. Desire of 
All Nations, tho\ no Temporal Deliverer 
whatsoever could be deferving of gny fuch Cha- 
racter. 

Again, that this Prophecy can!t .reafonably be 
underftood in a Temporal Senfe will ftill more 
plainly appear, if we confider what was foretold 
at the 9th Verfe; for it is here faid, that the glory 
ef the latter Houfe Jbould be, greater than . the 
glory of the former \ which was fo.fas frtyit be- 
ing fulfilled, if underftood in a Temporal Senfe, 
that the glory of the latter Houfe was nothing 
near equal with the glory of the former. For 

befides 
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beficfes that it wanted 2d Citoits in height, after 
£ftra/ had fimlhed his repairs ; the firft was inlaid 
ttith Gold, and the fecond had only golden Doors 
to it. And much left Was it near equal with the 
firft in the internal endowments and Spiritual 
privileges, which is by mifch the greater glory of 
the two, as the7**ev therfrfetves fay ; the firft being 
filled with a Cloud at its Dedication, having its Al- 
tar-fire kindled from Heaveft ; the Ark of the Co- 
venant, with all its appurtenances ; die Holy Oil ; 
the Urim, and Thummifn, Gf*. and as thefewere 
wanting in the fecond Temple, fo according to 
their own conf&ioft, the gloi^ of the fecond was 
nothing near equal with the glory* of the firft. 

Again ; at the eonclufion of this verfe we read, 
And in this place I tot 11 give peace, faith the Lord 
0f Hojks. Now what agreement is there between 
magnifying and adorning the Temple, and the 
giving peace tb mankind ? none at all farely. And 
yet we find them both connefted together. On 
the other hand ; if we understand the giving 
peace to m&idrind, to alludfe to the office of this 
Eminent Perfon, who but jtfft before was ftiled 
the Defire of all nations, we ihall find, not only a 
perfeft agreement betwedh the latter, and the for- 
mer part of tfieir fenterice, but fikewife a very 
great correfpondency between the 7th and 9th 
veifes; for atsfoe 7th verfe we read, The Defire of 
all Nations fbidl come : ftat is, He who from die 
beginning was to be Bru&d, and to Bruife the 
Head of Ae Serpent, or according to Ifaiab, he 
who waft to be fo Brtiifed and wounded, as 
thro* hfe meritorious Sufferings to porchafe our 
Peace, and to procure the Pardon of our Sins; and 
therefore might moft juftly be ftiled, the Defire of 

all 
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all Nations : Ht in whom the fulnefs ©f the God- 
Head dwells bodily, by- entering into this Houie* 
fhalifill it with glory * or, as it is expreffedjn the 
9th verfe* make the glory of the Idtfer Houfe exceed 
ibe glory of the former. This is fo plainly the tna* 
fenfe ahd meaning of the words, that if it can bt 
proved that this Eminent Perfon here ftiled thS 
desire of all nation was to enter into thii 
Houfe, there will be no manner of room to doubt 
the truth of what has here been faid in explanation of 
this pfrophecy. And that this Eminent Perfon waft 
to ehter into this temple can never be doubted* If 
we confider What ha* been foretold by Mai. ch.xxfh 
The Lord vbbom you feek, your lortg-*xpe&ed Deli- 
verer^ He who was to be cut off for our Tranjgrejfons* 
that he might make a Reconciliation forlHiquitfy 
aTnd is therefore ftiled, thb messenob*. <&f THfe 
Covenant; He <wbo\» ye delight in (or at kail 
touJgHt) jball fuMenly come into this Temple, and by 
his gloridus Prefthe6, fhall make the glory of it ex* 
fceid die glory of the former. But where fc noW 
this ftcond Houfe ? Is it hot tetag finc6 kkl in thfe 
©uft, "and confumfed in the Flames, according to 
that ft&iKBon of SZeebariab, chap. id. u Ope* 
9by Doors, 9 -Lebanon, that the fire may dtvitfr 
'/*> Cedars. And thettfore, if it has not alfeadjr 
had fife glory foretold by Haggai, th*n k nfcWJr 
wiH have it* that is mo& certain. For tf any orife 
fehftr WHere to find theRubbiJ^ fte h«ght vtfrrtb 
fe the duft thereof* {lebabod) >tbk gWy is &ep&h- 
*d% beca!^ k fc kttofctely ifa^ 
fce filted with glory, finee fc is how&ripifcd of k~ 
leff, and deprived of ks viry Eeifcg and fcn- 

P' ST?. H The 



Digitized 



by Google 



1 44 %&* Prophets the Bxpqfitors cf the Promfe, 

The Jews do, indeed, expert the riling of this 
phcenix out of its afhes, and dream of a third 
Houfe, wherein this Prophecy fhall receive its ac- 
complifhmcnt : but the comparifbn here, in point: 
of Glory » is betwixt Solomon 9 % Temple (called the 
fifft.HQUfe) and that, whiyh either was built, or. 
about .being built by the returned Captives, tailed 
the, latter Houfe. The Temple in the air which 
they drqam of, is to be raifed (as they imagine) 
by their expe&ed Meffiah* But it is very evident 
that the Temple, which he was to fill with glory» 
was to be, built before his coming. , The Lard : 
whomyefeekjhall fuddenly come into his Temple* 
An4 Sgain* £ will Jill this Houfe with GUryi 
Which Houfe being long fince deftroy'd by the 
RomanSy "• if the Promifed Meffiah did not come 
whilft tf was {landing, then the veracity of Mofes % 
and th^ Prophets, may very juftly be fufpefitcd* 
For if this Eminent Perfon did not come at the 
Tinje appointed for his appearance, when the 
whole world was looking for his Coming, we can 
Jiave no reafbd to believe, that he ever will come. 
^And fince it appears that Mofes's Promifed Seed, 
and the Prophets Promifed Meffiah, is one and the 
iam^ JPerfon, if their Predidlions have failed, then 
fo has his likewife, for they were all Servants to one : 
and the fame Lord; they were all fent upon twie 
-and the fame Errajid ; and as it was the bufinefs of 
the former to acquaint mankind of what was to be 
done for. us, by this Eminent Conqueror, when 
come; fo it iyas the bufinefs of the latter of thefi? 
Meflengers to inform us of the Family, and the 
.Time and Place where the Promifed Meffiah was 
to be born; If therefore there was nothing, of 
Truth, in what was foretold by the latter of thefo 
. Meffengers, ' it will then be very evident* that there 

j was 
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was rothing of Truth, in any thing, that had been 
foretold by the former.. 

For, tho' it be very abfiird, yet for once, let it 
be fuppefed, that fomething might happen, which 
prevented the Promifed MdEah from coming at the 
Time appointed by Hqggai, Daniel, Ztchariah* 
and others: and even then this quaery will arife* 
namely, vhy were not fpme other Mefiengers fent to 
make a fecond appointment concerning his coming? 
$jad any thing of this nature been done, it might in 
ioeie rasaforc have pwferyed the reputation of the 
forjner Prophets 1 but fince nothing of this nature 
was done, tho' k is now almpft two thou&nd years 
fince this latter Houfc has been deftray'd, we may 
reasonably conclude, that if he did not come at the 
Time appointed, then he never will come. HoWr 
ever, die? them never were any Mefiengers fent to 
make aiicond appointment, yet there were proper 
Meflfengcrs fent to bear record of the PromUe ful- 
filled. Aqd as all that was teftified by thefe Mef r 
fengers, was teftified vhilft the fecond Temple was 
ftanding ; and fince they have teftified that the bleffed 
Jefus was the Perfon who was to fill this Houfc 
with Glory, and that he did go into it, and cleanfe it 
of that fikh which he found in it, we may very rea- 
fonably conclude, that tfreirTeftimony is undoubted- 
ly true. For thef there is no other way to preferve 
die reputation oiMofes and the Prophets, but by ac- 
knowledging the truth of their Teftimony, yet when 
the Harmony and ftrid agreement between their 
TjeffimoAy and the Predidtions of the Prophets fhatt 
be farther inquired into, it will, I think, be fully fuf- 
ficient to fupport and maintain the veracity of both 
Parties. However, this is certain, that they ape 
right ^s to the point of Time prefixed by the Pjxk 

pints for the Coming of the Promifed Mefjfiah. 

L Again* 
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Again ; another difcriminating token of the Time 
appointed for the Coming of th? Promifed Mefliah,- 
relates to what was to happen to the unbelieving 
Jenvs y ibon after the Promifed Mefliah was cut 
off for our Tranfgreflions. Of this we have a moft 
plain account from Daniel. He tells us, agreeable 
to what was foretold by Malacbi, where the Pro- 
mifed Mefliah is ftiled the Mejfenger of the Cove- 
nant^ that there was a Covenant to be tendered, 
and that a ipeedy dcftru&ion fliould fwallow up all 
who fhould refafe to enter into this Covenant. And 
nbtwithftanding that this blind and ignorant Peo- : 
pic do ftill infift on it, that the Promifed Mefliah 
was to be a Temporal Deliverer ; yet, that the 
Scepter's departure from Judab 7 or the total over- 
throw qf the Jews, and the coming in of the Gen- 
tiles 1 or the gathering of the People to Sbilo^ ard 
events that were to hkppen fopn after the Coming 
of the PromifedMefliahjis a Prophecy as old asjaco^ 
-and therefore as the diiperfed and fcatcered State of 
the Jews is a pregnant proof that the Promifed Me£ 
fiah was not to be a Temporal Deliverer ; fo whoever 
looks back, ' and coniiders the Time, from wheftce 
the Calamities of the Jews bears date, muft ackno^r- 
ledge, that the Time wherein the Teftimony was 
delivered by the Difciples concerning-the blefied 
Jefus, was the Time appointed by the Prophets 
"for the Coming of the Promifed Mefliah. 

The Teftimony of the Difciples being fo fer 
right, I fllall now proceed to enquire a little 
farther into the harmony and.ftridt agreement that 
appears between their Teftimony and the Predic- 
tions of the Prophets. And here, the firft thing 
;to be taken Notice of, is, that according* to their 
^Accounts * of the Accompliftiment of the Promife* 
we find, that Mofesh Promifed Seed, and the Pro* 
f ; phets 
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phets Fromifed Meffiah, is one and the fame Per- 
fon ; which if allow'd, muft prove that the Pro* 
railed Meffiah was, agreeable to their Teftimony 
of the blefled Jefus, to be a Spiritual Deliverer. 
And tho* a main part of the Controverfy, between 
tjerw and Chriftian, is upon this. very fubje& \ yet 
there is nothing more eafy to be proved, than the 
Truth of this part of their Teftimony. For I fup- 
pofe that the Jew will never attempt to lay, that 
Mofes, his Lawgiver, was a falfe Prophet. And yet 
tf any other Perfon was afterwards appointed to be 
Broiled, and to Bruife the Head of the Serpent, inftead 
of Mofes's Promifed Seed : that is, if the Prophets 
Promifed Mefliah was appointed to fuffer for Sin, 
and to deliver us from the Punifhment due to Sin, 
inftead of Mofes's Promifed Seed, then I don't fee 
how it is poflible to fave the reputation of Mofes. 
And fiace the Prophets have Bkewife foretold an 
Human Sufferer to be made a Spiritual Saviour, as 
well as MaJtSi they muft either be underftood in 
the Capacity of Expofitors. to Mofes^ or the Pro- 
mifed Meffiah and the Promifed Seed muft be two 
different Perfons. But if we attempt to divide 
them ; by the fame rule that we make two Spiritual 
Saviours, we may as well make twenty. And if 
not one out of the twenty has yet appeared, we 
may be folly fatisfied, that they never wilh 
And therefore rihall coticlude, that the Promifed 
Seed and the Promifed Meffiah, is one and the 
feme Perfon ; and that the Sacred Perfon exhibited' 
to ins, by the Difciples, was the very perfon of 
whom Mofis and the Prophets. had wrote. For' 
tho' it would be impoffible to fave the reputation of 
Mofis, and the Prophets, if they are otherwife un- 
derftood \ yet as the cafe now ftands, it will be 
altogether as impoffible to kffen the reputation of 
L 2 cither. 
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either. Arid therefore, if the* PrOm'jfed SeaJ awl 
the Prbmifed Meffiah aj£ $ be i#4tritood as <>ae 
and the fame Perfori* and tl^at whoever ^ was re- 
vealed by the lattft- wa$ revjpajed ift txphxtm&p. qf 
what Had been foretold by the Former, yrn iHall 
foon find what a, gptofc mifiak* the Jtoetf ar$ under 
in expe&ing a Temporal Deliverer. 

Or if we confider otily .upon. what account thfc 
Prt>mife was made, it will I think very piaifily *j£- 
pear, that the Deliverer which was then ptomifei* 
could be no other than a fpiritual Deliverer * fat 
as mankind had theh no other Enemy to be dt? 
Kvered from, than the Serpeht % and as this w« 
the Enemy foretold to be fubdueSd by thfc &ed of 
the Woman, the feme Nature that had befen over- 
come, fo in the Combat, which id here foretcWi 
we may very reafenably conclude* that the Dejtt 
verer, which wa* thai prdmh'd, tras tO bfc % 
Spiritual Deliverer- . » 

Again, as it wotild bfc abfwd to, ftippofe that 
God, who is a Bring, pofleft of infinite Wifdom 
and Mercy,, would promHe any other kind of a 
Deliverer, than foch as was able to lave u» from 
the Snare of the Tempter j ted fince Death was 
tfie milchirf, that mankind w*s become obno»ot& 
to, by taking the Advice of thbSfcrpcnt; and aa 
no Temporal Deliverer whatever could ranfcm ua 
frofcn the Grave, or redeeto us frofa £)eath : fo thifc 
is in abfurdity that cannot be avoided, if wej»* 
derftahd the Pfoihifed Seed to be a Temporal Do* 
fiverer. Thus much may be learil'd from the ori* 
ginal PromHe if felf. < 

'. Again ; the next account that we have of thifc 
Eminent Pcrfon is, when he was promifed td b£ 
of the Seed of Abraham \ and here he is foretold 
Under the Character of one, in wbm all Nations. 

of. 
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tf tie Etrtb fimld be bkffeis and tins I have 
wtely proved imift fignify a Spiritual Deliverer. 
Ana therefore, as the Prornife m&de to Abraham 
is Ufli^eipfidfjr acknowledged by the Jews to have 
been i prediffibn of the PrQinifed Meffiah ; & 
therefore any one would think, that even this it- 
feff is fufficient to convince them that the Promis- 
ed Meffiah was not to be a Temporal, but a Spi- 
ritual Saviour. But fince it can hever be : deni&ii 
that Mofos 9 * Promifed^eed was to be a Spiritual 
Saviour; and as it is not to be denied that the 
Prornife made to Abraham is a ratification of the 
original Prornife •, fo therefore this likewife will be 
another pregnant proof that the promifed Mefliaii 
could not bij a Temporal Deliverer, becaufe we 
have no account of any other Victory that was to 
be obtained by Mefe*** Promifed ISTeed, but that 
Which was to be obtained over the Serpent, the 
Enemy by whom we had been betray *d. And as 
ift tfois Ax gument there is the fulleft confutation qf 
that miftaken Nofion, which the Jews are now 
tmhappily involved ifi, that can in Reafon be re- 
quired • fo therefore, ' left it fhould be denied, that 
the Prornife to' Abraham *fm a ratification 1 of the 
bri^hdPtomife ? 1 fliail once more endeavour to 
compare them together. . 

* And to this purpofe we are.to obferve, that in 
Ike original Promile, it is only faid j that this Emi- 
nent Perfbn Hvas to be the Seed of the Woman : 
taut in the Prornife made to Abraham, we 'find, 
-dkfat he was to be a Defcendant of fbmeopii'of 
Ws Pofterity. In the original ;Prbmife it .is only 
4&& ef tWs -Eminent Perfbri, that was he to fukdue 
ahid conquer the Serpent : (i. 'e. that he was % o be 
a Spiritual Saviour :)l)Ut in the ^omife made to 
Abraham j we find, that he was to be a Uqivcffal 
Saviour, And thus plainly does the Scripture Uiti* 
L 3 mate 
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timate to us the true intent and defign of all* thofe 
Difcoveries that were afterwards to be revealed 
concerning this bruised Son of Promife. For* 
as in die original Promife there is an Account- 
given that the Serpent fhould be fubdued by^the: 
Seed of the Woman, fo in the fecpn4 Promife we 
have an account from whofe Loins this Eminent 
Perfon was fo fpring. As in the firft the Nature of 
the Deliverance to be procured for us is plainly 
mentioned, jn the Vi&ory foretold * fo in the 
fecond the univerfal extent of it is po lefs plainly 
mentioned. So that from hence it appears that the 
principal Things, which were foretold in the fecond, 
were fuch only as had not been revealed in the 
firft : tho* we are to obferve, that whatever w$s ad- 
ded in the fecond, was fo revealed, that upon Ex- 
amination, or by confidering and comparing them 
together, it m^y very eafily he difcerned to have 
been reveal'd in explanation of the firft. 

And fo in like manner, tho* every one of the fubr 
fequent difcoveries relating to the Promifed Meffiah 
had fomething new in them y yet there was like- 
wife fuch a Mixture of the original Promife with 
them, that the diligent Enquirer may very eafily per- 
ceive, by confidering and comparing them toge-r 
ther, that whatever was revealed by the Prophets, 
.was revealed in Explanation of what had been fore- 
fold by Mojes. And thus did infinite Wifdom 
iiipply Mankind with one Difcovery after another, 
till at length, when the fullnefs of Time was 
come, that the Promife w$s to be fulfilled; the 
twofold Nature of Chrift's Perfon ai\d Office was 
fo plainly revealed by the Prophets, th?t the Etif- 
. ciples had nothing more to do, than to write an 
exaft account of all, they knew and law done by 
the blefied J ejus ; and to leave Mankind to ju^ge 
whether the facred Perfon whom they had extorted 
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as the true Son of Fromife, was the very Perfon, 
who from the beginning was appointed to be bruis- 
ed and to bruise the Head of the Serpent, or not. 
Again, another Account that was given of thepro- 
mifed Meffiah is, that where we are informed of the 
Tribe this Eminent Perfon was to be born of; 
namely of the Tribe ofJadab r as we read in Gene- 
fis xlix. 8. And from what has already been obferv- 
ed on this Prophecy, it appears, that the Jews 
could have no Reaibn to underftand the Promifed 
Meffiah to be a Temporal Deliverer ; for had this 
been the Cafe we ihould have had an account of, 
the Sceptre's being folly eftablifhed, inftead of 
the Sceptre's Departure, on or about the Time of 
the coming of Sbilo. s Tis well known, that the 
Jews have laboured hard to pervert the true fcnfc 
and meaning of this Prophecy 5 but to what pur- 
pose I know not; for their departed Sceptre, their 
difperfed and fcattered State, together with the 
Time when die Sceptre departed from Judab, is a 
much ftronger proof of the true fenfe and mean- 
ing, of this Prophecy, than all the Arguments 
which they either have or ever will be aWe to pro- 
duce againft it. And therefore fromthefe:three fe- 
veral accounts we have full and fufficient Proof 
that the Promifed Meffiah, agreable to the Tefti- 
mony of the Witneffes, was to be a Spiritual, and 
not a Temporal Deliverer. . 

If more proof was wanting, abundantly more 
might be produced ; and even from Mofes himfelf, 
as well the reft of the Prophets ; but it is much to 
feared, that if what has already been produced is 
not fufficient to convince this People of. their Error, 
then nothing will. For in this Prophecy of Jacob 
k is undoubtedly very piainly foretold, that the 
final Deftru&ion, or the total overthrow of the 
Jws* was to commence on or about the. Time of 
L 4 the 
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the Coming of $bil*, aftd coftfeq«cntfy this Eo» 
nent Perfon could not be a Tcrftpotal D cbv ew ^ 
which does not only plainly appear from this Pror 
phecy of Jacob* but l&ewife from another of 
Mofes, where this great Pr6phet, in the 3 id Chap- 
ter of Deuteronomy, has not only lheWn us whit 
their End was to be, but likewife the Rcafocr why 
they were to be difperfed and fcattered fttom one 
end of the Eafth to the other. For at the >2o, 21 
Verfes we read thus : And be fitid, I will bide my 
face from tbm> I will fee what their end /ball be \ 
for tbey are a froward Generation* Children in 
Suborn is no faith, tbey befae moved me to? Jealoufy 
fyitbt'bat which is not G$d\ tbey have provoked me 
to Anger with their Vanities-, and I will move them te 
Jealoufy with tbofe which are not a People^ I 
will povoke them to Anger with afoeirjb Natitr*. 
It would be endlcis to produce the fevers! Prap&e- 
cirt that foretell the Coming in of the Gentiles. 
Jfaiab has wrote as exaft an Account of it, as if 
he had been a Spectator ; and Daniel has given ub 
3 no left plain account of the Defbktion, that was 
to come upon the Jews for not entering into the 
Covenant which was to be tendered, foon after die 
Meffiah fliooki he ctlt bff for our Trartgreffion. 
And therefore it can never be faid, that the fto- 
mifedMeffiah was to be a Temporal Deliverer. 

According to the Prormfe made to Abraham 
then, we find, that this Eminent Fcrfcn w*s ; to be 
4n univerfal Saviour, ahd therefore could* not 
be a Temporal Saviour. And, according, to the 
original Promife it appears, that he was no fubdae 
the Serpent, and therefore moft certainly was <* 
fee a Sjaritwl Saviour. Aif4 this being fofly pwovwl* 
it would be needlefs to produce any of tbofe Pat 
fages, where the Diftapfes have *eftifiodthd lime 
Things of the bfcffed Jtfas \ their wlttle Acciwn* 
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tif -his Death aa$ RcfinTcfliott amounts to little 
more, thanxhat he was & Spirinul Saviour : and 
if he was to be a Spiritual Saviour, then whe- 
ther the Jvwsi arc not no#, according to the 
Ptedi&tm of Mtfa, unmindful of the Rock «f 
their Salvation, ma^ be left to their own determi- 
nation. Howeveir, from what has been obferved* 
k appeals, that the TeftknoAy delivered by the 
Difciples, concerning the bteucd 7*/to, is & far 
right, as to the prtrii&ions of Mofes and the Pro- 
phets ; namely, that the Time wherein their Ttf- 
timony wax delivered, is the Time prefixed by 
Mofes and the Prophets, for the Coming of the 
Promifed Mdtiah ; and Gkewife, that according to 
their Account of the bletfed Jtf#s y the Promifed 
Mefiiah was to be a spiritual Deliverer. 

And now the next Tiling to be considered* is 
the Birth of this Eminent Pctffqn, And here we. 
are: to take Notice that the Difciples, among tswf 
other Things which they have aljedged m prow 
of the twofold nature of the Perfon ofxhebldfed 
Jtfiu Y fay, that he was born of a Virgin ; and the 
fame thing is Aid by the Prophet Jfaiah concern- 
ifcig die Promifed fyfeffiah. But, notwithftanding 
this, ih&.ymhn here likewife fummon'd aiUua 
ftreng^h to o verthpow this. Part of their Teftime- 
ny ; and with as Iktle fuceefa as the former * they 
f&ft that nothing more was meant by the Prophet, 
than that a young .woman foould concave %nd 
bring forth a Son, Had this been feid of an old 
woman inftead of H young one, -fcmething m^hc 
have been faid in their Favou* ; but ftoce there 
is nothing uncommon in the conception -of a 
young Woman, moft abfurd and lidiculous was it 
in diem, to. pot ludi aconftruftionon thisPr^ 
pbecy as thk & % for in die former -part of. ithe 
t&k we read, that it iws gitftftasa Sign * which #' 
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^nderftood according to the Jewijb interpretation 
of *t, ; could be no Sign at all. Again, it was not 
given to Abaz % as the Jews would willingly under-* 
ftand it, but to the houfe of David, of which fa* 
taily the Defire of all Nations, the Univerfat Sa- 
viour was to be born. And as it had been foretold 
t>y Jacob* that the Sceptre fhoujd not depart from 
Judab till Sbilo came ; fo if. Abaz and his people 
had not been altogether ignorant, or unmindful of 
this Prophecy, there would have been no room for 
thofe frights and fears, that they were under, beeauft 
0/ the evil counfil.wbkbSyxis^ Epbraim and tbefon 
*f Remaliah bad t akin againft tbem y ch.^viL ver. 5. For 
had they confidered thus Prophecy only, without re- 
lieving on the many miracles that had been wrought 
for their prefervation, they might very readily 
have. concluded* that \ it.Jbould not fiand$ net f her 
Jbould it cometppafs 9 ver. 7. They might ha#e 
xeiy readily concluded, that the fafety of Judab was 
Jplaced much beyond the reach of its moft inve* 
ierate Enfejnies, till thejComingof Sbilo. 

.And that this was the true State oi; the caie t 
will I think very:plainfy appear from that iharp re- 
buke of the Prophet, at. the 13th vejfe. tkar t <£ 
boufa of David, is it a/mall Thing for you to weary. 
men, but willyou weary my God alfo ?, That is, Caa 
you neither confide in the Prophets, nor in Qod 
{iimfelf ? You furely can't fey that you do, fo long 
as you remain, in ,&ch frights $nd feais abputrthe 
combination of your Enemies. Has not God 
promifed you that the . Sceptre IhaU not de- 
part from Judab t till Sbilo come. ? And can you 
fofpeft his 'Veracity or his Power ? neither furelyw 
And yet nothing fcfi, than one of: tfcefe, can be the 
occafian of that confternatioft which you ar<e now 
under. But . to rsmoye theft cfyijbts, Behold and 
mark wdl; the Lord bintfelf Jfall give yon .4 
Jignhow long your fafety (hall continue, which is 
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this : A Virgin jhall conceive and bear a Soft, and 
call bis name Immanuel \ and till this miraculous 
conception and Birth fhall corfte to pafs r : though 
Ephraim Jhall in tbrte ft ore and five Tears be brok- 
en, that i$ he notaBeople, ver. 8, yztjudab 
(hall remain a diftmd People, and be governed by 
their own Laws, -as isiexprefc'd in this Prophecy 
of Jacob. 

The true fenfe and meaning of this Prophecy of 
Ifaiabj being thus explained •, as this Chapter may 
very eafily be underftood to be a ratification of 
Jacob's PropheGy, becaqfe directed to the Houfe 
pf David, who was of the Tribe afjudab, €0 it 
will be no lefs eafy to prove, that this Prophecy 
was a Predidtion of the Promifed Meffiah. For, 
not to infift on the agreement between this Pro- 
phecy of Ifaiaby and that of Jacob, both foretel- 
ling how* long the profperity of Judab Was to con- 
tinue ; both foretelling that it was to end at the 
Coming of the Promifed Meffiah ♦, the one fore- 
telling this Eminent Perfbn by thcname oSSbitpjaA 
the other foretelling him by the name of Immanu- 
<l: I fhall only obferve, that there is proof enough 
to be collefljfl from Immanuel to prove it to be a 
Prediction of thfr promifed Meffiah . For whoever 
confiders what the Promifed Meffiah was to do 
and fuffer .for mankind, mud acknowledge, that 
it was abfolutely neceflary, that the Divine and 
Human Nature fhould be conjoined together. For 
as Death, the Debt which was contracted when 
Sin was committed* could not be infli6ted oh the 
Divine Nature ; fo neither could the Human Na- 
ture fubdue and conquer that fpiritual Enemy of 
Mankind, without the Conjun&ion of the Divine 
Nature And if thus -much is fuffiderit to jpVove. 
'the twofold Nature of Chrift's fcerfofc, then as it 
;Vouldbe abfurd to fappofe, t^rthete^^-to-be 
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a conjpQ&km of tike Divine and Human Wfcum W 
any other Peribn, but the Peribn of die p^Mnifed 
Meffiah > who :was to iuffer for Sin* and to deliver 
us from die Punifhment dus to Sn ; and ^s it aaay 
eafily be proved that thtre was to be A conjuBftipn 
of thefe two Natures in Iftriaffs ImraanucU fa 
we muft conclude, that it was a.pradiftkm of die 
Promifed Meffiah. 

And fince the Prortrifcd Mcffiah was to be of 
the Seed of David, fo k wiil be a matter of npgredt 
Difficulty to prove the twofold Nature of Chrjft's 
Perfon, from thofe Prophecies that foretell his 
being pf the family ofD4vidi whidv being prov'd, 
it will ^ec^ferily follpw, t}iat this Eminent Perfcn, 
diftinguifti*d by the Appellation of the Seed of 
David, and Ifmatf* Immamtli is one and the:fame 
Ferfon, Tfc firft proof of this kind is?/. baaix.4; 
Thy Serf will I efiakHfh for war,, and :fit Up fby 
tbroiq fiym one Generation to another. But If 
it fliould be objo&ed, that this was fpoken of the 
Sobs of David* then this is apparendy felfe ; the 
Royal Stile and Dignity of the Family of Bavid 
being lpi?g fince ended ; andal%becaiife the pro- 
miles mwtetQ die Sons of David were conditional; 
as appears at the 31ft vfcrfe. But if bis Children 
freak niy lufws* &c. J will vifit their Offiuues 
with a rod and their Si» ftvitb fieurges. Where* 
9s the Prporife made to the Seed of Davidy'v*^ 
folute and unalterable ; for fo it is at the. jd ^verfc; 
/ bav( mad?, a covenant wtbtvy cbofen y I Mam 
fooorn unto iPfevid my£ervant 9 thy Seedwill I efi 
tablijh far mo&. And ,fo again at the 34th and 
35th yerfaw My Govern** mil 1 not break, ^nat 
alter tjbe thing that itgtme out ,ofnyJips t .; J have 
fmm e»ef x p my , bolintfa* that I will mt fail 
David. Hfs Seed jball Audwe forever, bis feat it 
like as the fun before me. And as we may -thus 
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crfljr decern a very wide difference between the 
Promife$that were made to the Children of David, 
and tl^s Eminent Perfon. who was to be of the 
Seed of David ; fb it wilt be no lefe eafy to prove 
the twofold Nature of has iacred Peiion, from ei- 
ther of thofe paflages. For as the eternal dura- 
tian, wjik^i is here mentioned in thefe Promifes, 
muft allude to the Divine Nature ♦, fo there muft 
bp a coojun<5tion of the Human Nature with the 
Pivine, to be of the Seed of David. 
. But whether the Jew will allow this Eminent 
Perfcn, who was to be of the Seed of David, 
and Jfaiab's Immamel, to be one and the lame Per- 
iba, or no, I know not $ but he would do well 
to confider (if he denies k) how, and in what 
manner the throne of David is eftabliflied ; or by 
what aigument it can be proved, that his Seed i$ 
fettled thereon, unlets k is in Jfaiab's Immanuel % 
who being born of a Virgin, of the Family of 
David, and having fuffer'd fuch things, as had 
been foretold of him ty Mofes and the Prophets, 
U now exalted above the higheft Heavens, and 
fettled on a Throne which lhail laft for evermore i 
and thus, in the Death and Rdunie&ion of the 
• blefled Jefus, the twofold nature of his Sacred 
Perfon is fully peeved, as well as by Us xnoft mi- 
raculous Incarnation and Nativity. 

And as thus much is fuHy fiidicient to prove 
the twofold nature of the Eerfba of the blefl&d 
Jefus ; fo in order to prove that this Prophecy of 
Ifaiabis by the Difaples rightly applied to the 
blefled Jefus, I ftull not need to infill on the De« 
ftru&ion, that came upon the Jews loon after the 
Virgin had conceived and brought forth a Son 
(which Event was given as a Sign, how long the 
^pfety of Judab was to continue,* as plainly ap- 
pears 
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pears from what has been already bbferved oh ihfa 
Prophecy) but rather, that according to the literal 
Senfe of this Prophefcy/a Virgin was to conceive 
and bring forth a Soh, who was to be Immaftuel^ 
the Saviour of all Mankind, throughput all gene- 
rations ; and that whilft the Jew is endeavouring 
to pervert the true fenfe and meaning of this Prophecy, 
he only difcovers how altogether ignorant he is of 
what had been foretold by Mofes in the original Pro- 
mife; for we muft either underftand that Mofes 9 * 
Promifed Seed was to be born of a Woman, without 
any Human Father, as well as Ifaiab's Immanuel y 
or the reputation of Mofes will be equally in dan- 
ger as well as the reputation of Ifaiab. For there 
Is no fuch thing in Nature as the Seed of the 
Woman. And as this expreflion is contrary to 
the Nature of things, fo it is likewife no lefi con- 
trary to the rule of Genealogy pra&ifed amongft 
the Jews, which in > all other cafes Mofes was a 
ftridt obferver of, according to which rule, the 
defcription of every one's family always runs in 
the male line : but in this cafe it is directly the re- 
verie ; and therefore, upon both thefe accounts, we 
may very fafcly conclude, that if this Eminent 
Perfonwhowas appointed to be bruised and to 
hruife the head of the Serpent , was to have had an 
Human Father, it would not have been mentionM 
by the Seed of the Woman, but by the Seed of 
the Man, as being n©t only more conformable 
to the Cuftom of the Jews, but likewife abun- 
dantly more free from all exception. But on 
the other hand, if in conformity to what was af- 
terwards to be more folly and plainly revealed by 
Ifaiaby we underftand this Expreflion of Mofes 
to allude to the twofold Nature of Chrift's Perfen; 
then nothing farther need be faid in vindication 
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eTMofes for going out of the common road, when 
he gives us this account of our Promifed Deli- 
verer; For had he. mentioned the Seed of the 
Mm inftead of the Seed of the Woman, as this 
would have rendered the facred Perfon, there 
fpoken of, perfe&ly Human ; fo by this means it 
would have been morally impoflible to have recon- 
ciled Mofes and Ifaiab together. For if Mofes's 
Promifed .Seed was to have had a Human Father, 
and Ifaiah's Mefliah was to have been born of a 
woman without any Human Father, they muft ne- 
ceflajily have been two different Perfons ; andcon- 
fcquentlythe whole ufe and defign of thofe difco- 
veries, that were afterwards to be revealed by the 
Prophets, would have been rendered ineffectual : 
that is, as the Prophets could never after this have 
been underftood in the Capacity of Expofitors of 
the Promtfe, fo neither could the Difciples have 
made ufe of their writings in order' to confirm and 
ftrengthen their Teftimony, when fent to bear re- 
cord of the Promife fulfilled. And as this was a 
principal thing that their writings were intended for, 
fo nothing more can be required in order to vindi- 
cate Mofes for going out of the common and ordi- 
nary way of expreffing himfelf, when he gave us , 
this account of our Promifed Deliverer, than the 
neceffity that he was under of expreffing himfelf in 
luch a manner, as would beft agree with the Pro- 
phets account of this Eminent Conqueror, when 
they fhould be appointed to give a more full and 
large difcovery of the twofold Nature of his Perfon. 
And, that this really is the true ftate of the cafe, 
will very plainly appear, if Mofes's Promifed Seed 
is compared with Ifaiah's Meffiah. 

And to this purpofe, let Mofes's Seed of the 
Woman be underftood as a Perfon who was to be 
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bora of aWpman without any Human Father* 
and Ifaiab's Immanuel will be perfe&iy agreeable 
with this account of Mofes's Promifed SeecJ* 
Again, as it appears from the name given hy 
Ifaiab to his Virgin Offspring* that he was to be 
God-Man \ fo in like manner, lay the Vi&ory which 
was to be obtained by Mofes's Promifed Seed, which, 
was a Viftory that could not be obtained by the 
Human Nature only, there is the fame proof of 
die Divine and Human Nature being conjoined to* 
gether, as there is in Immanuel, the name which 
was given by Jfaiab to the Promifed Meffiah. For 
if the Human Nature, when innocent, could not 
withftand the Temptations of the Serpent, how 
much lefc reafon is there to believe that the Human 
Nature only, when weakened with the oppreflive 
load of guilt, could be able to encounter with, and 
to fubdue and conquer fo powerful an Adverfaiy 
as is here foretold to be fubdued by the Seed of 
the Woman ? And from hence we fee what juft 
reafons we have to conclude, that there was to be 
a conjunction of the Divine and Human Nature in 
Mofes's Seed of the Woman, as well as Ifaiab's 
Immanuel. 

Be fides, if we take a farther Scope, and confi- 
der the Account that was given by Mofes* and 
Ifaiab % of the twofold nature of Chrift's Office, 
we fhall in this refpe& likewife find them in perfefit 
harmony with one another. And furely it would be 
dealing very unjuftly by them, to understand them in 
fuch a Senfc, (when jhey are fpeaking of Chrift's 
Perfon) as would render them irreconcileablewithone 
inother ; and more especially as they are fo much 
inclined to pireferve the fame Jiarmony in the two- 
fold nature of (Thrift's Perfon, as there is prefcrv'd 
between them in the twofold nature of his 
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Office; for let any one confider the Words as 
they ftand, and it will plainly appear, that the 
Seed of the Woman is an Expreflion which al- 
ludes to the twofold nature of Chrift's Perfon* 
For tho* in Mofes's Account there is no Human 
Father mention'd, yet neverthdefe we have very 
good reafon to conclude, that our Promised Deli- 
verer was to affume the Human Nature, becaufe 
he was to be the Seed of the Woman. And tho* 
there is no notice taken of the Divine and Human 
Nature bang conjoin'd together in this firft ac- 
count of him, yet there is the lame proof to be 
coilefted (from the Vidtory which was to be ob- 
tain'd by Him) of this important Truth, as there 
is in Immanuel, the name which was given by 
lfaiah to the Promifed Mefliah. 

But to make this ftill more plainly appear : let us 
How confider thefe words by the fight which may 
be t)btained from this Prophecy of lfaiah. In 
Mofes's account I have obferved that there is no 
Human Father mention'd, but in Ifaiab 9 * account • 
a Human Father is plainly excluded ; becaufe he 
was to be born of a Virgin ; which is likewife agree- 
ing with Mofesthat our Promifed Deliverer was to 
affume the Human Nature, And as he was to 
be of the Tribe of Judab, therefore with great 
reafon he demands Attention from the Houfe of 
David, to that great and important Truth; which 
hfc was then about to difcover to them. Hear, 
O Houfe of David, fays the Prophet, will ye ne- 
ver understand the writings of Mofes, and the Pro- 
phets ? Are ye ftill ignorant of what was foretold 
from the 'beginning ? Namely, that the Seed of 
the VTomtxifhould bruife the Head of the Serpent. 
Is it a, fmatt thing for you to weary men, but will 
you weary* my God alfo ? Therefore the Lord bimfelf 
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/hall give you a Sigm Behold^ a Virgin fhall conceivl 
and hear a Son ; who fhall procure a much more 
wonderful' deliverance for you, than this which you 
now fo earneftly requeft. For as certainly as you 
fhall now be delivered out of the hands of your 
Temporal Enemies, fo certainly fhall he deliver 
you from the Power of your Spiritual Enemy* For 
his name fhaU be called, or he fhall be Immanuet, 
that is being interpreted God with us> and God 
For us ; for. he fhall Bruife the Head of the Ser- 
pent. So very eafily may it be proved, that Mofes'% 
Seed of the Woman, and Ifaiab's ImmameU is 
6ne and the fame Perfon, that if we confider 
this Prophecy with any attention, we fhall find that 
there is icarce a circumftancemention'd in it, but 
will diredt us to the Sacred Perfon of whom it was 
fooken, . And fince Ifaiab has in this Prophecy 
more plainly revealed die twofold nature of Chrift's 
Perfon, than Mofes did, it therefore can never be 
doubted, that the Prophets are to be underftood 
as Expofitors to Mofes. But as Mofes and. Ifaiab 
are both agreed in the twofold nature of Chrift's 
Perfon, fo the Teftimony of the Witncfies, con- 
cerning the miraculous incarnation of the.blefled 
Jefus, can never be invalidated by any argument 
whatever, they having much better Authority for 
it than any that can be produced againft it. And 
therefore, 

Let u$ now proceed to the next part of the Tefti- 
irtony, which they have delivered concerning the 
bleffed Jefus, And this relates to the family, that 
he was a Defcendant of, and the Time and Place 
where he was' born. And in this refpedt, we fhall 
find the fame harmony and agreement between their 
Teftimony and the Predictions of the Prophets, as 
there is in the other. St. Luke proves, that he 
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was of the family of David, by giving us his Gene- 
alogy; and likewife by adding this mod con- 
vincing Circumftance to it; namely, that the Vir- 
gih Mary, his mother, went up with Jofeph her 
husfcand, to the City of David, to be taxed; which 
if can't be fuppofed that either of them would have 
attempted, if they had not been of the Lineage of 
David \ becaufe of the very great concourfe of 
Pebble,- and all the family of David, that were 
then met together: and confequently had either 
Jofeph or Mary been of a different family, they 
would fbon have been difcovered. And therefore, 
as certainly as the Promifed Mefliah was to fpring 
fk>m the root of Jeffe, fo certainly was the bleffed 
Jefbs born of the family of David. 

And now in the next place we are to confider 
tHe Time when the bleffed Jefus was born. This 
St. Luke informs us was, when Herod was King of 
Judea. And in anfwer to this part of St. Luke y % 
Teftimony, I fhall only mention that very remark- 
able prophecy of Ifaiab, chap. xi. 1. There Jhall 
came forth a Rod out of the Stem of Jeffe, and a 
Branch fhall grow out of his Roots ; becaufe in 
this Prophecy we have tf twofold account ; namely, 
of the Family and of the Time When the Promifed 
Mefliah was to be born. For, if I arh rightly in«^ 
fbrrtied, the word which is here rendered. Stem, 
might more properly have been render'd the Stump 
of a Tfee; fuch as when the body is cut away, 
and the Stump only left remaining in the ground. 
And therefore' according to this Prophecy, the 
Tiitie when the Promifed Mefliah was to be born, 
muft be, When the Royal Stile and Dignity of the 
Family of David 1 was ended: at this very Time 
was this Righteous Branch, as fie is ftiled by Je- 
remy, tb fliodt forth frojn fome one of the family* 
Ma* of 
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of David. And according to St. Luke's account, 
at this very Time the bleffed Jefus was born. For 
that Her of, who then had the Throne of David in 
pofleffion, was fo far from being of the family of 
David, that he was neither of the Tribe of Judab y 
nor of any other Tribe wh#foever belonging to 
that people, whom he then prefided over 3 but was 
by birth an Idumean : and confequently the Royal 
Stile and dignity of the family of David, was then 
cut down to the ground. And now if we take in- 
to our confideration the Prophecy of Daniel 9 s weeks, 
we fhall find, that not only the Time of the nativity, 
but likewife the precife Time when the Promifed 
Mefliah was to be cut off, were both moft plainly 
foretold by the Prophets. And on the other hand, 
if the TeftimOny delivered by the Witneffes is com-' 
pared with Daniel and Ifaiah, we fhall find them 
perfectly agreeable with the Prophets in both thefe 
particulars* 

Again \ the next thing to be confidered is, the 
Place where the Promifed Mefliah was to be born. 
TheTeftimony delivered of the blefled Jefus is, 
that he was born in Bethlehem : and according to the 
Prophets account Bethlehem is the place, where 
the Promifed Mefliah was tp be born. But, thou 
Bethlehem, tho 9 thou art little among the Tboufands 
ofJudah,yet out of thee fhall come forth unto me, that 
is to be Ruler in Ifrael, wbofe goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlafting, Mich. v. 2. 
And here we have an account, not only of the 
place, where Chrift was to be born, but likewife 
another very plain account of the twofold nature of 
his Perfon 5 as will moft plainly appear if we com- 
pare this Prophecy with the Oath, that was made 
to the Seed of David, whofe Throne is to remaia 
to all eternity ; and confequently, whatfoevtf was 
# irons 
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from all eternity, and is to remain to all eternity* 
muft be God. But to fay any thing more upon 
this Subject would be needlefs, having plainly 
fliewn from thePromife made to David, and like- 
wife from Ifaiab's Imrnanuel, and alfo from Mofes 9 % 
Seed of the Woman, that the Promifed Mefliah 
was to be God-Man. And therefore, 

-Pafs we now to the great end for which the Di- 
vine and Human Nature were to be thus conjoined 
together ; which was, to fufFer for the Human Na- 
ture, and to deliver the Human Nature from the 
fnare of the Tempter. The firft account of this 
is in the original Promife, in the Promife made as 
loon as guilt was contracted, and all Human Na- 
ture became obnoxious to Death the Punifliment 
due to guilt; and afterwards it was moft plainly pre- 
figured out by Abraham offering up his Son Ifaac. 
And then again by Mofes, when he lifted up the 
Brazen Serpent on a Pole in the wildernefs-, in 
which prefiguration never was Type and Anti-type 
more agreeable to one another. For as there was 
no other cure for the venomous bite of, the fiery 
Serpent, but by lifting up a Brazen Serpent on a 
Pole j fo neither was there any other cure for the 
venomous Bite of the old Serpent, but by lifting up 
Chrift the Promifed Seed on the Crofs. That as in 
the Difobedience of the firft man Adam all die, fo 
in the Death of Chrift all might be healed of this 
deadly potion Sin: that is, as they who looked 
with an Eye of Faith on the Brazen Serpent, that 
was lifted upon a pole in the wildernefs, received a 
cure for the venom of tte fiery Serpent, fo fhall 
they likewife receive a perfedt cure, fpr their dead- 
ly poifon Sin, who with an Eye of Faith ftedfaftly 
rely on the meritorious Sufferings of their Bruifed 
Redeemer, who was likewife liftal up on the Crofs. 
M 3 Again} 
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Again; another predi&ion concet:ningChrift , $ Suf- 
ferings, and one that is yery nearly related to the 
former, is from David, They pierced my hands 
and my feet, lays the Prophet, Pfa. xxii. 16. 
which is a fad that was never laterally made true, 
but when this Eminent Perfon, who was to be of 
the Seed of David, was nailed to the Crofs. And 
if never laterally made true, it can't be fup- 
pofed, that it would have been recorded in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures* but as it had reference to this 
Eminent Perfon, who from the beginning h?d been 
appointed to be bruised, and to bruise the Head 
of the Serpent. And indeed, in this whpjepialm, 
there is little more contained, than an account of 
feveral particulars that were to ripen into event, 
and receive their accomplifhment when this Emi- 
nent Perfon was nailed to the Crofi. The £//", 
Eliy lama fabaBhani, is an Exclamation that w^s 
ufed by pur blefled Lord ; and', in my opinion, 
for no other reafon, but in compliance with whajt 
was foretold iii the firft verfe of this Pfalm ; io likp 
manner as when he declared, that ' he thkflred ; 
which St. John informs us, was faid, fhat the Scrip; 
ture might be fulfilled. And being thus under- 
ftood, they both prove what gre^t care was takeg 
by our bleflecj Lortf, even in his l#t dying rao^ 
ments, that every part of prpphecy ihould receiy? 
its full accomplishment ; and confequently are of 
great ufe to us (if >ve will take him for our example) 
in as much as they teach us to improye every mo- 
ment of our Time tp the beft advantage. l Again % 
there is tfie parting pf bis garments, and thfeafting 
lotts upon his vefture, &?c. which bewg foretok} 
in this Pfalm, are likewjfc fet down by the Eyange- 
Jift as predi&icms that receive4 their accomplifh- 
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jnent, when this Eminent Perfbn was pouring out 
his Soul unto Death. 

Agaip ; by Ifaiab it was foretold that the Pro- 
mifedNtefliah was to be numbered witbTranf 
gfejfbrs : and by the Difciples we are informed that 
the biefled Jefus was crucified between two thieves. 
By the Pafchal Lamb it was prefigured out, that a 
Bone of Him was not to be broken : And by the 
Evangelifts we are informed, that tho* the Legs of 
the two Malefaftors were broken, that were cru- 
cified with the bleffed Jefos, yet his were no£ 
And therefore let any one who confiders this Cir- 
cumftance fay, for what reafon did it fo happen that 
the biefled Jefos died fo foddenly, that Pilate mar- 
velled ; unlefe to fulfill what had been prefigured out 
by the Pafchal Lamb. And thus we fee what an 
abundance of proof may be collected from the Old 
Tcftament to confirm and ftrengthen our faith in 
the. feveral truths that are recorded in the New. 

Again ; by Mofes we are told, that the promifed 
Seed was to be Bruifed. And by the EvangeRft 
wc are informed, that when the side of the biefled 
Jefas was pierced, by the Roman Soldiers, forth- 
with, thqre came out blood and water ; or a Coagu- 
lum and Serum, which are the very eflential Proper- 
ties of a Bruife, And therefore as Pilaris In- 
fcriprion teftified of the biefled Jefus, that this WaS 
he who had been foretold by the Prophets to hi 
born King of the Jews^ that Eminent Perfon whom 
they had fo long expe&ed ; fo likewife did the 
blood and water teftify that this was he, who from 
the Beguiling had undertaken to be bruifed, and 
to bruife the Head of the Serpent y as will moll 
plainly appear by his Refurreftion. And this like- 
wife having been foretold by Mofes and the Pro- 
phets «, fo it was the Bufinefs of the Difciples to 
M 4 give 
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give us an accpunt of this alfo, as well a$ of the 
Death of the blefled Jefus. And in this part of 
(heir Teftimony, we fhall find the lame harmony 
and agreement between them and the Prophets, 
as there is in all other particulars. For that Afo- 
fes's Bruife which confiding of coagulated blood, 
J>ut not putrified, and likjpwife that Davifs Death 
wifhopt Corruption, can jae underftood to fignify 
no other kind of Peath but fuch as was to be of a 
yerylhprt continuance, has, I think, been fuffi? 
ciently pfov'd already. And agreeabfe to this, 
the Difciples have infpripefi us, that the blefled 
jcfiis rofe from the (dead on the third day. An4 
fince we read that the weather was cold, when this 
great and memorable Event received its accom r 
"pliftiment, as cold naturally prevents putrefa&ion ; 
{p there is not the leaft reafonable room to doubt, 
that the Refijrredtion of the blefled Jefus was per- 
formed according to the manner prefcribed by the 
Prophets. And now was eyer one Egg more like 
another ? The one is the Prophets account of whaf 
was to be done by thePromifedMefliah; and the 
other is the Witnefles account of what they law 
done by the blpfied Jefps. And (ince there appears 
to be a perfeft harmony and agreement between 
them both; thatis, between the Expositors of the 
Prpmife, and t|icm ^rko werp appointed to beaj 
record pf the Prprnife fulfilled: the Truth of 
Chriftianity mufi therefore be ynqueftionable. Fof 
inftanee % if the Teftpnony of the Witnefles is fully 
fufficient to maintain the Veracity of the Prophets, 
then I would gladly know, how, or by what means, 
the Prophets could forefpe, that a Virgin fhouk} 
cpncdve, and bring forth a Son ; and that fhe 
ihpuld be of the family of David \ apd that Im 7 
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wanuel, her Offspring, fhould* be born in Betbk- 
km 9 at the Time when the Royal Stile and Dig- 
nity of the family of David was cut down to the 
ground ; and that this Eminent Perfon fhould be 
carried into Egypt^ and afterwards brought back 
again into Galilee •, that he fhould be a worker of 
miracles * that he fhould be nailed to the Crofc * 
find that he fhould rife from the Dead, within the 
fpace qf three Days. If you fay that this could not 
have been foretold, but by Divine Infpiration 5 then 
it is moft certain that this Eminent Perion was thus 
nailed to the Qrofs for our Tranfgreffioris, that in 
and thro 9 the merits of his Sufferings we 'might be 
delivered from Death, the Punifhment due to Sin; 
provided we ^re of the Number of that Many who 
have entered intp his Covenant * becaufe this like- 
wife was foretold by the famePerfons who foretold 
fhe other. 

And from hejjce it is very evident, that we do 
not believe the Teftimony of the Witnefles, 
becaufe we believe it, as has been falfdy affertcd; 
no, nor yet becaufe the Difciples wrought 
piracies in confirmation of the Trpth of it ; 
but becaufe we muft either deny the Veracky of 
fhe Prophets, or we cannop difbelifcve their Tefti- 
jnony ; and how we can pretend to deny the Ve- 
racity of the Prophets, and yet allow their writings 
fo be of Divine Authority, is mjjch more than I am 
fble to comprehend. And fince in their writings 
we find every thing foretold, that was afterwards 
proved to be done by the blefled Jcfus, it will 
therefore be in vain to difpute the Veracity of 
fhe Witneffes 5 for as the Teftimony of the Wit- 
neffes convinces us of the Veracity of the Prophets, 
fo the predictions of the Prophets fupport and 
fxjaint^ thf Veracity of th? Witpeffes. And 
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fince the Writings of the Prophets are perfeftly a-» 
greable to what had been foretold from the begin- 
ning ; fince there is a perfeft harmony between 
Mofes and the Prophets, as well as between* the Pro- 
phets and the Witneffes, it therefore can be of 
no manner of ufe to the Unbeliever to be bufied in 
railing his Obje&ions againft the one or the other, 
for the whole rauft be overthrown before we -can 
leffen the Credit of either : that is, as it appears that 
all things, which were foretold by the Prophets in 
explanation of the Promife, are perfectly agreeable 
to the feveral Truths contained therein ; and fince 
h likewife appears that the Teftimony delivered 
by them who were appointed to bear record of the 
Promife fulfilled, is perfe&ly agreable to the Wri* 
. tings of them who had been appointed to explain 
the Promife. In a Word : Since Mofes and the 
Prophets, and the Witneffes are all agreed in the 
twofold nature of Chrift's Perfbn and Office ; as 
they muft nccefFarily fupport and maintain the 
Writings of each other, fo the Truth of Chriftiant- 
ty mtift therefore be unqueftionablc. 

For is not Harmony and a ftrift agreement be- 
tween the Witneffes fufficient to maintain the 
Truth of any Teftitaony deliver'd ? undoubtedly it 
is. And yet there never was any harmony fo 
powerfully convincing as this which appears for 
the truth of Chriftianity. For tho* in other cafes 
the Witneffes by frequently converfing together, 
may be perfe&ly agreable with one another, even 
when the Teftimony which they have deliver'd 
is falfe; yet in the prefent cafe we are to ob* 
ferve, that nothing of this nature could happen ; 
there being much about four thoufand Years from 
the firft, to the laft difcovery of this bruifed Son 
of Promife, And Mofes the Perfon who* revived 
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the Promife, and the Prophets the Perfons who 
explained it, being dead long before the Witnefies 
to the Accomplishment of it were fent to bear 
record of the P«oipifc fulfilled. 

But to thi$ perhaps it will be abje&ed, that 
«' tho* Mofes and the Prophets were dead, yet as 
♦' their Writings were extant, fa the Difciples 
<c might from thence collqft all that had been laid 
*' upon that fubjeft. Which will amount to the 
" very lame thing, .as if Mofes and the Prophets 
" had been alive and converfant with the Difci- 
" pies". But in anfwer to this obje&ion, when 
we confider the fatal confequence of that miftaken 
Nqtion, which poevailed over the Jews, concern- 
ing a Temporal Deliverer, it will jhen very plainly 
appear, that the writings of the Prophets were of 
no ufe to the Difciples tho* they were extant. For 
that the moft learned Doctors were fo blinded by 
t\m Error, that even they as well as the reft of 
mankind? wjere altogether ignorant of the true 
fenfe and meaning of die Prediftions of the Pro* 
phets, is I think very apparent from the ignorance 
which they iabour under to this very Day. And 
therefore if thefe men, who had not only time 
enough and to fpare, but likewife learning enough, 
to qualify them for perufing the Writings of the 
Prophets, were by this miftaken notion of a tem- 
poral Deliverer, render'd unable to comprehend the 
true fenfe and meaning of thofe writings », it can 
never be imagin'd that the Difciples, who were 
poor illiterate Fifhermen, who were obliged to earn 
their bread by the fweat of their brows, and con- 
sequently who had little or no time to fpare, for 
perufing the writings of the Prophets, could 
colleft any thing from thence : and more eipecial- 
Jy if they, as well as the reft of the Jews, were in- 

■ fefted 

Digitized by VjOOQ LC 



x jr* 32' Prophets the Expqfitors of the Promife, 
fe&ed with this miftaken Notion of a Temporal 
Deliverer. And from hence it is, I think, very evi- 
dent, that this objection can be of no weight, be- 
caufe this miftaken notion of a Temporal Delive- 
rer was not only rooted in the Minds of the 
Difciples, but likewife fo deeply rooted, that it 
was with utmoft difficulty to be eradicated from 
them ; as appears by their whole converfation 
with our blefled Lord during his Abode with them, 
and more particularly in that remarkable queftion 
which is faid to have been propounded by them 
all, to our blefled Lord after his Refurreftion ; 
ASs i. 6. by which it appears that even then 
there were fomc Expectations of a Temporal De^ 
liverer remaining ; and. as there is full and Effici- 
ent proof of this, fo it is demonftrably plain, that 
tho* the Writings of the Prophets were extant, 
yet the Difciples had received as little Advan- 
tage from their writings as the reft of the Jews : 
that is, neither they nor the reft of the Jews had 
any Knowledge of the true fenfe and meaning of 
them. And tho' it appears from the ufe that the 
Difciples made of thofe Writings immediately af- 
terwards, that they had obtained a perfedt Knoww 
ledge of every Truth, that had been foretold by 
the Prophets, concerning the Promifed Mefiiah : 
Yet this can never be afcribed to any flcilt or induf- 
try of their own ; but rather to that fpirit of 
Wifdom which was then promifed fhould affift 
them in delivering their Teftimony of the Accom- 
pkfhment of the Promife. And therefore the 
Force of this part of the Argument is fo far from 
being diminifhed by the Writings of the Prophets 
being extant •, that if we confider how univerfelly 
their Writings were mifinterpreted, and how deeply 
thi? miftaken notion of % Temporal Deliverer was 
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rooted in mankind ; and if we confider likewifc 
how very fuddenly, after this Promife was made, . 
the Difciples obtained a pioft perfedt knowledge in 
the Writings of the Prophets, upon this account 
only their Teftimpny will become much more 
powerfully convincing ; it being impoffible to con- 
ceive how or by what means they could fo fudden- 
ly arrive at fuch a perfeft knowledge in the wri- 
tings of the Prophets,' unlets it was by the Influence 
of that Spirit of Wif&om, which had been pro- 
mifed fhould affift them in delivering this Teftimo- 
ny. And therefore if we confider this matter 
rightly, as there is the fame evident tokens of di- 
vine Infpiration, affifting the difciples in the deli- 
vering of their Tefftmony*, as there is in the pre- 
dictions of the Prophets, fo the writings of both 
muit be of equal authority. . 

And yet once more, and in order to fhew what a 
powerful influence their Teftimony ought to have 
over us, we are to obferve, that tho' in many 
other cafes Temporal Advantage may perfuade 
Mankind to endeavour to impofe upon us; yet, in 
the prefent cafe, it is very certain, that no fuch 
Temptation was offered them, *Tis very certain, 
that no other Reward was promifcd, for the trouble 
and perfecution which they were to meet with, 
for bearing Teftimopy to the Accomplifhment of 
the Promife, but in the World to come. And it 
is no lefs certain, that if they had not been tho- 
roughly aflured of being recompenfed in the World 
to come, they would never have fubtnitted them- 
felves to thofe Hardfhips, which they afterwards moft 
readily and freely underwent. For 'tis very obfer- 
vable, that when their Matter was firft taken, they 
all forfook him and fled, excepting one, who, tho* 
he followed him, yet when he perceived his Maf- 
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ter*s diriger, his, ortCe boafted, courage' and cori- 
ftancy was fo totally extinguifhed, that he denied 
him wiflx a threefold AbjtoratioA. Arid notwith- 
standing this, immediately afttrwkfds', the : Scene 
was chalnged, and the fetttftirei Sheep (iho* their 
Shepherd was jfatofraj were gathered tdgethef again; 
and they afl chofe rtther t6 die for theif Mafter, 
than to deny him arty more* And* What could 
produce fo unexpected a Change, but the certain- 
ty of their protaibd' Reward ? WHlft the Difciples, 
Wee the reft of the jtofctf, Were clouded with car- 
nal* Notions -, when the PrdfceSfc of etenial happt- 
nds was but faintly rlsprefehtdd; 'fftas* their Bufi- 
nefs ta make fare of the happinefe thkt the prefent 
Ipife afforded : but whetf convinced, by th£fr Maf- 
ter's Refiirre&ion, of the certainty of eternal Hap- 
pinefs in referve •, when a' Crdwrt of Gtery was 
placed in fall view, 'twas theft Intereffi to give up 
ail their Happinefe, in the prefetit Life, to fecure 
that which was to come. And if we may thus 
eafily {icrceive by what Motive the Difciples were 
influenced inthefe two different Stations •, namely, 
before and: after they were converted ; then we may 
likewife as eafily perceive the- Sincerity of their In- 
tentions. For as this great and wonderfulchange 
could norbeefffe&ed by any other Means, than the 
knowledge and fall affurance of Being recompenfed 
in the world to come; fo it is morally impofnblc to 
believe, that they could have had any fuch expec- 
tations, provided they had had any defigns of de- 
ceiving in View, Had this been the cafe, they 
might, and undoubtedly would, have had juft rea- 
fons to have dreaded the punifhment in the world to 
come ; but not the lcaft glimmering hope of a Re- 
compence hereafter. And therefore, if the Coar- 
age.and Rcfplution which they aflumed, is a preg- 
nant 
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fiant Proof of their Innocency, and of the Honef- 
ty and Sincerity of their Intentions ; then whoever 
confiders what an innumerable Company of Mar- 
tyrs freely laid down their Lives in proof of the 
Truth of Chriftianity, muft allow that no ftronger 
proof of this nature can reasonably be required, 
than Chriftianity produces in proof of the Sinceri- 
ty of thofe* who were concerned m the firft Efta- 
blifhment of it. And therefore, fince in all other 
cafes we readily fubmit to Harmony l and ftrift Agrce- 
ent in the Witnefles (tho* it is not impoffible 
but that we may be impofed on) haw much more 
readily ought we to yield our Affent in this, where 
the parties concerned had no temptation to deceive 
us ? on the contrary, where the porfecution that 
gurfucd them for propagating the Christian Faith, 
would foon have put an End to their Defigns, if 
the Honefty and Sincerity of their Intentions, and 
the full aflfurancQ of being recompenfed in, the 
World to come, had not fuppofted them under 
it? 

And yet once more: Who can produce iuch a 
numerous train of proofs, for the probat of any 
one Truth whatever, as the .'bfefied Jefiw (who is 
tjie Author andFihifher of oyr Faith) does, for. his 
being the True Son of Promifc ?. The firft proof of 
this kind bears date with, the firft Man:^i»m* Na 
foQnerWas §in committed, butajefas.(*. e. aJDeli- 
vaper) was.promifed, who was fio be. braiftd, and 
tp bruife the. rfead of the Serpent •, that is y to fuf- 
fer, for Sin,, and to deliver us from the puaiflunent 
due, tq Sin, as has been fuljy prami already. So 
tjiat the Dp&rine of a Hiwtfan Suflbier. to be 
jnade % Spiritual Saviour, was fo far from being, art- 
fully coritrived by the Difciples,, that- it is* as* old as 
the Creation j which furely muft' be a Matter pf no 
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fmall Comfort to 'every finccre Chriftian* when he 
confiders, that the Means whereby he hopes to be 
laved, is no other than what was appointed for 
his Salvation, as loon as he ftood in need of a Sa- 
viour, that is, as foon as Sin was committed. 

Again, it was afterwards ratified and confirmed 
in a Promifc made to Abraham ; and it was like- 
wife typified by Abraham's offering up his Son 
Ifaac \ and it was afterwards frequently ratified and 
confirmed by the Prophets. And as the Law can't 
poffihly be underftood in any other Senfe but Ty- 
pical, at leaft without rendering Mofes inconfiftcnt 
with himfelf ; fo this likewife muftjoin in concert 
with the Prophets to confirm and ftrengthen the 
Teftimony, that was delivered concerning the 
Superior Excellency and faving Qualities of the 
Promifed Sacrifice. And ftill to make this Tefti- 
mony more powerfully convincing ; no fooner had 
the Witneffes declared, that the Levitical Inftituti- 
on was weak and ineffectual, and near the end, 
but this Inftitution (tho* of Divine Appointment) 
was depofed. . And that nothing might be wanting 
to ftrengthen their Teftimony, the Perfons who de- 
livered it were invefted with a power to work mira- 
cles. And from hence, I think, it is very evident, 
that if ever any one Truth deferved to be credited, 
yet none can cqi&ly deferve to be credited with 
this, .which was firft foretold by Mofes* and after- 
wards more and more explain'd by the Law and 
the Prophets \ and was at laft fully proved by the 
Witneffes. For as no one Truth can produce fuch a 
Numerous Train of proofs to fupport it ; fo nei- 
ther can any one Truth produce fuch powerful 
proofs to convince us of the Certainty of it. For 
whether we confider the knowledge that the Wfc- 
heffes obtained after they had received the Prtttife 
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f>f the Spirit of Wifdom ; or whether we confider 
the Courage and Resolution which they aflumed 
after they were convinced of their Matter's Refur* 
^eflaon'i or whether we confider the Harmony and 
ftrift Agreement that appears between the writing* 
<ff the Prophets who were the Expofitors of the Pro* 
mife, and Teftimony that was given by them who 
were appointed to hear witnefc to the Accomplifli- 
racnf of it ; as every one of thefe proofs carries with 
-them evident tokens of the Divine Original from 
whence they proceeded *, fo • therefore if ever any 
Teftimonymay be laid to be unqueftionabfe, yetnont 
can more jirftly b<* deemed fo, than theTeftimony 
delivered by the Difciples concerning the Death and 
Refurreftion of the bleflfed Jefus. 

And yet farther h > befides thele proofs, which 
are here mentioned, I have juft now taken notice 
af two others * namely, the downfall of the Levi* 
ileal Inftitution, aril the power of working mira- 
cles; both which are proofs of fbch power and 
force, as muft needs render it more wife and 
tnore prudent to doubt ahy ching, rather than the 
Teftimony of Witnefles that Is fo well fupported •, 
becaufe we can never make the leaft attempt of 
this kind, without denying the Divine Attributes. 
For if we acknowledge, that the Levitical Indica- 
tion was of Divihe Appointment ; we muft like- 
wife acknowledge, that it could not be depofed by 
any other Power* but that only by which it ha4 
'been eftablifhed* And if we confider, that it U 
»ow above Seventeen hundred years fince this Infti* 
tution .has been depofed, we may, I think, very 
iafely conclude, that it is now totally overthrown* 

Let us, therefore, confider the Nature of the 
Teftimony delivered againft it, but juft before thr 
<lownfell ol vl The fupa and fubft^nca of wfccj* 
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is, that as the Promife was juft then fulfilled ift 
the Death arid Refurre&ion of the blefled Jcfus ; 4b 
the Levitical Inftitution, which was no more thitti 
a Shadow of the good things contained in the Pro- 
mife, was then become ufelefs. And finee this Iii- 
•ftitution was depofed immediately after the DifiS- 
ples had given this Teftimony againft it, no ftron*- 
ger proef need be required in confirmation of die 
Truth of their Teftimony, than what was given 
by the Downfall of this Inftitution ; and confe- 
quently We have v^y good reafon to believe, that 
their Teftimdny was moft certainly true. For tho* 
it would be very abfurd to foppofe, that God 
would either caufe, Or fuffer this Inftitution to be de- 
pofed before the end for which it had been ordained 
was fully anfwered by it; yet furely it would be 
much more abfurd to fuppofe that God would fiif- 
fer it to be depofed at fuch a feafon as this; namely, 
juft when the Difciples were declaiming againft it, 
provided their Declamations had been falfe; not 
only becaufe of the very great confirmation which 
would, by this means, have been given to thair 
Teftimony, but likewife becaufe of the ill effe&s 
which muft neceflarily attend it, tlup* ail the Ge- 
nerations that were to facceed after this Inftitution 
was depofed. For if by reafon of this Circumftance 
we, who live in the prefent Age, find ourfelves in- 
vincibly bound to believe the feveral Truths that 
were attefted by thefe Witneffes -, undoubtedly fo 
were they. And therefore as this Circumftance 
: could not fail of having a powerful Influence 
wherever it was rightly confidered ; it therefore can 
never be imagined, that any fuch Circumftance 
'Would: have been given in favour ofthe Difciples, 
^provided ' their Teftimony had been falfe : becaufe 
by thj$ means, they gnly, who maft dcferve-Mer* 
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cy, would be of .all others the moft likely perfons 
to be deprived of Mercy, ( #. e.) they, who en* 
tertain the jufteft notions >f the Divine Attributes* 
would undoubtedly be the moft likely Perfons to 
be knpofed upon. For inftahce* they who ac- 
knowledge the infinite Wifdom and Powelf of God 
can by no means allow, that the Levitical Instituti- 
on could have been depofed without his confent. 
And they, who acknowledge his Mercy and 
Truth, will never be perfaaded to believe that he 
would have given his confent to the Depofition of 
it, provided the Teftimony, delivered by the Dif- 
ciples, had been falfe. And therefore, let it now 
beiiippofed, that the Levitical Inftitution is the on- 
ly faving Inftitution •, and that they who have left it* 
are goric put of the road to Salvation, notwirhftand* 
ing they juftly plead the confideration of the Di- 
vine Attributes, as their reafofl for fo doing ; and it 
will then very evidently appear, that they who en- 
tertain the righteft notions of God, and ad moft 
conformably to thofe notions, and confequendy 
moft deferve mercy, are, of all others, the moft 
likely to be deprived of mercy. But tho' this is 
an Abfurdity almoft too grofs to be once thought on * 
yet, I think, they who obftinately adhere to the 
, Levitical Inftitution, ought to confider the validity 
of this Argument, by which means it will very 
plainly appear, that they, who foil adhere to the 
Levitical Inftitution, can have but very {lender no* 
tions of die Divine Attributes, tho* they ftreiw- 
oufly argue to the contrary; tho* they do very 
..readily acknowledge that God is the fountain of all 
Pcrfe&ion. But this can be of little or no nfe 
to any one, fo long as it may be proved agaipft 
him, that, in point of pra&ice, he plainly denies, 
what he pretends to believe* 

Na' And 
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And that this is art accufatbn that the Jew 
may very juftly be chafed with, and foch as he 
can never acquit himfelf of, by any argument what-* 
ever, fo long as he adheres to the LwiHcallviSfc 
tution, will I think very eafily be proved * fob 
how can it be faid, that this Inftkuion was depofed 
without the confent of him, by whom it had been 
eftablirtied, at leaft without denying his authority 
apd power ? Or which way can this Error be a- 
voided without running into another as bad ? For 
if we fay that it was depofed with his confent, and 
yet deny the Truth of the Teftimony, that waft 
delivered againft it, but juft before the downfall of 
it ; we then accufe God of having made himfelf a 
party with the Deceivers, and having contributed 
his affiftance towards the Eftablifhment of fuch 
Teftimony as we maintain to be falfe. And can 
any one who ftill adheres to the Leviticai Inftitu- 
tion be faid to believe the Divine Attributes ? 
Surely they can't. For if we fay that God is a 
Being poffeft of infinite Wifctam, Power, Mercy,, 
and Truth ; I fuppofe we mean by this, that he 
always afts according to thefe Attributes •, for other- 
4 wife it would be to very lktle purpofe whether he 
* is poffeft of any foch Perfe&ions or no. And -how 
we can pre&nd to fay that God does aft agreabte 
to thefe perfe&iortsi and yet make him a principal 
patty in aftifting.the Defignsof the Deceivers, is 
more than I am able to comprehend. And- thus 
much will I prefume be fufficieht to £rove, that 
therfc is no poffibility of denying the Teftimony of 
' the Witneffes, without denying the Divine Attri- 

* butes. • And therefore we can't avoid concluding 

* that the Law was no more than a Shadow of the. 
good things contained in the Promife 5 and that 

* . the 
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the Rock that caft tfa^t fcadow was Chrift the 
Ptadmifed Seed. 

But if the daitn&ttof the Levitictl Iaftitutioti 
fhould fail of convincing us of the Truth of the 
Teftnhony, which wa& delivered againft it but juft 
before it was depbfed, then there is the Gift of 
working Miracles to be confider'd ; and as this is 
a gift that is not to be obtained from any other 
Bring but him only, who rules all things ; fo it 
Will be in vam to deny any Teftimony that is (o 
weU fopported. And fincc the Pownfall of th« 
Leviticd InftitutioiH and the power of working 
nwades are both of them proofs of the. fame kind* 
ft&ng in- coryunftion wkh one another, it will 
therefore be in vain for the modern Jty> 10 pre-» 
tend cb deny, that the Difcipies wrought miracles 
ia^onfirmariott of the Truth of their Teftimony % 
forfirice they havp the Divine Affiflance ftr<ngd* 
tuihgand oonfirmitig the truth of their TeftioH^y^ 
titit only in the downfall of the Ltoitkal loftfcittfc 
btVbut likewife in the keeping ftdepofed, eyejs 
foot they declared that it was become uftlqfe $ w« 
rtwty therefore wkh very good reafoa conclude, th*t 
Goddidlifkewife affift their endearowrs, by ei\*bfcig 
them to work Miracles \ and morfc specially &* st# 
Iffatuitt «f 4he Teftimony, which was- to be deli- 
iteted by them, w the Office which tbey were ap* 
pointed m ewoote, required any fochafliftance ; and 
as *hi* a matter of no fmall advantage t0w^rds co^r 
Staling the Tsuth of this part tof the argument/o^| 
it *k$wife*n affair that xtiay Very ea% b$ pipped, 
- For, wiioevet conliders hdw greatty the Repue 
tation of the Pjcphets, who- were the Esjpofitora 
bf tf|e Promiole, depanded on *he Credit ; of ahpm 
fffio were appointed to bear record of thePwiiife 
foiled 5 ntuft 4>wn> that it was tighly aeoeffary 
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that the Witneffes to the Acfomplifhment cf tfcS 
Promife fhould be ehabled to work miracles. 
Again ; whoever cbnficlers that the Levttical InRi* 
tution was of divine Appointment, muft owif 
that it was highly neceflary that the Perforis fcnt to 
exclaim againft it fhould be invefted with this 
Power ; for unlefi they were able to produce their 
Credentials, there is no manner of reafbn to behevs 
^hat their Teftimony would have been in the kaft 
regarded. And therefore, fince it is very evident 
that there was a neceflity for enabling the Difciples 
to work Miracles, it will be to no purpofe for the 
modern Jew to deny, that they had this Gift be- 
flowed upon them ; for as the Nature of (hfe 
Office that they were appointed to, and the Tefc 
timony which they were to deliver, proves the ne* 
ceffity of it ; fo the Perfections of the Divine Be-* 
iftg, by whom they were fent, prpves, that they 
were not fent without it. And as the downfall of 
the 2>v/7*Wlnfhtution is another convincing proof 
of their Divine Legation ; fo when the powerful 
force of both thefe proofs are rightly confider'dg 
there will be no denying the Truth of the Tefti* 
itoorty, which was delivered againft it, juft before 
the downfall of it. For tho* miracles have in thepi 
a power to convince us of the Trtith of fuch Ttft 
timony, as would otherwife have been very doubt- 
ful J* yet furely much more powerfully convincing 
will all fuch Tpftimony be, which is proved true* 
by the event that immediately follows after it* 
that is , when the thing foretold receives its full 
^ccomplifiunent both according to the time and 
manneiy as is mentioned in the prediction. ' . 

Had' the Levitical Ipftitution, been depeftd 
without any thing faid againft it, there would have 
jbeeri ibme.rQom &r conjedure about it > but euttt 

then, 
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thpi, provided we fhould confider how long it has . 
been depofed, we fhould find very fufficient Reafon 
for concluding that it was never intended as a 
laving Inftitution. For tho* it is now totally abo- 
lished, and has been for thefe feventeen hundred 
Tears and upwards, there is even yet as much 
neceflity for an Inftitution, whereby we may be 
dcanfed from our Sins as ever *, and therefore it 
rauft needs be highly derogatory to the divine Per- , 
fedions to imagine, that tfris Inftitution would 
have been depofed for £0 many hundred years, if it 
had been any thing more than a typical Inftitution. 
But when we confider that there were twelve men 
railed up, who by the many miracles which they 
wrought, gave evident proof of their Divine Le- 
gation* and fince thefe Men declared, that they 
were fem to fcrewarh mankind of the great dan- 
ger of expe&ng to be healed of that deadly poi- 
fen Sin, by the Levitical Sacrifices •, and to diredt 
diem to that eminent Perfan, who was appointed 
tp fatisfy for Sin as foon as Sin was committed ; 
and immediately after this, the Levitical Inftituti- 
on* tho* of Divine Appointment, was depofed, 
and has fo remained ever fince \ nothing furely, 
but the moft confummate obftinacy, can withftand 
the force of fuch Teftimony. 
•; Nor will it be of any manner of ufe to the Jew 9 
to plead the fhrewd Shocks that the Law received m 
any of the former Captivities y for as the greateft 
Calamity that ever was infii&ed on this Peopfe 
was nothing like this which is to be their laft, 
.from which there will be no Redemption (without 
they eater into DanieFs Covenant) fo the Com- 
; plaints, that were formerly made, were againft the 
People* but here a chief part of the Complaint 
waft againft the l*w itfdf. And fuch is the 
•c.r N 4 abundant 
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abundant proof given in jtfftificafet of thofe'cofh^ 
plaints, that to difown th& Truth of them is t& 
withftand the power and forCfc 6f attthfctik fitted* 
For as the cafe now (lands; they ate lUpp&tatifcy 
the Divine Attributes and ty the original i^omife, 
and not by thefe only* but likewife by thi P*o|*fe» 
and the Law itfelf ; which whencafeMy e*axameck 
we muft acknowledge, was nd more thart a 8hddv& cf 
good things to come ; becaufe there wasrofach Se*d 
to be facrificed under it, as that which front tfce be- 
ginning had been appointed to be bruised add to 
bruise the Hea# of the Stopcflt. And if typical, 
it muft neceflarily be depofed on or ato^t *» 
Time that the Antitype appeared ; not fosftgr* be- 
eaufe till then the end for, which- it had; b&ft or- 
daine4 would not have been fully anfwe^d hf it : 
Nor could it continue much lottg&v KMalUfe «fce 
end for which it had been drained, b^ing th^h 
fully anfwered, k muft necrf&iily btt&neft ufi^ 
Ids. .... » I 

. And a^rcabie to this, is the Teftiittony.diF tife 
Witncfies. And tho* wbeinhey are exafttfMiA fcj* 
themfelvcs, there is good and fcflfioierie rea&n<& 
reft fully iatisfied of the Truth of their* itefcfc 
mony ; tho* chgre is not a fmgle Circiimftft^e fg~< 
lating to them, but whatgwres great weight ffttheit* 
^eftiJiwhyvy^What is thi&an*oag|ft fobh anvfrrtereus 
train of uproots? For coreficfer what *:JKAtffc*»- 
fill proof may be drawn from the Efttfiftt &t!tf* 
bates; arid confider likjewife what a doAVi^Mg* 
argument may rbe dnawn from die oflgintt Pf«* 
ipife* according: to whkivWe'firtdy that ttiftrStai- 
of theWomtmt the fanier Nawtfa that had SffeX#^ 
ed, was the true qa& only Seed appointed taft(&y 
for Sin; arkl aktliis *m ai&ed that Wtoa&ttttf 
forbidden to tj>e -mtcrmiri^ed arhdngft the i*^A^ 
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/aJSaeHfiees, ft> ; thft InflittKioti ean rtcrfcf be Un- 
dBrftoed in ihy" ather Schfe but Typical. 

« ©foifiridr Mtetfifc #hit a p«f fcrful proof againft 
tfci weakflefi 4ri9 i; !iW»^iv«W* of the Levitkal 
Sacrifice* e*ery £ak W frdpfteey is that foretells 
* tacffiah fo.b&fcut off for biM-Tran^reflions. 
Fw tfhat nectffit^ ttoifti* dWre be tot a Human 
Suflfcrtr to be tttatte-a SphteiaSatfbifr, if the Bru- 
tal Sacrifices hadndt been akogfether inefffcStoal to 
teal us of that de&Jiy |x>ifon, Sm? Nothing hutfe 
was wanted tfrbedqSbfbr matikihd, but this* 1 and 
th*9fr6m$i4 bfcgMiiihg, as we are' informed by;* 
Mafe% *» Att office appointed to the Seed of th« 
Woman. And therefore every part bf Prophecy* 
ttiat foretells a Mdfiih to bfe cat bfFfbr our Tranf- J 
greffidtis, it perffeiftl^ d£refcabfe 'to? l wHat had bee* 
revealed by Mbfe\ thtf it is altog&hef hteto'n- 
cilabie with the Lemihd Inftitofioft, .if underftpdd 
rfs a Saving foftgBAqfc. So thStt We 1 We bdth* 
Mofts an* the IVcphfets to <kmrlfte.te that the 
LevtHcal RiflaMoh-^n be understood yti ho other 
&hk But Ty#ciK ; •'• - ;'..' 

And * Ws'ii '?^'IShnbie!fak 9 : 'jlirfir ^»c lAve the 
Tifkmanf that 'Wak defiverM igiirtft it, but juft 
Befoneir was-dAjxiftd, and the miracles that were 
wrought by the Perfons who deliver'd if, an<J if 
Ais is not <uffirierft : ib convince uSr, that thfc Law 
tek&f tfcas rtb ftiort than a Shad6tt of the good 
dflrigs coming in the Prorfclfe; thfert I Ihkli only 
ftcfcmrrierid one 1 tdnlMeration mb^t, ;wHich ifurtly 
ihuft bfe- eBfeateal: ittd, thaT fe; iftat. thtf it \$ 
Aibpall jr kixp«*Siae to tecoricite M^/Wlth him- 
ft», br to -rttdntife tfi6 LaW 'aA& the fcfo- 
pftefe, fe *wig» Wife LevtoiM ftftiWtkm is tin-* 
d»ReJbd to- be ih te fcwn Vfefote 4 fevtog in- 
iBftfaSoh *, yet -tot* *o fcofier untfcrftknd thklnfti- ' 
ftfidnfe » Typical Senfe, but all this inconfiftency 
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between the Writings of Mafet, and the Infla- 
tion which was ordain'd by Mcfes 9 and between 
the Law and the Prophets, will fuddenly difappear,. 
and there will be a perfect harmony between them, 
all* And confequently nothing farther can be re- 
quired in order to demonftrate the Truth of the* 
Teftimony ddiver'd by the Difciples, than the: 
Harmony that will be introduced by underftand- 
ing the Levitical Inftitution in a Typical Senfe., 
For if it would be abfurd to fuppofe, that there 
could be any inconfiftency or contradi&ion be- 
tween fiich things as are of Divine Appointment, 
and more especially when they are all to promote 
the Succefe of the Promife, or, in other words, 
to prepare the way for the coming of the Promifed 
Seed; then we may be fully allured, that we can 
never have a right Notion of the Law, fo long as 
we underftand it in a Senfe that is wholly irrecon- 
cilable with the writings of the Prophets. And 
therefore in order to convince the Jew % that k 
moft certainly ought to be underftood in a Typi- 
cal Senfe, I (hall here give him a profped of the 
Harmony that will be introduced when it is thus 
underftood * and then leave him to judge how 
highly erroneous it rauft needs bp to qnderftand it 
as a Saving Inftitution. 

And to thisptjrpofe we are to obferve, thatk is 
no fooner underftood as a Typical Inftitution, but 
Mofes is reconciled to Himfelf, and there is not 
the leaft inconfiftency between the Law and the 
Prophets. And as the Downfall of the Levitical 
Inftitution is a convincing proof of the Truth of 
the Teflimony delivered againft the Law, fo the 
Prophets will readily join in. concert with this Tes- 
timony, and the Law itfelf will bear a part there- 
in : that is, it will be fo far from invahdating .tte. 

Teftimony, 
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Teftimony ddiver'd againft it, or of oppofing the 
predi&ions of the Prophets, that k "will confirm 
and ftrengthen the Truth of the whole. The 
yielding to the Promife no- more than what cannot 
be denied, namely, that the Seed of the Woman, 
the Seed appointed to fatisfy for Sin as foon as Sin 
was committed, is the True and only laving Seed, 
will confirm and ftrengthen the Predictions of the 
Prophets 4 and the Prophets, by reprefenting the 
Promifed Meffiah as Bruised for our iniquities* 
and afterwards by (hewing us, that his Sufferings 
were to end in Death, as was typified by the Lt- 
vitical Sacrifice, will fufficiently prove, that the 
Death of the Promifed Seed was couch'd under 
Mofes's Bruife. And as the Levitical Inftituuon 
can't be underftood in any other feiife but Typical, 
fb in the Death of the Brute we may moft plainly 
difcern the malignant nature of Sin, and from 
hence it will be eafy to difcern the neeeffity of 
that Sacrifice which was to magnify the Law, and 
make it honourable ; which Sacrifice the Difct* 
pies have moil plainly proved was the bleffed Jefuft, 
And therefore the Chriftian, when having tho- 
roughly confider'd the Law, and from thence col* 
Je&cd full and Efficient , proof of the deadly na- 
ture of Sin, which nothing but the Shedding of 
blodd can atone fpr ; and having likewife from 
the original* Promife another lull and plain profpect 
Of the Seed appointed to make this Atonement $ 
3s by the one he is informed of the mifera- 
He State $hat mankind by Sin is reduced to, lb, 
by the other, he is ho lefs plainly informed how 
?nd by whom he is to be deliver'd from this mifery : 
And when to this is added the unanimous 
Voice of the Prophets, all agreeing, that the Mef- 
£ab yrgs $0 bp cut off for our Tran%reffioris, and 

to 
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to be made £ fatrifice for Sin-; the ChHft&a may 
then with the utmoft Safety conclude, that tht 
Law was no more than a ^adow- o£ the good 
things contained in the Promife •, • fefid thai 
k moft • certainly was ^ordained with -a <ieflgft' to 
promote the faccefs of the Promife : that is* to 
•ypify arid prefigure the feveral Truths tHatwert 
Stained therein > : And ;, -thuSi-as the Ddivefranee 
frdm the Egyptian Bondage, whereby k Paflage 
was made ; thro T the Depms of the Sea^ for the 
fat)fom ? d"tp* paft over, Cmay very eafily be toder- 
ftobd to allude* to that Deliverance which Was to 
be J procured by the Proriiifed Seed, by whom a 
J^fl&^e was/to be ;made- for the ranfbm'd to pafi 
\ hfmigli E)eatK to immortal Life •, fo the Victims 
that werrf'flktn under the Institution, may Jikewife 
fcery eafily 1 b^tmderftood to have been ofcdaihed to 
tfrefigure tait the* true-nature of thofe Sufferings, 
thatwereto be infii&cd'oh'this Eminent PcHon,by 
tyhbm W wefe to be thus miraculoufly delivered, 
2nd to forewarn! mankind of the dangerous 1 confe- 
querice-of Star* 

But then, fince the brutal Sacrifices <?auld<emiy 
demonftratc : and prove that the wages ofSiriii 
Death , but could not deliver from rite pwniHment 
idue to Sin ; and fince foch is the frailty of Htomari 
Nature; that none can efcape this deadly* pcStm, 
and luch the : Perfeftrons of the Divine itature^tfcat 
none can be fuffered to appoach the ftmrie^re* 
fence that is ifife&ed with^t i .^rom hence ft Vefy 
very evidently appears, that the brutal Saerifeeei 
could only ferve to prove the Aeceffity of that Sa± 
crifice, which was to magnify ihe Ltt& &nd mdte ii 
honourable. : Ifoi. xln. i j/ ^Artd that ttis/patt tif 
prophecy is a. pregnant wopf, that God flood to 
his promife; and chat*ii!r is-dttt timfe ielhorffdiAoft 

certain- 



Digitized 



by Google 



&be bifiipks confider 9 i ds the ffiineps. i$$ 

certainly be fulfilled, will be no great matter of dif- 
ficulty to prove. For if we confider that this Inftitu- 
tion, tho' it was no more than a Shadow of the good 
things contained in the Promife ; yet it was everi 
then fo far magnified, as to be an Inftitution of 
Divine Appointment ; and therefore could not hi 
more magnified, unkfe by adding the Subftancd 
to it! And how this would greatly adcd to the 
Honour of the Law will very plainly appear, if 
we confider likewife, that as the Law propheciedi 
fo there was no other way to render it honourable, 
but in the accomplifhing of thofe Truths, that 
were thus prefigured out by it. 

Again, as the Vi&ims (lain under the Law,' 
were of a different Nature to the Seed, which 
Jfrom the beginning was appointed to be bruifcd; 
and to bruife the head of the'Serpent ; and as they 
could not be luppofed to be invefted with any power 
over the defigns of this common Enemy of mani 
kind ; fo it muft needs be a very great Honour to 
the Law to add that Sacrifice to it, which was able 
defeat his defigns ; that is, to deliver mankind from 
the bondage of Sin, a much worfe Bondage than 
the Egyptian bondage. And that this is a true 
Explanation of this prophecy will very plainly ap- 
pear, if we confider the time when this Inftitution 
was Bepofed ; namely, foon after the Difciples ha4 
given us an account how and by whom the Pro* 
mife was fulfilled : However, if it Should be de^ 
nicxi, it will be incumbent on the obje&or to fhew 
how,- and in what manner thjfc Inftitution has been 
magnified otherwife, than when Mofts % % promifed 
Seed wasmade'a Sacrifice for Sin. For, I fttppofe, 
that it can never be denied, that this. Prophecy of 
Ifaiab was to receive its accompljftiment, as well 
a$ the reft of thofeEvents, - which were foretold by 

him; 
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him -, and, if we confider the prefcnt State of the 
Law, it will appear to be fo far from being mag- 
nified or exalted, that it can't poffibly be reduced 
Co a lower ebb, than it now is, and has been at 
for almoft this feventeen hundred Years. And 
therefore, moil juft and reafonable is it to conclude 
that the Honour foretold by Ifaiab, which was t» 
be done to the Law, was to add that Sacrifice to 
it, which from the beginning was appointed to be 
bruifed, and to bruife the head of the Serpent. 

It would be almoft an endlefi talk to produce all 
the proof, which we are furnifhed with to convince 
us that the Law was no more than a fhadow of the 
good things contained in the Promife ; and there- 
fore I (hall only add one more, which (if any thing 
can) muft needs be an effe&ual proof. And that 
is, as Mofes has promifed no other rewards, but 
fuch as are of the Temporal kind, to enforce the 
practice of the Law ; fo it would be very abfurd 
to expeft* to obtain any other advantage, by the 
moftftrtd obfervation of it, than fuch as is Tem- 
poral. And yet it would be much more abfurd to 
fuppofe, that Mofes has ordained an Institution for 
iio other end, but to inform us of the wretched 
.State that we by Sin are reduced to, without tak- 
ing any notice how or by what means we are to be 
healed of this deadly Infection ; becaufe. this would 
.have been leaving mankind in a much worfe ftate, 
than if we had ftill remained ignorant of thofe 
Truths which he has difcovered. And where could 
.any one foreafonably expert to find the means pro- 
vided for this purpofe, a$ there, where we are i$i- 
formed how and by whom we were infedted with 
this deadly poifbn ? And here (to pur comfort be 
it fpoken) we find that the Head of the Seipeqt, 
this common Enemy oi mankipd, was . to be 

biuifed 
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broifcd by the Seed of the Woman, the fame Na- 
ture that he had overcome. And fince it is noto- 
rious, that Bruifes on the head are moil: commonly 
mortal ; as we may very eafily underftand this to 
fignify a total Viftory to be obtained over him, fo 
if we confider this viftory by the common conse- 
quence of temporal Vi&ories, it can fignify nothing 
lefi, than a deliverance of the Human Nature from 
the Captivity of the Serpent ; as was moft plainly 
prefigured out, by the Deliverance from thi 
Egyptian Bondage. 

For inftance: here we find, not only the Prince 
Himfelf, whofearms are victorious, gets honour by 
his Conqueft, and not only the Commanders and 
Officers that were concern'd in the aft ion, divide 
thefpoil, but like wife that every common Soldier 
comes in for a Share of the booty, and every Sub* 
jeft under this Conquering prince, is fome way or 
other bettered by his good fuccefs. And therefore 
as this vidory foretold in the Promife, was to be 
obtained by the Human Nature, fo we may rea- 
fonably conclude, that it was to be obtained for the 
benefit of Human Nature in general : that as the 
Human Nature had been fubdued by one common 
Enemy, fo we might be redeemed by one common 
Deliverer ; or in other words, as by one Man's 
difobedience many were made Sinners, fb by one 
Man's obedience many might be made righteous, 
and reap the Effeft of his righteoufnefs, even the 
fatting out of our Tranjgreffions, and thejuftifi- 
cation from thofe Crimes which we ftood refponfible 
for, Ifa; xHS. 25, 26. Mafes being thus eafily freed 
; 4fom an accu&tion of the greateft cruelty, and 
hard-heartednefs \ namely, that of having informed 
mankind of the wretched ftate that we by Sin are 
teducedto, without giving u$ any profp^t of re- 
lief* 
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IfcU and the Levitual limitation bring folty 
proved to be no other, than a Shadow of the 
good things contained in the Procnife ; we need 
fearch after no other proof to convince us, that 
the Death of our Promifed Ddhrerer was foretold 
in the original PromiJe, than fiich as we are for* 
jiifh'd with from the JJvitical Sacrifices. For as 
they were of Divme Appointment, fo they can't 
reafcn£bfy be under ftood in any other Senfe than 
as fiJbfement to the Promife, becaufe no other 
Senfe can reconcile the Law and the Prophets t<* 
gether. And therefore, I fhall now fum op the 
Argument as it ftands, and Ica*e the Unbeliever 
to confider, whether We have not good and fuffi- 
tient grounds for confiding in the Death of the 
blefied Jefus, as the only means whereby we can 
hope to be ddiver'd from Death, the Purafhment 
'due to Sin : it being foretdd of this Eminent Per- 
son, who was appointed to be bruifed and to bruife 
the head of die Serpent as fbon as Sin was com* 
mitted. 

And to this purpofe, it is to be cbferv'd, that 
befidesthe Proof, which is to be obtained from the 
Law, when k is underftood in a typical Senfe * 
and befides the Proof, that is to be obtained from 
the Prophets* when they are undeiftood as Expo- 
tftors of the ftr-omife -, and befides the Proof, that 
is to be obtained from the Divine Attributes, from 
"whence it plainly appears, that the Divine Juftice 
-was ^rift to be fiaUy %isfy , d, by the Seed of the 
"Woman, the feme nature that had crfParwberi, fcefbw 
the guilty race Vf$tt to ^e reftar^d .to the Diyine 
labour •, and befides the Proof whkh arifes from 
the near rcfemblance between De$fch and a Brutfe * 
there is yet the 1?eftimony of rfie Wknefles to be 
added v andwh»cfccr c#bft their Tci^onyjnay 

have 
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liave^ yet this is moft certain, that no fteonger proof 
£an in reafon be requirfedj to fiippqrt and maintain 
*he truth of thils Argument, th&i may be coHe&ed 
4mm their Teftimony. For whether we fconfidei? 
the honefty and ftttterity i?f their Intentions * or the 
certainty which We haVe of their . being infpired 
writers, as plainly appears* not .only by the mira- 
cles tfoat were wrought by them, but Kkewife from 
the downfall of the Levitical faftkution* fbon after 
they had declared that it was weak and ineffe&Ual j 
from eithefof thefe CircumftanceS we have fuffici- 
ent realbrt to reft My fatisfied of the T$uth of theii 8 
Teftimony. But when we confidef farther, that 
their Teftimony is grafted on the writings of the 
Prophets ♦, . and that there is fuch a perfedt harmony 
between what the Apoftles have proved was done- 
by the bleffed ]efus, and what had been foretold by 
the Prophets to be done by the Promifed Meffiah, 
that in no one Qrcumftaocc is there the leaft diffe- 
rence % if ftill Wje pretend to want proof to convince! 
us of the T«h ii this Argument, it can never be 
afcribed to any other caufe, but our own obftinacy. 
For fince they have proved that Mofes's Promifed 
Seed, and the Prophets Promifed Mefliah is one 
and the fame Perfon ; and fince they have like- 
wife proved, that Chrift's Sufferings did end in 
Death ; it will therefore be in vain to deny, that 
the Death of the Promifed Seed was couched under 
Mofrsh Bruife, fo long as it is confirmed by fuch a 
Croud of Witneffes. 

Death, the fufFering part of Chrift's office* be* 
ing fo well fupported % left tha Refurreftion, the 
Vi&orious Part (which, as it is a token or Pledge 
,©£the Rcfurre&ion of Human Nature in general, 
and confequently is, by much, the moft important . 
Article of our Faith, of the two) fhould be over- 
. O power'd 
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powered by the abundant Proof, which is given in 
confirmation of the Death of the Promifed Seed * 
therefore in order to prevent all miftakes of this 
kind, Infinite Wifdom has been pleafed to add a 
much ftronger proof in confirmation of the Refar- 
re&ion of the Promifed Seed, than that which is 
.to be obtained from the true nature and effential 
properties of Bruifes : which brings me to the fecond 
part of this Argument. 
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The BRUISE having been ufedas an Emblem 
of D E A T H, the Probability of a Re~ 
covery which arifesfrom the part whereon 
this BRUISE was placed \ mufl be under ~ 
Jloodas an Emblem of CHRIST'S VIC- 
TORY over Death. 

N D here 1 am to confider, why 
the wound foretold, as the original 
pattern of Quid's Sufferings, was 
placed on fo remote a part of the Bo* 

dy as the Heel : which, upon a due 

examination, jwill be found to adminifter fuch full 
and fatisfa&ory proof to Chrift's Refurreftion, as 
will leave no manner of room to doubt, that the 
twofold nature of Chrift's office was foretold in 
the original Promife, as well as the twofold na- 
ture of his Perfon. 

• And to this purpofe, I am to obferve, that fince 
Bruifes have nothing deadly in their nature, unlefs 
when fome of the vital parts are injured thereby ; 
and fince the Heel, the part ordained to be bruifed, 
is a part of the body, of all others the moft diftant 
from the vital parts ; tho* the intent of placing 
jthis wound at fo great a diftance from the Vital 
parts can't be uhderftood to fignify, that Chrift's 
Sufferings were to end in any thing lefs than Death ; 
O 2 yet 
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yet we may reafbnably underftand it to fignify £ 
Recovery from Death: becaufe as the former fenfe 
is diredUy contrary to the Law and the Prophets, fer 
the latter is perfeftly agreeable tp both. 

But however, as I intend here to examine the 
Promife by its own Strength, and to fhew how ful- 
ly and ftrongly both the Refurredtion and the 
Peath of the Promifed* Seed were foretold from 
the beginning ; I (hall therefore w^ve aU that has 
been obfcrved on the Law and ttie. Prophets, and 
the Teftimony of the Witnefles, and infill only 
on fuch proof, as is to be coUe&ed from this firft 
dilcpvfry of him. 

And in order hereunto \ I flull opo* more ob- 
ferve, that one of thefe two things muft have been 
intended to be fignified by -placing the wound, 
foretold as the Archetype of Uirift's Sufferings, oh 
fo remote a. part of the body as the Heel : name- 
ly, that it was either intended to fignify a punilh- 
ment inferior to Death; or it was intended to -fig- 
jiify Chrift's Vi&ory over Death. And if it would 
be abfurd to fuppofe the former, then we can't 
avoid concluding on die latter. And that it would 
be very abfurd to fuppofe die former, can't in the 
leaft be doubted : becaufe it is dkeftly contrary to 
the intent of infli&ing punifhment on our promi- 
fed Deliverer, which was to preferve and maintain 
an equality of proof between die Divine Juftice 
and Mefrcy; and this, I fay, any kind of punifh- 
ment inferior to Death, is fo far rrom being able to 
do, that it will contribute proof to neither: how* 
ever, it is far from being able to contribute an 
equality of proof to both thefe Divine Attributes. 
For if in conformity to the Divine Juftice we fey, 
that nothing lefs than a payment of the whole 
fj$bt due and owing, when Sin was cqnamitted, 

could 
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could purchift our peace, and procure the pardon 
of our Sins j then we muft either underftand the 
punifhment couch'd under Mofes's Bruife to be of 
a deadly nature, or it will give room to fufped:, 
that fomething was left due ki arfear ; and juft fo 
much . as was left due in drrear, & much would 
have been wanting to contribute full proof of th& 
Divine Mercy. On the other hand, if we fey* 
that man was to be totally forgiven ; tho' the pay* 
ment appointed to be made, on our behalf, was 
no ways proportionable to the debt which was 
contracted when Sin was committed, then this in- 
deed wiH be a fufficient proof of the Divine Mer- 
cy ; but nfcverthelefs it will fall fhort of contribu* 
ting proof of the Divine Juftice. Since therefor* 
nothing left than a punifhment equal to that which 
Mankind became obnoxious to, when our firft 
parents difobeyed, is able to preferve and maintain 
an equality of proof between both thefe Divine 
Attributes •, fince, in their Difobedience, the whole 
Human Race is become obnojrious to Death ; and 
fincfc Chrift, the promifed Seed, is the very and on* 
iy Perfon who has Undertaken to procure our Dif* 
charge, we muft therefore conclude, that his Suf- 
ferings were to end in Death, however (lightly 
they may have been reprefented to us in this firft 
difcovery of Him. For let this be underftood as 
the true Senfe of Mofes's Bruife, and then, tho* 
the Divine Mercy will be fully difpkyed, yet there 
will be no diminution of the Divine Juftice-, and 
j&herefore we may reasonably conclude that this 
muft be the true Senfe of it, becaufe it concurs 
with, and is agreable to the defign of Mofes^ 
when he revealed the Promife, winch was to fur* 
nifh us with true Notions of the Divine Attt> 
bates* 

3 How* 
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However, Bruife is the wound chofen by Mofes, 
as the Archetype of Chrift's Sufferings. And it 
has already been fully proved, that this wound 
might very juftly beufed, as an Emblem of Death; 
becaufe, as in Death, fo in a Bruife, the blood is 
ftagnated-, and therefore, from the near refem- 
blance fubfifting between Death and a Bruife ; and 
likewife from the intent and defign of inflicting 
punifhment on our promifed Deliverer j it is, I 
prefume, fiifficiendy clear, that his Sufferings were 
to end in Death ; and confequently, tho' no argu- 
ment fliould induce us to believe, that the part, 
ordain'd to be bruifcd, was intended to fignify any 
abatement to be made, to our promifed Deliverer, 
in the payment of that debt which he undertook 
to difcharge when he made his Soul an offering 
for Sin ; yet we may very readily understand it to 
fignify, and foretell, that he was to obtain the Vic- 
tory over Death, the Puniftiment due to Sin. 
Firft, becaufe the Bruife itfelf can reprefent no 
ether kind of Death, but fuch as was to be of a 
very fhort continuance \ and fecondly, becaufe in 
the part ordained to be bruifed, there are plain to- 
kens of a Recovery from Death. And thus as 
Death, the Suffering part cf Chrift's Office, is fup^ 
ported by a double proof, fo,» in like manner, is 
the Refurreftion, the vi&orious part : and as this 
equality of proof between both parts of Chrift's 
office difecvers the harmony that is, and ever 
was between both thefe important articles of our 
faith, even from the very time that the Seed of 
the Woman was appointed to be bruifed, and to 
bruife. the head of the Serpent ; fo it will not be 
improper to obferve here, that however great the 
benefit may be, that we now enjoy from this equa* 
tty of proof having been foretold from the begin^ 

ningj 
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nmg •, yet it will be no very difficult matter to prove, 
that it could not have been preferved by any other 
method than the method chofen. For as Death and 
the Refurre&ion are in their Nature diametrically 
oppofite to one another •, fo whatever ftrength or 
perfpicuity might have been given to the fuffering 
part by a ftronger reprefentation of it, it muft ne- 
ceffarily h^ve weaken'd the proof for the vi&orious 
part. For inftance, fuppofing that the wound fore- 
told to reprefent the Eteath of the Promifed Seed, 
had been fo placed, as to have had the appearance 
of a mortal wound ; this, it muft be confeft, would 
haverender'd Death, the Suffering part, much more 
confpicuous \ but then, as it would have reprefent- 
ed Chrift fubdued by Death, fo the Refurre&ion, 
the Viftorious part, muft necefTarily have been ex- 
cluded; and confequently that juft equality of 
proof which now appears between both parts 
would have been totally deftroyed •, and therefore 
had it been thus reprefented, as there would not 
have been the lcaft proof to be collefted from the 
original Promife concerning Chrift's Viftory over 
Death, fo in confequence of this, the Refurredtton 
of the Promifed Seed could never afterwards have 
been urged by the Witnefies to the accomplifhment 
of the Promife, as a proof of his being the True 
5on of Promife, as fhall be more fully proved 
hereafter. 

But however, in the mean time we are to ob* 
ferve, that, tho' this is a difadvantage of the great- 
eft magnitude, yet it is not the only difadvantage, 
that Chriftianity muft have laboured under, provid- 
ed the Death of the Promifed Seed had' been thus 
reprefented. For tho' the writings of the Prophets 
are a very great advantage to the Chriftian Caufe, 
*s the c^fe now ftands, the twofold nature of 
O 4 Chrift's 
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Graft's office having been plainly foretold in th* 
original Prcsntte \ yet the cafe would have been 
widely different had the lUfiur&Sjon been excfa* 
ded; for notwithflapufing jhat theRefurrcftiono? 
the Promifed Seed was afterwards raoft plainly fere- 
told by DaW and Ifaiob^ apd likewife by 7 0MJ 
^nd /&/£*, notwithstanding the& and as many other 
pa0ages as may be produced from the Prophets in 
prder to prove* (hat the Promifed Msjfiab was not 
bnly to fijrrender himfelf a PriJbner to the Grave, 
j?ut that he was likewife to rife again for our Jufth 
fication: yet, I fay, ail the ufe that could hav^ 
been made of thefe Paflages, would have amount* 
ed to nothing more than to prove, that Mofes's 
Promifed Seed, and the Prophets promifed Mif* 
Jiab % were twp different Perfons i which is in effeft 
to deprive us of the benefit of their writings. Fo% 
if that which they have revealed of the Promifed 
Mefliab, had been djredUy contrary to what was re- 
yeal'd by Mofes^ of the Promifed Sj&ed j then, as there 
can be no Inconfiftency prCpntradidtop between fuch 
Men as wrote by Divine Infpiration \ we fhould 
Jiave been obliged to acknowledge, that Mofis and 
the Prophets ftad wrote of tWQ different Pfffa** 
And therefore, tho* it be confeft that the Prgphet$ 
were no other than fb many Mefiengprs fent before, 
to prepare the Way of the Lord, and to iflake hi* 
paths Jlrflight \ that is, to give the world an acr 
count" of the twofold patute of his Perfon and 
Office before his coming, that at the time of to 
appearance there might be no Qbje&iofi againft 
hearkening to this Great Prophet whpaf 
G*d bad r**J*4 U P > *** no room to difpute the 
neceffity of entering into the Covenant) whtclj 
=Fas to be tendered by his Witnefles ; yet never- 
thplefsj in grder to render their writings effectual 

to 
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to the purpofe for which they were defign'd, it 
moft certainly was highly neGeffary, that the two- 
fold nature of Chrift's office fhould be foretold in 
(he original Promife as well as by the Prophets, 
left k fhouid have been ©bje&ed agakift the Tefti- 
many delivered by the Witneifes, when they en* 
deavoqred to confirm and ftrengthen it by the Wri- 
tings of tbeProphets, thatMpyi j'sPromifed Seed and 
the Prophets promifed Meffiah were two different 
Peribas % and that therefore whatever had been 
revealed by the latter* was no ways applicable t& 
that which had been foretold by the former. 

And as by this means the Difciples would 
have been deprived of thofe proofs that are to be 
colfe&ed from the Prophets* to it will be n6 very 
difficult matter to difcem what mud have been 
the confequence of it. For had there been no 
other proof to be colle&ed from the original Pro? 
mife, but foch only as rtprefented Chrift fobdued by 
Death ; nor no other ufc to be made of the writings 
©f the Prophets, than iEuch only as proved that they 
weee not applicable to faofes'& Promifed Seed, it 
can never be fuppofed, that they could have efta- 
blilh'd that fakh, which they were fent to propa- 
gate. For fince k was with very g^eat difficulty 
that the Chriftian faith was eftablilhed, tho' the 
Difciples had all the affiftance that was needful- to 
enable them to compleat this great undertaking ; 
though the twofold Nature of Ghrift's Office was 
firft foretold by Mofes, and then fully explained by 
the Prophets \ and this, long before they were fent 
to bear record of the Promife fulfilled ; and if not- 
withftandmg this it was with very great difficulty 
that the Chriftian faith was eftaUiflied : How can 
\k be fuppofed that the Difciples could have done 
fpf thir^ in this affair, provided nothing more than 
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the Death of the Promifed Seed had been foretold 
from the beginning? or, which isjuft the very 
fame thing, provided the Death of the Promifed 
Seed had bd?n fo fully and ftrongly reprefented, as, 
to have excluded the Refarredtion ? Since there- 
fore by the ftronger peprefentation of the one, the 
weaker would have been the reprefentation of the 
other, tho* it is very certain that the fufFering part 
of Chrift's Office would have been much more 
clearly reprefented by a mortal wound, yet it is no 
lefs certain, that it could not thus be reprefented ; 
becaufe inftead of being agreable to the defign in 
view, which was to preferve and maintain an equa- 
lity of proof between both parts of Chrift's Office, it 
would totally have overthrown it, which I fhallnow 
endeavour to illuftrate more clearly. 

And to this purpofe let ithere be obferved,' that 
as the Bruise foretold to be inflicted on the Pnvi 
mifed Seed is all the proof that can be collefted 
from the original Promife concerning Chrift's Re- 
farredtion, excepting that which arifes from the part 
ordained to be bruised-, fo this word afts in a 
double capacity, that is, by the near refemblance 
fubfifting between Death and a Bruise, it may 
very eafily be underftood to fignify and foretell 
the Death of the Promifed Seed: Becaufe, as 
in Death, fo in a Bruise, the Blood is ftagnated. 
But neverthelefs, if we are to be governed by what 
has been fortetold by th'e Prophet, that is, if a 
Bruife only, whilft ftridtly and properly fpeaking, 
it may be called a Bruife, is to be out guide j if we 
are not to fuffer our conclufions to be drawn from 
fuch Symptoms as belong to other Diforders ; then 
fince a Bruife, to retain the Name of a Cohtufion, 
muft neceflarily ftop fliort of Putrefa&ion, it there- 
fore can represent no other, kind of Death,- but 
fuch as was to be of a very fhort continuance. 
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And therefore the proof for both thefe important 
articles of our faith being thus duely weighed, and 
hanging now in equilibrio, whatever is thrown into 
cither fcale, will neceflarily make it preponderate ; 
and therefore if to this, which contains the Death 
of the Promifed Seed, we fhould add the caufe 
why this punifhment was to be inflidted on tern, 
namely, to fatisfy for Sin, even this itfelf would to- 
tally have deftroy'd this equality of proof, provided 
lbme farther care had not been taken for the prefer- 
tion of it in the part ordained to be bruifed. 
- And yet farther, if we confider what an abun- 
dant proof was afterwards given in confirmation of 
the Death of the Promifed Seed, both by the 
Law and the Prophets, from hence there will arife 
fuch a numerous train of proofs fiibfcribing to the* 
Death of the Promifed Seed,as would have render- 
ed the proof for the Refurre&ioii fcarce difcernable. 
But if the wound foretold, as the Archetype of 
Chrift's Sufferings, had been fo placed, as to have 
had the appearance of a mortal wound, then we 
could never afterwards have attempted to have laid 
any thing in vindication of his Refurre&ion ; not 
only becaufe the abundant proof that has been col- 
lected from the Law of the Prophets, and like- 
wife from the Divine Attributes, which do very 
ftrongly confirm the Death of the Promifed Seed ; 
t>ut likewife becaufe the Archetype of Chrift's Suf- 
ferings, by afting in conjunftion with thofe other 
proofs, and contributing no other kind of proof, 
but fuch as reprefented Chrift fubdued by Death, 
would have placed Death, the fuffering part of 
Chrift's Office, in fo ftrong a Light, that the Re- 
furreftion, theViftoribus part,muft neceflarily have' 
been excluded. And therefore fince fuch is the 
dired oppofition between both parts of Chrift's 
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Office, that by the ftronger Reprefentation Of did. 
one, the weaker would have beenj the representation 
erf the other * and fiftce it can't be denied, that it 
was indifpenfibly neceflary to preferve am equality 
of proof between both pqrts •, then neither can it 
be denied that it could not be otherwife reprefented 
than as we there find it » becaufe a ftrongef repre* 
fentation of the Offering part would have been fa 
far from correfponding with, Or being agreeable to 
the Defign in view, which was to redder both 
parts of Chrift's Office equally confpicuous, that it 
would have totally overthrown it. And there- 
fore had it ever once been confidered how diame* 
trically Oppofite both parts of Chrift's Office are 
to one another, and the neceflky of prefcrving an 
equality <^£ proof between both thefe important 
articles of our faith, in this fifft difcovery of him, 
it might very eafily have been perceived, why the 
Death of the Promifed Seed wfcs not reprefented 
by a mortal wound : namely, becaufe in the near 
refemblance fubfifting bet ween Death and a Bruife, 
and likewife becaufe m the intent and defign of 
infli&ing punishment on ouf pmmtfed Deliverer, 
which was to fatisfy for Sin, that was full and fuf~ 
ficient proof that his Sufferings were to end in 
Death without it: And likewife, becaufe this 
equality of proof between both parts of Chrift's 
Office, was not to have been preserved, provided 
it had beta thus reprefented. 

And therefore it can now only remain, that we 
confider how fully ftftd ftrongly the Refurre£tion 
of the Promifed Seed is reprefented by placing 
the wound foretold, as the Original pattern of 
Chrift's Sufferings, at fo great a dfftaftce from the 
Vkal parts. And to this purpofe it will be necef- 
&ry to obferve, thtt Bruifes hfcv* nothipg deadly 
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m their myxt % tinkfs when fo«te of the Vital 
Pirta are injujgd thereby, which can't be fuppofcd 
to be the cafe here, beeaufe the Heel, the part ar-r 
darned to be wjisbp, is a part of the body, 
which, of all others is the moft diftant frona the 
Vital Parts ; and therefore as nothing could hap» 
pen to obftruft a Recovery, fo nothing can lelTen, 
diminifli, or overthrow the proof, which we now 
have of the Refurre&kxu For whaler objeftioa 
may be raifed againft if, as the cafe now ftan&, 
whether it be foch aa may be coite&ed from th$ 
oear rdembJance bowmen Death and a Pruife, or 
from the true reaibft why this Eminent Pferfon wa$ 
ordained tx> be bnvfed i namely, to fatisfy for Sin % 
or whether te be fiich, as may be cqU^ted from 
the Law and the Prophets* who have with one 
voice conftandy foretold a Mefliah to be cut off 
for our Trapigreffion, and thai: they might diftin* 
guilh a Death ?f fo great cw<wn to Hwnw 
Nature in general, fam that: which happens te 
all mankinds have dgfcihed every minute Circum- 
ftance, that was to ripen into event, and receive 
its accomplishment when this Eminent Perfbn wae 
f wring wt bit fittl unfa Deatfr. However pow- 
erful thefe and as many other proofs, as can be 
produced in confirmation of the Death of the Pro- 
mifed Seed may be i yet when we turn to the 
original Promise, and there read in the Diftanee 
of the part ordained to be bru^fed from all the vir 
tal parts, the certain tokens that are there given of 
liia Recovery from &eath % 1ft the pwof fobferibr 
tag to die Death of the Promised Seed be ever fa 
powerful, or ever fo numerous $ yet after foch 
plain proofs of a RefHrre&ipp, it can't m die Igaft 
be doubted, thas tW this. Bminqpt Petfon, wbf> 
had undertaken $o_ fa&fy for Sin, was 5q fwbw 
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to Death, the punifhment due to Sin, yet it can't! 
I fey, in the leaft be doubted that he was likewife 
to rife again for our Juftification. 
« And therefore granting- that the wound foretold 
as the original pattern of Chrift's Sufferings, is in 
its nature a Very near refemblaAce of Death, and 
that the Intent of infiiding punifliment on him is 
fully fufficient to prove* that his Sufferings were to 
end in nothing le(s than Death (which I think, no 
.one will pretend to detiy,* unlefs he is bent to deny 
all that is facredj) Yet neverthelefs fincethe wound 
foretold to reprefent the Death of this Eminent 
Perfon, is a wound that a£ts in a double capacity* 
even this itfelf will greatly contribute to make way 
for the Refurre&ion, the Vi&orious part of Chrift*s 
office. For tho' the ftagnated Fluids, which are an 
eflential property of Bruifes, might very juftly be 
nfed as an emblem of Death $ yet fince a Bruife, to 
retain the name of a contufion, muft neceffarily 
ilop lhort of putrefa&ion ; from hence only it is 
fufficiently plain that it was to be Death of a very 
lhort continuance, juft long enough to give full and 
fufficient proof that this Eminent Perfon was really 
dead, but not fo long as to give place to corrup- 
tion, agreable to the Prophecy of David before* 
mentioned. And therefore fince from the wound 
foretold to reprefent the Death of the Promifed 
Seed, there is no manner of room to objedt againft 
the RefurredKon -, on the contrary, that even 
this itfelf contributes a very fubflantial proof in 
confirmation of it; therefore the Proof drawn 
from the Situation of the part ordained to be 
wounded, being feconded by the wound itfelf 
muft have its full force, and *ftablifh the Re- 
fUifedtton on a Rock, never to be overthrown 
by any Argument whatever. For what though a 
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Bruise, may be faid to be an Emblem of Death ; 
becaufe as far as it extends, and as long as it con- 
tinues) fo long the circulation of the blood ceafes 
to be carried on thro* thofe VefTels, which are thife 
contufed ; yet we arc to remember, that Bruifes 
have nothing deadly in their nature, uhlefi when 
fome of the Vital. parts are injured thereby, which 
can't be fuppofed to be the cafe here, becaufe the 
•Heel, the part ordained to be bruifed, is a part of 
the Body, of all others the moft diftant from the 
Vital parts* 

And thus much will, 1 prefume, be fufficient 
to prove, that in the Promife made, as foon as 
Sin was committed, and all Human Nature be- 
come obnoxious to Death, the Puniihment due to 
Sin, it was there foretold, that this Eminent Per- 
fon, who was appointed to be bruised, and to 

BRUISE THE HEAD OF THE SERPENT, Was HOC 

only to be bruised to Death, but likewjfe that 
lie was to rife again for our Jultification : By bis 
knowledge Jhall my righteous Servant juftify many, 
for be Jhall bear their iniquities , Ifa. liii. 1 1. And 
that as it plainly appears, that the intent of inflict- 
ing this puniihment on him was to fatisfy for Sin, 
becaufe the Promife was made as foon as Sin was 
committed, and becaufe it is exprefly faid by 
Ifaiab, that be was bruifed for our iniquities^ and 
as the wages of Sin is Death; fo we muft con- 
clude, that Death, and nothing lefs than Death, 
was couch'd under Atofes's Bruise, tho* it was 
placed on the. moft diftant part of any in the whole 
body from the Vital Parts: But neverthelefc, as 
the tokens which are there given of a Speedy Re- 
covery from Death, in the part ordain'd to be 
bruifed, adminifter full and fatisfa&ory proof of 
Chrift's Refurrettion, fo we muft likewife conk 
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elude, that this was the very and only thing in- 
tended to be reprcfctted thereby. , 

But if M it fhould ba obje&ed> « That b*j 
44 caufe the wound foretold as the Emblem of 
44 drift's Sufferings was placed cm fa reaaooe d 
44 part of the body as. the Heel* it is therefore 
44 very unreasonable tofiippofe, that the Deadtof 
44 the Proroked Seed was intended to be figtified 
44 thereby." To this I fhall vesy readily agpeev 
for all that I haste been endeavouring, %o prove, 
amounts to juft the very fame ; namdy, that as 
the office of the Pramifod Seed was to be ooropo-* 
fed of two parts, which are, in their, nature, <fi~ 
redUy contrary to one another \ to these arc two 
different Significations to be drawn from the Bra&, 
and the part ordained to be brui&d. For inft^oce, 
as the pain and uneafine&cotsuqon to burifes piuft 
denote and foretell fome kind of. corporal Puokh- 
ment, which was to be inffified m oar pfoipifcd 
Deliverer ; io the near refemfaknee fuhfiftkig be- 
tween Deat]i and a Bratfe, together w«h the gnat 
and wonderful A4vanc*ge that was to be practised 
for mankind, by iaflidjflg tins punishment oil 
Him, very plainly proves,, that his Sufferings w&e 
to end ia nothing lefk than Death. 

And as this Eminent Per&n was not only to-be 

a Sufferer, but hkesvife a Deliverer v as He v&s 

to defeat the defign* o£ the Serpent, Jay fijfanm- 

ting to be brus$$d /<?r **r yuqtdtie&\ So jnoft 

oecefiary was k, that there fhould be che £uK£ 

proof of the Victorious part of his office, acetate 

was of Death the Suffering part. . AiwLtl^us as 

- Peatfi the fiiflFeriflg part is. these fiippwped rby a 

double proof v & moft ncceflkry was itu t)|aa%«be 

,Re&r^v»i^ fepportedby a double: pewf 

4itewife. 

Again, 
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Agaift, we are likewife to obferve, that thk 
equality of proof between both parts of Chrift** 
«ffip$ is wholly owing to the part ordain* d to be 
JraifeJ. For had the Death of the Promifcd Seed 
b^?n epprefemed by a wound with mortal Symp- 
toms attending it, tho* it would have rendered the 
Offering p$rt much more conspicuous* yet as it 
would have reprefenjed Ghrift fubdued by Death; 
lb the R^wre^ion, the Victorious part, muftne* 
ft&ifty have been excluded* And therefore, with 
very great Wiflom was the Woupi, foretold *s 
the Archetype cf Christ's Sufferings, placed on die 
janoft dtihtnt part, rf any in the whole body, from 
the vital parts. In a Word, fince the Death of the 
Prpmifed Seed hath been reprefentod to us by a 
Bniife, fo therefore the probability of a Recovery, 
wWeh we are fiirnHhed wkh ftooi the ©art or* 
daitf d to be bruifbd, ought as jufliy be iaed & an 
Emblem of his Reforredaon. This according to 
my atgument is the fcra andiuhfttnee of what 
we are to understand by die BruUe, and the p*rt 
ordain'd to be hruifed. By which it does, I -think, 
very plainly appear, that there ace two different 
Salifications to be collected from them, die latter 
of which raoft certainly was intended to contti- 
laute a M and Satisfactory proof of ChiiftV Re* 
fcrraShon. For as the part ordained to be bruifeA 
can't ? be undecftood to Signify any abatement to be 
made to this Eminent Pa&n in the debt which 
he undertook to difcharge, when he undertook to 
fetefytfor fin, it therefore can be undeiftood in n» 
other Senfe, but to fignify' an^ foretell that he wad 
tojobtain the Yi£b«y over ©oath, die puniShmentf 
das $k> Sou which is fo&r from being any wile 
ttnmaSboabfejtorbe btjieved, that k fe<j§rea*ly eon* 
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firmM and ftrengthen'd by die former; as has heiti 
Sufficiently proved already. 

And now if this obje&ion fhall bfc extended any* 
farther, which may very reafonably be believed, 
bccaufe this can never ferve the Unbeliever's Pur- 
pdfe % if it fhould be objected, that becaufe -the 
wound foretold, as the original pattern of Chrift's 
Sufferings, has not the lead appearance of a mortal 
wound, we therefore can have no reafon to be- 
lieve, that the Death of the Promifed Seed was 
fignified thereby ; then this will make a very wide 
difference between us, and fuch as can by no means 
be allowM of. For to give our affent to this, is 
at once to cancel all that had been foretold by the 
Prophets, and attefted by the Witnefles. "Fi's 
running counter to the proof drawn from the Di- 
vine Attributes, and is no Ids contrary to what 
was prefigured out by the Levitical Sacrifices, than 
it is to the Predictions of the Prophets. And 
therefore if we ihobld give our affent to this; I 
lay, we mull do it in contradiction to all that is 
{acred. But however, in order to confute this ob- 
jection, we have no occafion fpr any other affift* 
«nce, xhm what may be obtain'd from the Wri£ 
tings of the Prophets. And as thefe men were 
appointed by God Himfelf to be the Expofitors 
of the Promife ; .fo whatever they have faid upon 
this Subject muft be condufive. To them there* 
fore let us go, they being the proper perfbns to 
determine in this affair. And amongft thefe In* 
4>tred Writers, no one is better, qualified for th!t 
office than the Prophet Ifaiab ; nor A is there a* 
ipongft all his .writings, any one Chapter mor<t 
fit for this purpofe than the 53d * here the true 
nature and beneficial Effedfa of ChrifFs Sufferings 
yere. moft plainly foretold. And it has been fully 

proved, 
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proved, that this Prophet has determined in fa- 
vour of this part oif the Argufaent ; and therefore 
Co add any thing more upon this Subjeft. would 
be necdlefe; But however, there is yet another ufe 
tp.be made of this part of prophecy ; for as I have 
thro*. the whole courfe of this Argument infilled 
that the Prophets jWere Expofitors to Mofes, to it 
will be of no fmall ufe to this Argument to prove, 
that this Chapter was intended as an Expla- 
nation of the original Promife. And if this can be 
made appear, then there will be no manner of room 
to doubt, that the Death and Refurre&ion of the 
Promifed Seed were both foretold in the original 
Promife ; becaufe they are both foretold in this 
Chapter, as has been fully proved already. 

And to this purpofe the firft Proof to be pffer'd 
is,, the harmony and ftri<5t agreement that appears 
between Mofes and Ifaiah in their account of the 
twofold nature of Chrift's Perfon, as well as th6 
twofold nature of his Office : but this having been 
frequently confider'd already, I fhall therefore pro4 
ceed to the twofold nature of his Office ; and herfe 
I fhall only obferve, that as Mofes has introduced 
this Word Bruife, as an Emblem of thrift's Sufi 
feripgs, fo the Prophet Ifaiah has not only made 
ufe of the very fame word, and to the very fam6 
purpofe \ but, likewife has more clearly provedi 
that, tho* the Death oif the Promifed Seed was Ug- 
lified thereby, yet it was not to be Death which 
periflbeth, becaufe his Days were to be prolonged* 
apd the pleafure of the Lord was to proiper in hi* 
)}and ? after he had been bruifed to Death. Arid 
dierefore tmct ifaiah has in both thefe particulars 
been, much more explicit than Mofes was, when he 
rey^aTd the Promife/tis upon this account only very 
rotfor aide tp believe, that this Chapter was intended 
P 2 * " a* 
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afc an depldnaticm of the prom 1 ft ; which *ill yft ap- 
pHr to be abundantly more fo, if weconfider the 
wtakntfs arrdd^pravity of Htitttaft Nature, and how 
Ihtiifpenfibly rietieflary it was, to be conftantly lfop» 
^lyihg the Primitive Church ^itfa feme new dtfeo- 
velrtes concerning thfcir ptomiftd Deliveferi in or- 
tier to keep tip the conftant cJtjj)eaation of his 
Cbltting. 

Agairi, if we confixter die manhttr how #&*** 
ihttodiites this Prophecy, we JhaU btve no*n*a- 
ner of room tb tf out* the trtith of khfep*tt*f life 
Argument. #$* ***** MhvV wr report? &f& 
the Prophet j and if we may jtidge df the ft*tane 
of tills Report, by What foHows aftetthe enqoiry 
made, we rtay reafcWably cOhdode, fliat this te- 
J>ort was ho 6th*r, than what had been pubHfti'd 
by Mbfii. For in the ttr&nal IVdirtffc It wife 
foretold, that a Human Sufferer wa* to ftfc wuufe 
a Spiritual Saviour ; and this is fcWhly tfce Start 
and Subftance ot all that is trontan^fethis Gfeap^ 
iter ; but hofrevfer, as it is prefaced *nih to en* 
quify after Ae trtfc Believers, it is therefore ver| 
cvidfifft, that it Mated tb fofftething wftfch haf 
been pObirftfed before, tbr ftrreiy, k would havfe 
been very imwifein Tputb J to tatve torodueed this 
Prophecy Witfi a PPbo irath beKhf* *ur >Rfy#f, 
fcYovided What he was theh *b6tit to*difcW*r fad 
never betfi fre&d xS before. For ft can nevir *fc 
toppofed, ihit tifchkihdis required <co b&tdvz any 
fchii^%lueh > tate irdvetyrt^adefchowA: bttltife 
ever/ diis Wats fofe from being the true Stfte *«f 
the cafe, Tfcfift the Prophet does not fo imxSi 4$ at- 
tempt to dill it his own ifeport, wftkh he verf 
jiiftly might, and moll cfcrtainiy would ha^e^ae* 
provided it had tiot been puUiftiM before. A«l 
now if yft tottfifer, that a^ftedfaft faith js requi- 
red 
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rec} of all, who arc to be made partaker? of jte 
benefits of the Promife, a* may 'be fully pF9Y?4 
from the expoftulation of God with Qtin 9 Gin. 
iv. 7. If thou dofi wdl,jbalt thou nof he acftf(e£? 
hut if tbtm dofi not well* Sin litfk «t thy Dopr : 
that is, »f thou art perfectly Righteous, % .Rjgfrf 
teoufoejs fliallfave thee* but Tmcc thou $rt <fcr 
fe&ive of that Righteoufnefe, which is by f<Mth ip. 
fhePtfpmife, therefore wbatfaevpr Sip thou art fflflltjr 
pf, thou lhalt farely be accountable fpr it. Ttys, to? 
getter with what has already beep pbferved op 
tljis Subjeft, will be fufficient^o prpve, that a ftgd- 
f*# faith eyer w*?> and is required of all who ar? 
to be made partakers of the benefits of the PrQr 
mile. And therefore as the Pittance of Tim$ 
from that wherein the Promife was fitft made* tt> 
that wherein it was to be fulfilled, together w$i 
the pbfcurjty of it, would render it fleedfyj tp fee 
eaplairfd, in order tP nourifh apd prgferyp thp 
nccefiajy faving fakh $ and as it appears fr$n) the 
contents of f his Chapter, that it is perfeftjy well 
qualified u> aqfwer this cad, there gm'f ^ fl}e 
jtaft psjfcnable roojp to doubt, that for this end 
if wasdefiga'd. 

Again, it maybe farther obfery'd, th#thp* the 
.Coming pf $he Prpmifcd Seed wa$ then in «a?.ep* 
Ration, yet, notwithiiaading «hjus, we find the Pr$* 
phet, when fpeakiqg of htf Suffqipgs, fpeaks Jn 
a Stile as if the/ w^ce Already paft * /& w>* 
ywuxded for mr Tf4nfgrffiQns y h was feyi^rf 
/*r *»r Iniquititf* Fj®m whpoce it fljay y$ry 
eafily be infer'd, that he h$d an «re uppft the Pjqok 
afyfe, and there iw it ordapr'd by Opd himftlf, 
4>fatour promifed DeU«rer fhould he thus *jjjj»d 
>r <m^ pfig^tUs\ ajtyd therefore fppjk;c of JQu& r 4 
Offering?, as fcretoid frqna the beginning » )»pn 
P 3 wni c H 
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vhkh account he might very jufUy make ufe of 
this Stile in exprefling himfelf, tho* the Time ap- 
pointed for the accomplishment of the Promife wa$ 
not then come. 

Again, the laft proof which I have to produce 
from this Chapter is, {he fecond Quaery that was 
made by the Prophetj To wbotk is the Arm of the 
'Lord revealed ? And here I would gladly know, 
what other Perfon can be fuppofed" to have been 
meant by the Prophet, but {hat Victorious Arm 
of the Lord, who, from the begpning, had been 
appointed tobebniifed, and tobruife the head of 
the Serpent? This, I make no doubt, was the 
very Perfon fpoken of by Ifaiab\ which will, I 
think, very evidently appear, by comparing both 
*]fyqbhets together. For inftancc, by Mofes we 
are informed of the deadly confequence of guilt, 
and'by Ifaiah we are inform'dhow, and by 
whom we are to be delivered from the punifliment 
due to guilt 5 namely, thro* the meritorious Suf- 

] ferings of the Seed of the Woman, the fame Na- 
ture that had pffended. Such very good reafon 
have we to believe, that IfaiaV% Mefliah, and 

' e Mofes^s Promifed Sped is ope and the fame Per- 
fon -, that as Mofes\ Promifed Seed was to 

" bruife the head of the Serpent, by whom we ber 

* Came Obnoxious to the Punifliment dpe to Sin, fb 
there is fcarce a Sentence in this Chapter, but 

".* what fhews us how, and by whom, the defigns of 
; the Serpent were 'to be defeated. Ver. n. By bis 

Knowledge /ball my righteous Servant jujiify many* 
~ for be pall bear their Iniquities: that is, by the 

knowledge wliich Chrifti the Promifed Se^d, Ihall 

* have of the obliquity of Sin, and of the neceffity 
\ of fufettiitting to Death the Punifliment due to 

Sin, irt ofrder to appeafe the Divine Wrath, and 
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to m?ke a reconciliation for iniquity, by aperfeft 
knowledge of the Will of God, and by a perfect 
obedience to his Will, many fhall be juftified thro* 
the Sufferings of Chrift the Promifed Seed j for 
thus it follows, Hefhallbear their iniquities. And 
as Mofes's Promifed Seed was to fubdue and con- 
quer the Serpent, by fuffering in our ftead, fb in 
like manner was Ifaiab's Vi&orious Arm of the 
Lord to defeat the defigns of the Serpent, by fuf- 
fering for us ; as appears like wife at the 6th verfe, 
411 we like Sheep have gone ajtray, we have turn* d 
every Man to his own Way+ and the Lord hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. And that by 
this was meant, the Punifhment due to our ini- 
quities, can't in the leaft: be doubted, becauft in 
the»preceding Verfe it is there (tiled, the Cbaftife- 
ment of our Peace. But in the conclufion of this 
Chapter, the Prophet fums up the whole in fuch 
a. manner, as leaves us not the leaft reafonable 
room for doubt, either concerning the twofold na- 
ture, of Chrift's office, or concerning the beneficial 
Effedts of the Suffering part. Therefore will I 
divide him a Portion with the Greats and hefbdll 
divide the Spoil with the Strong. But upon what 
account was this promifed? Becaufe he hath pour 9 d 
out bis Soul unto Death. And therefore is it not 
very evident, that he was likewife to rife from the 
dead ? Surely it is ; for how was he to have a por- 
tion with the Great, and to divide the fpoil with 
the Strong, unlefs he was to rife from the dead ? 
For, as he was firft to furrender himfelf a Prifoner 
to Death, before he could be entitled to the con- 
tents of this Promife ; fo unlefs he was likewife to 
rife from the Dead, he could never enjoy what he: 
had thus dearly purchafed. So agreeable are 
Mojis and Ifaiab with one another,* that there is 

P 4 fcarce 



Digitized 



by Google 



ir6 Tbt PrMili% *fa Recovery^ 

fcarcc a Syilahfc in this Chapter but what Is ftMpft* 
cable to Mofes'% Ptomifcd Seed. Acd therefore 
it can never be denied, that it was Written in «• 
pknation of the original PrOmifc. 
. And if weconfider the Harmony tad flridfr 
Agreement that appears between Mo fit and Daniel* 
we ihall find the Truth of this Argument more 
and more confirmed : that is, we fhail find the 
time harmony and agreement between Mofes and 
Daniel, as there is between Mofes and Ifaiab. For 
as k appears, by the explanation that was given by 
IfaiaK that the Death of the Promifcd Seed was 
couched under Mcfes's Bruife, fo Daniel tells us in 
plain terras, that the Meffiah was to be cut off. 
To be Bruifed, and to Bruife the head of the Stt* 
petit, is the account that was given by Mofes of the 
Ptomifed Seed. To be cut off to fintfh Tnu£ 
greffion, and to make an end of Sin, or, in other 
words, to deftroy the Power of it, is the account 
that was given by Daniel of the Ptomifed Met 
Hah. The firft part of which is explanatory of the 
punifhment couched under Mofe?s Bruife ; and 
the feeond explains the benefits that were to be pro* 
cured for mankind, by the Vkftory which wtt to 
be obtained over the Serpent. From whence it is, 
I think, very plainly foretold, that as the Serpent 
was the contriver of Sin, fo in the Death of Cbrift 
his Defigns Ihould be defeated, his malice prevent- 
ed, or, as it is exprefled in the original Promife, his 
Kefed Bruifed. And therefore, whatever obfedion* 
mayberaifed againft this argument, becaufe the 
Death of the Promifed Seed was not Represented 
by a wound with mortal Symptoms attending kf 
muft be raifed on a very fandy foundation* For 
fuch is the harmony and ftrwft agreement between 
Mofes and the Prophets*, that whoever can but fee * 
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at all, rtiay very plainly fee* that Mofrf% Promifed 
Seed and thfe Prdphcts Protnifcd Meffiah is one 
add thfe fame Perfon. And consequently the Death 
of the Proiiiifed Meffiah hiring been plainly fere- 
tbld by the Prophet*, it can never be denied, that 
die Death of the Promifcd Seed was eouch'd un- 
der Mofes 9 i Bruife} did* the part whereon it was 
placed, is a part of the Body of all others the 
moft diftant from the Vital parts* becaufe k ha§ 
been tbus-eacplain'd by thofe Men who were ap- 
pointed by God himfdf to be the Expofitors of 
the Promtfe. 

- And fince we may reasonably conclude^ that 
whatever waa thus reyeai'd by the Ptophets, in 
confirmation of the Death of the Pronged Seed, 
ever was intended fliould be revealed, even from 
the very time that the Promife was firffc mndet 
then, whoever confiders how folly and plainly it 
ha* been foretold by the Prophets, that die Pro* 
mifed Meffiah was to be cut off for our Tranf* 
grefiiotis, niuft acknowledge, that the Death of 
this Eminent Perfon was a Truth fo well pro* 
vided for to convince us of the certainty of it, a* 
lender M it quite unnecefiary to add ftich tokena 
m Confirmation ©f k, as would naturally arifo 
from a Wound with mortal Symptoms attending 
k% for that they who would not be convinced 
of the Death of the Piomifed Seed, itotwkhftand* 
tog the near refembiance fubfifting between Death 
and a Bruife ; chat they who fhould take no no* 
tice cf the great and wonderful end *h&t was to be 
procured for mankind thereby, namely* a full pay- 
ment of the Debt winch was eontlrj&ed.wfem Sk 
was committed ^ that they, who iftould take no 
notice of fudi Difcoteiies, as were afterwards to 
l^ repeated in conftnnatioii of it, bpth by Tyjes 

and 
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and Prophecies; that fuch Perfbns as fhould ftand 
k out agamft the Tcftimony of die Witneffeswho 
were appointed to bear record of the Promife ful„ 
filled ; and fhould refufe to hiar the voice of 
the Cbarmer, charm be never. fo wifely ;/ That all 
foch Perfons thus obfttnatdy bent to periift in 
Error* it may reafbnably be prefumed, are and 
*ver were, fo far beyond the power of all per> 
fwafion, as not to be within the reach of a Reco- 
very by any other means whatever : no, not even 
tho* (Hie rofe from the Dead, and was fent on pur* 
pofe to convince them of the great danger of trufl> 
ing to their own Righteoufiids, -and of being de- 
foftive of that righteoufhefe, which is by faith in 
the Promifed Seed. 

For tho* it be granted, that fuch a Meffenger 
might at firft fight ftrike them with Horror* tho* 
it is not improbable, that a Meflage thus delivered* 
might for fome time have a powerful Effe& * yet 
Jince length of Time moft commonly wears away 
the influence of all fuch like appearances* there is 
therefore very great room to doubt the iuccefs of 
it. But granting that it had had a good effeft, 
yet we can't fuppofe that any other converts could 
be made by it, than fuch only who had been thus 
irighten'd into it* for whatever any fuch perfon 
might fay, in confirmation of what he himfdf had 
heard and feen, it would always remain a matter 
of great doubt amongft the confidering part of 
mankind, whether the Perfon, who delivered this 
report, had not been deceived by a diforder'd 
brain, or by difturbed reft, or by the contrivance of 
the artful. And tho' this is an affair that ought tp 
be well confidered, before we could give the lcaft 
credit to fuch a report •, yet for once, let this be 
«lfowed.to h^ve been thoroughly examined, and 
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proved beyond all* exception ; yet neverthelefe til} 
we could be thoroughly fatisfied who foch a Meflage 
had been delivered by, whether it was a good or 
a bad Spirit that was concerned : in the Delivery of 
Iti as this would have been an affair of the utmoft 
corifequence, fo unlefs it could be clearly determin- 
ed, there would not: have been the leaft poflibility 
of coming to any conclufion, Whether it ought tq 
have been received or rejedted : And thus we fee 
what a (lender profpeft of fuccefs fuch a method 
affords us ; and how urilikely it 'would have been, 
to have propagated this necefiary laving faith 
in Chrift the rrpmifed Seed, by fending Meflen- 
gers from the Dead, in qrder to convince man- 
kind of the true Nature and of the beneficial E£- 
fefts of Chrift's Sufferings. 

On the other hand, how eafily may we be con- 
vinced, how folly fatisfied ought we to be from 
Mofesj the Perfon who revived the Promtfe^ and 
the Prophets, who explained it, and the DHa* 
pies, who bore witnefs to the accomplifliment 
of nt, that in the Death of Chrift, the Promif- 
ed Seed, we fhall be delivered from Death, the 
Turalhmerit due to Sin ? It is confeft (for furely 
it can never be denied) that thefe Men were Meif- 
iengers fent from God. And can we fuppofe that 
the Fountain of all Truth would endeavour to de- 
ceive us ? No forely, this is an Error that is by 
' much too monftrous to be credited. And there- 
fore, whatever doubts and fcruples might arife 
from a Meffage delivered, by one, who rofe from 
the dead, yet no fuch doubts nor fcruples can 
be raifed againft the Meflage delivered by the Pro- 
phets, and afterwards attefted by the Witnefles. 

• For befides the harmony and fold agreement that 

* appears thro* the wholes from the very time shat 
fhe See^ pf the Wonwx was appointed to be 
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*rui$bd and to Bjutiss the Head of the Serpent, 
to that wherein the PiJaples txhibiied to the world 
their Crucified and Victorious Mailer, *? the true 
Son ot Promifc ; and befides the proof, which 
arifes from the Divine Attributes, which is per- 
fectly agreeable to the fcvcral Truths that wear 
revealed by the Prophets j and befide* the proof, 
which arifes from the Brutal Sacrifice, which 
being a very different Seed from that which was 
appointed to iatisfy for Sin, as loon as Sin way 
committed, and therefore ought not to he under* 
food in any other Senfe but Typical % and beficte* 
the proof that arife* from the near rtfembtew* 
fubfifting between Death and a Brupfe j there if 
the prefent miserable efceumftances of the Jews, 
which is a very powerful proof to the Truth of 
thi* Argument, For what, tho- the unhappy 
condition of this people is no proof, that the pror 
mifed Meffiah was to be cut off fee 4ur Tragf* 
greflions * yet fugs this was likewife foretold both 
by the fame prophet and hkewife at the £une 
lime, that he fcrftold the other* and as we cap 
have no reasonable «#» to doubt his Vcwcky jn 
one tdpeft, Jo neither can we lwwre any Banner of 
jioom to doubt it in the q^ier. And fo likewife tjio* 
the power pf working Miracles, and the downfall 
of the Ltvitkd kiftkunon, fopn after the Difci- 
fks had declared that k was become qfelefs, dp 
not eacprefely fay, that Chrift's Sufferings were to 
end in Death * y*t they are collateral proofr, 
ftrengthning and confirming the Teftimony of 
thofe that did. 

The Death «f the Piwoifcd Sepd being £% 
proved by iijich; a Crowd of Wimeffes, as these 
can be no reaibn^We way to doubt that k was fore- 
told in the original Prpmife, k Jwing i^en.fi^^ 
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prtrad bock by the Witrtefles to the aCcomplifli- 
men t of the Promife and the Prophets* who were 
appointed to explain the Prdmifc, whilft the aO 
compltlhawit tof it was in txpe&adon ; fo the dsrift 
oppgfiaon between the Rcfum&kut, the Vi&oriot* 
part of Chrift'a Offitt, tad Dttth the Si*fering; 
part* and the hooe0iiy of ^reibring an equality «f 
praaf hfcttoedn both tbefe part*, wfll always afford 
w a Sufficient reafcn, why k was not represented 
by a wound %ith mortal Symptoms attending U» 
in tfcb firft d&onrtry of him. For tfo' a mortal 
wootsd would ha*e gh*n t* a much cleaner jtfo- 
fpe&*tf die Death of the Pramfed Seed -, pet as 
ft wotrid ha*e rfcprfcntedOmft fubdocd by Death, 
ib there em't be the ieaft maJboableioom todoubt 
thatoo prevent thb* was the ttMC and oMy reafoai 
wiiy i was not thus oprefeotttl* for fmoe tht 
■prtxrf far the fttfutnedm of Use Pfomufed Seed* 
araft i«xffitt% rife in proportion so die greater or 
jBHot pmhahittty, n Ins Recovery front Death*. 
a*d as ambited ttound *ronki aotafy have de- 
prived us x£ tUs ^roofc oonfajumdy beee feouiUt 
bavc coded that juft bannony* and exafit eqwScy 
rf> proof, that now appears between botli parts' 
IQhoft's Office. Bitttlasha^bc^f^ypffK^ 
*keady f it now remains that we ooofider the necef- 
fity of pjtfemng thi&e^afctyof |«oof bfttracatach 
pus of Chriif a ufce in ehisftft *fcfa*^<>f Hww 

Airito^jpuEpo^ 
benefes that vfecajo^tfefuK^^ 
fence of Chriffa RdtoreOta. Thk*^o*W%*, 
if aU otters, die Jftoft ccm^^pi^rfwi)«w 
ftcfinreaian : ft* by thcfei*fto2tt6n^fkteH¥ti«x 
Nafiuee«*he Bcoiiiif&Se** r -irrk^^ 
doc andcwitigi^iiiwman]Nai»re, i^^wuthe po- 
qBuBcnt wfairrivbw bank wft^cd mdhejl&mtf* 
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Nature) folly difcharged. By our Lord's Refer* 
rcftion and Afcenfion we know and are certain, 
that we have an Advocate with the Father ia 
Heaven ; even Chrift the Promifed Seed, who by 
his perfect obedience to the Will of God, has 
trough* in everlafiing Right eoufntf$> Dan. viL 24. 
that all who have entered into, and performed the 
Conditions of his Covenant, may, thro' his meri- 
torious Sufferings, enter into the higheft Heavens, 
ttherehets. 

This then is an Advantage that muft necefiarily 
arift from die Knowledge of Chrift's JRefurredtion ; 
namely, that it gives us afullaflurande of our own. 
And what couklcompenfate for the Lois of this great 
and important Truth, will, I believe be hard to lay ; 
for as a Refurroflion from the Dead was the greatest 
Meffing that could be procured for Mankind, after 
guilt was contracted, and all Human Nature be- 
come obnoxious to Death, the punifhment due to 
guilt \ fo even with regard to the prcfent life, 
there is nothing that is fo well qualified .to render 
us chearfol and eafy under thofe troubles and 
affli&ions, that are a necefiary confequence of 
being cloathed with Human Nature \ as the 
knowledge and full aflurance that this mortal 
Life muft put on Immortality: This, like a fin- 
vereign balm poured into our wounds, is not 
only a perfect antidote, or a fore and certain reme- 
dy agatnftall kinds of pain and uneafinds* but even . 
againft Death itfelf. For what is all the pain and 
untafinefi of the prefcnt Life, when compared 
with Eternity? And where is the Stipg of Death* 
fine* the very day that this Life ends r our Immor-* 
talLife begins? This is a Truth of fe great con* 
<crn to mankind, that there can be but very little 
excufe to be mad* for tbofc who feldom confide* 

it; 
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if; but fyrely none at all for thofc who endeavour to 
perfuade us out of it. And therefore I fhall now, 
in the next place, confider how, and by what 
fcieans, the knowledge of Chrift's Refurre&ion 
gives us full and fofficient proof of our own. 

AAd tx> this purpofe we are to obfenre, that as 
Death was a punifhment to be infli&ed on the Guil- 
ty, but not oh the Innocent; fo in the Reforrefii^ 
on of the Promifed Seed, we have all the proof 
needful to convince us of his Innocency ; and 
this being proved, whatever punifhment was in- 
flated on Him, mull be upon our account, and 
not for hinifelf. And if upon our account then, 
as it was a punifhment of the fame kind with that 
which Human Nature became obnoxious to when 
Sin was committed, it muft be effectual to procure 
our difcharge. And therefore fince we are ftill li- 
able to Death, the punifhment due to Sin, tho f 
there has been foil payment made in Our behalf, a9 
we can't reafonably underftand the benefits of this 
payment to relate to the prefent Life (it being no 
more than a State of Probation) they muft there- 
fore of neceffity relate to the Life to come ; for 
tho* it would be moft abfurd to fuppofe that a 
Being pofleft of infinite Wifiiom, Juftice, Mercy J 
and Truth, would firft appoint a proper payment 
to be made by the Human Nature for the benefit 
of Human Nature in general, and afterwards de- 
prive us of the benefit of this payment when made; 
yet there is no other way of being freed from this : 
Abfedity, than by acknowledging, that when^his 
ptefent Life is ended, an Immortal Life begins; 
For as k -would be needlefs to aitempe to proved 
that Death, the Punifhment due to Sin, is ftill in- 
ffi&ed on all the Sons of Adam \ fo it would like- 
wife be ik> tefc needlefe to attempt to prove, that 

in 
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m the pumOiment which *w to be infiiftftd wrtW 
Second Mm y Chrift, die Promifcd Seed, the** 
was full Payment to be made for the debt which 
was contracted when Sin was committed. TW 
was fo plainly foretold by M*ft$ % Ifaiak and Dt- 
niily that we may with equal reafon doubt the Truth 
cf the whole Sacred HUtory, as this part of it. 
For wfeis there has been fall payment made, how 
can fcbefiad, 27*/ £fe Chafiifemtnf of our ptatt 
was laid open him ? If notwithftanding the Suffer- 
ings of Chnft, the Pwsaifcd Seed, Sin ftiB Ik that 
OW Ctaft which way is tranfgreflion finiihad, *r 
the Malic? a#d Treachery of the Serpent prer«t* 
ed ; or, as it is exprcft in the Promtfe, the head 
of the Serpent Bruited? If therefore there Is no 
denying, that is? the Death of Chrift> the Pupw- 
fed Seed, there has been ivll lausfadion made -for 
our Tra^rpQpn ; then even the Divine juftice k< 
felf, the only Attribute which the guilty race \m 
W& reafcrn to dread, -mutt contribute proof to the 
giuth of this Argument. 

But yet farther % fince Death was die Debt con* 
lifted when Sin waa committed* an ^ chrift the 
JProflDifod Seo4 the very and only perfon appoin&d 
to fay andfitisfy this debt for the Human Nattire, 
what <can afford a more fobftantial proof that this 
&$t vas folly <ftfid and Satisfied, than to foe the 
very peiribn who had undertaken the payment tf 
(his debt fiar the Human Nature rifing from Detfh 
fprkanortal life? By Mofisw&uz informed, tfotf 
thro' tfaefcWcetf thej>ev^^ 
pace became <>bno*iou$ to Death; agdwfctfte* 
jifford fr conviodng a >proof ttet theiwid #f the 
Scrpmt was brotfri, hi* dofigns defeated, and Afr 
Malice prcvtsnted v a* to fee ihc Human $aaB& 
jn^c Prpm^d S«e4, ppflfcft^f gjwwr &p*or 

to 
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to- Death? What can afford foch weighty reafonar 
for; placing. our ,whole Confidence mthis Viftorious* 
Arm of the Lord, as to fee this Eminent Conque-. 
nw, who from the beginning had been appointed 
to .be bmifed* and to . bruife the Jiead of the Ser- 
pent, firft furrendering himfelf a Prifoner to Death: 
and the GraVe, and afterwards obtaining a com- 
plete Vjftory over them? I have already proved, 
that. a ftedfaft faith is required of all who are to- 
be made partakers with this Eminent Conqueror in. 
the Spoils, of his Victory ; and what can afford fo. 
iblid a foundation to build a ftedfaft faith upon, as. 
the proof that was given us of his own Refurredti- 
on ? Are; we grown fuchScepticks that nothing but. 
Demonftration will convince us ? then here is De- 
monftration for us ; and (uch Demonftration it is,. 
as ought moft gladly to be accepted of. For do we 
confider the miferable State that Human Nature 
was involved in, . when Sin was committed ? if we 
do* we muft needs know, that he only, who could 
vanquifti Death, and deliver himfelf from the Pow- 
er of the Grave, is the only Perfon to be applied 
to for his afliftance ♦, he is the only Perfon to be 
depended .on as our Saviour. For what reasonable, 
room. can. there be to doubt his ability to (aye 
others, after we are convinced of his own Refor- 
redHon? What can afford fuch powerful proof of 
the extraordinary Skill of the Surgeon, who is ap- 
pointed to heal us of that Mortal Wound, which 
by. the Serpent was given to the whole Humaji 
Race,, as to fee the very Perfon appointed to this 
office, not only fobnikting to be mortally wound- 
ed,, tut hkewife performing a complete and perfedfc 
-cure on Himfelf ? Can there be the lead reasonable 
room, to doubt, .that he who iiad.thus conquered 
Death by Dying, and led. captivity captive j. that 
... .; CL ** 
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he who had gained die Viftory over Death, ereft 
when a PriJbner to it ; can there, I £y, be the 
leaft reafonabk room to doubt of his abiity ta 
five to the uttermoft all that come unto Him, who 
had laved himfelf even when under filch difhdran- 
tageous Citcumftances ? 

*Twas faid of our bleflcd Lead, when upon the 
Croft, by the blind and ignorant Jew* That be 
fisved others,, but bimfelf be could notfave. And 
how demonftrably fatte this Afperfion was, is molt 
apparent by his own Refurre£tk>n. To fave him-* 
klf according to the manner which the Jew requi- 
red him, was indeed what he could not do ; for 
how then muft the Scriptures have been fulfilled ? 
Bnt if the coming down from the Crols would 
have been a Efficient proof of his being the Pro* 
mifed Mefliah % if foch an inftance of Divine Pow- 
er would have convinced them of his being their 
King, their promifed Deliverer : How much more 
fully fatisfied, in this matter, ought they to have 
been by his Refurrc&ion ? Here we fee their own 
Requcft was granted, tho* it was in a different 
manner to that which was required > and from 
hence how reafonably may we believe, that the 
Men of Nineveh will rife in judgment, not only 
againft that Generation, but likewife againft all 
Unbelievers, snd condemn them I For they were 
converted even by the Shadow of this Eminent 
Ferfon -, but when the Subftance appeared, when 
Chrift himfclf was come, He whom we are ftri<3> 
ly required to hearken to and obey, Him they re* 
je&ed. And as much inferior was Jonas to tint 
great Prophet, as the fign which was aflced, to 
that which was wrought for their Convcrflan* Tbi 
Sign of the Prophet Jonas was a Sign thai might 
have been ^ aflced v but for them, who had been 
*'.-'' trained 
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trained up under fifojfa and the Prophets, to aflc a 
very different Sign, &> that which had been foretold 
by: htofes and the Prophets, moft: certainly was 
highly criminal,. «d plainly fhews how little they 
had profited by their writings. But leaving the' 
Unbelieving. Je» ta reflect on what he once pro- 
mifed* namely, that he would bdicve if our bief- 
fed Lord would comd down from the Crofc, andf 
on the unreafbnablenefs of his not believing whet* 
Chrift rofefrom the dead: let us return to the very 
great advantage that we itow enjoy, from a full al~< 
furancc of this miracle having been performed by 
iim. 

And from what has already been dbferved upon 
k, it appears to be a 1 moft excellent means for pro* 
moling our true happinefs, both in the prefentt 
Life, and that which is. to come i for as the prefent 
fife is a mere nothing. When compared with eterni« 
ty, fo there is no argument that can more power- 
fully perfuade us to preft forward with Patience and 
Rengnation to the Will of God, under thofe trou- 
bles and perplexities that we meet with here, than 
the knowledge and full affurancc of being eternally 
happy hereafter. Twas this that animated theDik 
ciples of our blefled Lord, with that courage and 
Rcfolution which carried them thro 9 all the difficul- 
ties which they had to encounter with, when they 
were bearing teftimony w the Accomplifhment o$ 
the Promife. And when 'tis righdy confidered by us* 
as it was by them, it will never fail of having the 
fame powerful Influence over us, as it had ovca 
them. But then, as the certainty of our eternal 
Happinefs depends entirely on the certainty of tho 
Refurre&ion of our promifed Deliverer, by whofii 
tfiftmous Attn it itruft be procured fb/* us ;■ fo 
therefore ha^tfo ttefexwftiM bew conceiicd, and 

- Q^2 his 
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Ms Death plainly revealed, or which is juft the ve* 
iy fame thing, had the Death of the Pronrifed- 
Seed been revealed by a wound with mortal' 
Symptoms attending it ; the original Promife would 
have been fo far from contributing proof to the 
Refurre&ion, the Vi&orious part of (Thrift's office, 
that it would rather have been an argument againft 
it ; and confequently would have been fo far from 
deferving the Chara&er of a complete difcovery, 
that it would have been fcarce poffible to "have 
brought it within the rules of common prudence. 
For by this rule we are taught to meafure our 
efteem in proportion to the value of things, .and 
to give the preference to foch things as are of the 
greater Advantage to us ; and therefore, fince no- 
thing could be of fo great advantage to mankind, 
when guilt was contracted, and all Human Nature 
become obndxious to Death the punifhment due to 
guilt, as the knowledge and full aflurance of being 
delivered from this punifliment ; and fince . nothing 
could give us fuch lull aflurance of this deliverance, 
as the knowledge and full aflurance of the Refur- 
redtion of the Human Nature, in the promifed 
Seed : then: to be agreeable eo this rule of common 
prudence, the Refurreftion would moft certainly 
claim to be, placed in theitrongeft light, that the 
nature of the Metaphor would reafonably admit 
of, when the Redemption of mankind was firft 
foretold;, left by a full and plain difcovery of 
Death, the Suffering part, we fhpuld readily have 
given credit to this, which is the lefler advantage, 
And for want of the fame ckarnefs, have been 
doubtful of the Refurredtion, which is by much the 
greater. . . -j 

^.And therefore, as a wound with mortal 
Symptoms: attending it, or* Bruife placed near 
z*: . . * • the 
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fbk&M parts, would totally have deprived us 
of thk proof which wc are now furnifhed with> 
in: confirmation of Ghrift's Vi&ory ovqr Death* 
tonfequentjy all argtJments which tend -to prove, 
that the Suffering Part of Chrift's office ought tp 
havp Wn thus ieprefenjed, in the firft difcovery 
of him, arc: fo 6r from being agreeable to righ,t 
reafon, .as to fall mbch below the level of common 
prtidepce. . , V •:* 

Which will ftill more evidently appear, if we 
conflcfer whatiadequitedbf us, in order {o intitle us 
ta -Ac benefits, of. this* .promifed Sacrifice, fto* 
accocding to the -Type, of the Brazen Serpent, a^ 
pcarftabeufted&ft faith. For a9.it was with the 
-ChadnmW lfrad> .fb it will be with us*, as they 
only received z'Khxtc for the Venomous bite of 
t fery Serpents, . wtjcj widj an; Eyfc of fakh Looked 
on the Brazen Serpent that was lifted up on the tQp 
of arpole - 9 :£o in 4ikrf nw&net "they cfnly* who with an 
Eyq of .fltidi Jookjofiiteir bruifed Rodowier, who 
hi been lifted uphoh the,Crols, will reqeive ft cut* 
for tfie.Yenom of the .old Serpent, There are ma- 
ny other paflagea id the.iold Teftament which prove 
that a ffiedfeft fiuth is rehired of all who are. to 
•be. made partakers of the benefits. of the Promife* 
and it is very obfervaWe, that almpft all the 
•Threats denounced. againft the Jews in the thirty* 
lecohd chapter erf •Deuteronomy, are charged againft 
them* for the want of Faith, verfe io; and for 
their being unmindful of the Rock of Salvation \ 
this tbeyfligbtly:cfieemedr> verfe.ij* and therefore 
is the Anger of tie Lord kindled, which will not 
only burn up and.confme the Unbelieving Jewr, 
but all kind of Unbelievers whatfoever, becaufe it 
is to burn and confmeeven to the loweft Hell. But 
without laying any thing more at prefent upon this 
Q^3 •" Sub- 
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Subjeft, let uscenfiderfeow <thb .mocj&qr ftvfeg 
faith was to be propagated; This andoetecfly 
was by die Writings of the Prophets, and the 
TcfHmony of the ApoJties* thgonchehig ?ppcM<cd 
to explain theftromife, whilfe ib* Arnimrtforacnt 
of it was in expe&ation, and the other being ap- 
pointed to bear record of * when fulfilled v and 
therefore the Teftimony of the Apofttas <is mery 
emphatically ftiled by St. 7*»w, The txgnfocj 
word which is Me 4* fine wr Wkls* dutos, pro* 
vided k « received with 4wp ^becoming Meckr 
«jefy Lowhneft and Thtnkfirfmft, that fcidjperw 
tant a Difcovery moll: Totfomafcrty roqoins of m t 

Thataftedfaft faith « reared of dl who are 
to be made partakers of (he Jnnq$ts «f the Pro- 
mi&> and that the Prophets amUhe Apofttos woe 
theFerfons appointed to propagate tfassJaring faith, 
is undoubted. 

But ncvcuhdefi if it can be proved, that fcr 
'want of an emudity of proof betute* faoffa parts 
of Chrifto office m this firft discovery *tf Wit 
neither the writings «f Ac frophets, nor theTeftir 
jnony of the Wknefles would have cpntribufei 
<any diing towards the eftablilhment of this necef- 
fciy laving faith. And as it fa very certain that a 
wound with moral Symptoms wpuid have depr* 
wiusof the equality ofpipof* theaunle&iecan 
fce fiippofed to fee sonfiftent with reafon, ibr a 
Being poflieft of infinite Wijclom and Mercy id do, 
and undo* that is 9 feft to appoint a proper and 
cffit&ual remedy for the Venom of thp Serpent, 
and afeerwards to render the f&eaos of obtaining 
jhis retpedy fo very difficult, that no on* who ua- 
derftood the original Proraift, where ihia moody 
was firft pubfifted, could perform tfct conditions 
fequiwd ofhimj ty&m&f^ m&& BW*rt 
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to convince us that the Death of the Promifcd Seed 
ought not to have been rtprcfcnted by a mortal 
#ound. 

And therefore, in order to prove how inefiedual 
to the purpofe intended the writings of the Pro* 
phets ted the Tdtimony of the Witnefles would 
have beefc, provided the Death of the Promifcd 
Seed had been thus reprefentcd, I fhall not need 
to take any notice of the Difficulties which the 
Difckries had to encounter with, in nropagating the 
Chriroan feith, as die cafe now ftands * all that 
will at preferit be needful to be confider'd is, what 
objedions might have been raifed againft their Tef- 
timony, provided the Death of the Promifcd SeedT 
had been Jb ftrongly reprefented as to have eacdud* 
ed the Refurrt&ioa j; for this undoubtedly wouM 
have been the cafe* if the Wound foretold as the 
Archetype of Chriffs Sufferings, had been fo placed 
as to ha vfc had the appearance of a mortal wound, 
Abd thefe upon a very little examination will be 
found to be fuch as would have beenunanfwerable. 
For unkft the feveral Truths which they were fcnt 
to bear record of, corrc^onded with, and were agree- 
able to thofe which were foretold in the original 
ftoteife ; I flluft coafefc I can't fee how it could 
be e*pe£bed that their Tcfiimony fhould be receiv- 
ed, at feaft by the Jens* the Perfons whom they 
were firft fcnt to. For whatever may be laid concern- 
ing the Windnefe and ignorance of that people, yet 
it is very certain that they always did, and do now 
allow the writings of the Prophets to contain an 
account of feveral Events which either have or will 
in due time receive their Accomplilhment by the 
Perfbn or Perfons so whom thofe Prophecies relat- 
ed. And therefore fiffce the Event is the only proof 
that the Perfoaby whom it came to pals, was die 
QL4 Fwfe» 
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Perfbn Foretold. in. thie Prophecy-, then uiriefe the 
Kefurre&ion had been foretold in the original Pro- 
mife, I muft eonfefs, I don't fee to what purpofe 
it would hare been for the Difciples to have infifted 
on this Miracle having been performed by the blefled 
Jcfus; for which way would this have proved him to 
he the Perfbn Foretold in this Prophecy, if upon ex- 
amination of the Prophecy kr fhould have appeared 
.that.no fuch. miracle .was to-be performed by the 
•Perfciuthere Fpoken of? And therefore if the Re- 
rfurredtioa would have been of: na ufe to the Difci- 
ples, unkfs it had been foretold in the Promife -, 
then-let us proceed one ftepfarthen ^ 

The Jews were brought up under an Institution 
•which was twell known to be of Divine Appoint- 
ment, and being fuch, it^would moft certainly have 
beeiuhighly criminal in them to have forfkken it, 
.without gjood and fufficient reafon for fo doing. 
.And now let us confider whether the Tdtimony 
•.delivered .by the Difciples would have: afforded 
good and fufficient reafon or no ? The Apoftles 
Argument was, that the Law being no more than 
a Shadow . of the good things contained in the 
Promife, and. that in the Death and Refunt&on 
of the blefled Jcfus, the Promife being fulfilled ; 
the Jews ought therefore to lay afide the Brutal 
Sacrifice, and truft wholly on the Promifed Sacrifice. 
Let this be granted, and even then, tho 5 the Le- 
Mtual Inftitution was no more than a Typical In- 
ilitution, yet as it was not to be difiumuPd till the 
Promife was fulfilled : fo therefore this was an 
Ai&ir, that would require to be ftri&ly examined 
by the Jews before they departed from it ; and 
the. only way for them to be: convinced :o£ the 
Truth of this affair,. undoubtedly was from the 
-.harmony and ftri&ragrwment between the feveral 

Truths 
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Truths that were contained in the Promife, and the 
Teftimony delivered by thofe wha were appointed 
to bear witnefe td the accompiiihmentof it.. If there- 
fore upon an Enquiry being made, the Jews fhould 
have found little or no agreement between the Pro- 
mife and the Witnefles to the. Accomplifhment of 
it ; they 'undoubtedly would have had very good 
reafon for reading their Teftimony, and none at all 
for receiving it. For whatever the Difciples might 
lay in favour of, the Referre&ion, it might very 
jufUy have been replied, that however powerfully 
convincing this miracle might be, that the Perfon 
by whom it had been performed, was a Perfon 
fent from God, yet as it was not agreeable to the 
Word of God, which had been revealed in the origi- 
nal Promife, ib it could not be urged as a proof of 
the promifed Seed •, and if it could not be urged in 
proof of the Promifed Seed, then the Jews would 
ftill have wanted proof to convince them thar- the 
Promife was fulfilled, and til they were convinced 
of this, they could not forfake the Law ; at feaft, 
without running the hazard of being highly crimi- 
nal for fo doing. And therefore uniefs the Refur- 
redtion of the Promifed Seed had had a place in this 
firfti difcovery of Him, the Jews would' Father 
have been, to be commended than blamed, for re- 
jecting the Teftimony of the Difciples. For how 
eafily might it have been replied to them, when 
they boafted of this miracle, that they ought to 
have underfbood the Promife much better before 
•they attempted to exhibit the facred Perfon by 
whom it was to be fulfilled, or at leaft they ought 
to have been well affiired that this Sacred Perfon 
» was likewife to rife from the dead, as well as to fub- 
mit to the Stroke of Death, before they infixed fo 
much on its being a difaiminating token of the 

True 



Digitized 



by Google 



*S4 *** Pretebihty if a ttowv$ry % 
3THie Son of Promifc? In fhort, had tbeRcferrc&kih 
been concealed, and the Death Df the Promifed Seed 
plainly revealed, it might have gjven great fiifpt- 
don,jfihet the Difcipk* wore no other than fo many 
Jfttpoftfers, ifthey hadinftftedonthe Refarreftion ; 
for as it can't be iippofed that the Perfons who 
were chofen to bear record of the Aecomplifhment 
Of the Pxomife, owittfeignotant ofthefcveralTruths 
that twre obtained therein, b neither can it be 
Juppofed' that .they would hare infifted on any 
tiu^ more that what wa? rekUy oo^ therein; 
jjpKSufe this mnft riecefiarily have drawn fome fof- 
pick** after it, and therefore in all probability would 
have been the means of overthrowing that faith, 
which they were 1 endeavouring to eftaWilh. And 
#oo> hence we fee what difficulties muft ncceflarily 
have attended the Difisplcs, provided the Death of 
the Promiftd Seed: had been fo Arongly reprefented 
.tttohftre occluded the Refurre&ion •, and how they 
.would have been able to hare freed themfelves from 
fhofe d^ulties»is^ I jodft coofefi^ muchmore than I 
am abfc to diicover ; forwhat reafon could have been 
affigo'd for revealing Deaths the Suffering part of 
Chrift's office, and for concealing the Refurre&ion, 
the Vidoridus part? Tkere are many reafons to be 
"given w^hich prove the neceffity of preserving an 
equality <jf proof btfwerin both parts of Chnft*s 
office y but these, is no argument to be produced 
that can prove it nepefiary for the lefler advantage 
to have been plainly tercal'd, whilft no notice was 
taken of the greater v becaufe this irdireftly con- 
trary to the rule of common prudence. And there- 
fore had nothing more ;been revealed of our promt- 
led Deliverer, than that he was to be *rvjs£d to 
Death, or which comes attto the lame end, had the 
Death of dpfrgntt by a 

v»>i inprtal 
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awtal wound, as Ac Rdufrtiftfanofthe Pvondfedl 
Seed would have been totally cwJndcd, ibhootAi 
never afterwards haVe been urged tytheDifciplea 
as a proof that xfaeiblrffcd Jefue, ty «*wm thkmi- 
wdc had been peDfoemcd, waathe nay peribn who 
fi&ra the bogjmung lad tan appointed wj| 
JnfffSEP, oaf i» £rav)r tfe ficae* «/ *4r3wpML 
And fince Deadro tonvnon to 41 on, at nothing 
of any great weight could have teen orged front 
hence, fo it i$ -very evident th*t afl which the D$ 
fciples could hare uad onber conbtrning tbe bene- 
fits of cbe Psosrife, or the fitted Pcrfbn by who*. 
Hind been fulfilled, would haw been d ba ua ed tth 
better than vain babbling. 
- Kit however, intxderto Uuftnte this ttMttr 
more ckariy, for once let us proceed by Way cf 
analogy, and argue this point by the praAte* 4£ 
the PrimitiveChriftians, and weihall iboa riifamt 
what would have been the confequence of repre* 
fcodng the Death, of the Proinifcd Seed by a mor- 
tal wound. Fnom the Bntohnre Chriftans, w* 
ate to ob&nre, that this police was ftridJy ad- 
hered to i namely^*© take no notice of any cf 
Ihofe niradeathat wen find by the Htmiofes of 
that age tohare beta weooght bjr the bJdftd Jcft»v 
unldEs thofc were aga c eahte to what had been 
prefigured and fiweawd kfMefa end the ftophtu 
to be wnnigfc by die Prornifcd Meflftah. Andfo 
highly c o m m e nd able was tint 'rule which they 
were gorernedby, that wery bale need be fed in 
vindication of it. For fine* infinite WiOom and 
Mercy, when forefceing tbe bhndncfi and igno* 
ranee that would prevail at the Time appointed ftit 
the accompBfliraent of the Piomhe, and In order 
to prevent the deadly efie&i of das bfcndnefi, and 
<he mote readily to hang mankind to the know- 
ledge 
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ledge of their Promifed Deliverer^ has, (befides the 
many tokens which were given of this Eminent 
Pferfon by ; the Fipphets, relating to the family 
that he: was to be 4iX)efcendant of, .and the tame 
#nd- place of his bitth^ 6fa) been pleafed to add an 
€ccwnt of the :imtades alfo, which were to be 
Performed by him ^.Wifely therefore did the Primi- 
tive Chrifti^ns adhere id this:. Draught or Copy of 
jiniracjes, that they jwere furritthed with by Mofis 
^nd the Prophets -v not doubting that it was folly 
jjtfficient to anfwer the purpofe for which it had 
j^pen revealed ; and: from thence concluding that 
ihejbkffcd Jefus would fcafce go out of that road; 
which had been chalked out for him by thofe Met- 
-fcngflp .that, weft fent before him to prepare the 
jqray Jfor his coming. .For in all his la&ons we find 
AW9 £fccefully obferving what had been foretold of 
4wi;>: abd to this^rpofeheirlforfnshis Difciples, 
•vtfien they were going up tof Jenujulem^ thai aH 
J&i*gt*ebicb wire. written op the Son of Man 
fpfi&aumplijbedyatod even: in Jiis laft dying 
jqpmtftts, when, he declared that he thirfied^ we 
^oijifbOTied, that this was dene that the Scriptures 
&igp be fulfilled. And therefore as thus much' wQl 
be fufficient WiVindicate therPrimttive Chriftians; 
foz rejp£tyng &/ no true pifture of the Promifed 
Md&fa all bther kinds tof attacks,, but f\jch a$ 
t were agreeable td ttiofe which had beta foretold by 
*he>P/ophcts ; fo therefore, if it was juft and right 
in diem ftridly to adhere to tbePfrophets account 
of the .miracles, that were to • be wrought by the 
Promifed Meffiah ; : would it not rhave been equally 
juft and right in thofe who oppofed the Difciples, to 
have made this objection againft their Teftimony of 
the Refurre&ion v namely, that k was jiotforetojd 
jn the Qrigiwl Praraife, ,and therefore could be-nft 
. , « . true 
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true pifture of Mofes*$ Promifed Seed, and cohfc- 
cjuently that, it trould, not be alledged as a proof? 
that the bleffed Jefus, by ^hom this- miracle hadE 
been wrought, was the true &>n of Promife ? un-? 
doubtedly it would. For fmce this objection takes 
its rife from the very fame principle that the Pri- 
mitive Chriftians were governed by, and fince it? 
muft be of equal force in ail cafes of the like na-* 
ture •, if it. was juft and right in them ftri&ly to 
adhere to the Sacred Scriptures, and to give their* 
aflent to no other kind of miracle, but fuch as had 
beien foretold of ' the Promifed Mefliah •, theft with 
equal juftice might they who oppofed theDifciples,' 
as ftri&ly adhere to what had been foretold { in ih€ 
Promife, concerning the Sacred Perfon by whom tt 
was to be fulfilled.. And confequendy, if the Death 
of this Eminent Perfon had been 4b ftrongfy rtpr& 
fented, as to have excluded the Refurre&icxi^hkii 
muft have been the cafe, provided it had 6^en ! re- 
pretexted by a moital wound, I can't feehbw di£ 
yews, or any other Perfon,would have been culpafele 
for rejedting the Tcftimony of the Wknfefles. ^ :: \, 
For did the Primitive Chriftians think it unreal 
fonable to believe that any thing material or nedi& 
ftry to be known, concerning the miracles that 
Yrere. to be wrought by the Promifed Meflkl^'was 
omitted by the Prophets ; then much moreumtefc? 
fonable would it be . to believe that fo very import 
tant a part of Chrift's office as the Refurreftioi* 
is, would have been, omitted in this firft difcoVer^ 
of him, provided his office was to have been cdhli 
pofed of two parts, that are in their nature lb dP 
rectly oppofite to one another, as the Death aftd 
{tefurrection are ; not only .becaufe of the (ujpfcrioF 
Excellency of the Victorious part of his office, #Wcft? 
bging the fifft. fruits of the Refurreftio* 'ifttbt 
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Lot* of Common Prudence, very juftly claim to 
fee placed m the ftmegeft lights th& the nature rf 
the Metaphor would reafonably admit of, wherd 
li* Redemption; of mankind was firfb foretold a 
but likewifc* becaufe k being in its nature the befl: 
■paftfisd to diftinguHh the true Son of Promife, 
teonv the fitlfe pretender ta tbxi office^ at the feme 
time that it points out that Eminent Periba who 
was appointed to he our Deliverer,, it gives us 
fcch j^ft rcafcns lor placing our whole confidence 
in him, as cannot be withftood by any one who 
conficfers the unhappy ftate that mankind was in* 
voWed in, when the Promife mas made. For 
as Death was die Difeafe that Human Nature was 
infoded with, when Sin was committed, fo there 
b nothing that oat fo powerfully perfwade u» 
ftedfcftly to eotiflde in this Eminent Conqueror, 
•s the Vi&ory which he bimfelf has obtained ove* 
Death: and more efpecially when we confider, that 
for our fakes was he thus cloathed with, the Hw- 
* man Nature, and for our fakes did he thus fuflfe* 
in the Human Nature,, and for our fake* did he 
thus conquer. 

And therefore: fince this Vi&ory ever Death sn& 
the Grave was thus: highly neceflary to be known, 
there can be no manner of reafiwt to believe that ic 
*ould have been concealed* whercthe. Death of the 
Promifed Seed was revealed,, provided it was to 
few* been a part of his office. And confequently, 
however greatly the Apoftle9 might rejoice in thkr 
curaqlo* yet the greateft motive of their Jk# 
eould only arife from its. having been foretold ifo 
the ori^ml ?romife ; for had it nor been foretold* 
ifi would rood certainly haveadminifter'd juft rea- 
fcnp for, ofajje&ng againft their Teftifloony , the? 
all for receiving it. 
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Had it not been foretold in the original Vttih 
tniie, I mijft confefi, I can't fee of what ufe the 
writings 6f die Prophets would have been ; for 
do 9 the office of the Prophet! eonfifted in that of 
the Expofitor, as well as the Prophet* tho* they 
preappointed to explain the Proroife, yet they 
could make no addition to it, at leaft without «o- 
dangering the benefit which they themfd ves were 
intended to promote. For 'tis by the harmony 
and ftrift agreement, that appears between? Afofcj 
and the Prophets* thai we are enabled to proved 
that Afofis'st Promifed Set& and the Prophets 
promifed M«fiiah is one and the fame P^rfoni 
Whereas let this harmony and ftrift agreement be 
broken, and there* an end of all the, Advantages 
which we now receive from their writings 5 at 
leaft that part of them whkfr aebtte* ta $p Pro* 
twfed Mefliah; for 'tis no whore fstd^tj^tkoossr 
of, that JMfe/JAPromifed Swt aad tte Prophets 
proraifed Meffiah is ok and the &mePter&rv Oir 
(hat thofe things which were repealed by the. Pro* 
phets, concerning thePromifedMeffiah,, ted, t«^ 
ference to, and ftriftly '{peaking* were applicable 
to no other Pcrfon, but to Afi^/s Proorifed Seedx* 
And therefore, provided there iadbcen fo wide * 
difference between JMt/b's, Pmmifcd Seed* ami 
die Prophet? promifed MeJEah, that the: one «m 
to be bruifed on the Heel only* and thatthcttttor 
was to be bruifed to Death 1 <tt provided the oat 
itt» bebwufed tfc Beach, andtlm the otbarwj* 
no* qnly to bet bwu&d u* Death* bm Ukewilfc.to 
»fe a&to for our }tfti&crtiQ» 1 or provided the 
Qo&wtt to Jh»«e been perfeOdy Human,, and *be 
9f her w,aft to Jbve beea God Mim* as in either .of 
&qfe cafe there would have been aoineooncika^ 
Jferenot between. Mvftt and tte Prophet^ fa we 

. ihould 
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fhould have been obliged to acknowledge, that 
the Promifed Seed, and the . Promifed Meffiah, 
were two different Perfons. For fiirely nothing 
can be more abfurd than to fuppofe, that there 
could : be any incdnfiftency or Conttadi&ion be- 
tween fuch men as wrote by Divine Infpiration.* 
And therefore fin£e it appears from the Prophets 
account of the prpmifed Meffiah, that he was not 
tjnly to be made a Prifoner to Death, but likewife 
that he was to fubdue and conquer this King of 
Terrors* and that he was to rife from the dead, 
within the'Space of three Days ^ then unlefs there 
had been fome tokens in the original Promife of 
the Refurreftion as well as of the Death of the 
Promifed Seed, and likewife of the twofold na- 
ture of his Perfbn, . I can't fee t» what purpofe 
it would have been for the Difciples to have ap- 
pealed to the writings of the Prophets, in order to 
confirm and ftrengthen that Teftimony, which 
they had deliver'd concerning Mefes's Promifed 
Seed. For how eafily might it have been replied 
to them, that what was revealed of the one was 
no ways applicable to the : other P And therefore as 
the fuccefc of all tjhiat Was afterwards revealed by 
the Prophets, depended intirely on what had been 
foretold in the Promife, and if nothing more than 
the Death of our promifed Deliverer had been 
foretold therein 5 io^rould have been much beyond 
the power of the Difciples to haVe given any one 
fubifanrial proof, that' the facred Perfon whom they 
had exhibited as the true Son of Promife, was 
the very Pcrfon who from the beginning; had beea 
appointed to be bruifed, and to bruife the head 
ctf the Serpent; that is, to fuffer for Sin, and to 
deliver us from die pufiifliment due td Sia. For 
if when, deprived '. of the Rtfunrqftion of the pro^ 
-**.*".. mifed 
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A Proof of CbriJPs RefurreSlkn. ■ i\i 
mifeti Seed, they irtuft heceflarily have been de- 
prived of the writings' of the Prophets alft), 
Whit ntore could they have infilled on, than that 
the bleffed Jefus had fuffered Death, which is the 
common fete of all mankind ? and would this only 
have afforded good and fqfficient neafons for the 
Jews to have forfaken the Law, which they knew 
»to be of Divine Appointment ? forely it would not, 
and mor£ efpecially if the nature of his Death was 
corifidered, which being of the moft ignominious 
Kind, would rather have given them a mean and 
contemptible opinion of him, than have been the 
•means of encouraging them to have confided on 
hiiii>as their Promifed Deliverer. - ' 

Nor can it be fuppofed that the miracles that were 
wrought by the Difciples, no nor even the dowri.- 
fallof' the -Z>wrif*/Inflittition, foon after they had 
declared that it was weak and ineffe&ual and near 
its end/Svould have bdeh able to have fupportcd 
and maintain'd the Truth of this part of their Tef- 
thnoby, provided the Death of the Promifed Seed 
had been fo ftrongly reprefented as to have exclud- 
ed the Refurreftion j becaufe nothing tan reconcile 
truth' With felfehood, and becauife it eould never 
afterwards have been faid that the Refutreftion was 
to have" bfeen a part of ChriftV office, provided ft 
had been excluded from the original Promtfe. And 
therefore finee by- 1 the fironger reprefentation of 
Death, the weaker would have been 'the repre- 
feritation' of Chrift's Viftory over Death ; with 
great WilBom was the * wound, foretold as the Ar- 
chetype of thrift's Sufferings, placed on the rnoft 
diftaiitpart of any 1 in the whole Body from all 
the Vital parts. For had it been otHerwife placed, 
hotfeter ufeful and neceflary the feveral Trutte 
which sre dcducibW -from. (Thrift's Victory -over 
•i R JDeath 
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Death may be ; whether to render us patient and 
. eafy under the troubles and anxieties that are a ne- 
ceflary confequence of the prefentLife, ortodiftin- 
guifh the true Son of Promife from the faHe Pre- 
tender, or to build a ftedfaft faith upon, or to 
render the Teftimony of the Difciples capable of 
convincing ; or laftly, to render the writings of the 
Prophets applicable to the purppfe for Which they 
had been revealed •, all this at leaft we muft have 
been deprived of, provided the Death of the Pro- 
mifed Seed had been reprefented by a* mortal 
wound. Nor was there any other way of avoiding 
it than by giving fuch a clear difcovery of both 
parts of Chrift's office in the original PromHe, that 
neither part Would have ftood in need of any far- 
ther explanation. But this having been fuUy pro- 
ved to be no ways comparable to the method cho- 
fen for the fuccefe of it, it muft therefore be high- 
ly abfurd in any one to pretend to fay r that it 
ought to have been otherwife reprefented* than as 
it is ; tho* there is fome difficulty in comprehend- 
ing the Metaphor wherein the the twofold nature 
of Chrift's office was firft foretold. 

Which will ftill more plainly appear, if we coiv 
fider the Succefs that might reafonably haye been 
expefted as the cafe now Hands, with an equality of 
proof between both parts of (Thrift's office, and 
compare it with the fuccefe that might have been 
expe&ed from a mortal wound. And here we 
are to obferve, that as the Speeds of all that had 
been done by the Prophets, and all that was to be 
done by the Difciples, when they were to bear re- 
cord of the accomplishment of tjbe Promife, de- 
pended entirely on this equality of proof between 
both parts of Chrift's office, and as a mortal wound 
.would totally have deprived us of this equality of 
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pro*£ fe there cm fie no manner of companion 
betwden the one and the, other \ for had the Vk> 
carious part of drift's office been excluded bf 
Mfffis r fince it vcas afterwards plainly revealed; bf 
the Prophets, as this, would have made an ifce-* 
cuneHeable difference between Mofes and the Pro* 
phets, (o we mull: have been forced toackiKswfedgp 
that Mfifes** Promifed Seed, and the Prophets 
promifed Mefliah were two different Perfbm ; and 
as in confequence of this, the Difciples could havQ 
nfcde no ufe of the Writing* of die Prophets in 
order to confirm and ftrengthen theTeftimonJ 
which they delivered concerning that accomphfh-* 
ment of the Promife, fo the whole affair moft 
have mifcarried. For if their Teftimony is not 
univerfally received, tho* it is fupported by unde* 
n»ble Authority -, then if it could be deprived of 
this Authority, we may reafonably conclude that it 
would have been rejected long ago. Whereas on 
the other hand, the twofold nature of Chrift*s office 
having been foretold from the beginnings and the 
very fame things having been laid by the Prophets, 
of the Promifed Mefliah, the Difciples might very 
juftlymake ufe of thofe much more explicit difcoverid 
that had been revealed by the Prophets,, in order to 
confirm and ftrengthen the Teftunoiay which tfrey 
were delivering concerning the accompHfhment of 
the Promife ; they might then with-great freedom 
boaft of theRefurre&ion oftheblefiedJefus,and prove 
it to be a difcriminating token of his being the tru* 
Son of Promife, as well from the Promife itfelf, as 
thofe writings which had been revealed by the Pro- 
phets in explanation of the Promife. And there- 
fore tho* die jews would not have been culpable 
for adhering to the Law till they had good and 
fufficient proof of the accomplifhment of the Pre* 
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mife ; yet as -the* cafe now itands, they nfcfl: cer- 
tainly are highly criminal, there being good, and 
fufficient proof, not only of the accomplifhmcnc 
of the Promife, but likewife that this Inftkution, 
tho* of Divine Appointment, ioas no mort than a 
Shadow of the good things contained in the Promife. 
For if there be any dependence on Mofes, the Seed 
of the Woman, the Seed appointed to be bruised 
and to bruise the bead of the Serpent* was the 
true and only faving Seed, ;And it is very certain 
that no fuch Seed was to be facrificed under the 
Law ; at. leaft till the Time was come wherein it 
was to be magnified and made honourable* that is, 
.when the Promife was to be ftilfilkd. And' from hence 
it plainly appears, that the £w7/V#/Inftitution can 
be underftoodiq no other fenfe than Typical ; and 
if Typical, it muft neceflarjly be.depofed when the 
Subftance wis .come, and accordingly foon after- 
wards, we find that. the Jews had notice given them 
pf it •, and it .was farther added j that as this Inftku- 
tion was then become ufelefs, fo it would fhordy 
t>e totally overthrown. And can there be any manner 
of room to < doubt fuch Teftimony as this ? furely 
there can't ; becaufe proved true by the Event which 
immediately followed. And befides, that the JewshaA 
. expectation of a Deliverer \% not to be doubted, and 
that he was to be a fpiritual Deliverer is full as cer- 
tain ; becaufe it appears when he was firft promifcd, 
that he was to defeat the defigns of the Serpent, 
that is, he was to deliver from Death the Punifh- 
jaent due to Sin. This was the original Promife, 
-and we can't fuppofe that the Levithal Inftitution, 
-which was ordained about two thoitfand Years af- 
terwards, could difannul this promife ; not only 
Jrecaufe it is direftly contrary to the Veracity of 
the Divine Nature, but likewife is as contrary to 
. : all 
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all that was. revealed by the ftophets concerning 
the Promifed Mefliah. If therefore the Levb- 
iical Iriftitution is to be underftbod in a Typical 
Senfe, then every one of the Brutal Sacrifices wiH 
prove that the Sufferings of the true Seed were to 
end in Death y and this being proved, • the Reform 
re&ion muft follow in courfe, for otherwise this 
unafifwerablequeftionwill arife; namely, Why was 
it not reprefented by a mortal wound? nor is therd 
any other anfwer to be given to it, than the two- 
fold nature of Chrift's office, and the neceflity of 
prefefving an equality of proof between both parts} 
which could not' have been preferred, provided thd 
Death of the Promifed Seed had been thus repre-».. 
fented* So that you may confider the. original Pro- 
mise in" "what light you pteafe, and ftillthe Death 
and Refurre&ion of Chrift the Promifed Seed wilt 
be confpicuous. And' therefore both thiefe vat 
portant Articles of » our faith, being thus plainly m 
be proved to have keen foretold from the beginnings 
fince there is no rpom to doubt that the promife was 
fulfilled- in the Death and Refurre&ion of Je%jj 
therefore the $€?&$ *nuft needs be highly crimigai 
for adhering to theii>^/V/V^/Inftiturion, after thbns 
ha$ been fuch uixleniable proof td;thc;adcompKfte-; 
ment of the Promifei ^ And fince- Death was tiro 
fnare that* all mankind was tafoerv iiv when^Sift{ 
Was cdmhriitted, fo therefore all other kind of Ktoo 
believers are iiatefo criminal than Jews* becaiafej 
we hkve'fuch undeniable Jproof of ChrifFs Yi&orjh 
over Death. An& therefore the Difciplesimight yfcry^ 
juftly ai^ue and-infift on the^unfeafonablenefe m&[ 
the obftihacy of thbfewhq made.light of this-njir' 1 
racle, it being nt tefs applicable \i to the unhappy 
ftate that mankind was- 'involved ^in, when a.DeJi- * 
ve$e* was promifed, than it was plainly to be pro- 
R 2 ved 
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red to tore been foretold at the very time whe© 
this promife was made. 

lAiid thus we fee how wide ja difference. tfre*e is 
between neprefeoiing the Peach of the PromHed 
Seed by a mortal wound, and as it is now ropre- 
fcnted: the one has the g^eatdjt profpeft {>f : SHx> 
eels, and the other' none at all. Atofji therefore, tin- 
ids we would affirm that Cod wants WifiJcrro <o 
execute his Counfek * unlefs we would deny the 
Authority of the Sacred Scriptures, the Wh of 
this Argument irfuft be unqueflaonabJe- /*j* Q§d 
$nd there is none ttfe* I am God and there is none 
like me; declaring the end from the beginning* and 
from the ancient Times the things that are pot yet 
done* faying* my Counfel jk*U jiand, and / will 
do all my pbafurty 16. xlvi. 9, 13. 'Tis the Will 
and plea&re of God that we ffcdfaftly believe hx 
this EminentKDonqueror, who j from the Beginning, 
was appointed to be Bjttrf&E-R, afid to bruise the 
Jfyad of the Serpent, and tp eftabli/h his CouofeL 
The Prophets were the Paribus apf^ointed to pro- 
pagate tins neceffary iaving faith, whilft tfte Com- 
ing of this Eminent Perfon was in Expe&ation; 
send flhe Difciples were appointed to the fame office 
after the Promife . was fulfilled. This undoubtedly 
was the method which Infinite Wifdom has been 
pleafed to appoint for the propagation of this ne- 
ceflary iaving faith ; and yet from what has already 
been obferved, both on the Prophets and the Dif- 
qples, it plainly appears, that neither the Writings 
of the one, nor the Testimony of the other, would 
have anfwered the purpofe that thpy were intended 
for, unkfs there ;had been fame tokens of the two- 
fold natureof Chrift's Perfon anld^ioffice to fcecol- 
le&ed from the paginal Promife. 

And 
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A#d therefore if we confider only the Perfecti- 
ons of this Divine Beigg from whom the Promife- 
proceeded, we muft acknowledge, that each and 
every one of thefe articles of our fidth were con- 
tained therein]* for to understand the Promifc in any 
other Senfe, would he to charge God with fuch a 
miftake, when he laid the foundation of Chriftiarii- 
ty, as Human Sagacity would carefully avoid •, it 
would have been tike tbefoolifb man who built his 
Houfe upon the Sands, and when the floods came, 
and the winds blew, it. fell, becaufe it was not 
founded on a Rock, And fo in like manner, when 
the original Promifc, which is the foundation of the 
Chriftian faith, fhoujd have been enquired into *, if 
upon examination it Ihould have appeared that it 
was defedtive either with regard to the twofold na- 
ture of Chrift's Perfon, or with regard to the two- 
fold nature of his office, then all that had beeii 
done by the Prophets towards railing this building; 
and all that was done by the Apofflbs in finifhinjg 
it, rtmft have foil to the ground. And therefore 
the original Promifc being that Grain of muflard 
Seed, which was fown on the Earth as foon a* 
Sin was committed, we may be fully fetisfied that 
the Twofold nature of Child's Perfon and Office 
had their due proportion, tho* they w$re then on- 
ly in miniature. For if we allow the Promife to 
be $foe Produce of that Infinite WMJiom in whofe 
Works there are no Errata's to be found, then it 
can never be iuppofed that there is any in this, be- 
caufe there is none in the reft. Not in this, becaufe 
it is fo much fuperior to all the reft, that we muft 
either deny the Promife to be of Divine Original, or 
the truth of this Argument muft be unqueftionable. 
However, that I may not leave any manner of 
room to doubt the truth of it, I fhaU ftill add two 
R 4 othar 
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other obfcrvations which will; moft effe<?tually 
prove, that the Refurredtton of the Promifcd Seed 
was fignified,: though the WoUnd foretold as the 
original pattern of Chrift's Sufferings was' pUced 
on fo remote a part of the body as the- Heel. 
.The flrft fhall be drawn from the Prophetsi who 
were the Expofitbrs of the^mmife: AfiAtKefe-' 
cond .from ;our WefTed Lord' himfelf, who is the 
Perfon by whom the Promife has been fulfilled. 
. And firfl with regard to the Prophets. From 
thefe infpired Writers we 2re to obferve, that tho' 
they have frequently foretold the true* hature of 
Chrift's Sufferings, yet we don't fiad that -Cither of 
them have, taken, any notice of the Heel, the part 
ordained -to .be bruifed •, -and therefore we may rea- 
fcnably conclude, that ifc could have no relation to 
the Suffering part. • Firft, becaufe they have -abun- 
dantly.pibved that Chrift's Sufferings were to end 
in Death, ctohich, according to my -arguntient, a 
firaife might very juftly be ufed as an Emblem of. 
And fecc5udly, becaufe if Death only had been 
the thing^intended to be reprefented, then if Ought 
to have:beea reprefented by a mortal wound; Since 
therefore- the qffice of the Promifed Seed cofrfifts of 
two pacts, wfiich^are iaiheir Nature dire&ly con- 
trary .to each other; andfincethe intent of placing 
this toround on the Heely dan*t reafoaabty beufider- 
ftood toirelaae to Death, the Suffering part, it muft 
either relate .-to the Reforreftion, the vidlorious 
part, or ift can relate to nothing atall.' 
■" But'toi^roceed yet farther 5 I -have abundantly 
provedy thte xhe Prophets are to be underftood in 
the! Capacity of Expofitors of the Pronfiife ; and 
when wcconfider how plainly they 1 have fore- 
told every; :Chrcunhftance relating to ' the- Death 
pi the Ptohiifed Seqd j and yet neverthefcfs* that 
: ..- \ ... not 
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not one of them has taken any ' notice of the 
Heel, the part ordained to be bruifed, when they 
were explaining the true Nature of Chrift's Suffer- 
ings -, we (hall find abundant Reafon to conclude, ' 
that it muft relate to fomething of a very different 
kind, for otherwife it can fcarce be imagined fliat 
they would all have been dent on this Subjeft. By 
Mo ft 5 it was foretold that Chrift was to fuffer* 
Death- upon die Crofs, as was typified by the Bra-* 
zen Serpent ; by David, the piereing of bis bands 
and feet when nail'd to the Croft, Pfdlm xxii. 16. 
by Zecbariab, the price that he was to be fold for, 
and the returning the Money that was given to the 
Perfonf who betrayed him, and purchafing the Pot- 
ter's field therewith, chap. xi. 1 2, 1 3 . and by Ifaidb % 
the crucifying Him between two Thieves ; or that* 
be was te be numbered with Tranfgreffors, chap. IS. 
ra. and likewife the manner of his burial, which 1 
was to be honourable ; and by Jonas, the • exadt" 
fpace of tiifte that he was to remain a Prifoner in 
the Grave, was prefigured and foretold. And 
befides tiiefe and many others relating to- his Per- 
son, the Prophets have hot omitted foretelling 
what was to become of his Garments ; they parted 
my Garments : among them, and caft lots upon my 
vefture, fays the Pfalmift* Nay, even the very 
darknefs which was to happen at the time of his 
Crucifixion,- and the very words which lhould be 
uttered by his perfecutors, were foretold by the Pro- 
phets; and can it be fuppofed that they would 
all have omitted taking notice of the Heel, the 
part ordained to be bruifed, if it had had any re- 
lation to Chrift's Sufferings? furely it cannot, 
and much Ids reafon is there to believe that it 
Would have been totally omitted by that mod ac- 
curate , Expofitor of the Promife Ifaiab, who, in 

his 
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his fifiy third chapter, has introduced the word 
chofen -by jtiofa* as the original Pattern of Chrift's 
S»flferiiigs, no lefe than three different times •, and 
therefore finae it has been omitted in this moil ex- 
cellent explanation of the Promife 5 and fince it 
cannot be denied that the office of the Promifed 
Seed was to be composed of two parts, then neither 
can it be defied that the Bruife, wjhich is in its na- 
ture an Emblem of Death, alludes to the fuffer- 
ing part* and that the Heel, the part -ordained to 
be bnrifed, wherein there is the greateft probability 
of a Reoqvcry, alludes to the Refurre&ion* the Vic- 
torious part. And thp being the cafe, it is not at all 
to be wondered at, that no notice was taken of if 
by Jfaiab, nor any of the reft of the Prophets* 
whep they were treating of Chrift's Sufferings j 
for this being a 5ubje& of * very different Nature, 
could not be mentioned till Chrift's Sufferings 
were ended 5 and accordingly we find* that this 
Method has been obferved by Ifyiab> who after 
having informed us of the Death and Burial of 
this Eminent Perfop, then adds, that bejhould fee 
his S**d% and thai his Daysjhould be prolongs 
and that the Pleafuretf the Lord Jhculd pre/per i* 
bis hand\ which is a very plain propf that he was 
to recover from Death, after this puniihment had 
been inflidted on him, becaufe the Promife hers 
made was fubfequent to his Death and Burial. 

And therefore as every part of the Prophecy, 
which foretells the Death of the Promifed Mef- 
fiah, muft be underftood to be explanatory of 
Mofes's Bruife; fo Jikewife muft every .part of 
Prophecy which foretells the Refurredrion be un- 
derftood as explanatory of the part ordained to be 
bruifed. For thof* no argument fhould induce us 
to believe that it was intended to fignify a punifh- 
ment 
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rocnt* inferior -to Death, becaufe this would not 
only tender Mofes inconfiftent with hirafelf, but 
lijcewife make an iireconcileable difference between 
him and the Prophets ; yet we may rea&nably 
conclude that tt was intended to fignify a Recovery 
from Death. And that one of thjrfe two was intend- 
ed to be figmified, cannot in the leaft be doubted i 
but not the former, for the reafbns before mention- 
ed 5 and if not the former, then it muft be the hotter. 
And of this there is not the leaft room to doubt. 
For X we fay, that theDeath of our protnifed De- 
liverer, and nothing more, was foretold in this 
firft difcovery of Him, there will this unanfwcrr 
able qvwery arife -, namely, Why was it not itprc* 
fentod by a mortal wound? which as it would Jurat 
given us a much clearer notion of the Suffering 
fwt of Chrift's ofifce, fo it would more ea% ham. 
been reconciled with thofe Prophecies which fore- 
tell a Meffiah to be cut off for our Tiw%refliw»* 
And to this the two different parts of Chrift'a Of- 
fice, and the inecefficy of preferring an equa&ty of 
proof between bo& parts, which could not have 
been done, provided Death the Suffering past had 
been represented by a mortal wound, wiU always 
remain a full and fetbfe&ory wtfwer, Mifis being 
thus eafily to he vindicated for having placed the 
wound foretold as the wgioal pattern ik Chrift'* 
Sufferings, on -the moft diftant part of any in the 
whole Body fwwpi the Vital pads* *ho f it was in- 
tended as an Emblem of Death ; die Prophets, 
who were Expofitors to M*fts 9 witi be as eaiily 
vindicated iar having taken no notice of the Heel, 
the Part •ordained to be brutfbd, when they were 
treating of Gbrift'* Sufferings ; aamely, becaufe 
it did not relate xo Death, the Suffering part, but 
to the Jtefarce&km, the Vi&oricaffi part. 

And 
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And therefore I come now to treat of the focond 
fcbfervation i which "relates to what has been laid by 
our'bteffedliofd^himfelf, in prod>f 6f the truth of 
this lArgftrffe^^frbm whence it will undeniably 
appear, thaflhe Refurre&ion was foretbld in the 
original Profftife, 'as well as the Death of the Pro- 
*iiifed:5fe*d. 'For* fihde this Eminent Perfoiv has 
frequehtly appealed to - this miracle, as & proof of 
his being ^•^ery A i^Cr(bn , wh64rom the beginning 
hriA beert appetridod t<3~be bruifed and to bruife the 
•Hdad of thcSei^eht, -thfcre cdn't* be the leaft rea- 
sonable *oom-ttf"<i6ubt that thfciRefurre&ion vtas 
foretold inthe-origiri&l Promife •, forfurely nothing 
€«i 4 te:mbre afcfutfd than to imagine^ that he would 
fea*i p*itfhe Iflfoe 6f this great afi&r (namely -whe- 
ifatr he w&s oitr pfoiiiifed Deliveperdr'no) to be tri- 
«d»*ByViriiracte which when performed would havg 
been ft& pfoof at 411* For this mdft Certainly would 
ha*#been the* cafe provided- -the Refiirre&ibtf had 
not been foretold as well as the Death of the Pr<£ 
mifed Seed." ABd'the?refore if it can't be denied thaf 
the twofold riatute J 6f Chrift's roffibe- was foretokt 
In the Promife \ thfctt neither can to be denied $hat 
theBittriSE r kfld the^irtordafe^diJto be bruifed; 
havetwodiiBrer^t^nifkations ^ throne alluding 
to the Suffering, and the < other x$ the vi&orteusi 
part of Chrift*s*oflice-, that astheoiiewas intended 
as an Emblem *>f Death,' fo the mother was mtetid- 
cd as an Emblem, or ratherasf a? proof of (Thrift** 
Viftoiy over Death. For that' the Death of the 
Promifed Seed was couched under Mofefs Bruife,' 
tho' it was placed on the moft diftant part 'of any in 
the whole from the vital piarts,* can never be denied, 
unlefs we. are bent: to deny the Authority of the 
Law and the Prophets, and the proof drawn from 
the Divine. At{ribu:es* and provided we fhould 
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be fo inclined, yet it would be to very little purpofe, 
becaufc there is proof enough from the Teftimony^ 
of the Witneffes, who have fufficiently confirmed' 
bodi the Death and the Refurredtion of the Promifed 
Seed, But if we had none of thefe proofs to con- 
firm and ftrengthen the truth of this Argument, 
I fhould ftill infift that the twofold nature of Chrift's 
office was foretold from the beginning :. for when 
we confider what a near refemblance there is be- 
tween Death and a Bruise, together with the 
true reaibn for infli&ing this punifliment on our 
promifed Deliverer, namely to forisfy for Sin, as it 
very evidently appears that the Death of th& Pro- 
mifed Seed is there fupported by a twofold proof ? 
fo in the Bruife,and the part ordained to be bruifed^ 
it is no lefs evident that theRefurredtion is fiipport- 
cd by a twofold proof likewife. For inftance, as 
a Bruife, which confiding of coagulated blood, but 
not putrified, can reprefent no other kind of Death* 
but Death without corruption * fo the very great 
probability of a Recovery, which /arifes from the 
Nature and Situation of the part ordained to be 
bribed, which can be underftood in no other fenfe, 
than as ferving to contribute proofs to Chrift's 
Vi&ory over Death, makes it plainly appear that 
there is an equality of proof between both parts of 
Chrift's office in this firft Difcovery of him. Th* 
jieceflky for which having been iully proved alrea- 
dy, I fliall now only obferve,. that whatever Difficul- 
ties Chriftianity muft have laboured under, provid- 
ed the Death of the Promifed Seed had bdfcft re4 
prefented by a mortal * wound •> yet all thefe 
Difficulties are totally prevented by the method 
chofcn, 
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For as by this means there is an e#a& hartnony 
preferred between Ajfo/fr and the Prophets ; as it 
is now eafy to be proved that Mofes's Promifed 
Seed, and the Prophets promifed Mefiiah, is one 
and the lame Period v fo the Chriftian is in no 
manner of danger of being deprived of any part 
of prophecy, which has been given to confirm 
and ftrengthen him in his faith, concerning the 
Death and Refiirreftion of the bleffed Jefus. For 
granting that the facred Perfon who was appointed 
to be bruised and to brvise tbi bead of tbt Ser- 
fent % was the very and only Perfori appointed to 
be our Deliverer, finee it plainly appears from what 
has been obferved on the Promife, that this Emi- 
nent Perfon Was not only to fuffer Death, but like- 
wife to rife ^gain for our Juftification, and fince 
the fame things have been more plainly foretold by 
the Prophets of the promifed Mefiiah, there can't 
be the lead reasonable room to doubt the certainty 
of either ; becaufe we are able to prove, that when 
a Jefus was firft promifed to defeat the Defigns of 
the Serpent, and to deliver mankind from the 
fnare of the Tempter, that this very Jefus was not 
only to fuffer Death, but likewife to rife from the 
dead within the fpace of three Days. And fince 
we are likewife able to prove, that the Prophets, 
who were the Expofitors of the Promife, have fore* 
told the fame things of the Promifed' Meffiah \ 
it therefore muft needs be a very great <ntifliake in 
them, who pretend to fay, that we depend ata» 
gether on the Teftimony of the Difcipies 6m the 
Truth of Chriftknity * for tho* it can't be denied 
that their Teftimony was highly neceffary, as well 
to point out this Eminent Perfon, whofe coming 
had been fi> frequ^tfly foretold by Mofes and the 
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Prophets* as atfo to.convince mankind of the dan* 
gcrous confequence of that miftakcn Notion, which 
fo generally prevailed concerning a temporal De- 
liverer * yet it is no left certain, that the Witnefles 
did not defire us to truft wholly on their Teftimo- 
ny, but on the contrary they referrM us to Mofes 
and the Prophets to be more finliy faosfied of the 
feveral Truths which they tefbfied of the bleffed 
Jefus. And thus for inftance, St. Peter, who was 
an Eye Witmfs of the Honour and Glory which he 
received from God the Father \ when there camefuch 
a voice to him from the excellent Glory f This is my 
beloved Sminwhom Iamwellpkafed m Pet* i. 17. 
Yet even he htmfetf declares, that we have alio a 
more fure word of prophecy to convince us that 
the blcffed Jefus is the promifcd Meffiah. But 
fince this text has been much controverted, I 
ihaU therefore endeavour to fhew how and in 
what Senfe there may be find to be greater cer- 
tainty given us* from the word of Prophecy, 
than from the Voce which was heard from the 
excellent glory. And to this Purpole, I fay, that 
the word of God is equally trtae in all cafes ; and 
therefore the Voice which St. Peter heard was as 
much to be relied on, as the word of Prophecy. 
How then, you'l fay, is St, Peter to be juftified in 
giving the preference to tile writings of the pro 
phets i To this I aafwer, Very cafily v becaufe the 
Voice which was heard, contributes proof to no- 
thing more than the twofold nature of Chrift's 
Perfon ; whereas, the writings of the Prophets 
contribute proof to the twofold nature of Chrift's 
office, as well as the twofold native of his Perfon: 
fo tint the difference between the Voice which 
Was heard from the excellent Glory, and the word 
ef Prophecy, conitfte only in the extent Of them.; 
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and in this* refpedfc there is a very wide difference 
For by the Prophets we were not only informed 
that.Chrift the Promifed Seed was to be God 
Man, and when and where he was to be botn, and 
likewife what he was to do and fufFer for mankind 
in order to deliver us. from the Treachery and 
Malice of the Serpent; but they, have likewife fore- 
told every circumftance that was to ripen into 
Event, and receive r its accomplifhment when this 
Eminent Perfbn was pouring out bis foul unto 
Death. And therefore 'tis no wonder that their writ- 
ings are recommended to our ovifideration with 
.this. Encomium upon them, a more fore word of 
Prophecy •, this is what we are ta attend to, till 
tbeDay dawn, and the. Day Star rife in our Hear ts- 9 
that is, till we are thoroughly convinced that the 
Jbleffed Jefus, who is the Life and. Light cf men y 
Jobni. 4. is the Very Perfon who from the begiri- 
-ning was appointed to be bruifed and to bruife the 
.Head of the Serpents And therefore, fince it 
plainly appears that St. Peter has referred us to 
.thie writings of Mofes and the Prophets^ to be coi*- 
vinced of the Truth of thje • Doftriile which was 
.taught by the Difciples of the blefled Jefus j {o k 
.mult be full as plain, that the principal Foundation 
of Chriftian faith is laid in the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, and not in the Teftimony of the Witnefles, 
where Christianity is moft comihbnly fo furioufty 
-attacked ; and confequently whoewn attempts to 
injure the reputation of the one,' mull necefiarify 
injure the credit of the other. , 

Wlach will undeniably appear true,if i we confider 
that not only the Death of our promifcd Deliverer, 
but likewife the ;precife time thatvDeadv was » 
have the Dominion over him, was: foretold by 
the Projfliets, as well as attested by, the Difciples. 
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And therefore whether our blefled Lord evaded the 
Queftion or no, when the Jews asked for a Sign, 
or whether he gave the mod direft anfwer that 
that could be given to fuch a requeft, when he 
told them that no other fign fhould be given them 
than the Sign of the Prophet Jonas, will I think 
very plainly appear, from what I am about to add 
by way of conclufion to this argument. 
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D to this Purpofe I am to obferve, 
tat tho* the original Promife was for 
lany wife Reafons revealed by a 
Metaphor that was not eafy to be 
omprehended ; yet it plainly ap- 
pears from what has been obferved on it, that the 
twofold nature of Chrift's Perfon and Office was 
foretold therein. Again, as k plainly appears that 
a ftedfaft faith in this Eminent Conqueror is requir- 
ed of all, who are to be made partakers with him 
in the Spoils of his Viftory •, fo it is no lefs certain, 
that whatever was revealed by the Prophets concern- 
ing the Meffiah, was reveaTd in explanation of what 
had been foretold by Mofes of the Promifed Seed. 
This is fo highly reafonable to be believed, that as 
there is no manner of room to doubt the former* 
fo neither can there be the leaft room to doubt the 
latter : For fince there was not light enough re- 
vealed in the original Promife, to conduct and 
guide us to this Eminent Perfon whom we are 
ftri&Iy required to hearken to and obey ; we muft 
^therefore conclude that there was a fet of men ap- 
pointed to this office •, for otherwife moft abliird and 
unreafonable would it be, to believe that any fuch . 
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eondititons \5r0uld haye been required of us. And 
unlefs the Jews can inform .us what other Perfons 
befides the Prophets ^ ere appointed to thi? office, we 
piuft conclude that they are the Perfbns who were 
to be d|p p^ppfitors to Mofes. Aad of this there 
can fee gp manner of room to doubt, if we will but 
compare Hofes and the Prophets together; and 
more efpeqally if we compare the fifty third chap- 
ter of Ifaiab with the original Promife : here the 
true nature and beneficial JLflfe£ts of Chrift's Suf- 
ferings ?re fo fully exptyin'd, and in a Stile fo 
agreeable to the Promife, that any one who is' not 
ignorant qP the true Nature and Effential Propcr- 
. ties of Bruifes, may very eafily perceive with what 
intent and defign this Chapther was written. 

And from hence, likewife, we may be as fully 
iatisfied of die Truth of the Teftimony delivered 
Jby the .Difciples concerning the Death and Re- 
furre£tion of the bjefled Jefus. In this chapter, I 
£iy, we find that the Promifed Mefliah was not only 
to be bruifed for our Iniquities , but likewife that 
be was to be fo bruifed and wounded* as thro* his 
meritorious Sufferings to purcbaff our peace and 
to procure the pardon of our Sins ; which is a very 
plain groof how, and by whom, the defigns of the 
Serpent were to be defeated. Again, it plainly ap- 
pears from this chapter, that the Promifed Met 
(iah was to be bruifed to Peath; for* at the 
eighth verfe we read, that be was fo be cut off" for 
pur Tranfgreffions ; whereby it very evidendy ap- 
pears, that as Death was the debt contrafted, when 
Sin was committed, fo nothing lefs than the Death 
-of our Promifed Deliverer cpuld purchafe our 
peace, and procure the pardon of our Sins ; and. 
^therefore it was filled by the Prophet the cbajiifement 
ff our Peace, which was tope laid upon bim y tbaf 
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in his Bruife (i. e. Death) we might be healed of 
this deadly poifon Sin. 

Again, it is very certain that this Eminent Per- 
fon was to recover from Death after this Punifh- 
ment had been infli&ed on Him. For tlo* Ifaiab 
has proceeded fo far as to defcribe both tfc Death 
and Burial of this Eminent Perfon, yet he afterwards 
informs us, that he was to have a portion with the 
great, and to divide the Spoil with the ftrong ; fo 
that unlefs he was to rife from the dead, it may 
very well be queried, How was this part of 
Prophecy to be fulfilled ? Let any confider this- Cir- 
cumftance, and he will want no other proof to con- 
vince him of the Death and Refurreftion of the 
Promifed Mefliah, than what may be collected 
from this pafiage •, for fince it was in confideration 
of what Chrift the Promifed Seed was to differ, 
that was to entitle him to the Honour and Pow- 
er mentioned in this Prophecy, then as he could 
not expeft to obtain the one, without performing 
the other, fo neither could he enjoy what he had 
thus dearly purchafed, unlefs he was to rife from the 
Dead, Here then is a full and plain account of 
the twofold nature of (Thrift's office ; and fo clofely 
are they connefted together, that we have no rooni 
to doubt the certainty of either. The words are 
theife, Therefore will I divide him abortion with the 
great t and hejhall divide the Spoil with the Strong: 
becaufe he hath poured out . his Soul unto Death ; 
whereby 'tis evident^ that our promifed Deliverer 
was to fubmit to the Stroke of Death. And it is 
no lefs evident that he was likewife to rife from the 
dead, becaufe he was afterwards to have a portion 
with the great, and divide this Spoil with the 
ftrong. And if by this was meant that he was to 
releafe the Prifoners out of the Grave, which is a 
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Truth that can by no means be doubted, and more 
efpecially if we compare this prophecy with that of 
Hofifi, chap. xiii. 14. then, I think, there will be 
no manner of room to doubt, that as in the DiJ- 
obedience of the firjl man Adam all dye, fo in the 
Death of Chrift the Promifed Seed/hall all be re- 
Jifired to immortal Life ; and more eipecially if to 
the words, which have already been considered, 
we add what follows in the Conclufion of this 
verfe, he was numbered with Tranjgrejfors^ and 
bare the Sins of Many, and made inter cejjion for 
Tranjgrejfors. In the latter part of the verfe we 
find him fet forth as a Sufferer and Mediator ; and 
in the former part he is defcribed as a Sufferer and a 
Deliverer ; in the former part he is to fubmit to 
Death, the punifliment due to Sin ; and in the lat- 
ter part, he is to bear the Sin of many, ( i. e. to 
fiibmjt to Death the punifliment due to Sin) and to 
make interceffton for Tranjgrejfors. And now if we 
want any farther proof to convince us of the true 
Nature, and beneficial Effects of drift's Suffer- 
ings, * it can never be owing to any other caufe but 
our own obftinacy. But be this as it will, my bufi- 
nefs is to eftablifh what I have faid in Explanation 
of the bruife and the part to be bruifed ; and 
therefore I fhall in the next place proceed to Ifaac 
the Typical Son of Promife, whofe birth was 
Ui.fome degree miraculous, as well as the true Son 
of th$ Promife. 

. An4 here we have both thefe important articles of 
our faith no lefs plainly prefigured out, than they 
yrere foretold by Ifaiah : for we muft either under- 
ftand. this paffageof Abraham, when offering up 
hi? Son Ifaac, in a Typical Senfe, or we render 
it of little or no efteem ; if underftood in a Ty- 
pical Senfe, then what lefs, than the Death of the 
S 3 Pro- 
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Promifed Seed can be figftified fy Ifidc ttteit 
bound and laid upon the Altar, \rith his father's 
hand ftfetehed forth With a knife in it to Gay him ? 
and what lefs, than the Refefrredtidn of the Pro- 
mifed Seed, can bfe fignified by tlid hnractiloiis 
manner whefeby Ifaac was delivered frdm Death? 
How eafily might it have been inftr'd frfltn hence, 
that as the True Son of Prbmife Was to be iftade 
a Sacrifice for Sin, fo he in like manner ^as to be 
delivered from Death, the puniftirtterit dU6 to Ski ; 
ind that as Ifaac had been delivered from t)eath, 
by an Angel from Heaven •, fo likewife that Angels 
mould be ferit from Heaven t6 attend on the True 
Son of Proftiife when he rofe from thfe Dead, 

But neverthelefs, tho* the typical Son of Pro- 
mife was delivered from Death before this puriifli-* 
ihfcnt was infli&ed on him, yet we are not to fiip- 
pofe, that this likewife was to be the cafe with the 
True Son of Promife, becaufe the Prophets ex- 
prefly declare, that be Mas to four out bis Soul 
unto Death j and that be was to be cut off to finijh 
Tranfgreffton*, aftd to fnake an end of Sin. And 
elius far it appears, that the Death and Refur- 
reftion of the Promifed Seed was plainly pf efigur'd 
out even in Abraham's Days. And the only ob- 
je&ion that can be railed againft this paffege being 
understood in a Typical Senfe is, that tho* Ifaac 
was very near Death, yet this is a punilhment 
which was not then infli&ed on Him. But thfc i$ 
in obje&ioh that can be of no - Weight ; for as the 
twofold nature of Chrift's office was then to be 
typified ; fo therefore, had Death been inflated oh 
Ifaac, we fhould have wanted a prtiof for the 
Vi&orious part * confequently It tvbuld rather have 
been an argument againft the Rtfurre&ion of the 
Promifed Seed, than for it $ to prevent which meft 
- necef- 
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Itec&flary was k, that he flioukl be delivered from 
Death after feme fuch miraculous manner, as he 
was delivered, when all cxpe&ations of his Life 
Were paft and gone ; more efpecially as the Pre- 
dictions of the Prophets concerning the Death of 
the Promised Seed, would moft effedtually fupply 
What was wanting in this Typical Tranfaftion be- 
tween Abraham and Ifaac. 

Again, another Type of the fame kind with 
this of Ifaac , is that of the Prophet Jonas j and 
here the precife time that the bleffed Jefus was to 
be made a Prifoner in the Grave, was exaftly fore- 
told. And indeed, if we confider every difcovery 
that was made concerning our Promifed Deliverec, 
We lhaH find that each, and every one of them 
has in it fbmething peculiar to itfelf. And thus iit 
the miraculous birth of Ifaac, the miraculous birth 
of Chrift the Promifed Seed was foretold •, whereas 
nothing of this kind was fignified by the Prophet 
Jonas : and on the other hand, tho* the Death and 
Refurre&ion of the Promifed Seed were prefigur'd 
6Ut by Ifaac, yet in what fpace of Time Chrift 
was to rife from the dead, was not then foretold ; 
this then is peculiar to the Prophet Jonas 5 and 
therefore, the Sign of the Prophet Jonas was, in 
this tefpeft, a much fitter Sign for the Jew$ than 
the Sign of Ifaac. 

But here perhaps it will be aflced, Why could 
ftot the precife time that our' blefied Lord was to 
remain a prifoner ih the Grave, as well have been 
prefigured out by Ifaac, as it was afterwards by 
Jonas ? And'to this I can as readily reply, that as 
the cafe now ftands, we have two proofs in confir- 
mation of the Death and Refurre&ion of the Pro- 
mifed Seed, whereas we ihoidd then have had but 
one. And finee by comparing* them together they 
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confirm and ftrengthen one another, it muft needs 
be greatly to our Advantage, that the feveral 
Truths that we are required to believe of Chrift 
the Promifed Seed, were revealed at fundry Times 
snd in divers manners. 

If ftill there remains any manner of. room. to, 
doubt, whether the Death and RefiirredKon of q\\v 
Promifed Deliverer was foretold from, the beginning 
pr no j then David's Death without Corruption is 
amoft undeniable proof to the Truth of it; and 
more efpecially as the Prophets are to be under- 
ftood. in the capacity of Expofitors, as well as 
Prophets. And therefore the Argument drawn 
from the Bruife, and the part ordained to be bruif- 
cd, being fupported, as well by the nature of the 
thing itfelf, as the abfolute neceffity of rendering 
both parts of Chrift's Office equally confpicuous r 
2nd alfo by a very great variety of Types and Pro- 
phecies, muft be unqueftionably right. And confe- 
quently all objections,* that either have, fhall, or may 
be raifed againft theTeftimony of the Difciples, by 
whom thefe important Articles of our faith have 
been fully proved, muft fall to the ground. 
. For it is to be obferved, that the Tefthnony 
which they have deliver'd concerning the accom- 
pliihrjient of the Promife, is no more than an ex- 
aft account of all that they knew, and faw done by 
the bleffed Jefys, relating to his Birth, Parentage, 
the place where he was brought up, and of what 
he did and fqffer'd for mankind. However it ap- 
pears that it was delivered in proof of the Promifc 
fulfilled-, and if we gamine it, and compare it 
with the original Promife, -we (hall find juft the 
very fame things foretold to be done, by the Pro- 
pnifed Seed, ,as they have proved was done by the 
bJeflcd Jefu3. For do they fay th# the bleffed 
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Jefiis was born of a Virgin ? 'Tis confeft they do- 
And was not the Promifed Seed to be born of 
woman without any Human Father ? undoubtedly 
he-was. The Prophets are my witnefles ; -both 
Jeremy and Ifaiah are moft exprefs and clear upon 
this Subjed, as well as the Difciples ; and there- 
fore this part of their Teftimony is unquestion- 
ably Right. 

Again, Do they fay that the blefled Jefus 
wrought miracles in his life 'time ? And is there any 
thing in this, inconfiftent with what was foretold 
of the Promifed Seed? So far from it, that it 
is a proof of the twofold nature of his Perfon i for 
as he wrought more miracles, and greater than 
ever man wrought either before or fince, fo it 
ftrongly argues that the Divine and Human Nature 
were conjoin'd together in his. facred Perfon ; and 
if both thefe cirqumftances were duly confidered, 
they would greatly contribute to. convince us that 
he who was thus born of a Virgin, and who 
wrought fo many miracles for the benefit of man- 
kind ; whofe whole Life was fpent in doing good ; 
moft certainly was that eminent Perfon in whom 
all Nations of the Earth were to be blejfed : He 
who from the beginning had undertaken to deliver 
us from the treachery and malice of the Ser- 
pent. 

Again, Do they fay that the blefled Jefus was 
made a Sacrifice for Sin? undoubtedly they, do : 
^nd it was upon this very account that the Promife 
was made. To heal us of this deadly poifon, was 
all that could be done for mankind after our firft 
parents had difobeyed - 9 if a remedy could be pro- 
cured for this purpofe, mankind might ftill be 
Jiappy •, but if none, then the whole Human Race 
jxiuft perilh : fo that if we had never known Sin, 
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we fhould never have ftood in need of a Sa- 
viour: whereas no fooner was Sin committed, 
but a Saviour was ptomifed ; and as it is very 
certain, that the Salvation to be procured by him 
was Co be of a Spiritual Nature* fo it is no lefs cer- 
tain that it was to be procured by a Human Saviour* 
that i$, he Was to be born of a woman. Again, h& 
was likewife to be a Sufferer, as well as a Saviour* 
that is, be was to be bruifed^ as well as to bruife the 
bead of the Serpent. And therefore to faffer for Sin* 
and to deliver us from the punifliment due to Sin* 
or to defeat the Defigns of the Serpent, which is the 
plain Englijb of bruifing the head of the Serpent, are 
truths which are fo far from having been artfully 
contrived by the Difciples, that they are as old ad 
the Creation. 

Again, do they fay that the Weifed Jefus vote 
from the de*d? undoubtedly they do: and from 
what has been obferved cm the Bruife, and the part 
©rdain'd to be bruBfed, it has been fully proved, 
diat our promiied Deliverer was not only to be 
bruifed to Death, but likewife to rife again for ow 
Juftification \ that is, tho* the Death of the Pro-* 
toiled Seed Was couched under the Bruife, yet it is 
very certain, that he was to recover from, or t<j 
rife from the dead in lefs than three Days. This 
is the fumm and fubftance of theTeftimony deliver- 
ed by the Difciples ; and thefe are truths that may 
very eifily be proved to have been foretold in the 
original Promiffe. And is this the Tdftimony that is 
fo much fcoffGd at by the Infidel ? Let him look to 
it) let him confider well within himfelf what he is 
about ; there k a Time approaching when Juftice 
W31 appear Wkh all its Terrors ; when they who 
have impioully and blafphemoufly ridiculed the 
Divine Mercy s IhaU have Judgment without Mer-* 
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cy. And therefore, that we ihay efcape the Di- 
vine Wr*t4i, When this great and tferribfe day bf 
the Lord approaches, let us take care to at rti our- 
felves with that Faith, whkb Mill tt imputed to ut 
for Rsghtetmfliefs : and to this purpofe nothing cafl 
more effe&ually contribute, than the knowledge tit 
the Ftomlfe, arid thfe preface to it. Hera we art! 
informed how, and by what means Sift W* fcofti- 
mittedi ahd likewife how and by what cieanfc WC 
fliall be delivered from the pudiflrfnAtt due td fein j 
here we have an account of the fenemy by whbtft 
we were betrayed, and of the Con^uerdf by Whorifr 
we are to be delivered. Death was thd foarc that 
mankind was taken in, when out flrfe J*artentt dl£ 
obeyed ; and to defeat the Defign* of the Sfefpefit, 
the Promife which was then made ttiuft be A £ni- 
itiife of a Refurre&ion from the dead: » thfc ttid 
Chrift the Promifed Seed who wai tb fuflet fdr Sitt, 
that he might deliver us from Death, the JWifli- 
ment due to Sin, was likeWife to rife frorti the deaii* 
and to demonftrate the Vi&ory Which he hai <$b- 
tained over it, as has been folly f>roVed frtoA ijkiab 
as well as Mofes. 

And now, I think, the objfcdti6As Whifch fdv€ 
been fo frequently raifed agairift thefreath ittd ifa* 
farre&ion of the promifed Meffiah afe totally ta- 
ken off. Nothing has been more (toiflrtion, than for 
the AdverfarieS to Chriftianity to Altedge, that it 
ought to be ptx>ved that the Death ahd Refufrefii- 
on of the Promifed Seed was foretold frdrfi the Be- 
ginning •, to Which, when die Advdcatfcs for Chrifc 
tianity (whBft ignorant of the title ftature and eflen- 
rial Properties of Bruifes) hoheftly and fairly de- 
Glared^ that they could not do k •, their Advert 
ries immediately concluded that they were more 
than Conquerors, But howtvtr, to thdit coftfufi- 
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on be it (poken, their Triumph is now at an end ; 
there is no room for luch boafting of a Viftory as 
has hitherto been upon this and the like occafions : 
for that Death, the fuffering part of Chrift's Office, 
was foretold from the beginning, as well as by 
the fucceeding Prophets, is a Truth which may 
moft clearly be proved. For inftance, who- 
ever confiders the preface to the Promife will very 
cafily perceive, that the intent and defign of inflid- 
ing puniftiment on our promifed Deliverer was to 
Satisfy for Sin \ and therefore, fince the Wages of 
Sin is Death, and fince without blood-fhedding 
there is YioRemiffion of Sins, we can't avoid con- 
cluding that the Death of the Promifed Seed was 
couch'd under the Bruife. Again, if we confider 
the near, refemblance between Death and a Bruife, 
that" in fcloth cafes the circulation of the Blood; 
ceafes, then we muft conclude, that as it very 
juftly might, fo it moft certainly was intended to 
reprefent r the Death of the Promifed Seed, tho* 
die part whereon it was placed, is a part of the 
body . of all others the moft diftant from all thd 
vital parts : and if this is not fufficient to convince, 
any one of the.Truth of this part of the Argument, 
Then let him turn to theProphets, and there he will 
find an undeniable proof to the truth of it; for there we 
find that Ifaiah himfelf has reprefented .the Promi- 
fed Meffiah as .one who was to be bruifed for our 
Iniquities, as well as Mofes. And 'tis very certain, 
that we muft either underftand the Bruife mentioned 
by Ifaiah, to fignify the Death of the Promifed 
Meffiah, or we render Ifaiah inconfiftent with him- 
felf: if therefore we underftand it to fignify Death 
when mentioned by Ifaiah , we undoubtedly ought, 
to underftand it in the fame fenfe, when mentioned 
by Mofes ; becaufe the intent of inflidting this punifli- 
ment 
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ment is according to both Prophets the fame But 
however, fince theProphets were appointed to explain 
the Promife, and fince they have plainly foretold 
that the Promifed Mefliah was to be cut off for our 
Tranfgreflions, that he was to- pour out his Soul 
unto Death, and to be made a Sacrifice for Sin ; 
there will be no room to deny that the Death 
of the Promifed Seed was couch'd under the 
Bruife, becaufe we can never pretend to doubt the 
Veracity of fuch men as wrote by Divine Infpira- 
tion. 

Death, the fuffering part of (Thrift's office, being 
fully proved ; the Bruife and the Part ordained to 
be bruifed will likewife contribute full and fatisfac- 
tory proof to Chrift's Refurreftion. 

For tho' the Intent of placing this wound, fore- 
told as the Archetype of Chrift's Sufferings, can by 
no means be underftood to fignify a punimment in- 
ferior to Death, becaufe to underftand it in this . 
fenfe would be to render Mofes and the Prophets 
wholly irreconcileable with one another ; it would 
not only be to contradift the Law and theProphets, 
and to deftroy the proof drawn from the Divine 

» Attributes, but likewife it muft neceflarily over- 
throw the Teftimony of the WitnefTes. And there- 
fore tho* we can't reafonably underftand it to fig- 
nify a punifhment inferior to Death, yet we may 
very readily underftand it to fignify a Recovery 
from Death ; becaufe the Bruife, itfelf which can 
reprefent no other kind of Death, but fiich as muft 
ftop fhort of Corruption, very readily agrees with . 
this Serifeof the Promife. In fhort, there willbeaper- 
fe& Harmony from the beginning to the end of the 
Sacred Scriptures, if the original Protoife is thus 

. underftoodj and* if it be otherwife underftood, then 
this Harmony will be broken •, and therefore wher 

ther 
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ther it ought, or it ought not to be thus underftood, 
may I tfrinlf: be left to the Determination of thzjews 
themlelves ; for if they have that regard for Mofes 
#nd the Prophets 39 they pretend to, they furely can 
never defre to render Mofes and the Prophets irre- 
f oncileable with one another. And yet this will be 
an unavoidable confequence of applying a wrong 
ieitfe to the Promife, whether it relates to the two- 
fold nature of Chrift's Perfon, or to the twofold na- 
tureof his Office, becaufe the Prophets are perfe&ly 
clear upon both thefe Subjefts ; and therefore it 
jixuft needs he highly unbecoming of any one who 
pretends tp be the Difciple of Mofes^ to objeft 
ggainft eijther of thefe articles of, the Chriftian 
Kith. 

But however, let the Jew acknowledge or deny 
juft a? he pleafes, it is I think fufficiently plain,, 
that the twofold nature of Chrift's office was fore- 
told from the beginning : and if we proceed one 
jfltep farther, the neceffity of preserving an equality 
pf proof between hoth parts, will no lefs plainly 
appear. For fince the Refuixe&ipp of the Hu- 
jnan Nature in the Promifed Seed, is a proof 
pf the Refurreftion of Human Nature in gene- 
ral; then if things axe to be valued jtccprd- 
ing ]to the rule of common Prudence, die Re- 
furre&pn pf the PrpjanifecJ Seed would very juft- 
ly claim to be placed in the ftrongefl light that 
|he nature of the Metaphor would admit of, where 
the Redemption pf mankind was Jjirft foretold j 
Jeft frpQi the perlpicuity of the Jefler advantage we 
fhould readily give credit to this, and for want of 
the lame -clearnefs become doybtful of the greater. 

But as a ftedfaft faith js reqvtired pf all, wh? 
fpe to be made partakers with this £mine»t Con- 
guerpr in the Spoils ,of his Viftory ; and as the 

Pro- 
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.Prophets and the Difciples were the Perfbns ap- 
pointed to propagate this neceffary faying faith ; fo 
no other argument need be delired in order to 
prove the neceffity of preferring an "equality of 
proof between both parts of Chrift^ office, in this 
iirfl: difcovery pf him, than this which arifes from 
the conditions required of us in order to Entitle us to 
the benefits of thePromife, and the means appointed 
to enable us to perform thofe conditions ; fpr ip was 
with the Prophets as it was with the Apoftles: that is, 
as by the Harmony and ftrift agreement betweea 
Mofes and the Prophets we are enabled to prove that 
Mofes* s Promifed Seed and the Prophets promifed 
Meffiahis one and the fame Perfon, and that what- 
ever was revealed by the latter, was revealed in ex- 
planation of what had been foretold by the former ; 
fo unlefs the Refurre&ion of the Promifed Seed had 
been foretold from the beginning, the Difciples 
could never have infifted on this miracle as a dis- 
criminating token of his being the true Son pf 
Proqaife. . And therefore whoever Qonfiders how 
-greatly conducive a compleat difcovery of both 
parts of Chrift's office is, not only to preferve an 
fega& harmony -and a firi<5t agreement between 
Mofes and the Pcophets, but likewife to tender 
the feftimony of the Difciples capable of con- 
vincing ; muft acknowledge that it was abfolutely 
necoflary to render the vi&prious past of Chqft^ 
office, tuB as con&icupus as Death, the fuffeiiBg 
^art, in this firft difcoyery ,of Hiim. And jjier.e- 
Jfore tho* it be granted that a mortal w.ound would 
hawe given us a ^auch clearer Notion of Peat^ 
l^efutteriqg part, yet JTurdy this can heno reafap 
.wJby it oijght tp have been thus reprefented.; for 
fince the office of .the Promifed Seedxx>«fifted^jf 
two parts, which .are in their nature diametrically 

oppo- 
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oppofite to one another ; and fince by the ftronger 
reprefentation of Death the fufFering part, the 
weaker would have been the reprefentation of the 
RefurreCtion, the Victorious* part ; even this alone 
is a fufficient reafon why it ought not to have been 
thus reprefented •, becaufe, inftead of preferving an 
equality , of proof between both parts of Quiffs 
office, the RefurreCtion the Victorious part would 
have been excluded. And therefore as it is 
'very certain that the fuccefs of all that was to be 
done by the Prophets whilft the accomplifhment df 
: the Promife was in expectation, and all that was to 
bfe done by the Witnefles whenever the Promife was 
fulfilled, depended intirely on an equality of proof 
between both parts of Chrift's office in this firft 
Difcovery of him ; fo it is no lefe certain, that this 
equality of proof was not otherwife to have been 
preferred, than by the method chofen. 

And if thus much will fa t ffice to lhew the ni- 
ceffity of preferving an equali y of proof between 
both parts of Chrift's office, together with the 
manner how the RefurreCtion was rendered foil .11$ 
confpicuous as the Death of the Promifed Seed* ; 
then I {hall only defire that it may be confiderM 
farther, whether fuch a wound which in the very 
nature of it confifts of coagulated blood, which 
cannot be circulated, might not very juftly -be 
ufed as an Emblem of Death ? and more especi- 
ally of fuch a Death, as was not exceed the'fpace 
of three days? If it may; then fince ths Holy 
Spirit, in order to give us a foil and rarisfaCS&ry 
•proof of Girift's Victory over Death, has fcr defcrib- 
ed Death the fufFering part of Chrift's office/-a?to 
leave us no manner, of room to doiitit hisRefn#e&i- 
on; fhall this afterwards be converted into argument, 
and alledged in proof, that the Death of* the Pro- 

mi&d 
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inHed Seed was not foretold in the original PjromHe? 
foreljr it Can't, For fihee a Bruife was made the At* 
chetypetrf Chrift's Sufferings,tho' the part whereoii 
itwaspliaced may make a very great alteration in Ac 
Symptoms attending it ; yet this can make no al- 
teration in the diforder itfelf, and confequently it 
can never difqualify it from being made an Em- 
blem of Death. For if a Bruife confifb of coa- 
gulated Blood, which cannot be circulated ; whe- 
ther it be placed on the head or the Heel, it will 
ftiH be ah Emblem of Death; becaufe as in Death, 
to in a Bruife, the blood is ftagnated. But then* 
as there are many different Symptoms arUing ac- 
cording to the different nature of the Part which 
is wounded % and as there are no very dangeroui 
Symptoms to be expe&ed from a Bruife on the 
Heel j» lb we may reasonably underiftand it to fig- 
nify a Recovery from Death, For as one of thefe 
two muft have been intended to be fignified by 
placing the wound foretold as the Archetype of 
Chrift's Sufferings at fo great a diftance from all 
the Vital parts - 9 namely, either a'punifhment in- 
ferior to .Death, or a Recovery from Death * fo 
the former can t, becaufe it is contrary to the 
JLaw and the Prophets, and to the proof drawri 
from the Divine Attributes, and to the Teftimony 
Of the Witnefles likewife * but neverthelefs tho' the 
fbmcr can't, yet the latter may, becaufe it is con* 
firped even by the' Bruife itfelf, which can repre- 
fcnt no other kind of Death, butTuch as was to 
be of a very fhort continuance. * 

Atod therefore, when the Impartial Enquirer, 
after h&ring confider'd the feveral proofs that arc 
grvert in confirmation of the Death of the Promifed 
$eed, is fully fatisfied, that the lacred perfon who 
Vm anointed to be bruifed for our iniquities, was 
ftti&ly and trudy ipeaking, appointed to die for 

• ' T out 
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oar bw^vy&whw 
nature jMthe Bruife^ and. the jpajx ^^. whereon^i^ wai 
placed : , from th? T^iy great ^ob&ility of a §>eedj5 
Jfa^overy, Jiy iwajr. very Jafejy wnciude^ mf. tli 
Peidi' oftHe IVpmifcd Seed was to be »^eatk^ 
a very ihort continuance : H$ Jmay refkftjjly fa- 
t*$iea, that jho* he was tq: i»;brmfcd to Xleath, 
jet wa$ he likewife to rife ag^n for oi^ju$if}fati? 
on ; ahd therefoj-e whatever was loft in; proof 1 of 
Death the fuffering part of Qhnft's office,* by plac- 
ing the wound foretold as the Emblem of iu on tbq 
moft ditt^nt part of any in tRe whole body from , .tfrq 
Vital jparts^ will turn to a much* better account bj 
pontributing proof to that which was more needful* 
gamely, to the Refturre6lio^ the Vi&oriouf pajjt, ,,{ 
#: /JK[ad there, been nothing to Have keen gained* 
tykeu the wound foretold as tne original £#teffl 
p( Chrift's iufferings was^ placed on Co. remote a 
jotc of the> body as the Heel, it muft tjm, %w 
•peen owned, that the Death of jt^jie promife<i ; Secd 
would have been very injudiciously reprejei^ed i 
put when we : . confider the twofold ngture o£ 
Chdft's office, and the ab£>lqt£ neceffity of $fre* 
ierying an equality of proof between bcih Parts iq 
pus firft Difcovery of him, and that by this means 
the Vi&qrious part of Chrift's office is. render* 
£d full as confpicuous, as Death the Offering 
part ; inftead of doubts and fcruples concerning 
either part, whatpraifes are not due fofthegfpat 
care that was taken to preferye ;an equality $p*fx£ 
between both parts' of Chrift*^ office? Jj^afotl^ 
cafe now ftands, notwithstanding the vqrj,^great 
abundance of proof that is to be. cplloftod i^SHJ^ff 
Law and the Prophets, and Jikewife ix$[q.~ijja$ 
pivine Attributes, and alfo from the tru? .NajaxrJ 
and eflential properties of Bruifes * nbtwifhiiandf 
uig thefe, and as many more proofs 3s caifc bejfS* 

* duced 
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duded A'ttmfirm^fion of the Death of *e Promi- 
fed Seed } yet when the proofs for the Refuircc- 
cioq are . duely and; crurfjrweighdk we (hall find 
ftat th?re ! isf ah equality, of proof between botH 
paftsiof Ghrift's office, v ;. 

' For ihflanoe, if we cctofider dfct the part or- 
dained w be'broifed,' can't be Uridefftofcd toiig- 
infy-awy? thing but a Recovery froni ifealh; at leaft 
witSwjt 'filing the facred' Seriptui** tiitlv fuch in- 
cohfiftericy and CdWtt&ft&idft, as ! is icarcefy to bi 
met -with mm^Wf Writer*, everithis iHelf is a 
fofficidnt^proof of !the Reforre&iSh ♦; but when td 
this is fcdded the proof that may be draflto froni 
flie gitife kfeif, which can reprefeht no btfter kind 
Of Death, but D*a& Vidi6ut Cdrruptibh 5 it; muft 
neceffiirily efiahliith the ' Refurreftidh on a Rock 
hever tobe-ovmhrt*wi»byany Argument whateveri 
: Befottf I conclude this' sfrgument* I think it necef* 
&ry . to 6bferve, that the one great ■ and only 
diffict#5y iattteriding it, >tiky reafonaMy b£ : bdieved 
to arife from the p&t! ordained to be bruited* 
which riot hAVihg tlwteaft kppearaHte of k mortal 
wound*- was therefbrfe fa far froth giving the cfifiJ 
gear EAquSref a^y Encouragement to fearch for 
the twdfdtd naturd of Ghrifl^s office in this firft 
ffifewery of him, 5 that fto one has ever yet at- 
tempted t<? ftoVe'fchat the* Death of the Promifcd 
Seed - w*i c&achfd uAd« tfce Br^se; \Ahd this, it 
ftwft ha coriftted ? is a Difficulty of nb j fmall mag- 
totttde-, but if the ttftfeid riattire of CKiift*$ office^ 
and the necessity irf^fovtag^an eqp^fily of prorf 
betwten bdth parti, Is itot ? fuffiriertf to .fcriioye thii 
dMkUkyi-theAi dW&ft'^hat the Paffag^ bfcfore- 
tr^io^d/ to^eri Artibam 4nd : ;hH Son, IjfddH 
may oAce tttote be cbflfidfcFd ;. ai^'lrdfli fceno! w£ 
fliali have all the proof 1M is Aefedftil to corivincd 
«t thaf the <Wofold'4ia*«e- oF CfiPiiPV tjfiicr Vasf 
; ^: T 2 fore- 
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foretold in the original Pjromifc, notwithfta6diflg 
that die wound foretold as .the original pattern, of 
Chrift's fuffcri^gs was placed on fb remote a. part 
of the body £s ,the HceL For tho* it be granted 
that this paflage ought to be underftood in a Typi- 
cal Senfc, yet {here is thb obje&ion to be railed 
againft it j namely, that tho' Ifaac was very near 
Death, yet this is a punifhment which was not then 
inflicted, on him. And ib-aofwer to this objection 
kmay^^pJied* that if ■ Ifm had not been de- 
livered front Death before thbpunifhment was in* 
gifted pn Jur% it would have fallen fliort jof con-* 
tributing proof to the Various, part of Chrift's 
office. And juft die very ferae argument holds good 
in the Promife. For, tho' f mortal wound would 
have been a much (Ironger rcprcfentation of Death 

£p fuffering part of Chrift's; office j yet as it would 
ye rcpjpefented Chrift fubd»ed by Deaths fo it 
mud necdlarily have excluded the Refurrettion* the 
Yi&oriqus part. And therefore, if nothing but 
Deadi jtieli; will jerve to be made an, Emblem of 
t)eath, rthen we fhall newt! be able to. coiled any 
thing more from this Typical TranJa&top between 
Abraham &i\& his Son Ifaac $ than we are from the 
original Promife, Whereas, if we allow the bind- 
ing of Jfw> ^ d the laying him oa the AHar* and 
Jus Father^ hapdftrctphed forth with a Knife in 
it, tofignify and foreteli that Chrift the Promised 
Seed wa3r to. be, made a Sacrifice for Sin* tho' 
Death was nqj t^hen infixed on, this Typical c Son of 
promife ; . then there will be np planner of room to 
pbjeA aganft what fags jbpQp offered cowernipg 
Moff ??.]!&& .Forfinfe^BrMife confifts of <x*h 
gulated bloo<i thft cannot be circulated* and JktfC 
P fatisfy for Sin appear? to be- the; true Rjeafen 
i^hy the, Seed, of thp Wppian was appwnfed to be 
fenafed > fxqxi itffn.ee wc art fuipilhipd w«fe a «wo* 

.. V ' u \ fold 
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PM prtof of the Death of' our profnifcd Delivered 
tho' it was not reprefented by a mortal wound* 
And therefore let the Promife be placed in a tru* 
fight, that is, let the preface and: the promife be 
confiderM and compared together, and it will al- 
ways appear, that the Death of our promifed De* 
liverer was no lefi plainly foretold from the begin* 
ing, than it was when prefigured out by Abraham 
offering up his Son Ifaac. For when we confider 
that Death was the Debt contracted when Sin was 
Committed, and that the Divine Juftice was firft 
to be fully fatisfied by the Seed of the Woman, the 
fame Nature that had offended, before tha guilty 
race were to be rcftored to the Divine Favour ; or 
in other words, before the defigns of the Serpent 
were to be defeated : then as certainly as Chrift thd 
promifed Seed was the very and only Perfon wha 
had undertaken to bruife the head of the Serpent; 
Qr according to Daniel, to make a Rmncilittim 
for iniquity , fo very certain is it* that hia Suffer- 
ings were to end in Death. And when to this » 
added the near refemblance between Death and % 
Bruife ; chat as in Death* fo in a Bruife the blood, 
is ftagnaced ; it will then, I think, very plainly ap~ 
pear, that the Death of the Promifed Seed was 
45 plainly foretold from the beginning, as it was 
when prefigured out by Abraham offering up his 
§on Ifaac. 

And as the great and only difficulty* wherewith 
this argument is oncumber*d •, (namdy* to proves 
that the Death of the Promifed Seed was fignified, 
tbo 9 it was not reprefented by a mortal Wound) is 
thus eafy t6 be overcome \ all that has: been ob- 
ferved on die part ordained to be bruifed muft fol- 
low in eourfe. Forunlefs we allow die. Refurrec- 
tion of the Promifed Seed to have been fignified by 
placing the wound foretold as the Archetype of 
CJirift's Sufferings, on fo remote a part of the 
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*>ody !asi iHenHcfl, there: wiHi this unanfiircrilfft 
quaory- arifr agpioft it;, nanfcly, ?Why was it not 
teprefewed by a Hlortd wound ?* and more djrtot- 
*Hy as a. mn.taL r wound (would . have given u$ a 
dwfch cbarferinouott of the thing intended to be t&* 
prcfented. .And the only anfwer m be made; to thrf 
quaay, is,iThat as a mortal wound would -(by re- 
prefendng Chrift fiihdued by Death) have totally 
deprived us cf this proof, Co moft neceflary was ie 
that the atoundforetold to reprefent the Death of the 
ftAtnifedSfied frouldhave a^ery plainappearaftee of 
^Recovery •, left by the ftronger representation of 
^)fcath, vjeihould readily. ha^e given credit to this, 
abdrfor warit of the fame clearnefs have fceen dcufet- 
Jul of the Refarte&ion. And therefore I fhaH c§rf- 
chide with this remarkible.Paffege in Ecctuf. chap. 
xxi. 24, 25, t.6* My Son, hearken unto me, team 
knowledge, and mark my words with thy Heart. I 
<mtt fhew forth Da&rine in weighty and declare bis 
knowledge. enaSiy. &be Works of the- Lord are done . 
in judgment from the beginning : and from the time; 
that he: made thm^ he difpofed the parts thereof. 
And if the knowledge here fpoken of may be un- 
dcrftood to be 'the knowledge of eternal Salvatir 
on, -which, I think, is highly feafonable to be be- 
lieved; and more especially if we confider, that, at- 
the twentieth -verfe it is &td, that no heart can think 
of thefe things worthily : then* as I have proved 
that the, original Promife is die principal root, and 
the. very foundation of this Do<5hine of eternal 
Salvation •,. and that whatever was revealed by the ; 
Prophets concerning the Promifed Mefliah, or it* 
tefted by the Apoftles concerning the bleffed Jefas, 
wasdther revealed in explanation of the Promife, 
or io proof cf»the Promife fulfilled*, fo We may 
reafonably conclude, that this was the Do&rine 
Tthich is to be marked in our hearts. Andaccord- 
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iHgljjr^ have proved, that there i* aft equality of 
proefl&weertboth parts of Chrift*! office in thi* 
ti&tititcof&f of Hlnpt; that as Death, the Suffer*- 
in^|>art, J k : ettr^fo{>^t«d by a twofold f>rocf 9 ft 
in like manrier i9'-thK Rtfurre&cw,: the VuStorioufe 
part! whereby it ajpptffci, that both -thefe impair 
*tant articles of oift*fefch are kept ift eqoilibfio. Afid 
thus hrre-ljbeivn forth doOrine i% Wight; Agairi, 
that I may declarer the knewtedg* cf the Lord e$- 
afffy, we are to remerttber, that a* both the Pro- 
phets and'Difeiplcs were to give an account of the 
twofold* nature of ChriftV Perfori, a& well as tile 
twafcW fcature of hkOflfce-, & therefore, with 
grear Wifilom, was our profnifed Deliverer ftiled 
by Afoft*> : The Seed of the Woman. Again, let It 
farther be obferved, that the vwtks of the Lofd 
<fre done- in Judgmenffrcm the beginning * that is, 
th&* the original PfbmMe is * Promife of Mercy, 
yet whoever confiders it as he ought, wilt fiiid that 
the Divine Juftice is equally conspicuous : for as 
Death was the debt controlled, when Sin was 
committed* fi> rtothirig fcfs than the Death of 
our promifed Deliverer could procure our dis- 
charge ; and this being the condition of our Rc« 
conciliation, at the lame time that the defending 
penitent has an undeniable proof of the, Divnie 
Mercy j yet as there are precepts commanded to 
be obferved, in order to obtain Mercy y fc> the 
bold and prefumptuous offender may be as fiiHy 
afliired of ihe Divine JiAice, And therefore, how- 
ever eontirary -both thefe criminal extremes ( #Vr. 
def^ondeoey arid preemption) are mane another, 
yet fikih » the Wifdom of God, 4fatif the ori- 
ginal Promife is rightly confider'd, * * * certain 
and infallible remedy agamft both : winch is ftiffi- 
cient tb prove, that the Works rftke Lord Ore 
demin Judgment* .■..•«*.*...■ 

T 4 Again, 
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Again, from the Time that he made' them U 
difpofed the parts thereof ; that; fr, whilft the' Pro- 
mife was in expefibtbn v he ^ 
to explain the federal Truths that were contained 
therein, and the Difciples to bear record of the 
♦Promife fulfilled. And , now, tho' I imift confefs 
myfclf to.be very unworthy. & think of theje 
Things ; yet I humbly Conceive, that I have der 
dared the ways of our Redemer, the Holy One 
of Ifratly from the beginning to the end. He that 
wantetb underjhnding wiU perhaps be too much 
*»g*ged with his follies to think en thefe things; 
but let this be remember'd, that as certainly as 
Mam y the common Parent of all mankind, has 
appeared before his offended God, fo certainly 
will all his pofterity appear; before the Judgment 
Seat of Chrift. , A(4-a$ certainly as they, for 
their dHbbedie&ce, were driven out of Paradife, (b 
certain is it, that all his difobedknt race will be dri- 
ven into Hell-fire. Near i$ ther$ any other way ofefca- 
pingthispuniftuqent, but thro* a ftedfaft faithin Chrift 
the Promifed Seed; this is that Eminent Perfon who 
was appointed to be bruifedand to bruife the head 
of the Serpent as foon as Sin wfts committed : and 
if we would be delivered from the Punifhment due 
to Sin, it muft be thro 9 the blood of the Lamb 
which was (lain, in Promife, as foon as Sin was 
committed. For Chrift the Promifed Seed is the on- 
ly cure for the Venom of the old Serpent: he on- 
ly is able to blpt out our TranJgreJ/ions, becaufe he 
only has fuffered for our iiiiquiqes. He was wound- 
ed for our Tranferejions ; he was bruifedfer our 
iniquities y the Cbaftifement of pur peace is upon 
him ; and in his Death we have a certain and in- 
fallible cure for this deadly poifon Sin. Look unto 
him therefore * and be yefyved* dl the Ends of the 
Earth. He is God, and there is none elfe. He is a 
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Juft and Merciful God\ or, as it is expreft in the 
foregoing verfc, He is ajuji God, and a Saviour % 
and there is none other bejides him. Wbofoever 

' trufteth in Himjbail be/awed-, and whofoever is 
incenfed againft himjhatt be put to confufion. Hi is 
the Lord our Righteoufnef$ f in him is everlajiing 
Strength % and therefore we will be glad and r+> 

Joyce in his Salvation* 
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HLthough I have already concluded 

t\ this Argument ; yet I think it necef- 

\ fary to confider fome of the prinri* 

I pal Objections, which are generally 

SI urgM againft the Truth of Chrifti- 

the confutation of which, I fhall have 

an opportunity of adding fomething more to the 

Victorious part of Chrift's office, bf which mean* 

I fhall fupply what is there defective. 

And in the next place, I fhall confider how far 
the Arguments, which have been lately ufed in 
defence of Chriftianity, may have contributed to 
harden the Adverfary, rather than to effe6t his 
converflon. 

But firft, as to the Objections which are com- 
jnonly raifed againft the Truth of Chriftiariity, 
*Tis alledged by the Adverfary, that the Jews 
maintain that the Promifed Mefliah was to be a 
Temporal Deliverer \ this, it muft be confeft, would 
have been a very weighty Obje6tion,provided there 
was any truth in it ; but then it is fo far from be* 
ing the true ftate of the Cafe, that even the Jews 
themfelves, who are the Authors of it, notwith- 
ftanding they were brought up under Mofes and 
the Prophets, and tfeof tiicy pretend to Kkiiowkdfp 
the truth of their Writings ; yet ir n very certain, 
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that they dare rtdt leave this Matter to their 'deter- 
mination ; for if tlicy would but confent to this, they 
muft unavoidably become Chriftfans ; or at leaft 
they would '^eYorced to acknowledge, th£ the 
Ffomifed Jyfeflfeh was to be a Spiritual Deliverer J 
For inftance,'thc firft Account that we have of 
this Eminent Perfon, is, when Mankind was be, 
come obnoxious to Death, the punifhmeht due to 
Sin ; and therefore it would be very abfurd to fujW 
pofe, that the Deliverer who was then promifed, 
was to be a Temporal Deliverer. Nothing tut ^ 
Spiritual Saviour could be of ^ny 'manner of Ufe 
to Mankind in this unhappy State, that we' by Sir* 
were reduced tb^ - And as we had then ho othej 
Enemy to be delivered from but the Serpent, the E-" 
nemy by whom we had been betrayed; fb therefor^ 
the Viftory foretdd, : was a Vidory to be obtained 
over the Serpent. In the original Promife it was 
plainly foretold, that our promifed I)eliver$r was., 
to be a Sufferer as well as a Savipqr ; and in the 
Difcoverics that were afterwards revealed by the. 
fucceeding Prophets, it was plainly fcid that this 
Eminent Perfon was to fuffer Death, that through, 
his meritorious Sufferings we might be delivered 
from Death, the punifhment due to Sin. And as 
it appears by the Sentence which was denounced, 
agsunft our firft Parents foon. after they h^d difo-/ 
bey'd, that we have no room to expeft any hap- 
pinefs in the prefent Life-, fo it is no lefs ap- 
parent from the Defolation that was to come upon * 
the Unbelieving Jews, foon after the Meffiah was 
to be cut off to finifh Tranfgreflion, and to make 
an end of Sin, that this notion Qf a Temporal 
Deliverer is without all manner of foundation. The 
Jews, indeed, whofe greateft knpwjedge confifh 
of the moft confummate Ignorance, have greadjr 
f ndpavoqred to evade the fore? of dys Prophecy ; * 

*wd 
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am} to this purpofe they pretend to deny, that the 
Perfon by whom it was revealed* was an infpirtd 
Writer ; but the prefent miferable State of the 
Jews y and the time from whence their miferies 
commenced, will in itfelf be fully fufficient to con* 
fute all that they can fay againft him. If therefore die 
Veracity of the Prophet Daniel is unqueftionable, 
Jince it appears that the Promifed Meffiah was 
himielf to be cut off, and the Jews to be fcat- 
ter'd from one end of the earth to the .other, 
how monftroufly abfurd mud it be in them to 
pretend to fay, that the Piomifed Meffiah was 
to be a Temporal Deliverer? But this having 
been fufficiently confuted already, I cannot think 
myfelf under a necefTity of faying any thing more 
upon this Subjeft, and more efpedally, as I am 
naturally led to a farther confutation of thi» Error, 
by a confideration of the Viftorious part of Chrift's 
office. For by what has been obfenredon Death, 
the fuffering part, it plainly appears that he was to 
rife from the dead in Ids than three Days : bat 
unlefs we are to be made partakers with him in his 
Kefurredion, unlefs he by fuffering and rifing 
from the dead is to draw us after Him, there witt 
ftiil be no manner of room to expe& the lcaft *i-> 
vantage from the Viftory, foretold to be obtain'd 
over the Serpent, 

In the preceding Argument I have* I think* 
plainly proved, that defeating the defign* of the 
Serpent, is the true fenfe and meaning of Bruiting 
the head of the Serpent. And as I have abun- 
dantly proved that the Prophets were Expofitors to 
Mofes ; fo it will here be neceflary to confider 
what proof may be coUedted from their Writings, - 
to confirm and ftreggthen this part of the Argu- 
ment. And to this purpofe it may very eafilybc. 
made appear, thai; the Scripture abound^ with a 
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*ery great variety of proof. Sin was the means 
whereby the Serpent crofted the nun of the whole 
Hitman Race*, and therefore every part of 
Prophecy which foretells how, and by whom, we 
were to be heai'd of this deadly poiibn Sin, de- 
monstrates and {hews us how, and by whom, the 
defigns of the Serpent were to be defeated. Again, 
as in the difobedience of our firft Parents, they, 
and in them the whole Human Race, were driven 
out of Paradife •, fo every part of Prophecy which 
foretells a Kingdom to be given to the Saints of the 
MoftHig^ f is another manifeft proof that the de- 
figns of the Serpent are to be defeated. Again, 
as Mankind is now, and has been obnoxious to 
Death ever fince Sin has been committed ; Hb every 
part of Prophecy which foretells a Refurreftion from 
the dead, will be . another manifeft proof of die 
truth of this part of the Argument. So that when 
each and every one of thefe Confiderarions are 
duly and tndy weigh'd, we fhaU have fuch a nu- 
merous train of proofs, to convince us, that de- 
feating the Defigns of the Serpent, is the trud 
fenfe and meaning of Bruifing the head of the Set* 
pent i and likevrife that the Piumiied Mefliah wa$ 
to be a Spiritual, and not a Temporal Deliverer ; 
{hat the Jews rauft other, acknowledge their Er- 
ror, or deny^ the Veracity of Mofes and the Prb- 
phiets. For i§ the proofs which have been already ex- 
hibited in c6nfirmation of the true Nature and bei 
neficial Eflefts of (Thrift's Sufferings, are too pow- 
erfei to bo withftood : fo likewife the notices 
Which arc given in the OH Teftamtnt of a Re- 
furfedion from the dead, and of k Kingdom to 
be given to fche Saints of the Mpft High, which 1 
they are to.ppflefs for ever- and ever, are no left 
powerfully convincing than the former. But in or- 
der to. g^tfeem.thlw due tote, we are .to ofc 
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jferve, that as thefev^ral Parts of Prophecy^ fcb* 
ting to the Suffeiingfrof thePromiMMtrffiah, arr 
to be, understood a*4iqibutttdry : of the Suffering* 
or die Promifed Seed-; ft) in lite mariner we are to 
underftand all the-.pfcedlftidrts of tfttt Pfaphcts, re* 
latino to this Kingdom which is to be given to 
God** Eled, and of a: Refurre&iori ftom Ac dead,* 
ioi be explanatory of- the Vi&ory which was to be 
bbtain'cl over the Serpent, Arid thought the Old 
Teftaraent abounds wkh Proof of tiiis kind* yet 
t think the 26th : of ifaidb watt be fiifficient to 
confirm am| eftabkfh the truth of this part of thi 
Argument, even beydnd all mamier Oof contradict 
(ion. .Here we .letd*:./*' that day Jball this fong 
be fung in the land*f J^dab : We have a ftrang 
Cifa falvatipn mil G^d appoint farvfalb arid bid- 
works* > Open y? the~g*tts> tbdt she righteous 
ffatfP* V&ich keepfth tht truth may enter. in. Tht» 
this Chapter, begins with a Promife of . Salvation to 
0cd> Eled : they; whoketp the Tntak (t. e. the 
tnie Fai$h) they, who truft in the vjoftorious Arm 
of the Lord,, who front the beginning was ap- 
pointed to be bruifed and to hroife the* Head of 
the Serpent: Or as Ifaiah has himfelf exprefs'd it 
in his 53d Chapter* Who was tvbunded for our 
%T4nfgre£iim$i who was bruifed for oar Iniquities* 
Jh^ll ha*e dhe gates <5f this ftrong Coy, 'opened, to 
thejn, that they may enter in an4 dwril there in 
fafety. Again, that this City is to be given to 
thetn, and them only, who keep the true Fafchy 
piay likewife receive & farther. Confirmation from 
the 35th of Ifaiab, ver. 8. where the Prophet*' 
when giving a farther dejeriptiontbf this promifed 
City, the New Jerufatetn, informs usv Vhat ad 
Highway fhall he there j and a way, and it foall 
bi nailed the: way of ih&nefs v the uttctean foatii 
not pffs over M4 hut it /halite for tbofe* (i: ej 
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tbathavekept the Faith of Chafe the Promikd 
&ech) for & 1 * it follows,, w, 9, io* JV*. Zi« 
fafrflif tbertj nor -any ravenous fit<£ Jball go up 
fbefton, it Jball not be found there : but the Re- 
deemed jball wqlk there. And fhf ranfikd if 
fht Lor d Jball return and eme tttZion, with SaygjL 
fnd everkjling joy upon their heads : they^ .and 
pniy ; thcy, Jhall there obtain^ joy and gladncfs^ and 
foirrow and ftghing Jball flee away* And there* 
ioff as wc cannot be ignorant, who may be itiled 
the Redeemed and Ranfomed of the; Lord; fo 
neither can wt be fo ignorant, as to underftand the 
Salvation hire promtfed, in a Temporal. Scnfcl 
Fpr what advantage can they hpe'from thfe.Pro* 
mi% who are. dead, and ljavp been long fincf 
inoulder'd into Afhes ? or indeed, t even they whp 
/ball be alive, when the Gates of this ftrong City 
/hall be open'd to God's Ele<k, if thus under* 
food I There is nothing more fleeting and uricerT 
pop,' than the prefent life ; fo that we $nd it fref 
fjueritly compared to a Tale, that is told; -to 4 
'Shadow ; and to Smoak that vaniftieth away y and 
]to things of the (horteft duration ; and &ersfore 
ffce. Promife of giving fuch a . ftrong City tq 
fuch fliort-liy'd Creatures as Mankind are,, woujd 
have been little more than mere Mockery** £or 
unle^ we had been made capable of enjoying i$ 
fw a^jnuch iongpr /pace of Time, than Threqfcor? 
!y«rs and Tgj, tjie cafe would be with u% as* 
i^iiv frayclle^i who are admitted in .tojtaloe i 
TQfsji of .the ^ciojiis Palace ^ of Tope great JPrui^ 
andV^vjbg ; feqi all. that is .there to be fc'en, arf| 
t&gn tun^cfout, .> without receiving, 'saxy other ben?} 
/ft,*, than the barq I*ro{pe& onty, , So we, >ja JLik^ 
limner, who are to be admitted into thrs : ftrong 
C$jf, _ %>ufdjtave -Jfttle mora tq \bc^^ r Vt^ 
$fiat we aretohave 4 Pr6fpe£t*offt/ " We mi " 



Digitized by VjOOQ LC 



fat post scr rpir, 

toeed attedge, diat we fhall be admitted in to take 
a view of this heavenly Place •, but we can fcarce 
pretend to flfle ourfelves the Inhabitants of this 
ffew Jerujhlem* For though Threefcore and Ten 
Years is but a very Ihort fpace of Time.-, yet 
fbw many are there, who drop off in much ids 
than half that Period t And from hence it is, I 
prefume, fafficiently plain, that this Promife can't 
be reafonably underftood in a Temporal Senfe. 

Again, it is fartha* to be obferved, that in the 
Prophecy juft now quoted, it; is fijd, that everlaft- 
ing Joy fhall be upon the heads of die Redeemed. 
And therefore nothing can be more abfiird, than 
to underftand tins Promife in a Temporal Seiife. 
For ax the Human Nature in its prefent fituation is 
hot capable of enjoying this promiftd Benefit, for 
any foch fpace of Time as is mentioned by the 
Prophet: fo unlefs there isfonieyery great Al- 
terarion to be made in the Human Nature, this 
Prophecy can never receive its fall Accompfcfh- 
tnent, ; any more than that Chap, xxxii. iyi 1$: 
where it is laid, that the work of ri'ghteoufnefi /ball 
be peace \ and the effell of rigbtewfnefs, quiethefs 
and affurance for ever. And nty people Jbatt dwlU 
in a peaceable habitation^ and in fure dwellings* 
and in quiet refting places. Which, confidering 
the mftability of all Temporal Things ; the mise- 
ries and calamities entailed upon Mankind in this 
prefent State ; and the fhort duration of Htifnan 
life, can never be made good on this fide the 
Grave ; fo that the Redeemed of th* Lord muft 
heeds be raifed from the dead, andbe ckrtthed with 
Immortality, and placed beyond the fcach' of 4af 
fomredifturbanqe,' before they can frtffiblyteifirpoi- 
IMfon of that everlasting Jby f that fecwe ami xumi* 
terrupted State b£ Tranquility which' is Jnt pit?* 
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$&tmvbmy&'»)nifa nature <£wac07cany pp- 
jgafit^ wjl J*a$4ffsrent in fts $fle#, # jdjgfc- 
&* frjfce tf&tadfepce of our &#: Parents, tj^ 
jrfiple 1J mnjm Rjwp js b^CQjpe pbnpxjpys to J3«ajfy 
«tt»?re flwjr f I fhjnk, very fefely c$pcjude, thft 
tow^h *be jsrfed oteaiencs of Ghrifc thp 
JPjpqMJW Seed, the srfiple tfuman Race Oi*B Ijp 
jdtoredto immortal Life j wore efpgejajjy *$ JUp 
&as prdweql )to (uffipr ;Dea& upon 9ttt A<£OUqt. 
'JFqp ip Ptfeafes of fte Body it is y*ay Qbfcry- 
jfefc, .jbat all jpctreoK? are cured py cpflti^s. 
And xhu? for^nftaoce, cold, phlegrnaticjt 4%- 
jkoy are caved by warm aj^d attenuating M<^- 
$inesj and Jo likcwife hot, jnfl^majoqr ip»ajfis 
•*re cpred Jby cpoling and WWiperayj^ Mfsiiqp^. 
■&>&$# w$ judge from the power and .eff^ft of 
Medicipes .on the Human Bpdy v #» nothing c#i 
Jk jJBpre-4»melT$ally pppofite tjtao « $crfe& plae- 
iffolfP^i^Qbcdiwce are to pAe another > then 
>rC4pqft cQodudc, that the psrfect obedience of 
$bri<k thcftswifedSecd, is ajtt ipfefljblp eyre &r 
Cjfck &adJy.P : pjfcp : Sjin J *«* wn^ewty thecal, 
whidiJp &n» &a«g taken away, .the e#e& thereof, 
•Ij^cojsJCIttth. «wft iwceflarily ?eafe, &\d Man- 
JuwJ ,fce ratfed irojqa .the dead and, reftpred to,a 
State of Immortality," which they had J^ejgaa 
jMRPgh difejaetfenoe. 

x 4 B^Wtre^on frpm the dead bej^S-F^^w^* 
:>w;djSa|^ogf ^S| We attended '&& Scripture, 
^prpiaded it is jund«M*QQd ID a Temppral Senfe, all 
£bpfr difficu}t«s.»»Il ,pjb -tptaJly overcome, .by . ma- 
WWl9g l ft > A !§J««W^ • Senfe. JFpr though 
^^Jias, already pwt.it gMg-flC.Jfc F°W*of much 
jbe.tgssfer partCif .Mwtefck s»»d. *U9W$* Jt.'-witt 
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'as certainly put it out of the £bw# i>f the reiftain- 
ins part,to have any true enjoyment of this promifed 
"City ; yet a Refufre&ion makes an alteration in the 
"whole Affair, tor if they who fleep in the duft of 
the 'Earth fhall awake, if this mortal Body ftiaH 
<t>ut on Immortality, thea all who keep the true 
Taith; will not only be admitted into this ftrong 
[City; but likewife be made capable of* having an ever- 
lafting enjoyment of it* And therefore 1 fhall only 
make the following Obfervation, and then leave it 
to the determination of any impartial Confiderer, 
to fay, whedier it ought to be tmderftood in a 
Spiritual or a Temporal Senfe. In the beginning 
of this 26th of Ifaiah, it is faid, Open ye the gates ', 
'that the righteous nation which kupefb the truth 
"may enter in. And in the Conchifion thereof, ft 
. is again repeated with this additional notice, name- 
ly, where the People are to be called from, who 
are to be received into this ftrong City, ver. 19. 
' Awake andfing, ye that dwell in the duft : for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs ', and the earth fhall cdft 
cut the dead. And then it follows, ver. 20. Come, 
my people, enter thou into thy chamber s y and Jbitt 
' thy doors about thee : hide 1 thy fetf as it were for 'a 
little moment, until the indignation be <rcerpaft. 
'And from hence it is, I think fufficiendy plain, that 
this Promife ought" to be underftood in a Spiritual 
Senfe only. ' < 

But if it fhould be obje&ed, " That as " Man- 

u kind was at firft created out of the Duft : and 

c * as it can't be denied, that the feme Power which 

€ * created our firft Parents, may likewife at any 

'* time create as' many as he pleafes ; fo it is ftot 

; cc improbable/ that' the People* who 'are thus to be 

'"' cali J d out of the Dtlft/*and to enter * ificq thh 

'*•" new *City;tiiay be a People which are to be creae- 
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u ed on purpofe to take pofleflibn of it." I fay> 
if fiich an objection fhould be railed, it will be very 
eafily confuted. For the conclufion of this Chap- 
ter plainly proves, that it alludes to the great day 
of Retribution, when all Men fhall rife again with 
their Bodies, and give an account of their own 
Works ; and as the Prophet Daniel allures us, be 
rewarded or punifhed accordingly, Chap, xii. 2 t 
ftbt many that Jleep in the dufi of the earth Jhall 
awake, fome to everlafting life, and fome to ever- 
hfting Jhame and contempt. For thus Ifaiab tells 
us, that the Eled of God being fecured from the 
fiery Indignation, which is to be poured on the 
Wicked, as above-mentioned, Tie. Lord will then 
proceed to puftijh the inhabitants, of the earth for 
their iniquity; the earth alfo Jhall difclofe her 
blood, and Jhall no more cover her Jlain 9 ver. 21. 

And now, though thus much is, fully fuScient 
to prove, that a refurrcftion from the Dead was 
foretold in this Chapter ; and likewife. diat the 
Kingdom, which is here promifed, is to be underr 
flood in a Spiritual Senfe ; yet it will be neceffgry 
to confider farther, what relation- there is between 
this Prophecy and thcfirfl: Prophecy that ever^was 
revealed ; or in other words, wh*t reafon we have 
to believe, that this Prophecy w$*s revealed to con- 
firm and ftrengthen our faith in jche original Pro- 
mife. And to. this purpofe we are to obferve, that 
Death was the mifery that Human Nature was 
irjvolv'd in, when our firft Parents difobey'd ; and 
as nothing lefs than a deliverance from Death, the 
punilhmentdue to Sin, could defeat the defigps of 
the Serpent £ fo here wc have a very plain account 
of a refurre&ion from the Dead. In the Preface 
to the Promife it is faid, that the Serpent was the 
enemy by whom Mankind, was deceived , and in 
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the beginning of the 17th Chapter of this Prophe* 
ty, we are udbnned that die Serpent was to be 
rabdued. Ih die original Pramifi, the wound 
foretold tt> be infii&ed on the Serpent, ha vety 
much the appearance of a momd wound } and to 
this Prophecy of Ifiutb it is ctttefih/ lsod» dwt 
this common enemy of Mankind It tor he flaio. 
Again, is nothing but arefunecnon from die Dead 
can be underfaod to be the confequeftce of this 
Victory, which is to be obtained over the Ser- 
pent ; fo die Prophet lM*b very plainly informs 
us, that the time fik'd for a general Refcrreftion 
and the total overthrow of the Serpent is to be on 
the very fame day. In that by, fays the Prophet, 
namely, in the day when our dead Bodies are to 
arife, The Ldtdxvitb bit fin tmdgrntmijtmig 
fwdtd Jball puiiifi Ltokahm, thtpienirtg Serpent, 
■ton ixQintban % tb*t trotkti Strpent, , mid be fiall 
flay the Dragen tint it in tbt Sea. And thus we 
fee what a conformity there is in every parr of this 
PrOf*^ wkhdaeorigMPromife 

But farther, tf we wn oartdoctafioftsirom the 
common confcquenee of Temporal VS&mss, we 
IhaUftiUftndreafontoiookfbr a Refbnedion of 
the Dead. For in couquefts of this kind, as no- 
thing is more common than for the Victorious Ge- 
neral to velegfe the Prifoners of -his party, that had 
been taken captive by the Enemy* fothekaftdsw 
eah be eapectod from the prmntied Vi&ory over 
the Serpent, is, that the Human Nature will be 
dtibharged from the Captivity of Death, into which 
ft was brought through his means. And mice 
Dt«m is die tfnare that w N as hod ifor Mankind hf 
fee Tempter ; nothing can be a tnote pregnawt 
proof of Ws defigft's being defeated, and ha malice 
prevented, than- to fee the Human Nature m 
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CWft the Ptomifed Seed, pofle&'d of a Power fr- 
perior to Death. 

Again, the eonfideratioo of the Perfections, ef 
{but Divine Being, from whom the original Pro- 
B1& proceeded, leaves us no room to doubt the 
certainty of a genera) RefecrefUon from the Dead. 
That Infinite Mercy flwuid be inclined to ranibm 
wretched Mankind from the power of the Grave, 
and reftore them, to immortal Uk % can never be 
denied : and Juftice can require no more, dun to 
be fully iaosned. Since then ^ full Satisfaction has 
been made to Divine Jufti<*. by the Human Na- 
ture* for the Debt which was contracted when Sin 
was committed * and.a fuftlaent price paid for the 
redemption of Mankind from Death, even the 
prtcim Blond of Cbrift, the Promifed Seed, 'tis 
certain they muft be di&baiged. For to accept a* 
mtSm end afterwards not to releafe the Parties 
lor whom it was paid, would be <och an act of 
Injustice, as the bafeft- Tyrant, would hardly be 
guilty of, at kail would not J* thought to be fo » 
how muchkfs therefor* can it be expected from . 
that God, who is Juftice.it (elf? So that Divine 
Juftiee, an Attribute which Human Nature bad 
moft reafon to fear, . now concurs with the Divine 
Mercy, to give them hope and fuU aflurance of 
« refurreftion from the Dead. 

It is the part of Wtftom always to pWue mca- 
fures fujtabJe and w^Udapted to the circucv- 
fcwees of things. That Phyficiaa would be 
look'd'upon as a very unfkilful, or rather as a 
yesy foolim Perfon* who inftead of adminiftring 
prppcr Medicines to his Patient in a dangerous- 
jflneis, ihould faoth.him wkb promifes of Riches 
and Honours, or fijeh things as he could have 
no hopes of enjoying, took then at the unhappy 
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-ikte that Mankind was .reduc'd to by Sin ; con- 
fider him doc>m'd to wear out a wretched Life of 
•Labbuf and Scfrrow,* and then to be reduced- intQ 
•Dull, from whence he was taken, and fay whether 
any thing lefe than "a refurreflion from the Dead* 
and a reftoration to immortal Life* could be of any 
tife to them in this miferable Condition. And can 
we fappofe that a Being poffefs'd of Infinite Wif- 
dom, would act in fuch an abfurd manner, as to 
buoy Mankind up with the hopes of -Temporal 
Things, when all that the whole World cao afford 
would be of rio manner of ufe to him in his unhap- 
py State ? No fureJy. As nothing but a redirec- 
tion from the Dead, and a reftoration to immortal 
life, could adminifter ■ the leaft relkf to Human 
Nature ; this or nothing muft needs haw been im- 
-plifd in the Original Promifc, and thofe fcbfequeot 
' Prophecies, that Were delivered out in Explanation 
-of the Vi&ory that was to be obtained over the 
Serpent. So that whether we form our Conciu- 
vfidns from t&e natural effect of fuch Things as 
-are dire&ly contrary to one another, of from the 
common confequence of Vi&ories, or from the 
pledge or token of our own Refurrc&ion ;• name- 
ly, the Refurreftion of the Human Nature in the 
-Ptamifcd Seed ; ot whether we confuler the Per- 
feftions of the Divine Being, and the unhappy 
•State of Mankind after the Fall, or turn to the 
•Scripture for Evidence, we muft allow the Truth 
•ot a refurre&ion from the Dead to be unqueition- 
'able. 4 . . 

' * From what has been obferv'd it is* I preftjme, 
•Sufficiently clear, • that the Promifed MefTiah was to 
be a Spiritual and, not a Temporal Deliverer * And 
therefore all the Notices in the Old Teftament oT a 
kingdom to be given to the Saints of the Moft 
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High, can't realbnably be underftood to. relate. to.' 
any other Kingdom* than thi$,. which was to bq: 
ere&ed by Chrift the Promifed Seed. t But if t6 : 
this we Ihouldadd the Teftimony.of Jhe Apoftles, 
and . confider -the Harmony that- is between that, 
and the Writings' of Mofes and the Prophets, it 
will ftifl more plainly appear ; and confequently, 
even Death itfelf is not more qertain, than that a 
Refurre&ion will fucceed ; and that the Righteous 
wittjbinc as the hrightnefs of 'the Firmament , and 
that the Wicked will be driven into everlafting Pu- 
nijhment* 

.. But fince it has been objedted, that " all the 
" Prophecies which have been applied by the Apo- 
V ftles to the Blefled Jefus, are applied to him in 
* a Senfe merely typical, myftical, or allegorical * 
" in a Senfe very different from the literal and ob- 
iQ vibus Senfe, and fuch as no ways correfponds 
< 4 with the intent and defign, for which thofe Pro- 
4 * pheciesAvere revealed:" It will now be neceflary 
to lay. fomething in confutation of this Objection, 
winch will be as eafily overthrown as the former. 
;\,And to. this purpofe, I (hall make no Scru- 
ple to. affirm, that this Accufation is lb far from 
containing any Truth in it, that many of the Pre- 1 
diftions of the Prophets concerning the Promifed 
Meffiah, are as plainly reveaPd, as theTeftiniony 
of the Apoftles concerning the bleffed Jefus. % And 
thus forinftance, Bethlehem was no lefs plainly 
foretold to be the place where. Chrift was to born, 
than it was afterwards attefted by, the Apoftles to 
be the place where Chrift was born. Again, that 
the Promifed Meffiah was to" Iprihg from the. Root 
4>f Jeffe •, i. e. that he was. to be born of the v Fa^ 
xhily of' David, when, the Royal" Stije and 'Dignity 
pf this Family was cut down to. the ground i was 
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rialefs plainly fofetold by the fettphtt $«tal, &fr 
it was afterwards pr6Vtd W hxtt fttieW&r its At* 
compflhmen* in the bldftd JffifuS. Hut to tfift 
perhaps you will object, that tflaity othtfs *fct* 
Ukewife born in BitblebW* attd dF the Falrafy tf 
IfeWi,. when the ftoyat Stflfc aftd fcfenitV Of Afe 
JFajpily was ended, as well as ifce HefiW jfefus i 
ihd coniequendy nelj&ef of thefe $att be ittffA as a 
<jiftii4 and bofitive Jirdof of the ftfctfiiftd Mdfiah. 
This I readily grant » arid theHJort fjiall add OM 
that is, namely, hii IttcARfcATIdll. This I tbifik : 
may wery, juftly be -jftiled a diftind and jJdfltiW - 
groof, though neither of the other ibufd «, for face 
ho Man,, excepting the blefled JWb£ ever Vtt pre- 
tended to be borii of a Virgin; ; and finte the time 
appointed for the A^ompllmmifttftf this part of 
Ptophecyj hit* loflg; nfiCe been gift kHd gone 5 *we 
muft therefore conclude, that he ft the fymMutt 
fcokeri of by jjaiat, otthe veracity of this ffcJphet 
will be greatly to be fujpe&ed 1 And when to fta 
is added the othfcr twTo, which though thty art! 
Up mote than a JiM qati. tiQtb, without which he 
could not jbe the fcrotni&d Mtfllah ; we &afl 
Rave all the proof needful to convince us of the 
Truth of this j#rt* of . the Teftimony of . Ae Aptt* 
ttles. The Je&K . ft . mult Ve tonfefs*di have 
greatly fendeavout'd to overthrow this (art dF 
their Teftimony ; but whoever tonfidet* the power 
and force of mis frroof, wnl very tafily ptrctftfi 
tSbbh what account .tteir Obje&ibrts were riHrd'; 
and fiiort dTpedally if it is cdnfidertd li&ewtfc 
how fteakly they.art fiipported. flat mis hiring 
been fiifficientiy confuted already, . I fliall hett only 
ooferVe, that me firft account which was jtfrtn tf 
fhe Promi&id Deliverer, is, that he wasttofee /** 
teed »/ tie fretntit ifify ; which was afterwards 
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aij. And 1 fine* it has teed ftflly f#6*ai Am the 
Bophetsaft to betMderftood ht the capacity of 
Expofitors to Aftjfo, and that Af^j's FrofflUed 
Sets!,end the Propheti Promifed Meffiah, It one And 
theGtmeFeffort: Somerefore<hef*isfK*ObjeftiDir 
tiiatt^ be raifedagaWt either, that can be of any 
force j beeaafe the Prophets aire fupported by one 
another. And therefore as they are all agreed, 
diet our Promifed Deliverer was to be bom of a 
Woman without any human fether* mil it, in a 
manner quite contwiy to the common and ordinary 
•auric of Nature \ fo the miraculous lyoAftitA* 
tion of the bkfied Jefus, is an Artide of the 
Chrifftan Faith, whkh is plated much beyond the 
Power and Malice of the moft implacable Advcr- 
firy. Which wiH yet mow evidently appear, if 
we confidcr farther, that as the Prophets are to be 
ttnderftood in the capadty of E&pofitors \ fo like- 
wife are die Difisples to be underllood a* Wit* 
ne&stothe Accomplishment of thePmmiie; and 
fince it appears ftkewifelfom their Toramony, that 
the Peribn by whom the Pfomife has been falfill'd, 
was bom of a Virgin : As by this means the 
Veracity of die Prophets is proved beyond att 
manner "of contrad^ion j fo in fike manner the 
Vertrisy of mis part of the Te&mony of the Apo- 
flies, miiftbeMasXmquefHbnable* becaufc it is 
eonfirm'd and ftrengthea'd by me PmJkfttons of 
me Prophets. And therefore if any Objoftiotn 
mould be mifed agathft this put of thttr Tefti- 
mony, it muft (as I before obferved) 6tf to the 
ground^ for matjBar itotwttd Ddmtfet wa* toie 
tixSMitf *1h Wimm *»#, and that it #%mn» 
JbculA xomfafs a M**> and •*•» * f7rp» jfaatf 
*wtttor *Hi<totnf ftrtlt b»i am ttediftioia 
• mat 
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that foretell ,th$ ipimculQU^r^atnation of jtha-bfef- 
fed Jefofc j|$-,p]ainly.«£ it^wgs attefted by the App- 
ftles, which is. all that I,h^£i^dert£ken„ to prove 
at prefcntt k * \, _/ . / r 

. And ;th?erefQj:e pafs yre now to the fuffering 
port of Chnft'$ office; and here we fhalj find the 
fame .Hartmpny and Agreetnent Jbetween the Pro- 
phets apd Apoftles as before.. For 'tis very ob- 
fetyable* ;that .Prophecy, faegp>$. with foretelling, 
that a ftiumafi Sufferer . yras. ttfbe made a Spiri- 
tual Saviour \ and the true ,Ngture ai>d bene- 
ficial Effect ef Chrift's Sufferings, being after- 
wards folly eyplain'd by the fuqeeeding Prophets, 
whert Z>#«V/:g}yes us an account of the 'Time ap- 
point^^fori ?he Accomplilhnjent of |his "great 
and mjenhonsJble Ev^nt^ _.h? adds likewife, that 
the.Perfe$ ^k> hfidj^een fo frequently foretold 
by his £r?deceflbrs to be ip^de a Sacrifice for 
Sin, was Meffiah the prince. 5 and afar three/core 
and twaWeeks-jhallMeffteh be cut off but not for 
bimfelf. And juft wh$n the Time prefixed ; by Da- 
niel w#s come, the Difcjple^ppear'd teftifyingthe 
feme thipg§ of the bleflM Jefus,, as had; keen* fore- 
told by hap #nd his Predeceflbrs of the .?rpmifed 
Melji^h 5, ;art4 therefprQ whoever confiders . thefe 
Circumftanges, wifltaye no. 1 room tQ : charge the 
Apoftle$ with quoting, dark eptgmaiti^i ^aflages, 
to prove the Truth of Ghri#iftnity., Bpt . here it 
n^uft he conftfs'd, .thafihf? Reftjrr?&ion pf 'the 
£le0ed Jtfusr (*. e A the Deliverer) wa§ not fo plain- 
ly fqptold by Daniel, .as.it was afterwards >ttefted 
by ; the Allies ; and yet;w|iqever cx>#/j$$fs r -what 
l#s already been obferyed pn the Prqngf§,. wljen 
the Bfqife, and the part orjdaiijed to \jt jb^fed were 
fionfider'd; and when the P/ophecy of j£taw4'and 
ffatebjsvp cpjnpajred with .the ^original .P/omife t 
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^Wtll find that" the Rciurreftion of the: Promifed 
Seed was no lefs plainly foretold ty the Prophetsj 
than the Death of the rromifed "Seed ? • and who* 
'wer confiders this Prophecy of Daniel with any at* 
Mention, will find that we are not left without good 
and fufficient proof of it even here; for as it' w& 
-moft plainly foroald by Daniel, that • the Meffiafc 
Was to finifti Tranfgreflion, and to make an end o£ 
' Sin (r . e. deftroy the power of it :) So therefore, 
-fince the Wages of Sin fe Death, hemufHiecefik* 
-rily rife from the Dead, before this part bfrthf 
Prophecy can be faid to have received its fuH Ad- 
-complifhment •, for otherwife the deadtjn efieft ctf 
<Sin, will prevail over the Perfon appointed, tp fa*e 
,us from the power of it. And confojtientlyy Tfib 
.could have but little or no encouragement to coiir 
fide in Him/ as our Promifed Deliverer. But 
this I rather infift on, to fliew the Harmony. be- 
tween the Prophets, than as matter of Advantage 
to this part of the Teftimony of the Apoftfcs* 
For whether we allow the Refurtfiftiah. of the Pa*- 
mifed Mefliah, to have been foretold by Daniel 
or no -, yet whoever confiders and compares Da- 
\U and Ifaiab with Mofes, will find that this 
important Article of our Faith . was too plainly 
foretold by each, and every one of thefe Pro- 
phets, tq be denied by any Argument whatever. 
And from hence it is, I think,' very evident, that 
the Teftimony of the Apoffles is fa far from being 
inconfiftent with the Writings of the Prophets, that 
it agrees with them, not only in every particular 
'Circumftance, which they have foretold of the 
Promifed Mefliah, but likewife with the whole Sy* 
ftem of ancient Prophecy ; that is, the Teftimony 
of the Apoftles concurs with, and is agreeable tx>, 
even the very defign for which thofe Prophecies 
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lad ten revtaFd. Fodr fafatte, tx> tecsp «p fo «*> 
pcaatkmofthcooo^ofthcPromiW 
m<A certaWy was a pcindf al thing intqnded, by 
feting thofe Mdftogn before* to prepare the 
tay of the Lord: And to prove that tta Eminent 
4^ondkl»me at the Ttmt appointed for his co- 
ming, jnoft certainly was tie principal thing intend- 
td, by prodding proper Wkncfib to bear record 
<of the ActompWhnlone of the Promtfc. So that 
oonfidcr die Prophets and Apaftles in what Hght 
you pieafe, and they -fill: appear ki perfect Har- 
-mony with one wether. But if we defcend to par- 
txtti^-md take imo our ceof^^ the Time 
when, tilt Place whene, and the miraculous Birth* 
Death and Refurrc&ion of die Promifcd Meffiah, 
as it lad been foretold by Mafi* and die Prophets, 
a«d as.it was afterwards attcftfcd by the Apoftks i 
<h»iwthittgcM'bemore than 

tpaflbt that aH the Prophecies quoted by the A- 
poftks, out of the Old Tcftament, vere applied 
aeidieUefled Jefi»in a different Scnfe» from the 
teal and obvious Senfe of thofe Parages from 
whence they were cited. 

And therefore this Objeftion being removed, I 
come now to confider the other part of the Testi- 
mony deforced by the Apaftles, which was indeed* 
astteObjo&orfeys of it, taken from Types and. 
Allegories. 

But fince the Obje&or has forgot to inform us, 
that the Arguments thus founded, were never 
urged by die Apoftks, to any other People than 
the Jews ; a People who either had, or ought to 
have had, as much knowledge in thefe things as 
the Apoftles thenifchres * fo it is from hence very 
evident that they had no defign of deceiving. Had 
this been the cafe, they oughc to have made ufe of 
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thde Arguments to the G*ntiks> and ik* to the 
jVtrtr; tor tridi •; Pfldpk «ho wtrc igmpant of 
ttefetbtag^ it itttti^ 
feafcHngfcmtthonari^^ 
Vhdtas nothing of thisoatUre could be txptOai 
from* People, who were brought vpttodcrJlff^i 
and the Prophets* Since therefore the Apoftks* 
to the Jfetw became as Jtawv and to the Gextibts 
fcecarac as Gtntita ; that », fines the Arpinv ai tn 
vied to both Parties were adapted to the capacity 
and uodstftaiicBngof their £iearef$9 it is trerjr cer- 
tain they could have no other defigntban to e»r 
*inCe Mankind of the Tmth of their JDo&ixic. 
For to have beea fiiceefi&l in a defigA of deceiving, 
they ought to hare been <kntUts to the Jtsar 9 and 
7^Jtothe€fea4rfa. Thk they oarcii^ veiled 4 
and therefore we mu&cooclndc, tfatt they had ao«* 
therdefig^agkatkmth»t what would bearthe&ic- 
^ Examination * aad oorfequei^yOTuftfacJBtta^ 
Again, it b confe&'d that the Apc&le* did make 
pfeof Tod* Argument* as were drawn from Types 
and Afcgp»es« But then, from whttifaas ataariy 
been obfervtd on the plan PredsStions, iris very 
certain, that the TtftimeDy of the . Apoftks *ss 
not ahngjether confined to Types and Allegories. 
And thb being the cafij> as there appeals to he a 
{great variety of proof so convince «5 cf the Itaitk 
of Chriftkmty ; I iwould only aflc what docs ahtt 
axnoaat to mare, than to prove that Chriftianity is 
of Divine Original? In our Temporal food we 
are great admits of variety : iraoe therdbec the 
indulgent hand aaf Heaven, has ibiOrdef d it» *hst 
Eheyt Wctwifc, ba^great variety in xait Sptritoai, as 
'^q^'-asjtt'Mir.rcaqanalJFood, ihattthb be made 
*t> master of complaint, .and alledgpd in proof, that 
there baotaiagflt to eat? -that there is jio Nou^ 
i riflunent 
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sflhent in any of it ? that it i* ail too hard for Di- 
geftion* that it is impoffltte : to amderfland 'how, 
and by whom we .are to be heaPd of <t&s deadly 
poifon Sin ?'ob to find out the Agreement between 
-the Teftimony 'deliver'd by the Apoftlcs; and the 
paflages which they have quoted in confirmation that 
jche bkflMJefusistfe Surely 

•it can't, t For - foch is the; Harmony and firidfc 4 A- 
greement 'between the plain. Predi&ions that were 
written in ^Explanation of the Promife, and the 
Teftimony which has been idehver'd concerning the 
Accontplilhrtient of it, as is fully fufficient to con- 
vince any one that is to be convinced, that the blef- 
fed Jefbs is >the Perfbn, of whom Mofes and .the 
Prophets {iad wrote' ; that his Sufferings .were to. be 
infli<5te&-op Him on our account and not for bim- 
felf-y * that through .his Death, we might (if not 
prevented by our own .negligence) obtain the re* 
xni&DB of . our Sara. This, 1 fay, though it was 
iiot very plainly reveai'd in the original . Promife, 
yet it was ks.plainly foretolcHby Ifaiab and Dtmkl> 
m it wasatttfted by the Witneffes themfelves. . 

\ I have in . the preceding Argument plainly 

proved that the obfcuray of the original Ptomife 

was of the greateft advantage to Mankind ; in 

asimuah as it was the moft effe&ual method that 

could be taken to prevent the ill confequen- 

ces, which would naturally arife from the weak- 

nefs, as well as the depravity of Human Nature. 

'And it has been further, obferved, that ;what .was 

•afterwards reveal'd by the Prophets at fundry 

times,i and in divers manners, was of all -others the 

mqft effectual method that could be token to build 

a ftedfaft Faith upon. And therefore once more 

Jet it be fuppofed, that the twofold -Nature of 

Chrift's Perfbn and. Office had been fa- fully . re- 

:...*' veal'd 
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Veal'd in the beginning, that they ftoodbno need 
of any 'father Explanation : what reafbn have we to 
believe, that they who are now fo buf/inr flatting 
Obje&ioos againft the Truth of Chriftianitp, ^rould 
nothaVebeen as afliduous in railing Ofcgefttoris a- 
gainft it, as they are at prefent, if the original 
Pfomife had been thus reveaTd ? What realbn have 
we to believe, that the Objeftors would not have 
afferted, ,that it is morally impoflible to believe that 
the' original Promife fhould have efcaped bdng 
corrupted by fome of the idolatrous Princes who 
ruled over Ifrael ? But if nothing of this nature 
had been attempted ; fince it appears that the Pro- 
mife was reviv'd by Mofes j what realbn have we 
to believe that the Obje&ors would not have aflerted, 
that the Promife was nothing mote, than a trick 
and contrivance of Mofes to keep the Jews in fob- 
je&ion to thofe Laws which he was pleafed to lay 
upon them, and that fome of the principal Jews 
were confederates with him in this Scheme, out cf 
which they luck no fmall Advantage ? And there- 
fore it was continued to be imposed on Mankind, 

" by his .and their Succeffors. 

Again, had there been feveral other Prophecies 

' reveal'd, in confirmation of the original Promife, 
by t David, Ifaiab, Daniel, &c. and thofe of a 
later date * how eafily might it have been alledged, 
that thefe latter Prophecies were nothing more than 
a Tt-ar^Tci'ipr of the firfly contrived to fupport and 
ttiaititafrrthe Credit of it when it was finking ? And 

^ that the whole had ihore the appearance of Human 

* Art and Cunning, 7 thaji of being the ' produce cf 

* tKkt'Inlfimte Wifdo?n,- : ^i61e i ways are-unfcarchabie? 
Thefe* ind many other' Objections 1 of the like na- 

~ tiirc might havebee'n railed againff Chnftiariity, pro- 
Wide£'the % feveral Truths' contam'd in the original 
*- :11 lm - l . : - ; 'Promife, 
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xhcbcgguriflg. Wheitasfintetbereairff^ 

aal Effe&s of Clvift^Sitffeiwgs^ and ft**)*** 
^fcuwiy«here^ aiuch greater difficulty to be 
comprehended*, 4$ tbegopdpefs of Cod very plaia- 
Jy appears by $hc one, *o coaddceadi^g to the 
wwknefc tfour iindoilM^u]^ fo in the ofber his 
Wififcm is no Jcjfe cos^pioious * and by this jjoeans 
he $tniiihe?u? with a very plain proof, that he is 
'die Author of the whole, *hpu$h Mao was made 
tiferf, as the mew^ di£owi*ng his Will to jus. 
However, fince jt plainly .appears that jChxiffiaiwy 
«is krntfhed with a great variety of proof* JfciBe jp 
f T^wandoih«rssn Alkgwies^ fcfwin$rta»Jbce- 
^dj&ions, and others in dark enigmatical J?hiaft»; 
k therefore can aeyer be {aid, that the aae p * 
Traitfeript of the other j nor can it in*he. leaft &e 
doubted, that the whole isiof Divine Qti&ogji. 

But Curdy it jtouft be but a very weak wgf $f 
jwg»fqg, to objeftagainft the Teftfcnpjqy pf *he 
Apoftlcs, becaiife they have underiakeAtp &$&p 
the Types, and to fhew Msthc Subftanoe* #r Jbr* 
r xaufe they have <undeff aken .to <e^plain j&e tflatk 
ci^maticalPafiJige^ ^dxoJQbewjisthc taxeSig- 
iiiGosioaof them. Were ^hefc ;dark ertigl*aQ£*l 
£aflagesiicver tp be eatpto'd, do jou tbiak? f£ 
.that bethe **£;* they \tafote as i*£)l rnavw jbjare 
Jbceofew^U J»t J^3^J»v*,he»^^ 
and cadain f d Jikewife ; wbawan jfwMfc JKiw- 
.iwfeot «he.Pcdpns whohave ^phb'fdihww £&*** 
: ^i*hiy,werjsMflfl^ flpl&Kt 

tfcgr mae intended .for dp* fittest Jfl* .we 
. Author .of tbofe jRaflMfS, 4Wfft Jfc»m j&J* **y 
Timewheaahcy werefttftjeHeaiy? #swideJ4* 
this, coofidtr eke Meanoti* M £be ,&%? J>y 
whom they were explained * poor illiterate Fisher- 
men* 
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*jnc!i $ Men who of all others were the moft un- 
Jikejy to undertake an Affair of. this kind ; and 
fuch.as never coyld have gone through, with it, if 
they had not had the Divine Affiftance* Confider 
likewife the Time when thefe Perfons were raifed 
ttp, juftat the very Time when the Promife was 
JFulfiird ; which undoubtedly was the Time appoint- 
ed for thofc dark Paffages to be explain'd, for 
then y if ever, they would be moft ufeful. And from 
lience, ,how eafily may. we perceive that, the whole 
Affair was conducted by that Infinite Wifdom and 
Power, which brings all things to Perfection in 
their proper Seafon ! 

Again, though there are many dark enigmatical 
Pfcrafes, yet as there are many plain Predictions 
relating to the fame purpofe, fo by this means 
-we are perfe&iy freed fro$i all manner of danger of 
iseingimpofe^lon, by a falfe E^pofition of the ob* 
fcure Paffages. For fince they both came from that 
4inerring fountain of Wifdom and Truth, in whofc 
word there can be no inconfiftency or contradic- 
tion \ confequently the Expofition of the dark and 
-obfcure Paffages muft be agreeable to the plain 
JPrediflipns, pr they can never be right.. This* 
therefore, feems to be the. ultimate end and defign 
: of-teth:j namely, .that-we fhould neither be im- 
jpofed on, or led into an Error by a. falfe Expofi* 
xion ; nor have the leaft reafonable room _ to doubt 
die S*ncerijy, r Honefty, pr . Ab&ty of. thofe <Per- 
ipns who were appointed togive us the true. 
,:,, Moft unfortunate therefore are the Adverfaried to 
tjChriftianity,, to raife fuch Objections as thefe are 
agstin&ic^ which wheri duly, confider'4* rather 
fssvpfyb convince u? of the JFfutJv of it, than to 
leflen die Credit of it» Whieh\when eon0derM in 
#.ny .fti^pe whatever, can by; no means be urged as 
-an; Obje&ion. t$ if, hecaufe, of .the plain Pre* 
: .'.-.^ " X di&ions. 
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-diftions. For what tf ChriflSaiiky is ftipponcd by 
'different kinds of proof* by Type* as well as by 
Allegories, and plain Predi&ions ; yet fuwty the 
obfeurity of the Types can never lefien or diminifl* 
the perfpkuity of the plain Predi&ion % but wfeen tkc 
©bfcurity of the Type is takeh away by the blight* 
nels of the plain Prediction, as we may by giving a 
due attention to what was plainly reveaTd, be able 
to come at the true Senfe and Meaning of what was 
fignified by the Type ; and as every Truth which is 
thus found out, will give more and more light tnta 
the Truth of Chriftiaoky % fo it muft needs greatly 
confirm and ftrengthen our Faith, but by no means 
can it contr&ute to weaken k. To inftance only 
•between the Law and the Promife. In the Law, 
the Brutal Sacrifices were recommended % and yet 
we are told by Mojetj the- very Peribn who or- 
■dairfd the Law, that the Seed of ifoe Womanjsthe 
true and only fevmgSced •, this was theSeed appoint- 
ted to fatisfy for Sin, as foon as Sin was committed : 
*nd therefore we muft ekher underftand the Law in 
a Typical Senfe, or we render Mojes inconfiftent with 
iiimfetf. Again, k cannot be denied that the Pro- 
phets were of Divine Appointment, as wefi as the 
Law, and confequtendy there can^tbe theleaft mcon- 
iiflaency between the one or the other. And yet 
according to the Predi&ions of the Prophets, wc 
find that the Proniifed Mefliah was to be cut off to 
finifh Tranfgreflion, and to make an end of Sin. 
If therefore the brutal Sacrifices were appointed to 
Satisfy for Sin, what neceflky would there have been 
for the Mefliah to be cut off to fnijb franfgref- 
few, and to make a reconciliation for Iniquity ? It 
fiardy can never be imagined, that the Son of God 
would have taken our Nature upon him, and after 
this,h*ve fuSer'dhimfelf iobe wounded for our Tranf- 
grcjions^ find -bruifed for our Iniquities y if the 
. . " . - Brutal 
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ftuftf Sacrifices had not been altogether unable to 
purchafe our Peace, and to procure the pardon of 
our Sins. And yet we can never ptetendtodoubt that 
this wo* the true intent and defign of this amazing 
conddcenfion, becaufe the Prophet afterwards ftilei 
it, the Cbajlifment ofsur Peace ; and then adds, by 
%i$ ttruifiy (i. e. Death, we are beaN.) And front 
henofeitis, I think, very evident, that the Levi* 
tical Inftitution was no more than a Typical In- 
ftitution; for if k be otherwift underftood, the 
Law aftd the Prophets will for ever remain irrecon- 
cifeablfc 5 whereas we no fooner underftand it in a 
Typical Senfe, but there is a perfeft harmony in all 
that is facred ; that is, die Brutal Sacrifices will be 
fo far from contradicting, what was plainly fore- 
told by the ProphetSjthat tjiey Ukewife tyilljoin with 
tfe* Promts and the Apoftles, and prove that thi 
filings of the true Seed, the Promifed Sced % 
W#e to end in Death. And thus we fee how ex* 
trerftefy ufeful the plain Predi£tioris are, provided W£ 
^Htt but make a proper ufe of them 1 if We do not, 
it moft eefrtainly is our own faults. However, w£ 
ought not to complain for want of Light, finCe k 
appears that there is Light fufficient, and more e* 
lpeeially,as the only reafon why it does not prove fe 
to us,' is becaufe we are refolvM not to make a pro- 
per, life of it. But whether the Jews will under- 
ftand the tevitical Sacrifices in this Senfe or no, is 
ft « matter of no great canfequence j becaufe we are 
ftlH able to prove, that Mbfes's Promifed Seed was 
to be made a Sacrifice for Sin, whether the Levitical 
f nflitution is underftood in a Typkak Senfe or no. y 
For as it has been fully proved, that Mof*f% pro- ' 
mifed Seed, and the Prophets promifed Mejfkh, 
is one and the fame Perfon ; (b there is vjA one 
Truth whatever, that has been more plaintetforetold 
by the Prophets, thui* that the Promifed j5#effiabwaa 
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to be made a Sacrifice for Sin. And thus tte fee 
1iow extremely beneficial the Light is, that may be % 
collected from the plain Predi&ion, towards illu- 
ftrating . and explaining the feveral Truths that 
were contain'd even in the Promife itfelf, as well 
as thofe that were typified under the Law* 'Let 
us now take another view of the Law, and we 
fhall foon perceive that the deliverance from 
the. Egyptian Bondage, was a Type of that Deli- 
verance which was to be procured by the Promifed 
Seed. For whoever confiders what a wide diffe- 
rence there is between both thefe Deliverances, 
muft think it highly abfurd to be believed, that 
the leffer Advantage fhould be fo ftri6tly com* 
manded to be obferved, upon any other ac- 
count, than to preferve and maintain the true 
notion of the greater. And though I could prd- 
. duce a very great variety of proof, in confirmation 
of this part of the Argument 5 yet as I am now 
confidering the benefit of the plain Predi&ion; I 
fhall here only fingle out one, which we are for- 
nifh'd with from the Prophet Ifaiab li. 9, 10, 11. 
The Words are as follows : Awake , awake, pt 
on thy ftrengtb, O arm of the Lord\ awake as in 
She antient days, in the generations of old. Art 
thou not it that cut Rahab, and wounded the dra- 
gon ? Art thou not it which hath dried the fea, 
the waters of the great deep ? that hath made - in 
the depths of the fea, a way for the ranfomed to 
pafs over ? Therefore the redeemed of the Lord 
fhall return^ and come again with Jinging unto tbt 
Jand of Zion; and everlafting joy fhall be upon 
dr heads : and they fhall obtain gladnefs and joy y 
t anaiforrow and mourning fhall % fiee away. That 
ctrhe termer of thefe Deliverances relates to the 
.Deliverance which had been procured for the Jews, 
,fro*n the^gyptian Bondage, is not to be doubtedj 
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and that the latter relates to that Deliverance which 
is to be procured by the Promifed Seed, is no left 
certain ; for as it has been fully proved, that the 
Prpmifed Seed was to be a Spiritual Deliverer, fo 
it is no lefs certain that the everlafting Joy, which 
is here mentioned, can never be underftood in any 
other Senfe than Spiritual. Sin is the occafion of all 
that mifery and woe, which the Human Nature 4s 
now obnoxious to, and has been ever fincc it, was 
committed. Sin is the deadly Poifon, by which 
the- whole human Race loft Life and Immortality ; 
and therefore fincc it is fo great an Evil, then to be 
made Partakers of the everlafting Joy, which the 
redeemed of the Lord are here promifed to bf- 
crown'd with, we muft firft be cleanfed from our 
Sins. And that this is an office appointed td Mq* 
fish Promifed Seed, has been Efficiently proved 
already ; and therefore the Deliverance here pro- 
mifed, can be no other than that foretold in the , 
original Promife, when the head of the Serpent 
(hall be bruiied, his defigns defeated, and Human 
Nature deliver* d from Death, the puniihment due 
to Sin. Let us now confider the near refemblance 
between this Temporal Deliverance which the Jews 
have experienced, and this Spiritual Deliverance 
which is yet in expectation ; and from hence we 
(hall be able to prove, that the leffer advantage had 
reference to the greater; and that the one was 
introduced into a religious form of worfhip, as a 
Type of the other. <For though it would be very 
abfurd to underftand this Temporal Deliverance in 
any other fenfe than typical •, yet to be qualified for 
jhis office, there ought to be a refemblance between 
both i that by the frequent contemplation of tfy? 
Temporal Deliverance, the true notions, as well 
as, the ftedfaft belief of ttie Spiritual, might dncreafe 
propomonably ; for unlels we have a true Idea of 
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the Excellencies of this Spiritual Deliverance, out 
defires after it will wax cold* notwi&ftanding thft 
certainty of k ; and therefore upon this account 
only, it appear s highly necefiary .that there ihould 
be a near refemUance between both. And as this 
is aH that this wanting to convince us that this 
Temporal Deliverance was cttmmapded to be com- 
memorated asa Type of the Spiritual; fo it will be 
no difficult matter to prove that it is a&airably 
well qualified for this office. For inftanee, when 
wc read, Art thou not it that eat Rabak y ani 
wounded the Dragon : HoweafUy may we wider? 
ftand thi* to allude to the V&ory whkh was fore? 
told to be obtained over the Serpent? And fo a- 
gain, when we read. Art then mi it Htbitb btth 
dried the Sea, the waters jpf the great dtty* that 
bath made in the depth of the, Sea a way for tU 
ranfpmed tet pafs over : How. eafily may. w« Ha* 
derftand this to allude to that paliage, which is W 
be made through Death to immortal life ? And 
fo in fike manner the giving the land of Ctiwt 
to the Children of Jfrael, may as eafily be igniter: 
ftood to allude to the giving the land of Zion to th* 
Saints of the Mofi High for a Poff^fton far <W 
ami ever. Thus eafily may wc percehfe the near 
refembknee between both tbcfe Deliverances, and 
therefore we can have no room to doubt that the 
kfier Advantage had reference to the greater, or 
that the true intent and defign of introducing, this 
Temporal Deliverance into a religious form of 
Worfkip* mofl: certainly was to preftflvc and 
maintain the true Notions and fted&ft belief of that 
which was Spiritual; that by the Trac^n^ content 
Jplation of the one, which they had experienced, 
*«d by the oear refcmbknee between them both, 
they might.aiaiYc at the greater degree of know- 
ledge and certainty .of that which is in expecta- 
tion* 
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rioiT ; namely, of that which is to be procured 
by the PromHed Seed. Of this we have all the 
proof that is needful to convince us, both from 
reafon and the nature of Things ; for though it 
would be very abfurd to fbppofe, that the leffer 
Advantage fhould be commanded to be ftri&ly ob- 
fared, whilft no notice was taken of the greater ; 
yet this is an Abfurdity that we can never be freed 
from, but by underflanding this Temporal Deliver 
ranee in a Typical Senfe. But ftifl there remains a 
more convincing proof if it be poffible than this ; 
and that is* the proof which we are fumifh'd with 
from the Prophet Ifitiab v who after having con-; 
fle&ed both thefe Deliverances together, plainly in- 
forms us, that this Temporal Deliverance which 
had been wrought fix the Jews y was intended to 
convince us of that Spiritual Deliverance which is to 
be pFofcured by the Promifed Seed ; therefore, 
6ys he, that is, as certainty as you have been de- 
liver^ from the Egyptian Bondage, fo certainly 
flialf the redeemed of the Lord (i. e. they who 
truft in the meritorious Sufferings of their Bruifed 
Redeemer) come with finging unto the land of 
Z/tfir, &c. And now from the plain Predidtion it 
is, i prefume, fiafficiendy proved, that both the Suf- 
fering and the Vi&orious part of Chrift's office were 
typified under the Law : And therefore moft un- 
juft is^ it to objeA againft the Teftimony of the 
Apoftfcs, becaufe fome of their Arguments are 
formed from Types and Allegories. Are they blame- 
able do you think for treading in the fteps of Ifaiab ? 
you, furely, can't pietend to lay that they are. And 
yet it is very certain, that the Prophet as well as 
tfefr Apoftles, has made ufe of the Law, to con* 
vmce us of the Benefits that we are to expeft.to be 
made Partakers of, by the full Accomplifhment of 
the Promife. If therefore we had no other proof 
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to convince us, that the Argunfepts formed' from 
Types in proof of the Truth of Chriftianity arc 
juft'and right, we might fefely conclude, that the 
Apoftles.arc highly to be commended for all they 
have laid upon this Subject. It may indeed at 
firft fight feem ftrange, that the Apoftles fhould at- 
tempt to exclaim againft the Law, and tell us of a 
better hope, and of a better Covenant eftablifhed 
upon better Promifes-, and more efpecially if we 
confider that the Law was of Divine Appointment. 
And yet even in this refpeft, they have the Au- 
thority of the Prophets; and thus for inftance, 
the Prophet Jeremy\ Chap. xxxi. 31. informs of 
a new Covenant to be made, different from that 
which was made with our Forefathers ; and of ano- 
ther Deliverance to be procur'd for Mankind, 
wherein the Deliverance from the Egyptian Bon- 
dage fhould be fb much obfeured, by the foperior 
Excellency of it, that it fhould no more be faid 
the Lord liveth that brought the Children tflfrael 
put of the land of Egypt •, but the Lord livfefR who 
Jhath gathered his Ele£t together, and his brought 
them with finging unto the land of Zion 9 which 
they are to poflefs in peace and happinefe for ever 
and ever? Which, as I before obferved, muft be 
that Spiritual Deliverance, which is to be procured 
by the Promifed Seed •, becaufe at the Conclufion of 
fhe 34th ver. it is faid, I mil forgive their Iniquities, 
and I willremember their Sin no more ; and becaufe 
it is abundantly proved that the Promifed Seed was to 
be made a Sacpfice for Sin. Have we therefore any 
room to doubt the Teftimcny of the Apoftles ? 
Youfurdy can't pretend to fay that we have 5 for 
fcefides the Authority of the Prophets, it is fur- 
ther to be obferved, that they have likfcwife the 
power of tsrorkipg Miracles, and downfall of the 
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tevitical Initiation, loon after they had declared 
that it was weak and ineffe&ual, to .convince us 
that the Law was really no more than a Shadow 
of the good things contain'd in the Promife. But 
the plain truth is, -we do not- doubt the truth of 
their Tcftimony for want of good and fufficient 
proof to convince us of the veracity of it * but 
becaufe of the Precepts which .they have command* 
ed to be obferved. Had not Vice been prohibited, 
and Virtue recommended •, few, if any, would 
have objected againft their Teftimony. But who- 
ever will but confider the deformity of the one, 
and the excellency of the other, will want no other 
proof to convince him of the truth of their Tefti- 
mony, than the Virtues which they have recom- 
mended to our pradtice. And thus much will, I 
prefume, fuffice to prove that thofe Arguments 
which were formed of Types and Allegories, call 
never leffen or invalidate the Teftimony of the 
Apoftles, and more efpecially as they were ufed to 
a People, who either were, or ought to have been, 
perfectly well acquainted with the nature and force 
of thofe Arguments : and likewife becaufe we 
who live in the latter days, may from the Light . 
refle&ed on their Teftimony, by the plain Predic- 
tions, very eafily difcern the Truth of their Dodtrine. 
But as the diverfity of Arguments that were ufed 
by the Apoftles,very plainly proves the ability of the 
Perfons, who were at firft appointed to eftabKfh the 
Chriftkn Faith ; fo the different kinds of Argu- 
ments which they made ufe of, ought greatly to 
contribute to this purpofe, in as much as they, 
prove, that to eftablifh this neceflary laving Faith, 
has been the ultimate end and defign of all that 
was done for Mankind, whilft the Accomplifh- 
ment of the Promife was in expectation. And 
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therefore the Objeftkms raffed againft Chriftkraty 
upon this foundati6n, are, as I before obferved, fo 
far from kflfemng the Credk of it, that they moft 
certainly ought to confirm and ftrengthen our be- 
lief Of the truth of it. ' So that having now given 
• full and fatisfa&ory Anfwer to thofe Objections* 
which have been ratted againft the Testimony of 
the Apoftks, becaufe k partly confifts of Types and 
Allegories* and proved from the Law 1 as well as 
the Prophets, that they were both equally eortern'd 
to promote the fuccefs of the Promife : 

I come now in the laft place to confider, what 
reafons we have to believe, that the Arguments 
which hart been lately ufed in defence of Chrifti- 
aaky, have rather contributed to harden the Infide^ 
than to efieft his Conrerfion. 

And of this kind,! fhall only take notice of ooe, 
where Miracles are at lead placed on a level with 
the word of Prophecy, if they are not preferred be- 
fore k. And that this is not merely conjec- 
ture, will, I think, very plainly appear to any one 
who colliders haw readily the Adverfaries took the 
hint $ and fell upon the Miracles that wer$ wrought 
by the bkifed Jefus. There wasone of the Party un- 
dertook to difprove them all ; and another Sliding 
that the Evidence of Prophecy was reduced toa very 
low ebb, and being not farisfied wkh this, would not 
allow k to beany evidence at all ; and therefore has 
been pleafed to ftile Chrifbaiiky an Inftitution found- 
ed on Miracles. And another of the fame kind 
with the former, makes no fcruple to affirm, that 
if ever Miracles were neceffary, they muft adways 
be necefiary ; from thence inferring, that fince Mi- 
racles! are ceafed, 'tis therefore very unreasonable to 
believe, that any Miracles were wrought in confir- 
mation of the Truth of Chriftianky. But this, I 
think,* I have already fufficiently confuted. And 

therefore^ 
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thereFarelfhaBnowfofar agsee with the Adver&ry* 
as to acknowledge that they am but a very (lender 
fapport to it v for fince we read of fatfe Prophets 
that were to life, and to work Miracles* even 
to the deception of the very Ekd ; it can never be 
(aid that there is near the fame certainty from Mi- 
racles, as there is from the word of Prophecy j for 
if there was but the leaft poffibility of being in** 
pofed on by the counterfeit Miracles, it muft necef~ 
farily leave feme room to doubt thofe that were 
true ; becaofe to feparate the one from the other, 
would perhaps require more flail and induftry than 
the generality of Mankind was matter of, or would 
care to take upon this occafion * and though it can 
nevtr be doubted that there were many who were 
thoroughly convinced by the true, yet as the 
fecular Power was againft them, there is no won- 
der that we have no very exa& account of the Mi* 
racks that were wrought on both fides, and mom 
efpeckdly as the evidence for Chriftianity does not 
reft here. But without any controvcrfy about thb 
matter, it is very certain that fome were deceived 
by the falfe Miracles, and it does not appear that 
all were convinced by the true. And now the 
queftion is, how we who faw neither the one nor 
die other, can be able to judge of the reality of ei- 
ther, unkfs by confidering the word of Prophecy : 
This muft, Or nothing can inftrudk us, and if we 
make a right ufe of it, we fhall receive no final! 
affiftance from it ; for by the harmony and ftrift 
agreement, that appears between the writings of 
the Prophets and the Teftimony of the Apoftles, 
we may be fully fetisfied of the truth of the Mira- 
cles, which they have reported to have been 
wrought by the bleiTed Jefus *, for as they have 
proved him to be the Promifed Meffiah (even ac- 
cording to thofe Writings, which had foretold die 
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twofold nature of his Perfon. and Office) fo there 
can be no manner, of room to doubt that part of 
their Teftimony, which relates to the Miracles; 
becaufe they are no other than. had been foretold to 
be wrought by the Promifed Meffiah* And there- 
fore whoever would difprove the Miracle$ > ought firft 
to prove fhat the Bleffed Jefus was not the Promifed 
Meffiah ' y that is, they ought to prove that he was 
Dot born of a .Virgin, who was of the .family of 
David-, nor yet \yas he born in the City of Beth- 
Iebem 9 during the time when the fecond Temple 
was_ftanding •, .they ought to prove likewife that he 
did not fuffer Death upon the Crofs, and that he 
did not rife from the dead in lefs than three Days 5 
and that he did notafcend into Heaven when having 
converted with his Difciples forty Days upon Earth 
after his. Refurre&ion. Nor is this. all, forwhpever 
undertakes to deny that thefe things were done by the 
bleffed Jefus, ought ,to ihew us the Perfon, hy 
whom they were done. For fince it . appears that 
each and every one of thefe truths were , foretold 
by the Prophets to be fulfilled by the Pipmifed 
Meffiah ; and fince the time appointed for the Ac- 
complifhment of thofe things, has been long fince 
pall and gone $ as there is no wife Man that will 
believe that their Predi&ions have fail'd \ fo the 
denying the Teftimony of the Appftles will a- 
mount to juft nothing at all, unlefs the Objedtqr 
can furnilh us vwkh better Teftimony of the Ac- 
complishment of thefe things thati-has been given by 
the Apoftles. The Promifed Meffiah was to be a uni- 
yerfalSaviour {i. e. a Spiritual Saviour) and in order 
to be made Partakers of his Salvation, we are requir? 
ed to believe on him : and therefore let any one conr 
fider, how was this necefiary faving Faith, to be pro- 
pagated but by appointing proper WitnefTes to bear 
"record yf him? If therefore there does not appear to 
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be any Teftimony given concerning the Accom- 
plHhment of the Promife, excepting that delivered 
by theApoftles concerning the blefled Jefus •, 'tis 
very certain that he is the Perfon, that was fb fre- 
quently foretold by Mofes and the Prophets. Let 
anyone therefore take this matter into confidera- 
tion, as it ftands either in the general, or let him 
defcend into, particulars, and he will always find 
fufficient grounds to reft fully fatisfied of the Truth 
of Chriftiatiity, and that without laying fb great a 
ftrefs upon Miracles. 

Again, it is further to be obferved, that though 
Miracles were fuffer'd to be counterfeited, yet there 
was no counterfeit Teftimony permitted : Which 
as it clearly determines where the ftrength of 
Chriftianity is derived from, fo it is an inftance of 
fuch Gkxxinefe and Mercy, as is never fufficiendy 
to be praifed ; for had there been another kt of 
Men ftarted.upj during the time that the fecond 
Temple was fending -, had thefe Men pretended to 
deliver an account of the Accomplifhment of the 
Promife, or had they aflerted that it had been 'ful- 
filled by fome other Perfon, in oppofition to what 
had been related by the. Apoftles concerning the 
blefled Jefus ; had their Teftimony been fupported- 
by the writings of the Prophet* * had they wrought 
Miracles, and laftly, had they laid down their lives* 
in confirmation of the truth of their Teftimony : had 
the Serpent, I fay, been fuffer'd to play fuch tricks- 
as thefe are •, there would then* I muft own, have- 
been the greateft difficulty imaginable, in discover- 
ing which of the t*ro had been the "Promifed Mef-' 
fiah. But, however, to our comfort be it fpokeh, 
nothing of this nature was fufferM* though; cotin-* 
terfeit Miracles were ; and therefore we can't avoid 
concluding, that the principal foundation of Chrif- 
tianity is laid on the Writings of the Prophets, and 
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the Tcftxmony of the Apoftles, and, not on die 
Miracles that were wrought for the Convcrfion of 
tbofe who were ignorant of the Writing! of the 
Prophets, becaufe the one was ftdferM to be coun- 
terfeited, rind die ether was not * and bectufe it 
can never he foppofed that Miracles would have 
been feffctM to be counterfeited, if k would have 
been any real impediment to the «$ablMhmcat of 
Chriftiacaty ; and yet it can never be denied, that 
it would have been a very great impediment to it, 
if the Writings of the Prophets had not had power 
ahd ftrength enough to defend Chtiftianity againft 
filch flight Injuries as thefe. 

But foppofing that the truth of Chriftianity had 
been to be determined by Miracles only ; in fuch a 
cafe as this, counterfeit Miracles would have been 
as great an impediment!© Chriftiariky, as a «ontetfdt 
Teftimony ; and therefore fince we find k Hecord- 
«d, that the gates tf bellfiiatt never prevail againft 
it, moft juft and reasonable is it «o conclude, that 
the Tcftimony of Jefus is the Spirit *f Profheey i 
for 'tis by thefe HkxA Writings, that our Mefftd 
Lord has moft deariy diftinguiftiM himfetf from 
thofe who were Impoftors. For though Mahomet 
4nd the reft of thefe faife Pretenders, came with 
Signs and Wonders ; yet challenge any of them to 
produce the Prophecies that foretell their -coming, 
or fihat proves any one of them to be the Fromifed 
Mcffiah, and they have nothing to fey for them- 
felves ; they are & far from being aMe to Hand the 
teft of ancient Prophecy, or to be tried by thoft 
Predictions, which were foretold of the Proniifed 
Mefifiah, that not eme of them ever yet pretended 
to fufier for Sin ; though it has been folly proved 
from the firft Prophecy that was reveal'd of our 
ftretnifod Deliverer, that he was not only to fcfler 
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Death, and to rife from the Dead % but that hfe 
was likewife to deliver us from Deads, the punkfc- 
ment due to Sin. Though it has likewife been fiirr 
ther proved, that every fingle Circumftance that 
was mentioned by the Apoftles concerning the 
true nature and beneficial effedbs of Ghrift's Offer- 
ings, has it counterpart in the Writings of the 
Prophets : And therefore as it can't be denied, that 
the word of Prophecy is the Criterion by which 
the Truth of Christianity is to be tried * fo neither 
can it be denied to be a moft powerful Evidence 
for the Truth of the Tcftimony deliverM by the 
Apoftles, provided it k is confider'd as k ought 
to be confider'd. 

The word of Prophecy, therefore, is not that 
frnall glimmering light, which fome have pretend- 
ed it to be : It would be very abfurd in us- to fep- 
pofe that it is, for had this been the Cafe, it would 
never have been recommended by St. Peter to the 
attention of the firft Converts, as a word well quali- 
fied to confirm and eftablifli them in the Chnftian 
Faith ; and yet it is very certain that it was recom- 
mended by him, for this and no other purpofe, as 
plainly appears, not only from the Encomium he 
gives of it, when he ftiles it the wore fure Ward 
nf Prophecy ; but likewife from the effeft which he 
tells them would follow an honed and diligent at* 
tendon to it j ^hereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed* &c. until the Day dawn, and the Day-Star 
airife in your hearts \ that is, till you are thorough- 
ly convinced, that the bleffed Jefus, whofe power 
and coming we -made known unto yeu, «s the very 
Perfbn, who from the beginning was appointed to 
be our Deliverer, And this is no more than what 
the bleffed Jefus himfelf had done btfore him ; for 
we read John v. 39. That he directed the Jew 
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to feattb the Scriptures \ for, lays he, tbey are tbej 
which teftify.of me. If therefore the word of Pro- 
phecy had been any ways defective, and infuffi- 
ciept to bring men to the knowledge of the true 
Mefiiah, it can't be luppofed that it would have 
been recommended for this end by St., Peter, much 
le£ by our blefled Saviour, who put the Iflue of his 
being received for the Mefliah upon the evidence 
of it : Nor would St. Peter have .given this En- 
comium of it, the more Jure word of Prophecy, 
provided it could gjve no better light, than what a 
late Expositor of this Text feems to allow. 

From the word of Prophecy's being called more 
fufe, 'tis apparent there is a comparifon drawn be- 
tween that and fotflething before-mentioned, but 
what that is, feems to have puzzled the learned to 
find put. There its np kind of difcourfe whatever that 
can give us fo juft an Idea of the nature of things, 
as that which is fotm'd of comparifons, whether 
.defign'd to fhew their fimilitude or difference. la 
cither of which cafes, 'tis like placing, two diftinft 
objeds before the Eye, that the Beholder, feeing 
them,may give the preference where it is juftly due $ 
but then 'tis neceflary that the things (b compared to- 
gether be placed in a clear Light,that their fe veral per- 
fections or imperfection? may be difcerned, left the 
preference be given .where it ought not, while the 
true value of both lies undifcovcred. . And 'tis not 
fcldom feen, that falfe judgments of things have 
proved of a very dangerous confequence ; and, I 
•believe, I need not tell the World ,what mifchiefc 
have rifen, from a falfe opinion of the word of 
Prophecy, St. Peter knew full well how mifera- 
bly fome of the facred Writings had been wrefted 
and miftaken ; and can it be fupppfed' that he would 
leave his own fo intricate^ as to be liable to the 
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feme fete ? No, finely. And therefore it can ne- 
ver be believed that there is fo much difficulty in 
finding ottt what the word of Prophecy is com- 
pared with, as fome have pretended ; and much 
lels reafon is thereto believe* that we are to fearch 
the firft Epiftle to find out what the word of Pn> 
phecy is compar'd with in the fecohd ; becaufe this 
is diredtly contrary to the rule obferved in draw- 
ing comparifons. This would be leaving us to 
grope in the dark indeed, and could never give us 
any true Idea of the worth of Prophecy, becaufe 
we fhould never be able to come at any certainty* 
what it was compared with.Therefore without enter* 
ing upon fuch a wild-goofe chace, in queft of fome* 
thing, which is impoffible to be found where we 
are direfted to feek it •, let any one read the Chap- 
ter wherein this pretended difficult paflage is, with 
due attention, and he will readily perceive, that.the 
word of Prophecy is compared with a miraculous 
fadt mentioned in the preceding verfes* The Apoftle 
therein tells the Jews his Converts, that himfelf 
with fome others were Eye-witnejfes of the Ma* 
jefty of our Lord Jefus Cbrifi •, for be received from 
God the Father ', Honour and Glory \ when there 
came fuch a Voice to him from the excellent Glory \ 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well p leafed* 
And this Voice, which came fromHeaVen, fays he, we 
heard, when we were with him in the holy Mount. 
And then he adds, We have alfo a more Jure word 
of Prophecy. And can it now be any ways doubt- 
fill, what the word of Prophecy is compared with ? 
Surely, it can't. For the word also gives fuch 
a ftrong connexion to the two things compared to- 
gether, that no one who confiders the matter at- 
tentively can pretend to deny, that the word of 
Prophecy was compared to what St. Peter and 
his FeUow-Difdpks had heard and teen, and the 
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preference given to it, as more fufficieftt tb tori* 
vince Mankind of the Truth of Chriffianity, than 
his Report of what they had heard and feen. 

Nor will it be at all a difficult matter to free 
this Apoftle from the inconfiftency which he is 
charged with, for giving the preference to theWord 
of Prophecy. I have already obferved, that the 
Word of God is equally true in all cafes, whether 
it be the written Word, or the Word which we 
hear with our ears. This cannot be denied ; but 
if the written Word fhould take a much larger 
fcope than the Word heard, and, of the two, give 
us a fuller and more particular account of things; 
there can be no manner of room to doubt, that 
the written Word is a more fure and certain evi- 
dence, than the Word which is heard with the 
cars, and that of another, and not our own. And 
that this moft certainly is the true ftate of the cafe 
has been fufEciently proved already, where the 
Writings of the Prophets, and the Teftimony of 
the Apoftles, were confider'd and compared toge* 
ther. And therefore it can never be laid, that St. 
Peter has been guilty of any inconfiftency, in giv- 
ing the preference to the Word of Prophecy, and 
recommending it to the attention of his Converts, 
as a Light Jhining in a dark place, rather than his 
report of a miraculous matter of faft, which he 
poflibly might have been at much pains to make 
'em believe ; and which ,in all probability, he would 
never have been able to have done, unlefs they were 
firft convinc'd from the Scriptures, that Jefiis was 
the Chrift, the Son of God, by finding fuch things 
therein foretold of him, as he had done and fuffer- 
cd, and that in the fight of all the People. 4 

Indeed the Apoftle muft have been guilty of 
Folly enough, if he had fent his Converts to the 
Writings of the Prophets for an evidence of the 

Truth 

d by Google 



Digitized b 



P OSTS C R I P T. p3 

Troth of Chriftianity, if they had been no clearer 
than the finall glimmering Light of a Candle feea 
at a diftance in a dark night. Of what ufe could 
fuch a Light, and at a diftance too, be to any 
one in his enquiry ? Surely the Apoftle's Words 
are fadly ftrain'd and tortur'd to force out this ex- 
pofition. But, rather than admit this, and in order 
to free theApoftle from the folly and abfurdity 
which fuch an expofition muft needs charge him 
with ; I Ihould much rather underftand him in the 
fenfe he is underftood by a certain Author ; who, 
tho* he compares the Word of Prophecy to the 
Light of a candle, yet by no means does he allow 
of the difadvantageous pofition which it has been 
lately placed in -, fo far from it, that he places it in 
a dark room, in which cafe it might afford a fuf- 
ficient Light for the purpofe for which it had been 
given, and accordingly this Author would have the 
darknefs mentioned by St. Peter to fignify thofe 
places in which theProphecies were revealed." Ifaiab 
lays he, " fpake of Chrift to Ahaz* when he was 
" in very great diftrefs, and the times grew very 
" much overcaft. Jacob's Prophecy of Sbilo was 
" delivered in Egypt, a dark place •, Daniel's of 
<c Meffiaij iji Babylon* a place as dark as Egypt. 
" That of Jeremy (a Woman lhall enclofe a Man, 
" as he reads it) when Judah was on the point of 
cc carrying away under Jecbonias" To take the 
Apoftle's Words in this fenfe would be much more 
reafonahle, than to look upon Prophecy as a dimi- 
nutive Light fo difadvantageoufly plac'd, that it 
were next to impoffible it (hould anfwer the end 
for which it was defign'd, and for which the A- 
poftle recommends it. 

But neither are we forced to abide by this. We 

lhall beft come at St. Peter's meaning, by looking 

back, and confidering what goes before this con- 

Y 2 troverted 



Digitized 



by Google 



^i4 postscript; 

trovertfcd paffage. As his defign in this, as well 
as in his former Epiftle, is to confirm and eftablifli 
his new Converts in the Faith of Chrift, fo he tells 
them, Ver. 12. I pill not be negligent to put you 
always in remembrance of tbefe things, though ye 
know them, and be eftablijhed in the prefent Truth. 
And afterwards allures them, upon his Word, the 
Word of an Apoftle, that the Do&rine he had 
taught of Chrift's manifeftation in the Flefh, and the 
report he had made of the many Miracles the bleffed 
Jefus had wrought by hisDivinePower, was certainly 
true ; For (fays he) we have not followed cunningly 
devifed Fables, when we made known unto you the 
Power and Coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift, but 
were Eye-Witneffes of his Majefty •, for he received 
from God the Father Honour and Glory, when there 
€ame fucb a Voice to him from the excellent Glory, 
^his is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed. 
And this Voice, which came from Heaven, we heard 
when we were with him in the holy Mount. Ver. 
16, 17, 18. And then he adds, Ver. 19. We have 
tlfo a more fure Word of Prophecy •, as if he had 
faid, but however this being a Miracle, of the 
Truth of which you can have no affurance but 
From us, tho* wc were eye and ear-witoefles of it, 
and therefore can teftify the Truth of it ; yet, left 
the Truth of our Teftimony fllould be questioned, 
we do not confine you to rely upon this, or any 
other Miracle, as a fufficient evidence that Jefus 
is the Chrift, We have a more fure Word of Pro- 
phecy ; wherein you will find the Mefliah fo parti- 
cularly defcrib'd, that you cannot fail of being con- 
vinced that he has been manifefted in the Flefli, 
and that Jefus of Nazareth was the Perfon of 
whom Mofes and the Prophets ^wrote, and that 
fhrough him only you muft hope for Salvation. 
1 Jus Word is a much furer ground for you to build 
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your Faith upon, than any Miracle whatever -, and 
to this we refer you, Whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a Light that jhineth in a 
dark place j until the Day dawn, and the Day-Star 
arife in your Hearts. And this will be of as great 
life to guide you to the true Mefliah, and to fatisfy 
any doubt that may arife concerning the Truth of 
the Doftrine which we preach, as a Light is to 
Men bewilder'd in a dark place, and knowing not 
which way to fleer their courfe ; this Word will be 
a Lantern unto your feet, and a Light unto yo&r 
paths ; let it then be your Meditation Day and 
Night, till the Day dawn, and the Day-Star arife 
in your Hearts ; till you are convine'd', and put 
out of all doubt concerning -this great Truth which 
we declare was attefted by a Voice from Heaven ; 
namely, that Jefus is the Chrift, the Son of God, 
This, I think, evidently enough appears to be the 
true fenfe and meaning of St. Peter in the paflage 
under confideration 5 and if fo, why fhould any 
one attempt to give the preference to Miracles be- 
fore Prophecy, and cry up thefe as the beft evi- 
dence of the Truth of Chriftianity, when the A- 
poftle himfelf declares Prophecy to be a better ? 

But however, that I may at once prove beyond 
all manner of contradi&ion, that there is not the 
leaft comparifon between Miracles and theWritings 
of the Prophets, but that thefe are a much furer 
and better evidence of the Truth of Chriftianity, 
than the former, I Ihall now obferve to you the 
Converfation between our bleffed Lord and his Dif- 
ciples, when he appeared to them as they were go- 
ing to EmtHaus. In their Difcourfe we find the 
miftaken notion of a Temporal Deliverer difcover- 
ing itfelf ; Jefus of Nazareth (fay they to Chrift) 
was a Prophet mighty in word and deed, before 
God and all the People, and the chief Priefts and' 
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cur Rulers delivered him to he condemned to Death, 
and have crucified him ; but wejrujled that it hoi 
been bewbo Jhould have redeemed I/rael. Luke xxiv, 
19, 2 o, 21. So that it feems all their hopes of his 
being the Meffiah, the Redeemer of Ifrael, were 
extinguilh'd when he was crucify'd, notwithftand- 
ing the many Miracles they had feen him do in his 
life-time, and thofe fuch as no man befide ever 
did. For which their diftruft our blefled Lord 
fharply rebukes them, and at the fame time up* 
braids them for their ignorance of the Scripture ; 
O Fools, (lays he) and Jlow of heart to believe all 
that the Prophets have fpoken ! Ought not Chrijt 
to have fuffered tbefe things, and to enter into bis 
Glory ? And beginning at Mofes, and all the Pro- 
phets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures, 
the things concerning him/elf. Ver. 25, 26, 27. — 
Here it is to be obferved, that he does not reprove 
them for not behaving on him after they had feen 
fo many Miracles wrought by. him j (6 far from it, 
that he does not Co much as mention them, which 
he moft certainly would, and have urged thefe to 
them, in order to convince them of his Mefliahfhip, 
if they had been the principal foundation and fup- 
port of the Chriftian Faith * but, on the contrary, 
he only rebukes them for their Ignorance of theWri- 
tings of the Prophets. But what a Misfortune is 
here on the fide of Miracles ? One of thofe two 
Difciples, with whom our blefled Lord had this 
difcourfe, is generally allowed, and not without 
good Reafon, to have been St. Peter himfelf, that 
very Perfon whom we juft now found commend- 
ing Prophecy, as a furer evidence of the Truth of 
Chriftianity than Miracles : for, if we read Mark 
xvi. 7. we fhall find the Angel commanding the 
Women, who came to the Sepulchre with" their 
Spices to anoint the Body of the crucified Jefus, to 
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go and tell bis Difriples and Peter, that be was 
rifen. Accordingly Peter is made acquainted with 
this amazing Miracle ; but he doubting the Truth 
of it, runs himfelf to the Sepulchre, and finds it 
even as he had been told. The firft of all the A- 
poftks, who was favoured with his Appearance, St. 
Paul tells us, was Peter, i Can xv. $. He was 
feen of Cephas. And if we confult St. Mark's 
Gofpel, Chap. xvi. 12. we (hall find that the firft 
Appearance to any of his Difciples, was ta two of 
them as they, walked and went into the Country i 
thofe two, whom St. Luke informs us were going 
to Emmaus, and with whom our Saviour had thfe 
abovementioned confabulation. So that, if we com- 
pare thefe Texts, we may, I think, upon pretty 
fure grounds conclude, that Peter was one of the 
two. This Peter had feen all the mighty Works 
that Jefus did in the fight of all the people ; he, 
with two others, was favoured with a fight of his 
miraculous Transfiguration, was an Eye-Witnefs of 
his Majefty, as he tells us, on the holy Mount, and 
heard him declared by a Voice from Heaven to be 
the Son of God 5 had confeffed (whether he was 
convinc'd or no) that he was the Gbriji, the Son 
of the living God, Matt. xvi. 16. And yet after 
this Confeflion 5 after the fight of fo many Mi- 
racles wrought by the bleffed Jefos 5 after he had 
found it true, as the Women had laid, that he was 
rifen from the dead, was (till no more than afto- 
nifh'd ; could fay no more than, We trufted it bad 
been be which Jhould have redeemed Ifrael. His 
fcaith, that he was the romifed Redeemer, was 
not yet confirmed, till the Writings of Mofes and 
the Prophets were expounded to him, and he found 
from them, that Chrifi ought to fuffer thefe things* 
and to enter into his Glory. Luke xxiv. 26. Good 
reafon then had he to prefer the Word of Prophe- 
ts 
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ey, as more , fuificient to confirm the Truth of 
Chriftianity, than Miracles, when he himfelf, .who 
had feen them, was not convinc'd by them. If 
then Miracles, without the Word of Prophecy, 
were infufficient to convince an Apbftle, who had 
been an Eye- Witnefs of them, how can any one 
pretend to fay, that they are the beft iupport of 
Chriftianity? 

But here, no doubt, the Objeftor comes with a 
number of Texts to confute what I have been all 
this while endeavouring to prove. " Does not 
" Chrift himfelf declare that his Miracles were a 
" clear confirmation of his being the Meffiah, when 
Ci he tells the Jews, I have a greater Witnefs than 
« c that of John ; for the Works which the Father 
cc bath given me tofinifh, the fame Works that I 
" do 9 bear witnefs of me that the Father hath fent 
" me. John v. 36. Again, being afle'd if he was the 
" Chrift, he replies, The Works that I do in my 
" Father's Name, they bear witnefs of me. Chapx 
" 25. And does he not appeal to his Miracles 
<c for the Truth of his being the Chrift, the Son 
" of God, ver. 38. Believe the works, that ye 
" may know and believe that the Father is in me, 
." and I in him. Does he not plainly declare that his 
• c Miracles were fufficientto convince anyonl, that 
c< would be convinc'd, of the Truth of his Doc- 
4C trine^ when he tells hisDifciples, Chap. xv. 24. 
" If I had riot done among them the works which 
" no other Man did, they had not had Sin. Do 
<€ we not find, Chap. ii. 23. That many believed 
" in bis Name, when they faw the Miracles wbkb 
" be did ? Tho* it feems Peter did not think them 
" a Foundation firm enough for to build his Faith 
" upon. If Chrift himfelf then refers us to a confi* 
cc deration of his Miracles, to convince us of the 
u Truth of his Miffion and DoArine j if thefehave 
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u been found Evidence good enough to make many 
'* believe on him, without the afliftance of Pro- 
" phecy % furely it can't be deny'd, that Miracles 
" without Prophecy are fafficient to eftablifh the 
« Truth of Chriftianity." To this I anfwer, It 
ought to be folly prov*d, that thofe which belie- 
ved when they few the Miracles, had not the af- 
fiftance of Prophecy to encourage their Faith, be- 
fore it is aflertod, that Mracles without Prophecy 
did the Work ; which I think it mil be a pretty 
hard matter to do : tho' I believe it will not be fo 
band* a matter to prove that they had the Afliftance 
of it; for, as he did the Works among them, 
which .none other Man did, fo 'tis to be obferved 
as well, that never Man Jpake like this Man, 
John vii. 46. And we frequendy find him in his 
Difcourfes referring his Hearers to the Scriptures, 
as a never-failing Teftimony of his Mefli^Whip : 
Indeed, his Miracles were fuch as nothing but an 
omnipotent Power could perform, and therefore 
were a good evidence of his Divinity 5 yet had 
they not at the feme time been fuch as were fore- 
told to be wrought by him, they never could have 
been an Evidence of his being the Meffiah ; and 
tho* they Were foretold to be wrought by him, they 
could no more of themfclves evince his Meffiah- 
fhip, than his being born at Bethlehem, or his being 
crucified, or any other (ingle circumftance, that 
was to bear a part in his Chara&er : And there- 
fore, tho' his Works bore witnefs of him, as be- 
ing a diftinguifhing mark of the Meffiah, among 
'Others ; yet he bids the Jews fearch the Scriptures, 
-which teftified of him. From them they might, 
-If they would, be convine'd that he was the 
thrift, by his having in a great meafure fulfill'd, 
as he alfo would in every Point fulfill all that was 
therein foretold of Chtift ; and tells them further, 

John 
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John v. 46. Had ye believed Mofes, ye would hoot 
believed me ; for he wrote of me. Again, what 
tho* many did belirve on him, when thqr faw the 
Miracles which he did? yet it plainly appears that 
their Faith was not fo ftedfaft as it ought to have 
been -, for, notwithftanding die Miracles which 
they had feen, we are informed, that fome of the 
Djfciples taking Offence at his Bp8rine 9 went back, 
and walked no more with him 9 John vi. 66. And 
thofe that did continue with him, I believe, we fhall 
find not to have done ft fo much « becaufe they 
were convinced by hisltfirackw, that he was die 
Chrift; as hecaufe they, were aflured from the 
Scriptures, that Chrift jvas to be a Wotker of Mi- 
racles •, for we find fome of them reafoning thus : 
When Chrift cmeth.wiU be do: more Miracles than 
this Man hath dane ? John vii. 31. Sot hat they 
feem pretty well aflured that Chrift was to be a 
"Worker of Miracles. And, how could thejr be af- 
fured of this but from the Writings of the Pio- 
phets, where the Power of working Miracles is fet 
forth as a part of the character of the Promifed 
Mefiiah ? From the geperal diarafter of the Jews, 
they appear to be fomething* too wary .to take 
things upon truft, and more cfpecialiy of fiich Im- 
portance as this ; and therefore, if they that be* 
lieved had not had the more fure Word of Pro- 
phecy, to. confirm and ftrengthen their. Faith, I 
-dare iky, that Miracles would have had no: better 
^effed on them that believed, than it had on 
thofe that believed not \ and in proof of this, i need 
only defire you to confider the behaviour of the 
/Difciples, when their Matter was iipon hisTrial be- 
fore the High-prieft, they ail forfook ham, and fled. 
If this is not fufficient to convince you, confider what 
: was their Anfwer, when they were told thatjefus was 
xifen from the dead : St. Mark tells- m expreffly, 

that 
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that they believed not: What then can you think 
of Miracles, are they any wife fit to be compared 
with, the Word of Prophecy ? By the lame rule 
you may likewife fay, that fo is the Burial of the 
hleffed Jefiis in Jofipb'sTomb ; for they were both 
events foretold of the Promifed Meffiah, and there- 
fore done that the Scriptures might be fulfill' d ; 
and confequently, they equally contribute to (up* 
port and maintain the Truth of Chriftianhy : 
Whereas neither thefe, nor any other circumftance 

% -in the Life of the Helped Jefus would have been 
fiifficient to confirm this great Truth, that he is 
the Chrift, had we not the more fare Word of 
Prophecy to teach us, that thus it mult be, and 
thus it was to happen. In a Word, lince Miracles 
were fuffer'd to be counterfeited, and the engrafted 
Word was not ; fince the Apoftles themfelves were 
never thoroughly cqnvinc'd that Jefus is the Chrift, 
the Son of the Living God, till after the Scriptures 
were expounded to them ; lince Peter himfelf in- 
forms us, that the Word of Prophecy is the beft 
Evidence of the Truth, of Chriftianity ; lince the 
Blefled Jefus after his Refurre&lon takes no notice 
of the Miracles which he had wrought, and yet re- 
bukes his Dilaples for being ignorant of the. Wri- 
tings of the Prophets:* If alfrkfcle Circun}ftances 
are not lufficient to convince you that there is a 
wide difference between Miracles and the Word of 

' , Prophecy, and that the preference is juftly due to 
the latter: If all thefe circumftances, I fay, are 
not fufficient to excite you to make it your conftant 
care and ftudy to examine the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, and to Compare them with the Teftimony 
of the Apoftles, till the Day dawn, and the Day- 
Star rife in your Hearts ; then I muft confefs I 
know not what is ; unlefs it be this fingle confide- 
ration, which by no means ought to be omitted •, 

namely, 
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namdy, if Ottr Wdfcd Lord fo fharply rebuked fefc 
Pifciples for not underftanding the Writings of the 
Prophets, tho 9 they had been trained up in Igno- 
rance and Error; and die notion of a temporal 
Deliverer, with all its bad effc&s, had been inftttTd 
into them* even from their very cradle j 'what can* 
they*xpe& from him, who, notwithstanding the 
very great Advantage that may be obtain'd from 
the Teftimony of the Apoftles, are ftill fo altoge- 
ther ignorant of the Word of Prophecy, as to give 
the preference to Miracles, which could only be 
necefiaiy, becauft Mankind were ignorant of the 
v Writings of the Prophets ? 

If therefore thisExplanation of theFromife fhould 
fo Bur open your eyes, that you may now be able 
to difcern that the Word of Prophecy is a bright 
lhinkig Light, tho' it was moft commonly reveaPd 
in a dark place ; if by this means it ftouJd ap« 
pear that there is Light enough reveaTd by Mofes, 
and the Prophets, to conduft any Man to his 
Saviour and Redeemer, and to glide our feet into 
the paths of Peace, wherein we may find Reft for 
our Souls, then to God, who is the Fountain of 
light, all Honour and Praifc be given both now 
and evermore. ru 
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ADDENDA & ERRATA. 

TJA G E 24. iiri. 32. when you read and have 
brought it to nothing, add farther ', For with- 
out thus fctting forth to us the Etopes of a fu- 
ture Redemption, by which means the malicious 
defigns of the Devil were to be difappointed, 
and the ends for which God had created Man 
were to be obtained 5 the Devil would ftill ap- 
pear td triumph, in having brought utter De- 
ftruftion on Mankind, inftead of that eternal 
Happinefs which God in his infinite Wifdom 
and Goodnefs had created them for : and fo 
the end and defign of the.moft wife arid good 
God, would feem to be defeated and difappoint- 
. ed by the malice and cunning of the Devil. 

Pag. 26. lin. 16. when you read to give us this 
Hope, add farther 1 And as without this* hope 
we could fee nothing in this account of Mofes % 
but what is plainly inconfiftent with the defign 
of Mofes ; namely, the infinite Wifdom and 
Goodnefs of God defeated and difappointed, the 
Cunning and Malice of the Devil triumphant : 
fb we> fefc. 

Pag. 2%. lin. 8. inftead 0/ Bounty and Liberality, 
the Dominion ^nd Power, read^ the Bounty and 
Liberality, and manifefted in the Dominion and 
Power. 

Jrdg. 47. lin. 14. infiead of an impoffibility ia 
Nature, read humanly impoffible. 

Pag. 93. lin. 1. inftead of Reafon readStrfon. 

Pag. 103. lin. ix. infiead of beneficent read bene- 
ficial, 

Pag. 
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JDDENDJ & ERRATA. 

Pag. 104. tin. 18. in/lead of the true Intent^ read 

one intent. 
Pag. 106. tin. 28. *//#" to promote the Succefc of 
thepromife,* ready Andag^in, as nothing can 
be more "clear and undoubted than that the Pro- 
mife was intended for the excrcife of a laving 
Faith, fo it would be abfurd and ridiculous to 
fuppofe that it fhould be lefs obfcure •, for had 
it been plainer, it could not piroperly have been 
an exercife of our Faith ; and had it been more 
obfcure, it would then have been incomprehea- 
fible. So that in fhort the cafe is plainly this, 
it has that degree of Obfcurity, which is fuffi- 
cient to exercife our Faith, and to excite and 
ftir up that Curipfity which is natural to man- 
kind, of inquiring into thofe things which in 
fome meafare feem myfterious, and to give oc- 
cafion for the many explanations that were' after. 
wards given of it by the Prophets ; and fo by 
(his means to increafe iht number of Witneffeg 
for it, as I before pbferved : And yet it has <fo 
much Clearnefs, that any one that comes to the 
examination of it with aft ^prejudiced min^, 
muft find the meaning and intent of it, and 
fee foundation enough for a firm and * ftedfaft 
Faith in the facredPerfon whofe coming is there 
foretold. 

P#g. 142. tin. 26. infteadof their fehtence, read 
' the fentence. 

Pag. 181. tin. 29. inftead of as this a matter, read 
as this is a matter. 

P$g. 189. tin. 22. inftead of able defeat, read 
able to defeat. 

fag. 247. tin. 32. inftead of that, redd fa th#. 

Ho\in 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADDENDA & ZRRATA. ' 
v Howe v e r uncommon it may be to introduce 
whole. Paragraphs in amongft the Errata -> tho 5 1 
might plead : the effeft of Btifinefs, as an excufe for 
thefe Omiflions -, yet as I have the example of 
Pr. Hammond, fo I think I need make no other 
-apology for it. . But then there are fome digreffions 
which have occurred in the profecution of this work, 
that make it neeef&ry to alledge this plea, and even 
fpmething more in excufe for them. And to this 
purpofe I can only fay, that as the fundamental 
part of the.Controverfy between the Jew and the 
Cbriftian turns chiefly upon this Argument, name- 
ly, whether the Promifed Meffiah was to be a Spi- 
ritual or a Temporal Deliverer ; and as the prov- 
ing that he was to be a Spiritual Deliverer is of all 
others the moft likely Argument to convince them 
pf the Weaknefs and InefFe&ualnefs of the Lcviti- 
col Sacrifices •, fo I muft confefs that the very great 
advantage of this proof has perfuaded me to pur- 
fue this Argument oftener than was needful, and 
even fometimes where it ought not to have been 
mentioned - 9 this, with fome other things of the like 
kind n^gfcit 'have been avoided, if I could more 
cjofety have attended it. 

But however, tho* it wants that form and order 
which is needful to pleafe the prefent Age ; yet as 
it does not want proof fufficient to fupport and 
maintain the Title-page, fo I have ventured to 
publilh it as it is ; not doubting that they who are 
in fearch after thefe Truths will gladly accept of 
them as they are. When perhaps the moft exaft 
form that could be given to this work would never 
have recommended it to thofe whp, are regardlefs 
pf the Truth of Chriftianky. /: ',: ' • ' &J 
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ADDENDA SkRAYA. 

However, having fliewn that the firft* founda* 
tion of Chriftianity was laid in the Promife ; and 
having likewife plainly proved what a Very great 
improvement it received from the Law and the 
Prophets : and having pointed out the Time 
when it came to its full perfe&iOn ; (namely when 
the Apoftles were fent to teftify that the PrOmile 
was fulfilled ;) it may I think very reafonably be 
expe&ed, that the Adverfaries to Chriftianity tfill 
not have it in their power to. raife fuch objections 
as have ufually been railed againft it ; becaufe it 
appears as well by this explanation of the Fromife, 
as by thofe difcoveries which have been revealed 
by the Prophets in explanation of it, that their 
Teftimony of the Accomplifhment of the Prortufe 
is perfeftly agreeable to die fevera^ Truths that 
were contained therein: 

And yet we have no reafon to expeft that our 
Adverfaries are to be totally fubdued by any other 
Power than him who rules all things. What more 
therefore can we do, than pray that God himfelf 
would arife and fcatter his Enemies ? that he Would 
bring back his Church, which has been long fince 
driven into the wildernefs ? that he would pl&ce it 
updn the hill of Zion, that all the "ends of the Earth 
may flow into it -, and that both Jew and Gentili 
may fee the glory of the Lord, arid the excellency 
of our God, whofe coming will be with Venge- 
ance and with a Recompence ? with Vengeance to 
punilh thofe who have reftifed to enter into his 
Covenant, and with a Recompence to redeem them 
that truft in his Salvation ; to whom, with the 
Father and the Hoty Spirit, be all Honour and 
Glory now and for evermore ; TV which 1 1& all 
, .the people fay Amen. 
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